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5/ 30/ 24- STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| note that the hour has come and
that a quorumof this Council is
present. This Council wll now
conme to order

Menmbers will take your
seats. Al visitors will retire to
their seats outside the rails. |'m
asking for all conversations to
pl ease cone to a cease. Before
proceedi ng, |I'm asking all those
present to please set your cel
phones to silent or vibrate. Thank
you.

To give our invocation this
norni ng, the Chair recognizes the
Reverend Wlliam C. Ham | ton,

Seni or Pastor at First Church
Wrship Center. He is here today
as the guest of Council nenber

Young.
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I will ask all nenbers and
guests to pl ease ri se.

(Counci | nenbers and guests
rise.)

REVEREND HAM LTON:  Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

REVEREND HAM LTON:

(I naudi bl €) as we cone today, we
cone in humlity and peace. Let's
qui et our spirits and thoughts as
we pray.

Qur Father O CGod, we cone
before you today wth gratitude and
we thank you for being a God of
| ove, peace, who is with us right
nowin this room W thank you for
all your service in political, in
the United States of Anerica, the
state of Pennsylvania and the Cty
of Phil adel phia as well as every
branch of the mlitary who serves.

Lord, thank you for putting
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each of us in this roomtoday wth
t hose who we know and those we do
not know. That's called unity.
Thank you, Lord, for the call you
have given every nenber of our City
Counci|l who serves the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. W pray today and
every day that you will be honored
by all their decisions and actions
they do as they serve on City
Counci | .

We pray for their w sdom
strength and courage to do what is
right for the good of all the
citizens of Philadel phia. My Cty
Counci| always put the interests of
ot hers above their own interests,
and may they act in |ove and
service, the common good of
Phi | adel phi a.

Lord, please keep City
Council and all their famly
menbers safe fromall hurt, harm

and danger as it serves the people
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of Philadel phia. Lord, thank you
for our Gty Council President
Johnson, Cty Council nenbers, Myor
Par ker, first responders, police
and fire and all those who work to
make the Gty of Philadel phia a
proud place to call hone.

W pray for a speedy and
conpl ete recovery of Council man
Dwi ght Evans. Thank you, City
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Young, Jr.,
for your invitation for ne to pray
today. We thank you for ny wife
bei ng here and al so sone nenbers of
First Church Wbrship Center.

W pray this prayer in the
great nerciless nane of Jesus the
Christ. Anen.

(Anmen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Pastor for his
I nvocati on.

Council wll now be at

ease.
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5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The next order of business is the
approval of the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, My 23, 2024.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

| nove that the Journal of
the neeting of Thursday, My 23,
2024 be approved.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, May 23, 2024
stand approved.

All in favor wll indicate
by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - LEAVES
The ayes have it and the Journal is
approved.

The next order of business
Is request for |eave of absence.
And the Chair recognizes
Counci | nrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of the Majority,
there are no requests for |eave of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Council nenber.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Br ooks.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Ni col as O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank
you, M. President.

On behalf of the Mnority,

there are no requests for |eave of
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absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Council menber.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | renber G | nore Ri chardson
for a notion concerning certain
| egi slative matters that may arise
during the course of today's
session of Council and that were
not |listed on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today's
sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank vyou,
M. President.

| nove that any of the
following matters, if considered
today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council and as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on anended agenda, after
t he consideration of those matters:
resol uti ons authori zi ng hearings,

anendnents to bills on first
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readi ng, the reconsideration of a
bill vetoed by or recalled fromthe
Mayor, anendnents to bills recalled
fromthe Mayor, resolutions taking
substantive action to be voted on
in this session, a notion to
wi thdraw a bill or resolution that
s not on the Cal endar and a notion
placing a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution from
t he Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
listed on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
IS to provide the public with
noti ce concerni ng possi ble actions
by Council that arose too late to
be included on the Cal endar that
was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the legislative

matters stated by Council nenber
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G |l nore Richardson may be added to
t he agenda for today shoul d those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council.

Al'l those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair w il dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
this nmorning. On behalf of al
menbers of City Council, we wel cone
you to our Council session.

We appreciate your taking
the time to join us as we attend
the legislative affairs of our

City. W certainly invite you to
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cone agai n.

At this time, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Young who
wi Il present a resolution honoring
and congratul ati ng students from
the Benjam n Franklin H gh School
Bui | di ng Trades and Property
Mai nt enance Program

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
They will be honored for passing
100 percent -- have a 100 percent
passing rate of the National
Cccupati onal Conpetency Testing
Institute Exam

Wuld Dr. Khalila Canada
and t hose acconpanyi ng her please
join us at the podium Also
j oi ni ng Counci | menber Young will be
Counci | renber Harrity,
Counci | menber Philli ps,
Counci | mrember Ahnmad, Counci | nenber
G | nore Richardson, Council menber

Br ooks, Council menber Landau,
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Counci | mrenber O Rour ke,
Counci | menmber Bass, Council menber
Jones and Counci | nenber Squill a.

(Counci | renbers and guests
appr oached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Let's give our young people a round
of appl ause, y'all.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Council President.

We're doing this resolution
to show that our public schools can
produce sone of the brightest
m nds, the best students that the
Cty has to offer. This also shows
how i nportant it is to have trades
I n our public schools. These
students are being trained with a
skill that they will have for the

rest of their lives, and they' Il be
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able to utilize those skills to
nove on to many different vocations
t hat they choose.

And so, just want to put it
out there that all of these
students passed the NOTCI exam and
they were trained in carpentry at
Ben Franklin H gh School. However,
| want to put it out there to the
rest of the building trades that
t hese students are willing and abl e
to conme on board with your trade as
wel | as you seek to expand your
apprenti ceship program you should
use Ben Franklin as a feeder school
for all of your apprenticeship
pr ogr ans.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And so,
today we're here to honor these
students for their remarkabl e task.
They' ve worked hard. And | want to
gi ve a special, special shout-out

to their forner teacher, ny staffer
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Conl an Crosl ey, who has worked
entirely hard --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG | know
he was very sad to |leave you all to
come to work for nme on this new
journey, but he is very proud of
you. He speaks about you every
single day, every day literally.
So you know you have a chanpi on on
my staff.

And so, with that we're
going to present a resolution
honoring and congratul ating
students fromthe Benjam n Franklin
H gh School Buil ding Trades and
Property Mai ntenance Program for
their 100 percent passing rate of
the National Occupancy Conpetency
Testing Institute exam

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Al l
right. For nore than a decade the
Bui | di ng Trades and Property

Mai nt enance Program at Benjam n
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Franklin H gh School has provi ded
students with the introduction to
all facets of construction; and

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Wher eas, students in Benjamn
Franklin H gh School's Buil ding
Trades and Property Mi ntenance
Program | earn the basics of all
tools as well as theory and shop
principles for the concrete,
masonry, electrical, plunmbing and
carpentry trades; and

COUNCI LVWOVAN AHVAD:
Wher eas, these trades introduce
students to the nonencl ature and
i ndustry jargon to hel p make an
easy transition into enpl oynent
post-graduation into the lucrative
construction industry; and

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
VWher eas, Benjam n Franklin High
School students in the Buil ding
Trades and Property Mi ntenance

Program receive training and
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certificates in OSHA for
construction safety as well as Hone
Buil ding Institute, HBI, and
several pre-apprenticeship
opportunities in several |abor
uni ons, including the | aborers
pre-apprenticeship program |BEW
Rosie Grls Pre-Apprenticeship
Program D.C 21 Finishing Trades,
and the United Brotherhood of
Car penter CARP program and

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Wher eas, many students in Benjanin
Franklin H gh School's Buil di ng
Trades and Property Mi ntenance
Program face significant external
chal l enges froma variety of
circunstances fromhealth issues to
famly problens to honel essness;
and

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: \Wher eas, through
shared grit, determ nation and

continual commtnent to show ng up,
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t hese students who entered this
program as novices were able to
| earn skilled trades, helping
t hensel ves and each ot her; and

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU
Wher eas, the National Occupationa
Conpetency Testing Institute, NOTCI
exam is an Anerican certifying
body that tests students on their
abilities to performthe skills
needed in a career; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
VWhereas, in the 2023-2024 schoo
year every senior in the Benjamn
Franklin H gh School Buil ding
Trades and Property Mi ntenance
Program passed the Nati onal
Cccupancy Conpetency Testing
Institute Exam as well as earning
their OSHA 10 certification; and
whereas, this significant
achi evenent is a testanment to the
hard work, talent and ingenuity of

the students of Benjam n Franklin
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H gh School's Buil ding Trades and
Property Mai ntenance Program And,
therefore, be it;

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Resol ved
by the Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia that this esteened
body honors and congratul at es
students fromthe Benjam n Franklin
Hi gh School Buil ding Trades and
Property Maintenance for their 100
percent passing rate of the
Nat i onal Cccupancy Conpetency
Testing Institute Exam And be it
further resolved, that an Engrossed
copy of this resolution be
presented to Benjam n Franklin High
School as evidence of the true and
sincere admration and respect of
this legislative body.

| want to give a big
congratulations to all of the
students who passed the exam

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair now recogni zes Khail i ah
Canada and Ron Sizer for remarks.

DR. CANADA: | just want to
say good norning. Good norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

DR. CANADA: Benjamn
Franklin H gh School sits at Broad
and Spring Garden. There we offer
a two-for-one, a high schoo
di ploma and a certification in five
trades so that's the place to be.
Today |'mexcited for ny students
and | just want you to | ook out for
t hem because they're going to be
sitting in these seats soon
They're going to be doi ng great
t hi ngs.

G eat things do conme out of
public high schools. Geat things
do cone out of public high schools.
And | want you guys to give him
anot her round of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)
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DR. CANADA: The next voice
you'll be hearing is from
M. Ronald Sizer who's our
preci sion machi nery teacher, our
basket bal | coach. Last year also
he was our teacher of the year, so
give hima round of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

MR. SIZER  Thank you.
Thank you, Dr. Canada. Thank you,
Counci | menber Jeffrey Young, M.
Conl an Crosley and everybody who
made this happen for our students.
This is an extrenely inportant day
for us.

As one of the only African
Anmerican machi ne teachers in
Anerica, this is a m|lestone for
nysel f, for ny community and for
the Gty of Philadel phia
definitely. You heard 100 percent
a lot today, but I want to say we
al so have 100 percent retention

rate. Everybody we sent to work is
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still at that job right now, so
that's magjor. Al right. So once
agai n, thank you very nmuch and |
appreci ate everybody. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Council wll be at
ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
At this tine the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Thomas who wi | |
present a resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Phil adel phi a Freeway,
by declaring June 1lst of 2024
Phi | adel phia Freeway Day in the
City of Phil adel phia, celebrating
t he out standi ng contri butions of
Phi | adel phi a Freeway and his
organi zati on the Freedom Thi nkers
Acadeny.

WI 1l Freeway and those
acconpanyi ng him pl ease join the

Counci | mrenber at the podium And
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j oi ni ng Counci | renber | sai ah Thomas
wi |l be Council nenber Jeffrey Jay
Young, Council menber Squill a,
Counci | renber N na Ahnad,
Counci | menber Lozada, Council menber
Landau, Council menber Brooks,
Counci | menber Bass.

(Counci | nenbers and guests
approached podi um)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nmor ni ng.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS: | know
I|"'mnot Council President Johnson,
but good norni ng.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Al
right. That's a little better.
Thank you. Thank you to everybody
for being here today to
cel ebrate --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Counci | mrenber |sai ah, hold on one

second.
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you everybody for being here today
to cel ebrate sonebody who was a
part of the fabric and the DNA of
Phi | adel phia culture. As a
39-year-old -- 39-year-young nenber
of Gty Council representing the
entire City of Philadel phia, |
vividly renenber the great inpact
that Freeway, State Property, that
entire hip hop organi zati on had on
the Gty of Philadel phia, arguably
one of the greatest hip-hop
organi zati ons that have ever cone
out of the Gty of Phil adel phia.
And at the end of the day,
for us to be able to be here today
to watch Freeway specifically and
his influence and his inpact on the
Cty of Phil adel phia, nore
importantly to celebrate himand to
acknow edge June 1st as
Phi | adel phia Freeway Day is

extremely inportant.
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As we were preparing for
today, | had to go back and listen
to sone old al buns, Phil adel phia
Freeway, Free At Last, right, you
got to wap your mnd around this
stuff. Can't just read the bills,
but do your honmework too, right.
You got to know t he hip-hop
culture

And one of Freeway's songs
really resonated wth nme, not just
t hen but now based on what we're
going through as a City and the
i npact his nmusic had. W all have
our favorite Freeway songs. But on
his al bum Free At Last, the al bum
concluded wth the song that spoke
about the enotions of dealing with
trauma. The song is called | Cry.

And in the mdst of the
song, one of the things that
Freeway does is he makes hinself as
a Black nman extrenely vul nerabl e as

it relates to the social, enptional
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things that we go through that
often puts us in a position where
we experience sone type of trauma
but don't necessarily want to get
hel p.

And so, for ne when | think
about the things that young people
are goi ng through today and | think
about sonme of the things that | go
t hrough today, one of the stignas
in the Black community -- there are
many -- we're not supposed to cry,
we' re not supposed to seek therapy,
we're not supposed to say we need
hel p. W' re supposed to be these
big strong figures that forever is
never vul nerabl e to anything.

And | think his song is a
testanent to maybe the foresight
that he had as a release to where
his journey would go and the inpact
he woul d have on vul nerabl e
communities to put people in a

position to be able to be
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confortabl e being thensel ves, and
that's inportant for a |lot of us
who could really relate to the idea
that it's not okay to cry,
especially as a young boy grow ng
up, right. Stop that crying, you a
boy, you're going to be a nman one
day, you ain't supposed to be
crying. That's just not true.

It is okay to cry. It is
okay to be an enotional young man.
And nore inportant, it's okay to
use your platformto give back to
people to nake the world a better
place. So | just wanted to start
today's resolution with those
comments. And | also wanted to
gi ve Counci | mrenber Young an
opportunity to comruni cate sone of
his enotions as we stand here with
one of the nost influential hip-hop
artists to ever cone out of
Phi | adel phia, to recognize himfor

the great work he's done.
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Counci | mrenber Young.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Counci |l nenber Thomas.

I'"'mgoing to be very brief
and just say that this gentleman to
nmy left for a long period of ny
life was ny favorite rapper.
Literally every single State
Property, Freeway song | can spit
to you right now But it's because
of the things that he spoke about
in the songs.

We all know rap has this
stigma for being violent and all
t hese ot her things, but how Freeway
rapped these songs he just told
stories of things that are
happening in our comrunities, gave
a positive nessage to that. And |
can tell that even throughout his
own personal trials and tribulation
he has al ways remai ned positive of

what's going in this world, in this
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soci ety and always tends to still
gi ve back to the peopl e of
Phi | adel phi a despite everything
el se.

So | just want to commend
Freeway for staying positive and
showi ng sone positivity to our
city. Because as long as we keep
showing this positivity, we can
change the culture in our city. So
| just want to thank you for that,
Freeway. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:  Thank
you, Council President, for your
| eadership on this matter. This
resol ution was introduced by nyself
on behal f of the Council President.
And i f you know our Counci |
President, he is always for
honori ng and rewardi ng peopl e who
are doi ng positive things in the
nei ghbor hood.

So with that being said, we
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are here today honoring and
recogni zi ng Phil adel phi a Freeway by
declaring June 1, 2024
"“Phi | adel phia Freeway Day." Can we
give hima round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  So June
1, 2024, Phil adel phia Freeway Day
in the Gty of Philadel phia
cel ebrating the outstanding
contri butions of Phil adel phia
Freeway and his organization
Freedom Thi nkers Acadeny.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  And
wher eas, Rap Legend Phil adel phi a
Freeway al so known as Leslie R
Pridgen, Jr. is a well-known
fixture in Phil adel phia's nusic and
culture scene, celebrating nore
than 20 years in the hip-hop
i ndustry; and

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Whereas, signed to Jay Z's
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Roc- A-Fell a Records in 2001 at age
23 reaching the -- okay, 20 --
reaching the Top Five on the
Bill board 200 at 24 | have, and
perform ng around the country
before 30, Freeway has a
| ongst andi ng dedi cated fan base and
nmul tifaceted rel evance in today's
i ndustry. Freeway is best known
for his hits Wiat W Do, Rock The
Mc and Flipside, all popular in
2003 and 2004 and regarded as
cl assi cs today; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Whereas, in February 2019 Freeway
received a |ife-saving kidney
transplant, and on June 1, 2019 at
The Roots Picnic, Gty officials
decl ared the day as Phil adel phi a
Freeway honoring Freeway with the
Li berty Bell honor. Freeway is a
nati onal thought |eader and subj ect
matter expert in navigating health

care and chronic health i ssues as
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an African American man and a
ki dney recipient; and

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Wereas, following his battle with
ki dney health issues, Freeway
establi shed the Freeway Thi nkers
Acadeny, a platform dedicated to
| everagi ng nusic, health, education
and culture to break the cycle of
generational poverty and tackle an
achi evenent gap anong African
Aneri cans; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Wher eas, Freedom Thi nkers Acadeny
provi des free or | ow cost
comuni ty- based wor kf orce
certification prograns for students
and famlies in Phil adel phia and
W I m ngton, Del aware, including
phl ebot ony, nedi cal codi ng and
billing and audi o and vi deo
production; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

Wher eas, Freedom Thi nkers Acadeny
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has successfully graduated 106

i ndividuals fromits workforce
certification prograns to date.
Additionally, all cohorts of the
Freedom Thi nkers Acadeny wor kforce
certification program have achi eved
100 percent success rate with every
partici pant graduating and
obtaining a required certification;

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Wher eas, every participant in the
Freedom Thi nkers Acadeny programis
carefully matched with a job
position and provided with
resources essential for their

devel opnment al success. Freedom

Thi nkers Acadeny is commtted to
sustaining this nonmentum and seeks
to collaborate with key

organi zations in the Gty to extend
Its positive inpact to nore

resi dents of Phil adel phia; and

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Wher eas, Freeway's unwaveri ng
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dedi cation to Phil adel phi a
denonstrates through its provisions
of resources, workshops and
services via Freedom Thi nkers
Acadeny is comrendabl e and serves
as a shining exanple of
organi zati ons enforcing workforce
Devel opnent and enriching the |ives
of Phil adel phians. Now, therefore,
be it resol ved,

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: By
the Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia that the Counci l
her eby honors and recogni zes June
1st as Phil adel phia Freeway Day and
cel ebrates Freeway and Freedom
Thi nkers Acadeny for their
contributions to strengthening the
Cty's workforce and providing --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: - -
career opportunities to
Phi | adel phi ans.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Furt her
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resol ved, that an Engrossed copy of
the resolution be presented to
Phi | adel phi a Freeway as evi dence of
the sincere sentinents of this
| egi sl ati ve body. Congratul ati ons,
sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Phil adel phi a
Freeway. North Philly in here
strong today.

MR, FREEVAY: |'m Freeway
in the place to be, see, and | got
what it takes to rock the mc,
yeah. Listen, | want to thank each
and every one of y'all. This is a
huge honor and it's a blessing. |
remenber taking the El and com ng
downt own and downt own was ny whol e
world. | renenber going to
Lancaster Avenue with my grandnom
and Lancaster Avenue was |ike the
whole world to me, but now | was
able to experience the world

through a gift that | got from God
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and it's a bl essing.

| was diagnosed with
end-stage renal failure Septenber
15, 2015. | was on dialysis from
then all the way to February 5,
2019 when | received ny gift of
life. | received ny new ki dney.

I nstead of hiding what | was going
through fromthe world, we deci ded
to stand in front of it. In 2024
we turned |l enons in | enonade
through the will of God.

Man, |'m so bl essed and |I'm
so honored to be standing here. |
want to shout out O C for believing
in us and partnering with us early,
and the results are anazing. W're
real ly touching these children,
these young folks in our community.
| feel like the main reason al
this violence and negativities
going on in our city is because
t hese young fol ks don't have nmany

opportunities.
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So we present themwth
this opportunity to take this
course and to get this
certification, and then we assi st
them goi ng straight into the
wor kf orce and that's a bl essing.

If you have a choi ce versus being
in the streets doing negative
violent things or getting the
certification, what choice are you
goi ng to nmake?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:
Certification.

MR. FREEWAY: And shout - out
to each and every one of them
students that passed the class
early, Ben Franklin. Shout-out to
Ben Franklin. Y all doing amazing
work, and | look forward to getting
with y'all and partnering with
y'all too. Shout-out to the
Comuni ty Education Building in
Del aware. W actually have a

graduation tonight at 5 o' clock.
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W' re graduating the cohort of

phl ebot ony students and we're
graduating the cohort of nedica
billing and codi ng students today.

We're putting the work in
and that's what's inportant to ne.
And to be honored by ny city, the
city that | grew up in nmeans
everything to ne. | named ny first
al bum Phi | adel phia Freeway and |
carry Phil adel phia on ny back
everywhere that | go --

( Appl ause.)

MR. FREEWAY: -- wth
respect and hunbly, you know. And
| have a huge announcenent to neke.
Bei ng as though y'all supported ne
and everybody supports ny
organi zation, we're going to
continue to support the CGty. And
I want to announce Free Fest August
2024. It's going to be the first
annual Free Fest.

| started Free Fest 2015
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right before | was diagnosed with
kidney failure. | had to go to the
hospital and Free Fest was
probably, |ike, that weekend and |
wasn't able to obtain it or be
there, so we're launching Free Fest
2024 in August, and it's going to
be amazing. It's a free community
event. And if you want nore
details on it, you can go to
phillyfree.org. It's going to be
an amazi ng event for the community.

Shout-out to the Gft of
Life. |It's another one of ny
partners that | feel very strongly
about, because not only am| an
organ transplant recipient, I'ma
donor dad. When ny son Ji had
passed away in 2020 and soneone
approached ne and ny famly from
Gft of Life and told us that he
can save sone |ives, being as
t hough I know what it feels like to

wait for a |life-sustaining organ,
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it was no choice for us but to say
yes. And Al handulill ah, through
the grace of God, ny son saved four
lives. Two people got his kidneys,
one person got his liver and one
person got his |ungs.

( Appl ause.)

MR. FREEWAY: And that's
sonme of the amazi ng work that
they're doing at the Gft of Life.
And |I'm an organ donor nyself. And
a lot of people feel like if you
regi ster to be an organ donor, that
if you get into an accident or
sonet hi ng happens to you, that
they're going to take your life.
And that's the farthest thing from
the truth.

A nedi cal professional's
job is to save the patient that's
right in front of them 9 tines
out of 10 they don't even know if
you're an organ donor or not.

They're just trying to save you
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when you get into a situation |ike
t hat . So we have a call to
action. W want to get 5,000
people to register to be organ
donors. That's one person for
every person in our area that's on
the transplant waitlist, and God
willing we can get to that nunber
and surpass that nunber.

But for real, man, this is
a huge honor to ne. | nean, |

appreciate this fromthe bottom of

ny heart. | walk these streets.
|"ve been in these streets. | know
Philly. 1 love Philly. | put

Philly on ny back, and to be
honored by ny city and to get ny
own day and ny city neans
everything to ne.

Shout -out to ny brother
that canme all the way down from
OSG ny brother Dennis, that's Of
School Grounds. It consists of 200

princi pals and educators. And
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we're trying our best to educate
the young fol ks and do the best
that we can do in the community.

Shout-out to the Fathership
Foundati on, my brother over there.
We had a neeting |ast week with
Dane Dash. He's doing sonme amazi ng
wor k in Southwest Philly. Shout-
out to Purple Queen and shout - out
to everybody in here that's trying
to do the good work and that's
trying to better our community. |
appreciate y'all fromthe bottom of
nmy heart. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Council wll be at --

MR. FREEWAY: Oh, shout -out
to ny brother Ryan Press that cane
all the way fromLA. That's ny day
one brother that helped nme with
this nmusic thing. | love y'all

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

I"d like to take a nonent
to welconme M. Eric WIlians and
his -- I'd like to take a nonent to
wel come M. Eric WIllianms and his
son Elijah who will be honored by a
resol ution today. Wuld you pl ease
stand. G ve thema round of
appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone, Menber Jones.

| want to al so take a
nonment to acknow edge State
Representati ve-el ect from Nort hwest
Phi | adel phia, M. Andre Carroll.
Coul d you pl ease stand, young man.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Andre is |i ke an adopted nenber of
City Council because we wat ched you
grow up and doing work around this
body under your Mentor |saiah
Thomas. And so, we're extrenely
proud of your hard worKk.
Congrat ul ati ons.

The next order of business
I's communi cations. The Chair
requests that the Sergeant-at-Arns
deliver the nessages fromthe Myor
to the Chief Cerk.

The Chief Cerk will read
t he nessages fromthe Mayor and any
ot her communi cations in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, | amtransmtting for
the consideration of your Honorabl e
body a draft of a resolution,
entitled Authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
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of 2839 North Orianna Street
| ocated in the 7th Council manic
District in accordance with the
terns of Chapter 16-1700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code; and

A resol ution authori zing
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
nodi fy the devel opnent pl ans
previ ously approved by Counci l
Resol uti on 190513 and nenori al i zed
I n a purchase and devel opnent
agreenent between the Land Bank and
Mosai ¢ Burks LP to now enconpass a
total of 27 residential condom nium
units; and

A resol ution approving the
First Amendnent to the
Redevel opnent Agreenent of the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority for the redevel opnent and
urban renewal of a portion of the
New Kensi ngt on- Fi sht own Ur ban
Renewal Area identified by house

nunber and street address as 2451
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t hrough 2453 Frankford Avenue; and
aut hori zi ng the Redevel opnent
Authority to execute the First
Amrendnent to Redevel opnent
Agreenment with BMK Properties, LLC
and to take such action as may be
necessary to a effectuate the First
Amendnent to the redevel opnent
agreenent; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Authority to execute and deliver to
t he Phil adel phi a Land Bank a deed
conveying title to 1900 East Lehigh
Avenue, |located in the 1st
Council manic District pursuant to
the requirenents of the
Commonweal t h Land Bank Act; and

A resol ution authori zing
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Authority to execute and deliver to
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank deeds
conveying title to 1234 to 1240
South 47th Street, 3914 Fol som
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Street, 3935 Fol som Street, 3936
and 3938 Fol som Street located in
the 3rd Councilmanic D strict,
pursuant to the requirenent of the
Commonweal t h Land Bank Act; and

A resol ution authori zing
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority to execute and deliver to
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank deeds
conveying titles to 2917, 2919,
2937 and 2939 Cecil B. More Avenue
| ocated in the 5th Council manic
District, pursuant to the
requi renments of the Commonweal th
Land Bank Act; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority to execute and deliver to
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank deeds
conveying title to various
properties |located in the 5th
Councilmanic District, including on
the follow ng streets Cecil B

Moore Avenue, Modrse Street, North
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Marshal | Street, North 31st Street,
pursuant to the requirenents of the
Commonweal t h Land Bank Act; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Authority to execute and deliver to
t he Phil adel phi a Land Bank a deed
conveying title to 2035 East Birch
Street located in the 7th
Councilmanic District, pursuant to
the requirenents of the
Commonweal t h Land Bank Act; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2806, 2903, 2907, 2913,
2917-19, 2925 and 2937-39 Cecil B.
Moore Avenue in the 5th
Counci Il manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi |l adel phi a Code; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
nodi fy the devel opnent plans

previ ously approved by Council
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Resol uti ons 220757, 220823 and
230503 and nenorialized in a
Pur chase and Devel opnent Agr eenent
bet ween the Land Bank and West NoMa
Revitalization Goup to include
only one renovated property |ocated
at 4041 Canbridge Street in the 3rd
Councilmanic District and to permt
West NoMa Revitalization Goup, LLC
to return the properties |ocated at
759, 761, 763, 773 and 783 Pall as
Street in the 3rd Council manic
District to the Phil adel phia Land
Bank in accordance with the terns
of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Authority to execute and deliver to
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank deeds
conveying title to various
properties located in the 8th
Council manic District including on

the followng streets: Wkefield
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Street, Collom Street and East
Wster Street, pursuant to the
requi renments of the Commonweal th
Land Bank Act; and

A resol ution approving the
appoi ntnent of Richard Harris to
t he Board of the Southeastern
Pennsyl vani a Transportation
Aut hority; and

A resol ution approving the
reappoi nt mrent of Asia Coney as a
menber of the Board of
Conmmi ssi oners of the Phil adel phia
Housi ng Aut hority; and

A resol ution approving the
appoi nt rent of Ben Connors as a
menber of the Board of
Comm ssi oners of the Phil adel phia
Housi ng Aut hority; and

A resol ution approving the
appoi ntnent of Darrell Carke as a
menber of the Board of
Comm ssi oners of the Phil adel phi a

Housi ng Aut hority; and
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A resol ution approving the
reappoi ntmrent of Ethel Wse as a
menber of the Board of
Comm ssi oners of the Phil adel phia
Housi ng Aut hority; and

A resol ution approving the
reappoi nt mrent of Herbert Wetzel as
a nenber of the Board of
Comm ssi oners of the Phil adel phi a
Housi ng Aut hority; and

A resol ution approving the
reappoi ntment of Ismail A Shahid
as a nmenber of the Board of
Conmm ssi oners of the Phil adel phi a
Housi ng Aut hority; and

A resol ution approving the
reappoi ntment of Lynette M Brown-
Sow as a nenber of the Board of
Comm ssi oners of the Phil adel phia
Housi ng Aut hority; and

A resol ution approving the
appoi nt rent of Sandra Dungee d enn
as a nmenber of the Board of

Commi ssi oners of the Phil adel phi a
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Housi ng Aut hority; and

A resolution confirmng the
appoi ntment of M chael Johns to
serve on the Zoning Board of
Adj ust nment ; and

A resolution confirmng the
appoi ntmrent of Tya Wnn to serve on
t he Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent.

And to the President and
menbers of the Council of the Gty
of Phil adel phia, | am pleased to
advi se you that on May 29, 2024 |
signed the follow ng bills which
were passed by Council at its
session on May 16, 2024: Bill No.
240087-A, Bill No. 240247-A and
Bill No. 240281; and

A resol ution appointing
Brianna Wl kins to the Board of
Directors for the Ad Cty Special
Services District.

Counci | President, there
are no other communications in ny

possessi on.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Chief derk. The
messages wll be printed in the
Jour nal

The next order of business
is the introduction of bills and
resol utions.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norni ng,
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

| have no bills or
resol utions for introduction today.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Kat herine G| nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Good nor ni ng, Counci l

Presi dent. Good norning,

Page 52

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
05/ 30/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
col | eagues. Not hi ng today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | woman
Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President.

Today | have -- I'msorry.
Today | have ei ght non-privil eged
resol uti ons, seven of them on your
behal f and then one privil eged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please read
the titles of the privileged and
non- privil eged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and cel ebrating
the life and | egacy of service of
t he Honorabl e Janes R Roebuck, Jr.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
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non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Authority to execute
and deliver to the Phil adel phi a
Land Bank deeds conveying title to
1234 through 1240 South 47th
Street; 3914, 3935, 3936 and 3938
Fol som Street |ocated in the 3rd
Councilmanic District, pursuant to
the requirenments of the
Commonweal t h Land Bank.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Fi nal Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution confirmng the
appoi ntmrent of M chael Johns to
serve on the Board of the Zoning
Board of Adjustnent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Counci |l .
CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution confirmng the
appoi ntmrent of Tya Wnn to serve on
the Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at the next session
of Council .
CH EF CLERK: And a
resol ution confirmng the
appoi ntnmrent of Tonetta Grahamto
serve on the Zoni ng Board of
Adj ust nent .
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at the next session

of Council .
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

CH EF CLERK: And a
resolution confirm-- a
non-privil eged resol ution
confirmng the reappoi nt nent of
Janes Snell to serve on the Zoning
Board of Adjustnent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
confirmng the reappoi nt nent of
Wl liam Bergman to serve on the
Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on

confirm ng the reappoi nt nent of
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
Ismail Shahid to serve on the
Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
confirm ng the appoi nt nent of
Cheryl Gaston to serve on the
Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber |sai ah Thonsas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
norni ng, colleagues. No bills or
resol uti ons today. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

| have one privileged
resol ution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
title of the privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring Eric
D. WIllianms, founder of the Project
Elijah Enpowering Auti sm Foundati on
for his work ensuring that children
with autismare support ed,
i ncl uded, protected and enpowered
by creating the "Autistic Person
Area" street sign.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes

counci | renber Rue Landau.
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President and
col | eagues.

|'"ve got two privil eged
resol uti ons and one non-privil eged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIl the derk please read
the titles of the privileged and
non- privil eged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution declaring June 2024
LA&BTQ+ Pride Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Commttee on Legislative
Oversight to hold hearings
exam ni ng disparities experienced

by the LGBTQ+ conmunity and
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
expl oring solutions to achieving
equity for the LGBTQ+

Phi | adel phi ans.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on declaring
the Gty of Phil adel phia's
commtnent to protect the rights
and equal protections of all LGBTQ+
Phi | adel phians in |ight of recent
increase in attenpts to restrict
the rights of transgender people.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

Today | offer two
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
non- privil eged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Oerk please read the
title of the non-privil eged
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2839 North
Orianna Street located in the 7th
Council manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnment Authority to execute
and deliver to the Phil adel phi a

Land Bank a deed conveying title to

Page 61

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
05/ 30/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
2035 East Birch Street |ocated in
the 7th Councilmanic District,
pursuant to the requirenents of the
Commonweal t h Land Bank Act.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at the next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes newy
marri ed Council nenber Jeffrey Jay
Young. Congratul ations.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer one bill and
one privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. WII the derk please
read the title of the bill and the
non-privil eged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
aut hori zi ng the Pennsyl vani a

Departnent of Transportation to
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
approve the construction, ownership
and mai nt enance of a proposed set
of non-standard bollards at 615
North Broad Street, Phil adel phia,
PA 19123, under certain ternms and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
May 2024 as Building Safety Mnth
in the Gty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
M nority Leader Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Thank
you, Council President.

| have no resolutions to
i ntroduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Council President, | have no bills
or resol utions today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recognizes Mnority O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank
you, Council President.

No bills or resolutions to
I nt roduce.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Driscol | .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Mor ni ng, M. President.

| have one non-privil eged
resol ution introduced on your
behal f .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the non-privileged
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
non- privil eged resol uti on approving
t he appointnment of Richard Harris
to the Board of the Southeastern
Pennsyl vani a Transportation
Aut hority.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at the next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEILL: No
bills or resol utions,
M. President. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Squil | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. President.

Three non-privil eged
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
non-privil eged resol ution

aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Authority to execute
and deliver to the Phil adel phi a
Land Bank a deed conveying title to
1900 East Lehi gh Avenue located in
the 1st Councilmanic D strict,
pursuant to the requirenents of the
Commonweal t h Land Bank Act.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at the next session
of Council .

Council wll be at ease.

(Counci|l at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Resune.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on approvi ng
the First Amendnent to the
Redevel opnent Agreenent of the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent

Aut hority for the redevel opnent and
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5/30/ 24 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
urban renewal of a portion of the
New Kensi ngt on- Fi sht own Ur ban
Renewal Area identified by house
nunber and street address as 2451
t hrough 2453 Frankford Avenue; and
aut hori zi ng the Redevel opnent
Authority to execute the First
Amendnment to redevel opnent
agreenent wth BWK Properties, LLC
and to take action as may be
necessary to effectuate the First
Amrendnment to the redevel opnent
contract.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at the next session
of Counci |l .

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on appoi nting Briana
Wl kins to the Board of Directors
for the AOd City Special Services
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - |INTRO. OF BILLS

This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmmttee -- This
resolution will be referred to the

appropriate commttee.

The Chair recogni zes Deputy
Whi p G ndy Bass, Council nenber.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

| have no bills or
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber N na
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President.

| have one privileged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privil eged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and
cel ebrating the 2024 Phili ppi ne

| ndependence Week Cel ebration in
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5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - REPORTS
Phi | adel phi a taking place from June
1st to June 15th.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's Final Passage Cal endar.

The next order of business
is reports fromthe Committee. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jones for report fromthe Conmttee
on Public Safety.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

The Committee on Public
Safety offers three bills with a
favorabl e recomendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Council wll be at ease.

(Counci|l at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
W will resune. Councilman Curtis
Jones reports from Commttee of
Public Safety.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: The

Commttee on Public Safety offers
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5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - REPORTS
three bills with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
read the report.

CH EF CLERK: The Comm ttee
on Public Safety to which was
referred Bill No. 24280, entitled
Amendi ng Chapter 10-2200 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Hate

Crimes," to expand the scope of
qualifying crines, under certain
terns and conditions, respectfully
reports it has considered the sane
and returns the attached bill to
Council wth a favorable
reconmendat i on.

And Bill No. 240330,
entitled anendi ng Chapter 21-1200
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
Citizens Police Oversight

Commi ssion to nodify the procedure

by which nmenbers of the Gtizens
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5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - REPORTS
Pol i ce Oversi ght Comm ssion may be
renmoved, providing a procedure to
suspend nenbers and cl arifying
terns in that chapter, all under
certain terns and conditions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered and anended the sane and
returns the attached bill to
Council with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

And Bill No. 240472,
entitled Arendi ng Chapter 10-2000
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Unl awf ul Manufacturer Firearns,"
to add restrictions relating to
rate of fire acceleration devices,
all under certain terns and
conditions, respectfully reports it
has consi dered the sane and returns
the attached bill to Council with a
favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber

Jones for a notion.
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5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - REPORTS

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes,
M. President.

I nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of the aforenentioned
bills read by the Chief derk.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended so as to permt the
consideration of the bills just
read by the Chief Clerk at today's
sessi on of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

And Bill Nos. 240280,
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5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - REPORTS
240330 and 240472 will be placed on
our First Readi ng Cal endar for
t oday.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jam e Gauthier for a
report fromthe Conmittee on
Housi ng, Nei ghbor hood Devel opnent
and the Honel ess.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

First, | wanted to take a
nonment to acknow edge the presence
of the Honorabl e Janni e Bl ackwel |,
Ms. Thel ma Peake and anyone el se
who' s cone --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Ms. Thel ma Peake, and anyone el se
who's cone today to speak on the
resol ution honoring the late State
Representative Ji m Roebuck.

Next, the Conm ttee on
Housi ng, Nei ghbor hood Devel opnent

and the Honel ess reports out one
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5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - REPORTS
bill wth a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
read the title of the bill -- the
report please.

CH EF CLERK: The Committee
on Housi ng, Nei ghborhood
Devel opnent and the Honeless to
which was referred Bill No. 240060,
entitled Arendi ng Chapter 9-1100 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Fair Practices O di nance,
Protections Agai nst Unl awf ul
Discrimnation,” to clarify and
enhance protections agai nst housing
di scrimnation for housing
assi stance program participants, to
nodi fy certain procedures for
I nvestigation of housing
di scrim nation conpl aints and
conciliation, appeal and el ection

of civil action of all conplaints
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5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - REPORTS
filed with the Conm ssion and to
make rel ated techni cal changes, al
under certain terns and conditions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered and anended the sane and
returns the attached bill to
Council wth a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | woman
Jam e Gauthier for a notion.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to perm't
first reading this day of the bill
just read into the record by the
Chi ef O erk.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the rules of Council
be suspended to permt the

consideration of the bill just read
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by the Chief Clerk at today's
sessi on of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, the notion
carries, and Bill No. 240060 w ||
be placed on our First Reading
Cal endar for today.

The next order of business
I's the consideration of the
Calendar. | note that the bills
just reported fromCommttees with
t he suspensi on of rules have been
deened to have had a first reading.
These bills will be placed on the
Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar for the next session of
counci | .

As there are no additiona
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bills on the First Reading

Cal endar, the Chair recognizes
Majority Leader G| nore R chardson
for the purpose of calling up bills
and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage

Cal endar s.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

The followng bills and
resol utions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars today: Nos.
240030, 240510, 240516, 240518,
240220- A, 240241, 240336, 240005,
240187, 240303, 240383, 240423,
240425, 240431, 240435 and 240245.

The followng bills and
resol utions on the Cal endar are
bei ng hel d: 240468, 240059,
240376, 240370, 240428 and 240061

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you. Before considering
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these bills and resol utions, we
wi | | consider public comrent as
follows: Your public comment nust
concern matters on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endars
for possible action at today's
Counci | sessi on.

Al'l speakers mnust sign up
in order to testify. |If you have
not already signed up for today's
sessi on, please do so now by giving
your nane to Ms. Hassen at the
table outside the rails to ny left.
Once you have signed up, you w ||
be called in the order in which
your nane appears on the sign-up
sheet.

Under ideal circunstances,
public comenters each wll have
three mnutes to speak. However,
this time limt may vary from
sessi on-to-session. Due to our
volunme today, the tinme limt wll

be two m nut es. In order to be

Page 78

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
05/ 30/ 2024

5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
fair to all those wi shing to speak,
| intend to hold faithfully to the
two-mnute limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you will see a green light on the
podium \When there are 30 seconds
remaining to your tinme, the |ight
will turn yellow which is your
rem nder to conclude your remarks.
Once two m nutes has passed, the
light will turn red and the
Sergeant-at-Arns wi || di sconnect
t he m crophone.

At that point, please yield
the podiumto the next speaker if
you have not done so al ready. |
al so reserve the right pursuant to
our rules of Council to limt
repetitious coments on the sane
matter.

I will now ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of
our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Sharon
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Hi | debrandt. May Marl ana More,
Sue Wasserfrug and Abraham Reyes
Pardo al so make their way to the
podi um

Sharon Hi | debr andt.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. HI LDEBRANDT: Good
norning. My nane is Sharon
Hi | debrandt and |I'm here on behal f
of Breweytown Garden to speak in
support of Bill 240187. The bil
will allow the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to exercise its right to be
sol e bidder at tax sale under the
condition outlined in the bill and
enabl e the Land Bank to protect
communi ty gardens |i ke ours.

Brewerytown Garden is a
comunity-run nonprofit in the 5th
Council District. Qur half acre
garden provi des space for over 75
residents to grow produce and we

generate 5,000 pounds of food each
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year. W |like to say though that
we are nore than a place to grow
food, as growi ng comrunity
rel ati onships is of equal val ue.

Each summer we | ead no- cost
weekl y progranm ng ai ned at
children, famlies and seniors,

i ncluding art, nature, cooking,
yoga cl asses, gane days, bl ood
pressure checks, jazz concerts and
so nmuch nore. W also are hone to
t he nei ghborhood's only farm stand,
where we sell produce at bel ow

mar ket value. And we've been doing
this since the days when we didn't
have a grocery store in the

nei ghbor hood.

We are fortunate that half
of our garden was preserved by
Phi | adel phi a Parks & Rec and the
Farm Philly programin 2015, but
securing the remaining five parcels
has been a struggle. At one point

t he hope was that the Land Bank
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woul d absorb all five, but two of
them went to market 1920 -- in
2021.

Nei ghbor hood Gardens Tr ust
was able to secure these two
parcels but at a great cost. W
had to win a conpetitive state
grant and crowdsourced tens of
t housands of dollars in order to
acquire them for $175,000. The
three remai ni ng unsecured parcels
have been in the Land Bank for
al nrost a decade. We've been able
to do sone upgrades to these |ots,
but we can't do the nobst inportant
thing which is to replace the
di | api dat ed si dewal k.

I'"'mhere to urge Council to
ensure Land Bank works better for
the community gardens. W have a
thriving community hub and we hope
to flourish for generations to
cone. Land security is the way to

that path. Thank you.
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( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Marl ana
Mbor e.

M5. MOORE: H. |I'm
Mar | ana Mbore. And good norni ng.
"' m here speaki ng on behal f of
Nei ghbor hood Gardens Trust,

Phi | adel phia's Land Trust for the
preservation of community gardens
and conmuni ty- managed open spaces.
| also want to support Resol ution
No. 240187, which will allow the
Land Bank to exercise its priority
bid at sheriff sale and resune
property acqui sitions.

The resolution's essenti al
for preserving many conmunity
gardens | ocated on privatel y- owned
t ax- del i nquent properties,
especially for the 80-plus garden
parcels that were part of | ast
year's U S. Bank |ien buyback.

Over the past nonths, many fellow

advocat es and supporters have sat
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in this roomand shared with Gty
Counci | mrenbers about the inportance
of permanent preservation for
comunity gardens, for the Urban
Agriculture Hearing and NGT's
Executive D rector Jenny
Greenberg' s appointnent to the Land
Bank Board and about this
resol ution.

Passing this legislation is
an inportant step to preserve our
city's many incredible gardens that
are maki ng Phil adel phi a heal t hi er,
safer and nore resilient, and we
encourage you to pass the bil
today as a next step. W ask for
your help to ensure that the Land
Bank sees the disposition of these
parcels through to the communities
who have been stewarding the | and
for decades.

It's clear fromthe
recently published PHDC annual
report that 59 pending garden
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di sposition applications awaiting
settlenent, things just aren't
wor ki ng since the 2019 disposition
policy was adopted. For us even
wi th strong Council support and
meeting the Gty's requirenents, we
have been unable to go to
settlenment for 10 gardens on city-
owned properties. For sonme, we
subm tted applications over four
years ago.

| want to ask for your
support for you to use the tools
and resources available to you as
Cty Council nenbers to help us
resolve this inpasse so we can
provide | and security and support
the many community gardeners who
i nvest bl ood, sweat and tears into
nouri shing and beautifying our
city. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Sue
Wasser f rug.
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M5. WASSERKRUG  Sue
Wasserkrug. Good norning, City
Counci | and thank you for the
opportunity to speak in support of
Bill 240245, which woul d nmake the
Evi cti on Di version Program
permanent. M nane is Sue
Wasserkrug and I'mthe Director of
Medi ation at CORA Services, a
nonprofit resource center that has
served the Phil adel phia comunity
for over 50 years.

W have an entire
departnent that is dedicated to
partnering with the Gty and ot her
nonprofits to inplenment the
Evi ction Diversion Program The
aimof EDP is to support both
| andl ords and tenants as they work
together to create nutually
beneficial solutions and to
strengthen their rental
relationship. The program

acconpl i shes this through
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nmedi ation, targeted financi al

assi stance and resources to enabl e
| andl ords and tenants to resolve
their disputes through direct
negoti ati on.

The program has proven to
be highly effective. Nearly half
of all renters who conpleted the
program di d not have an eviction
filed against them |In the nost
recent phase of the program nearly
70 percent of all cases with a
conpl eted nedi ati on reached an
agreenent, and Phil adel phia is one
of a small handful of jurisdictions
where eviction filings have not
returned to pre-pandem c | evels.
This is in large support due to
EDP.

Evi cti on diversion begins
when | andl ords conpl ete an online
application. Because of the
novel ty and conplexity of the

program we offer easily accessible
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| andl ord |iai son support throughout
the diversion process. W review
500 to 600 EDP applications weekly,
whi | e managi ng nearly as many
calls, texts and emails nostly from
| andl ords and their agents.

We schedul e and process 50
to 80 nedi ati ons per week. Al nost
all are handl ed by trained
vol unteer nediators. W provide
I nt ensi ve support throughout the
process regardl ess of the track,
whether it's nediation, targeted
financi al assistance or direct
negoti ati on.

Landl ords tell us they are
grateful for this program which
supports themin their goal of
keepi ng their tenants, recouping
| ost rental incone and avoiding the
stress and expense of court.
Tenants are grateful too for
avoi di ng the trauma of eviction.

And it's not just |andlords
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and tenants who are winners. The
court benefits from nore manageabl e
dockets and the entire community
benefits by nmaking a real
difference in our efforts to conbat
housi ng i nsecurity and soci al
I nequality. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Abraham Reyes
Par do.

MR. PARDO H . Good
nmorning. My nanme is Abraham Reyes
Pardo. | serve as the VP of
Housi ng for the Urban League of
Phi | adel phia, which is a 107-year-
old civil rights organization. [|'m
here to provide conment regarding
Bill No. 230245 about the extension
of the nationally recognized
Evi cti on Diversion Program

Much has been sai d about
the inpact of the program
including its capacity to reduce

eviction filings and how it
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provi des nuch- needed fi nanci al
support for landlords and tenants.
As a housing counselor, there is
only one netric |I often think about
and, that is, the benefit of
keepi ng peopl e housed at a tine
when affordabl e housing is scarce.

The Eviction Diversion
Program fosters a heal t hy housi ng
mar ket at a tinme when private
equity firnms across the country are
exacerbating its conditions. |I'm
specifically referring to the
massive nmulti-billion dollar
financial instrunments used to buy
up housing units with cash, then
raising rents, evicting tenants and
skimping on things |ike ordinary
mai nt enance and pest control in
order to maxim ze returns for
shar ehol ders.

The United Nations has now
l'i nked these instrunents to a | evel

of market distortion that's created
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a gl obal housing affordability
crisis. Congress has introduced
| egi slation to curve the practice
whi ch conprises of 28 percent of
all US. hone sales in 2022 al one
according to the Pew Charitable
Trust. We don't often think about
Phi | adel phia as a nodern netropolis
that it has becone, re-energing as
a true survivor of the post-
industrial crisis that afflicted
many big cities back in the '70s,
whi ch al so neans Phi |l adel phia and
its residents are being confronted
wi th 21st century chall enges,
equal ly inpacted by big data and
al gorithm segregati on.

The Eviction Diversion
Program shoul d continue to provide
a safe space where we can take a
pause col |l ectively where the
i nformati on can be anal yzed and
concerns can be validated. Thank

you.
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( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: My
Counci | woman Bl ackwel | and her
guests nmake their way to the
podium We al so have Sajda
Bl ackwel | , Thel ma Peake and Alice
Wi ght acconpanyi ng Counci | woman
Bl ackwel | .

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

CH EF CLERK: May Sabrina
CGeary and Shavon Al nodobar nake
their way to the podiumas well.

COUNCI LWOVAN BLACKWELL:
Good norni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN BLACKWELL :
Thank you, M. President. And as
al ways, let nme first give honor to
God and thank himfor the privilege
and the pleasure of being here with
all of you. This has still been ny

second hone, and obviously | |ove
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It here. Thank you all. Thank
you, Councilwoman Jam e Gaut hi er,
for honoring us this way.

Ji m Roebuck, Dr. Janmes R
Roebuck was a special State
Representative. He worked hard and
was committed to his community.

The 188th District is always
special to ne. Wen it was created
and they | ooked around for a public
servant, they chose Lucien

Bl ackwel | , and Luci en Bl ackwel | was
involved in that seat for the rest
of his life.

He went there January 1976
and he loved it and we are very,
very proud and always committed to
the 188th Legislative District. He
stayed there, cane here when
Char |l es Dur ham becane a judge and
served here, as all of you know.

Ji m Roebuck wi Il be honored
in Harrisburg on January 3rd by
Ri ck Krajewski, the Speaker of the

Page 93

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
05/ 30/ 2024

5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
House and others so he'll be
honored there. And he will be
funeralized here in Philadel phia on
January 7th at 10 o'clock, Calvary
Uni ted Met hodi st Church, 801 South
48th Street or 48th and Baltinore
Avenue.

So we will be pleased al
who are interested, we wel cone you
to attend. W |ove Ji m Roebuck.
He served 35 years in the State
House.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BLACKWELL:
Yes. His late wife was a schoo
teacher. He was still tutoring a
student every year at Lee School,
47t h and Locust where | taught.
And it is just an honor. And |
thank you all for the privilege of
maki ng those few remarks and
honori ng our James R Roebuck.

Al so, Dwi ght Evans will be honoring

himon a federal | evel so we should
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have | ocal, state and federal
honors for this wonderful nan.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PEAKE: Good norning.
Thank you for the privilege to give
a coupl e remarks about Dr. Roebuck.
He was a foundi ng nenber, Board
nmenber, Vice-president of Peake
Littl e Angel s Daycare Center.
Excuse ne. M nane is Thelm
Peake, President and founder of
Peake Little Angels Daycare | ocated
at 52nd and Bal ti nore Avenue where
James R Roebuck was the founding
Vi ce-president of our Board of
Directors and served for over 15
years as our Vice-president.

And |I''m honored to be a
part of one of his mssions was to
get young Bl ack nen in Sout hwest
Phi | adel phia to have a col |l ege
experience so he devel oped the Cal

Me M STER program which he had
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hel ped to graduate over 85 to 100
Bl ack nmen in Sout hwest Phil adel phi a
at Cheyney University. And | thank
you very much for ny opportunity.

M5. BLACKWELL: Good
afternoon, everyone. M nane is
Saj da Purple Blackwell and | am
here on the behalf of the Honorable
James Roebuck, State
Representative. Thank you,
Counci | woman Gaut hier, for allow ng
us to be here today in honor of
him  Thank you to ny grandnot her
Counci | woman Bl ackwel | for all ow ng
me to be here as well.

The Honorable State
Representative Janmes Roebuck was a
West Phi |l adel phia | egend. He was a
king to many and a | eader. And he
was a chanpion for education and he
continues to be -- and that |egacy
will continue as he will be
remenbered as a chanpion in West

Phi | adel phia for educati on.
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He i nspires | ocal
actionists |like nyself to fight for
education, to fight for financial
literacy because we know that that
is his legacy and that will nake
real change in West Phil adel phia so
that we all can, you know, have a
| egacy such as education and
understand the inportance of it.
So | want to say thank you again as
we fight again for financial
literacy in honor of State
Representati ve Janmes Roebuck.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Sabrina
Geary. May Shavon Al nodobor and
Christina Col eman al so nmake their
way to the podi um

MS. GEARY: Hello, and
t hank you Counci |l menbers for the
opportunity to speak in support of
Bill 240245, to nmake the Eviction

Di versi on Program or EDP per nanent.
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My nanme is Sabrina Geary. My
pronouns are she/her and I'm a
paral egal at Community Lega
Servi ces.

For the past two and a half
years, |'ve had the unique
experi ence wor ki ng hands-on with
tenants going through EDP as wel |
as wth EDP partners. The success
of EDP is undeniable. In 2023
tenants and | andl ords t hat
participated in nediation through
EDP reached agreenent in 70 percent
of cases. | have seen the success
of these nediations countl ess
tines.

One tenant | worked with
fell behind on rent due to her
hours being cut at work through no
fault of her own. The 30 days of
EDP were incredibly hel pful for her
and her famly. During that w ndow
of tinme the tenant returned to her

regul ar work schedule. At
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medi ation with the landlord we were
able to work out a paynent plan.
The tenant paid off the arrears in
full, avoided a court filing and
her and her famly could stay in
their honme. Avoiding a court
filing is a huge win as an eviction
court filing regardl ess of the
out come can prevent soneone from
accessi ng safe and affordable
housi ng.

| also want to use this
time to thank the EDP housi ng
counselors for their continued
partnership. CLS works closely
wi t h housi ng counsel ors to provide
ongoi ng support and training. This
col | aborative approach has opened a
channel for housing counselors to
directly refer cases to CLS that do
end up in Eviction Court.

These rel ati onshi ps
effectively prevent evictions and

secure housing both before court
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filing and even after through
continued representation the
Eviction Diversion Programis a
testanent to the strength,
communities and cities can have
when we advocate for one anot her.
CLS is looking forward to
continuing to work with the
Eviction Diversion Programand its
Partners. Thank you very nuch for
your tine.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Shavon
Al modobar, then Christina Col enan
and then Lincol n Farquharson.
Shavon Al nodobar, Christina
Col eman, then Lincol n Farquharson.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. COLEMAN: Christina
Col eman. Good norni ng, nmenbers of
City Council. M nane is Christina
Coleman and | reside in M. A ry,

Counci | menber Bass' District. | am
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a proud parent of two children and
al so the proud granddaughter of
Liller and Bill Geen, founders of
| believe School, at one point the
| argest African American private
school in Phil adel phi a, Pa.

I'"'mhere to testify on
resol uti on 240518, which calls on
the General Assenbly to fully fund
school - based health centers to
I nprove outcones for kids' physical
and nental health. | applaud
Counci | menber Ahnmad and
Counci | mrenber -- Council President
Johnson for leading this
resol ution.

I n supporting kids' health,
| also want to ask Council to
expand PHLpreK by 250 seats in this
year's budget. W have two
children -- one is here today,
Nature -- which has had the benefit
of attending Philly PreK, and being

a part of this program has
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supported the health of not just ny
daughter but our entire famly.

Before we found Philly
PreK, ny husband and | were two
stressed-out new parents and we
were in between jobs and had two
young children that we had to care
for and not enough support to help
us figure things out even when we
want ed t he best for our daughter.
The non-stop demands of parenting
on a tight budget left us feeling
burnt out and exhaust ed.

W wanted to broaden our
daughter's soci al enotional
devel opment and expand our parent al
network, but we just didn't have
the capacity. Philly PreK offered
a sustainable path forward. Qur
daughter is now thriving socially
and enotionally, making new
friends, expanding her |anguage by
| earni ng Arabic and communi cati on

skills, witing her nane and even
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engagi ng i n public speaking and
comng with nme on these fun
experi ences.

She explores the world
through field trips and deepens her
under st andi ng of diversity by
| earni ng about different cultures.
Through Philly PreK we've built
connections with other famli es,
enj oy play dates and even devel oped
in a deep interest in early
chi | dhood educati on advocacy --

M5. N. COLEMAN. Hi.

M5. COLEMAN: | want to
di rect counsel to the handout on
their desk, Nowis the tinme. This
handout breaks down the percentage
of kids across the City in your
District that are not in PreK 58
percent of kids in Philadel phia are
not in PreK, which is about the
share of kids in our district,
District 8, wthout Prek

This is 58 percent of
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famlies who may be facing the sane
struggl es we faced and who have not
had the benefit of Philly PreK that
we' ve experienced. |'mthankful
that Philly PreK exists and | want
to see nore famlies supported |ike
our famly.

Menbers of the City
Council, we urge you to chanpion an
addi ti onal 250 seats of Philly PreK
in this year's budget so we can
bui |l d strong Phil adel phians from
the start. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. COLEMAN:  You want to
say thank you? Now s the tine.
It's okay. You're shy. |It's okay.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Lincoln
Far quharson, Jereny Bl atstein, then
Jasper Liem

MR. FARQUHARSON:. Good
nmorning. My nanme is Lincoln

Far quharson. Well, today is a good
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day it seens |ike for education
because we had Ben Franklin here
and we had Freeway, but we're in a
| ot of trouble. Thank you,
Counci | renbers, for granting ne the
opportunity to speak today.

I work at Phil adel phia
MIlitary Acadeny and | live in the
5th District, both of themare in
the 5th District. I'mtestifying
on Bill 240059, the ordinance to
forgive property taxes for
| ow-i ncone residents. This bill if
enacted wi thout an increase in the
share of property taxes going to
schools will reduce the noney
transferred to the School District
by $7.7 mllion after Mayor
Par ker's proposed tax shift.

If you're going to reduce
the property taxes being collected,
you nmust nmake sure school funding
Is kept whole by raising the share

of property taxes the district
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receives to 60 percent. Wiile |
support efforts to relieve
financi al burdens for working
famlies in Philadel phia, | want
Council to understand that this
shoul d not be done at the expense
of the School District of
Phi |l adel phia. We're in a |ot of
troubl e.

Just within the first two
weeks of March al one at |east 11
children were shot in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Qur children are
killing children, killing
t hensel ves and each ot her because
we are not giving themthe type of
support they need in the way that
they need it.

There are two main
conponents in schools, the
instruction and the climate. As a
former special education teacher
and now a climate nmanager, | am

part of a group of professionals
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that include social workers,
counsel ors, nurses and behavi or al
health practitioners that are
enbedded in schools to give
students the supports that they
need to avoid being a victimor a
per petrator.

School s in Phil adel phia are
desi gned to support the whole
student academ cally, enotionally
and socially. Just two nonths ago
school s had to nake hard choi ces on
what to cut. Many principals opted
to elimnate positions that dealt
with the enotional and soci al
support of the students and
consol idate the work to at | east
nmeet the m ni num st andards of
support. Principals shouldn't be
put in a position where they have
to choose between whi ch student
support they're going to cut.

Thank you.
( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci |l wonan Jam e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

Thank you for the comment
and the | audabl e goal of trying to
get nore noney into the school
system | do think we have to have
t hese conversations based on facts.
It is inportant to note that a
conservative estimte for the
| ow-i ncone tax freeze is about $2.5
mllion for FY25. It wll
literally be one of the small est
tax benefit prograns offered in the
Cty if we are to pass it and it's
for the benefit of |owincone
honmeowner s.

And the other thing that |
want to say is that given the
recent report from TRF show ng
racial bias in the City's property

tax assessnent system we have to be
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sure that we're not displacing
Bl ack and Brown honeowners because
| don't know who else is going to
go to the schools if we chase them
out of the City by |evying property
taxes that they can't afford.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Jereny
Bl atstein. My Jasper Liem Julie
Cousl er and Dr. Kendra MDowel |
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR. BLATSTEIN. Good
norning. |'mJereny Blatstein, a
real estate devel oper with a vested
interest in the growh and well -
being of our city. |'m here today
to express nmy support for
Counci | nrenber Gauthier's Resol ution
No. 240068, which ains to earmark
the funds generated from af f ordabl e
housi ng density bonuses for the

Housi ng Trust Fund.
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Currently these funds are
deposited into the General Fund
diluting their potential inpact.
By reallocating themto the Housing
Trust Fund, we can ensure these
density bonuses are specifically
used to pronote the devel opnent of
af f ordabl e housi ng i n nei ghbor hoods
experiencing growh and to assi st
current homeowners with necessary
repairs. This targeted approach
wi |l make a significant inpact
addr essi ng the housing chal | enges
the Gty faces.

| also want to take this
opportunity to encourage the
Council to continue offering
prograns and incentives that
pronote the construction of
af f ordabl e housi ng. Phil adel phi a
needs a diverse range of housing
options to accommbdate its equally
di verse residents.

Over the past three nonths,
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|'ve consistently attended these
neetings to share ny perspectives
on devel opnent in Philadel phia. M
i ntention has al ways been to
contribute positively and
constructively to the discussions
on affordable housing. |If that
i ntention has ever been
m sunder st ood or not expressed
clearly enough, | sincerely
apologize. It is often difficult
to convey the nuances of ny views
in this setting. | realize
addi ti onal dialogue is necessary
for a deeper conversation. [|'m
al so new to this whole public
speaking thing, which |I'msure
every Council menber can relate to.

As a nenber of the private
real estate sector | bring a
di fferent perspective to the table.
| understand the conplexities and
chal | enges of devel opnent and |

believe that ny insights can bridge
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t he gap between public and private
efforts to i nprove Phil adel phia's
housi ng situation.

| recognize that ny weekly
speeches may not allow for the
I nteractive dialogue that is
essential for nutual understanding.
However, |'ve had the privilege of
di scussi ng housi ng and zoni ng
matters one-on-one with sone of
you. For those who have found ny
i deas intriguing or even absurd, |
wel cone the opportunity to continue
the conversation in nore
I nteractive and col | aborative
envi ronnment .

In conclusion, | urge the
Council to support Council nenber
Gauthier's resolution to earmark
funds for the Housing Trust Fund.
Let's work together building a
strong foundation that ensures
Phi | adel phia remains a city where

everyone has access to safe,
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af f ordabl e housi ng. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Jasper Liem
Julie Cousler and then Dr. Kendra
McDowel | .

MR. LIEM Good norni ng
everyone. M nane is Jasper Liem
| use they/he pronouns and I amthe
Executive Director of The Attic
Youth Center, which is
Phi | adel phia's only i ndependent
LGBTQ youth program |'malso a
proud transgender Phil adel phi an.
Don't hold it against ne. | was
born out in the burbs, but |'ve
been living here in the Gty for,
oh gosh, 25-sonething years.

Every year The Attic has
hundreds of Phil adel phia's LGBTQ
yout h cone through our doors, to
find conmmunity, safety, support and
health. Qur mssion is to create
opportunities for LGBTQ youth to

devel op into heal thy, independent,
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civic-mnded adults within a safe
and supportive comrunity and to
pronote the acceptance of LGBTQ
youth in society.

We achieve this daily
through our life skills groups, our
OST program daily dinners, case
managenent, counseling services and
provi ding trainings in professional
devel opnment to organi zati ons and
conpani es t hroughout the G eater
Phi | adel phia region. W' ve been
doing this life-saving work for
over 30 years.

Transgender and queer youth
and young adults need us, by which
| mean our city as a whole. LGBTQ
yout h make up an estimated 40
percent of honel ess youth under 24,
and our youth cone to The Attic
havi ng experienced unstable
housi ng, rejection by famlies,
friends, teachers and service

providers. 1 in 4 of our youth at
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The Attic are currently

experi enci ng honel essness or

unst abl e housi ng, and we know t hat
that | ooks different for young
fol ks under 24 than it does for

ol der adul ts.

More than hal f of our youth
have a history of unstabl e housing
because they cannot afford the sane
comuni ty supports or they are not
afforded the sanme comunity
supports as their cisgender and
het er osexual peers. They cone to
The Attic because they are not safe
I n other spaces.

| applaud City Council for
t hese resolutions to denonstrate
support for our LGBTQ conmunities,
youth and adults alike. But as
this support cones, it also nust
cone with real action. [|'m proud
t hat Phil adel phia has i ncl uded
appropri ate use of chosen nanes and

pronouns for transgender and gender
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di verse youth. But little is done
when youth continue to experience
di scri m natory behavi or and pushi ng
them further into the margins, and
we are smart people in this room
We know what happens when we have
di senfranchi sed youth that are
rejected by famlies and by the
City workers that are supposed to
have their backs.

So this Pride Month and
every day | encourage you to see
our fine city the way our youth do
every tinme you check an Mor F box,
every time you use a public
bat hroom every tine you fill out a
formor have to go to work or show
an ID. W're here every day and
we're proud every day. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Julie
Cousl er, Kendra McDowell. And can
Kat e Dugan and Marta CQuttenberg

al so make their way to the podi um
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M5. COUSLER:  Julie Cousler
of the Pennsylvania School - based
Health Alliance. Gay. Thank you,
Counci | President Johnson. Thank
you, Council nenber N na Ahmad, for
I ntroduci ng the resolution and for
all of Gty Council for the
consensus and clarity in support of
the resolution, calling on the
Pennsyl vani a | egislature to fund
school - based health centers in the
st at e budget.

Heal th problens are a
| eadi ng cause of absenteeismin
Phi | adel phi a and Pennsyl vani a.
Ast hma i s considered the | eading
cause of absenteei smacross the
country. In Phil adel phia, 25
percent of students have asthna.
For nore than half of themtheir
asthma is not well-controll ed.
Asthma is al so the | eading cause of
hospitalization and ER visits.

For children that have
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Medi cai d i nsurance, that costs
t axpayer dol | ars hundreds of
t housands of dollars every year.
School - based health centers send
students back to class when they
cannot breathe and certainly do not
send themto the hospital. And
this is why 30 states, 30-plus
states, fund school -based health
centers, fund the gaps in school -
based health centers.

School - based health centers
are the | eading way to advance
Heal t h and education equity but we
must invest in them and the return
on investnment will cone back
t hrough the savings to Medicaid and
t axpayer dollars as well as
students healthier in the seat
ready to | earn.

This is a great step
forward for Pennsylvania. |If the
noney is in the state budget, the

Pennsyl vani a School - based Heal t h
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Alliance will work with the
Pennsyl vani a Departnent of Human
Services to quantify and eval uate
this cost savings and hopeful |y
cenment Pennsylvania's support for
school - based health centers for the
future. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Dr. Kendra
McDowel | .

DR. McDOWELL: Good
norning. |I'mDr. Kendra McDowel |,
a pediatrician and the Medi cal
Oficer for the School District of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak in support of
Resol uti on 240518, urging the
CGeneral Assenbly to allocate full
fundi ng for school -based heal th
centers across the Commonweal t h.
Thank you, Council President
Johnson and Counci |l menber Ahnad,
for introducing the resol ution.

We know that students | earn
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best when they are in school and
feeling well and that chronic
health conditions are a barrier to
| earning for many students. In
fact, in 2021 approximately 1 in 3
Phi | adel phi a hi gh school students
reported that their physical health
was not good. A high preval ence of
obesity, asthma and nental health
condi ti ons anong Phil adel phia youth
conbined with limted health care
I n some of our comunities
exacerbates disparities in health
and educati onal outcones.

To maxi m ze students
potential for future success, ny
office is commtted to pronoting
and advanci ng health equity through
school - based health centers. These
health centers are a proven
evi dence-based intervention to
i ncrease health care access for
students and i nprove health and

educati onal outcones.
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St udents who have access to
school - based health centers have
I nproved school performance and are
less likely to be absent or tardy.
They are nore likely to be up-to-
date on their vaccinations and have
I nproved managenent of asthma and
ot her chronic conditions. School -
based health centers are a wn-wn
for the GCity's children and the
chil dren of Pennsylvania. However,
to actualize these outconmes school -
based health centers nust be
adequately funded by the
Commonweal t h.

O her states, including
Del aware and New York, have funded
and enbraced school -based heal th
centers. To inprove health and
education equity for our students,
it's time for Pennsylvania to do
the same and fully fund school -
based health centers. Thank you

again for your support and
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advocacy. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Kate Dugan,
then Marta GQuttenberg. My Eric
WIllians and Andre Carroll also
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. DUGAN:. Good norni ng,
menbers of Council. M nane is
Kate Dugan and |I'man attorney in
t he Honeowner shi p and Consuner
Rights Unit at Community Lega
Services where | represent
honmeowners struggling to afford
their property taxes. CLS urges
Council to adopt the Low i nconme Tax
Freeze Bill No. 240059 as part of
this year's budget cycle.

The OPA wi Il soon rel ease
assessed val ues for the 2025 tax
year. W expect that nmany of the
honmeowners who saw si gnifi cant

increases to their bills in 2023
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wi || experience yet another round
of sticker shock in the com ng
weeks. Through Council's work,

Phi | adel phia is recogni zed as a
national |eader in offering
property tax protections to those
nost at risk.

Thi s body under st ands t hat
property tax policy is affordable
housi ng policy. However, nmany
homeowners fall through the cracks
because they are too young to
qualify for the Senior Freeze and
they do not qualify for LOOP. The
best way to avoid this displacenent
caused by the rising values is to
enact the | owincome tax freeze.
This would be a vital lifeline to
honmeowners facing gentrification
and struggling to afford their
bills.

Many of these honmeowners
are grandparents and parents with

children in our public schools. As
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a public school parent nyself, | am
keenly aware of the need for the
Cty's schools to be adequately
funded, but that funding should not
conme out of the pockets of those
who can least afford it, including
predom nantly Bl ack and Brown
resi dents who are bei ng pushed out
of their nei ghborhoods because of
rising property tax bills.

The needs of | owincone
famlies and the need to fund our
school s are not conpeting needs and
the Gty's budget should not be
bal anced on the backs of our nost
vul ner abl e honeowners. The
| ow-i ncone tax freeze is cost-
effective, targeted and tinely
given the recent report rel eased by
t he Rei nvestnent Fund and CLS
denonstrating racial bias in
property tax assessments.

Cost anal yses suggest that

this programw |l cost far |ess
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than other property tax relief.
Concerns about unpredictability on
t he budget can be alleviated by
enacting a cap such as the one on
LOOP. Thank you for your tine and

your support of this inportant

program

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Marta
Gut t enber g.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

M5. GUTTENBERG  Good
norning. My nane is Marta
GQuttenberg. |'mgoing to speak
about Resol ution 240518, which asks
t he Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly
to fully fund school -based heal th
centers. It sounds like a grand
i dea, but in fact school - based
health was normal in the old days
bef ore race-based redlining,

di sinvestnent and gentrification

afflicted our city.
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Moreover, a full fair
funding formula for schools has
been approved and uphel d by
|l awsuits and is still not reaching
the students of Phil adel phia. |
note that there's a failure to
follow laws and rules at this tine
our state in providing what it
shoul d for Phil adel phi ans.

| also note that while our
schools are not in the best shape,
they are currently still standing.
They are not being bonbed by the
governnment as schools in Gaza are
bei ng bonbed. | call up the
probl em of | awl essness and ask the
Cty Council to pass a resolution
to stop the genocide in Gaza.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Eric
Wllianms. My Andre Carroll,
Qgbonna Hagi ns and Kate Perez al so

make their way to the podi um
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MR. WLLIAMS: Good
nor ni ng, nmenbers of City Council.
Thank you, Councilman Curtis Jones,
Jr., for the invitation. M nane
is Eric Wllians. |'mfounder and
CEO of Project Elijah Enpowering
Autism also known PEEA, an autism
foundation that | created 20 years
ago. It's named after ny son
Elijah who's 26, and at the age of
3 he was diagnosed with autism

So PEEA, we host free year-
round education, recreation and
trauma resources. For famlies in
underserved conmunities we're al so
wor ki ng on getting pre-screenings
and eval uations to kind of get us
through the system But |I'm here
today to talk about an initiative
that | just rel eased on January
23rd.

| came up with the idea of
an Autistic Person Area street sign

on Cctober 26, 2020. That was the
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unfortunate day that Walter
Wal lace's |ife was taken away from
him | grew up a half a bl ock away
fromwhere the shooting took place
and | was onsite. So while
everyone, nmy comunity was in dire
straits of what was going on, | put
nmy advocacy hat on and thi nking of
different | ayers of protection that
first-tinme responders coul d have
conme up with. So on January 23rd |
rel eased this Autistic Person Area
street sign.

Currently, there are 55
signs that have been installed in
Phi | adel phia. M organi zation --

(Appl ause.)

MR WLLIAMS: Thank you.
Qur organi zation, we just conpleted
our 498th application. So we're
| ooking to get that initiative
going. W receive interest from
non- Phi | adel phi a counties, which

due to the Streets Departnent
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Traffic Engi neering Division, they
supported our mi ssion. So now
just wanted to bring a public
awar eness.

We're looking to roll this
out in public schools around the
system so we're rolling out a
program next fall where we'll
designate two signs in each
district. And we'll roll it out,
acknow edge the teachers,
acknow edge auti stic support
cl asses around the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

We just rel eased that at
Var e- Washi ngt on about three weeks
ago, but I'mjust here to serve.

And I'msticking with the Freeway

t hene. |"mconsi dered the one take
hol d of autism | do it Iin one
take. | never wite anything down

and we get it done. Leaving with a
noti vational quote, "You can't |ead

t he peopl e unless you | ove the
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people. You can't save the people
if you don't serve the people.” So
t hank you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Andre
Carroll. Then Qgbonna Hagi ns and
Kat e Perez.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MR. CARROLL: Good norni ng,
Phi | adel phia Gty Council. M nane
Is Andre D. Carroll. | amthe
Denocrati c nom nee for State
Representative in House District
201, which covers Gernmantown, Logan
and West Oak Lane. First, | want
to thank Council nmenber Rue Landau,
Counci|l President and their
col | eagues for inviting ne here
today and al so i ntroducing the
resolution to mark June as a
celebration of Gay Pride. | also
want to thank Council nenber Jam e

Gaut hier for honoring the |ife and
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| egacy of State Representative Jim
Roebuck.

This nonent it's been a
journey for many of us. M story
is not likely in any other county
in this Commonweal th. 248 years
ago the Constitution was signed
right down the street. Since its
exi stence, this Commonweal th has
only elected two of ne. |In January
I wll be inaugurated as the second
openly Bl ack gay State
Representative in Pennsyl vani a.

Justice and |iberation has
al ways been included in the work of
queer folks. Bayard Rustin who was
born in West Chester, Pennsylvania
was the anchor of the Cvil Rights
Movenent, the novenent that all owed
everyone in this roomto be able to
di ne together and folks Iike ny
gr andnot her the opportunity to
vot e.

Wi | e queer fol ks have
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al ways fought for justice, we have
not always received it, even after
Ghama' s | andmar k executi ve order
al |l owi ng sane-sex marriage, which
Rue and her wife Kerry was the
first couple in Pennsylvania to
have that opportunity.

Pennsyl vani a has not al ways given
equal protections to all of us.

We could marry on a
Saturday and then | ose our job on
that Monday. Qur housing could be
termnated for sinply living with
our spouses, even be attacked on
public transportation for |iving
out loud. | would like to shout
out to LEBTQ activists and novenent
| eaders that have nade the
protections possible right here in
Phi | adel phia as we becane the first
county in the Conmonwealth to do
so.

Today is a step forward in

the fight for justice. Honophobia
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exists in the same way that racism
does, and | have experienced both
of those. But I'll leave you with

this: There's no crinme in |oving

anot her person. |It's sinply just
that, love. | want to thank all of
you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: (Ogbonna
Hagi ns, Kate Perez, Sharif Ahmed
and Nadira Giffin also make their
way to the podium

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MR. HAG NS: Good norning,
everyone. Qgbonna Hagins, fourth
generation chattel slavery
survivor, as the hall nonitor calls
me the shadow council president.

O course, we should renane the
West Oak Lane Library Dw ght Evans
Li brary of West Oak Lane, a great
pl ace to go to | earn.

This will be one of the
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many libraries in the City where
visitors will be able to not only
go to read but to listen to
Phi | adel phia Freeway's nusic, the
| egendary hip hop icon who was
honored earlier this norning.

Counci | man Thomas, you
nmention one of his many songs. |
would i ke to | et you know about
anot her song which is one of ny
favorites and is considered by
Philly Wrd Magazine a Philly
ant hem because of the thene. The
theme is the thene that's
perneating this City. It's
structural racism

You're famliar wth that
Council, aren't you? The Roadmap
to Safer Communities that called
structural racismthe root cause of
gun violence. You're famliar with
that right, Councilman Jones? Here
are the lyrics | want you to really

pay attention to: Yes, the rock
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get down. You hot now, |isten up.
Don't you know cops whol e purpose
Is to lock us down and throw away
the key, but without this drug ish,
your kids ain't got no way to eat.
W still try to keep nomsmling
cuz when the teeth stops show ng
and the stonmach start grow i ng,
then the heat, the heat start
flowng. |If you're fromthe hood,
you feel nme, keep going, right. |If
my sneaks start |eaning and ny heat
stop working -- nmy heat in the
house -- then ny heat start
working, |I'mma rob ne a person.

That's structural racism
That's a 13th Anendnent viol ati on.
Phi | adel phi a Freeway was warni ng us
about what the conditions that he
was |iving through that he should
not have had to |live through
because of the prom se of the 13th
Amendnent. Charles Sumer, the nman

who got his behind beat over the
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13t h Anendnent, Freeway was tal king
about it 100-plus years ago and
conpl ai ni ng about what he was
sayi ng shoul d never occur to the
descendants of slavery who saved
this nation.

We need a structural racism
prevention nonth to go along with
honoring Freeway for the one day.
Phi | adel phi ans need to know exactly
what structural racismis and how
to attack it. Ogbonna Hagi ns, your
unseat ed council president, asking
you very kindly to please listen to
me and pl ease call nme back. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Kate Perez.
Then Sharif Ahnmed and Nadira
Giffin.

M5. PEREZ: Bill 240245
tries to tackl e displacenent by
eviction in our community. | want

totalk alittle bit about how
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violent it is to be kicked out of
your hone. But first, | want to
share -- | have 16 handwitten
letters fromour conmunity nenbers
calling on the Council to pass a
per manent ceasefire resol ution.
They're addressed to the entire
Council, but there's one just for
you, Counci |l menber Young.

Where can | put these to
ensure that you'll all have access?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Can you give themto --

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:

(1 naudi bl e) .

MS. PEREZ: No, it's for
the entire Council. These are for
all of you. | also attached a
ceasefire resolution draft fromthe
Counci|l of Anerican and Islamc
Rel ations. That draft is from
Decenber so you're going to have to
update the death toll from 17 to
45,000. And if you think sonme of
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your constituents mght not |ike
the wording, |'m sure you have
their nunbers and you can figure it
out together. A petition for
Phi | adel phia Gty Council to pass a
resol uti on was upl oaded at m dni ght
and it's already reached 56
si gnat ur es.

Bill 240245 seeks to
clarify the requirenents that nust
be met before a |andlord can evict
a tenant. Evicted children face
i ncreased food insecurity,
envi ronnental hazards and | ong-term
physi cal and nmental health
probl ens. Evicted preghant wonen
are nore likely to go into pre-term
| abor, have a child with low birth
wei ght and may need neonat al
I ntensive care unit access.

Gaza i s about the same size
as Phil adel phia, but tw ce as
popul ated and hal f by chil dren.

Can you imagine if everyone in
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Phi | adel phia was evicted fromtheir
homes. M scarriages are up by 300
percent and anyone who can gi ve
birth is having babies that are
born starving.

They all need urgent access
to NICU where they are regularly
evacuated fromas |srael bonbs
their hospitals and any left
standi ng are runni ng out of fuel --
I'"msorry, they've already run out
of fuel. The lack of nedical
supplies is so intense that wonen
are having hysterectomes to stop
t he bl eedi ng.

Jones, Bass, Harrity,

Gaut hier, Phillips, O Rourke and
Landau, whether privately or
publicly, have stated that they
woul d support a ceasefire
resolution. Gl nore, Richardson,
Thomas, Ahmad, Young, Brooks and
Lozada seem | i ke they woul d support

one. That's 13 right there. It's
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al ready veto-proof. And the other
four m ght surprise ne and stand
with the side of humanity for a
perfect 17-0 for a pernmanent
ceasefire in Palestine. As one of
t he biggest and nost influenti al
cities in the world, we have the
ability to enpower small er
muni cipalities to pass their own
ceasefire and arns enbargo of
resol utions.

You say we have no power
but ignore the weapons
manuf acturers and war bonds office
right in our city. W have the
power. Call for a ceasefire. Free
Pal esti ne.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Sharif Ahned,
Nadira Giffin. My David Lipsconb
and Melissa Robbins al so make their
way to the podi um

M5. GRIFFIN. Good day,

Counci | ren and wonren. My nane is
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Nadira Giffin. | amthe

Phi | adel phi a conmuni ty anmbassador
for all 10 Councilmanic Districts.
I'"'m here -- thank you for allow ng
nme to speak today. And |I'mhere to
speak on 240187 in support of the
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 16-700
of The Phil adel phi a Code, the

Phi | adel phi a Land Bank.

The mass regentrification

here in Phil adel phia has led to

| ongti me honmeowners and dwellers

di sportionately displaced --

di sproportionately displ aced,
depressed, darken and experiencing
despaired treatnment which has |ed
to a disarray and big real estate
conpani es and busi nesses benefiting
and praying on our dem se.

We, the people, the

| ongti me honmeowners, renters, Black
and Brown peopl e are asking that
Council put alimtation, a cap on

t he anount of properties and | and
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sold here in Philadel phia annually
to big real estate conpani es and
busi nesses.

In addition we, the people,
want Council, the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to stop dwellers and
out si ders defaci ng our hone
Phi | adel phia. W do not want these
tin-can, matchstick boxes that they
are building here. W're used to
bri ck houses. They are defacing
our hones, com ng in changing the
| and, changi ng the way the houses
are -- the direction of the houses,
changi ng the streets.

Most of you all were born
and rai sed here in Phil adel phi a,
Counci | men and wonen so | know t hat
you all understand where |I'm com ng
from W want to see hones that
depict us. W want to see the | and
that depict us. W no |onger have
a historical Phil adel phi a because

we're not used to these houses
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built with tins and stick houses
that's burning down easily.

So we have children that we
want to be able to tell our
children and show our children this
Is where | grew up, this is the
school that | grewup at, this is
where -- | can no |onger use
| andmar ks because you blink an eye
and the building is torn down.

We need things that depict
| ong hone residents. Phil adel phia
and Council, it's up to you because
you all control what goes on here
in Philadel phia. So we want you
all to take a deep look in at this
and nmake sone type of ordi nance
wher e peopl e build hones that
depi ct Phi | adel phi a.

Phi | adel phia is the
honel and and t he nother place, the
birthplace of the United States of
Anerica. Let's keep it that way

because peopl e from Mont gonery
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County, Del aware County, Bucks
County, they're not allow ng
outsiders to cone into our honme and
deface it. They're not allow ng us
to cone and buil d ot her things,
they're keeping it historical and
we want Phil adel phia to remain
hi storical. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: David
Li psconb and Melissa Robbi ns.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR, LIPSCOMB: As |'m doing
this, ny nane is Dave Lipsconb, and
I'"'mactually a forner enpl oyee of
Represent ati ve Roebuck. And one of
the things that | |iked about him
he was a good guy. And when people
first met him they would think he

was an introvert. They would say

he's so off-ish, | nean stand
off-ish. Can you hear ne? |I'm
sorry.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yes, that's better.

MR. LI PSCOMB: Thank you.
So as | was saying, ny nane is Dave
Li psconb and | was a former
Legi sl ative Assistant to the
Honor abl e Janmes Roebuck in the
188th District. And one thing that
nost peopl e when they neet Jim
they would say he's a little
standoff-ish and all that, but Jim
was an introvert, a smart guy.

And a | ot of tines when you
neet smart people, they seem a
little like an introvert. But as
you get to know them they really
becone, they could becone your
friend. And when | look at him |
said, wow, he has a Doctorate, he's
one of the nost educated people in
the legislature but he didn't
really brag that he was a doctor,
he was a col | ege professor.

When soneone asked -- this
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Is my aunt that said this, who was
his Chief of Staff -- what should I
call him M. Representative.
Doctor, she said Doctor, that's
Dr. Janmes Roebuck. And the
constituent said, | didn't know he
was that smart. But that was one
of the things about Jim he
under st ated who he was and he
continued that because of him being
a doctor and also a fornmer Drexel
Prof essor, he actually was a
chanpi on for education, as nost
peopl e know.

And by being that as his
career progressed, he was actually
appoi nted to head PHEAA, anot her
t hi ng what nost people don't know
because himbeing so -- he wasn't
out in the public a lot, but when
he found sonething that really
riled the coomunity he came out. |
renmenber specifically he was going

agai nst the stop-and-gos that were
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proliferating in our community, he
was out there marching and trying
to put things together so that we
can protect our community.

And | don't know if | said
this before, but he was a rogue
schol ar when | get back to
educati on, and nost people didn't
know that. So when | -- another
thi ng about hima | ot of people
don't say, at the tine | had a
smal | infant daughter and | was
wor king three jobs at the tine, and
so what happened was | woul d bring
nmy daughter to work and he all owed
it and she was only about | think
about |less than a year old, and she
slept in his office. That was so
kind of himto say, you can bring
your child to work while you're
working, and | really liked that
about him

And in closing, | would

just like to say he was
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instrunental. By working in his
office, it was instrunental for ne
getting ny start in ny career. And
today | stand as a chief
i nformation security officer and
chief privacy officer for a
conpany. And ny thing is, | wll
al ways renmenber himas a man of
honor because he didn't put his
hand in the proverbial cookie jar
of corruption so he | eaves here
cl ean. Thank you very mnuch.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Melissa
Robbi ns.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. ROBBINS: Good
aft ernoon, nmenbers of Council and
i stening audi ence. My nane is
Mel i ssa Robbins. | serve as a
Vi ce- presi dent of Advocacy and
Public Policy over Legislative

Affairs for the U ban League of
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Phi | adel phia. Today it was really
i nportant to conme here and just say
sonme words.

And | just want to say
t hank you so nmuch, Counci | menber
Gauthier, for lifting up his name
and honoring M. Janes Roebuck.

M. Jim hunble, soft-spoken, he
was a trail blazer who chanpi oned
public education. Dr. Roebuck was
a change agent. He was |eading
protests agai nst the Vietnam War

| ong before | was born in the late
'60s and ' 70s.

Today we constantly still
in 2024 we speak about first Bl ack.
Vell, M. Jimwas the first Bl ack
President of his Student Union
there at University of Virginia.
Today students here in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania are
abl e to receive the Janes Roebuck
Schol arship Award to further their

own educati on. Menmber s of
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Anmericans for Denocratic Action,
many have passed and gone on to
glory and retired.

| received text nessages
and calls saying that they didn't
know t hat M. Roebuck had passed
and asked nme to raise his nane
today. Every tinme | saw the
gentl eman Tony who was M. Robuck's
assistant, | would always ask him
Tony, how s M. Roebuck. Three
weeks ago | was over at Ml col m X
Par k, Penn Medicine held a health
festival, | said, Tony, how s
M. Jim He said, he's okay.
Little did I know that woul d be the
last tinme |'d be able to ask him

| just want to say after 35
years of excellence in the
Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly, a
giant has left us. Through his
di scipline and comritted work to
education, equity and equal rights,

we thank you, Dr. Janes Roebuck,
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Jr., fondly known as M. Jim W
t hank you for denonstrating to us
t hat excel |l ence, | eadership,
hum lity, comm tnent, discipline
and ki ndness can exi st in one
person while | eading a district,
the 188th Legislative District.
God rest your soul, M. Roebuck.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no other nanes
for public comment.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That concl udes today's public
comment peri od.

W will now consider the
bills and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
read the title of Resol ution No.
240030.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution

proposi ng an anmendnent to the
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Phi | adel phi a Home Rul e Charter,
providing for the creation of the
O fice of Honel ess Services
Onbudsperson and providing for the
subm ssion of the anendnent to the
el ectors of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes Majority
Leader Kathy G | nore Richardson for
a notion regardi ng Resol ution No.
240030.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Can | have a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Resolution No. 240030
be adopt ed.

All those in favor of the
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notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. The notion
carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 240510.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Special Commttee
on Kensington to convene for the
pur pose of investigating and
addressing the barriers to
accessing treatnent beds in the
Kensi ngt on ar ea.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Lozada for a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 240510.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank

you, Council President.
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| nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Resol ution No. 240510
be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. The notion
carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 240516.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
approvi ng the redevel opnent
contract of the Phil adel phia
Redevel opnent Authority for the

redevel opnment and urban renewal of
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a portion of the Tioga U ban
Renewal Area identified as a
portion of 3030 North 20th Street
and aut hori zing the Redevel opnent
Aut hority to execute the
redevel opnent contract with New
Courtland Apartnents at Clearfield
LP, and to take such action as may
be necessary to effectuate the
redevel opnent contract.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
C ndy Bass for a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 240516.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Resolution No. 240516
be adopt ed.

All those in favor of the
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notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. The notion
carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 240518.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
urgi ng the Pennsyl vani a Gener al
Assenbly to allocate full funding
for school -based health centers and
to give the Commonweal t h' s npst
vul nerabl e children an opportunity
to thrive by providing conplete
nmental and physical health in their
school s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Ni na Ahmad for a notion regarding

Resol uti on No. 240518.
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COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Resolution No. 240518
be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. The notion
carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please read
the title of Bill No. 240220-A

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
to anend t he Phil adel phia Zoni ng
Maps by changi ng the zoning
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desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Red Lion Road, the Montgonery
County Line, the Bucks County Line
and Roosevelt Boul evard.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIlIl the Chief Cerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber

Thonas.
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  ( No

response).

Jones.

Landau.

Lozada.

Young.

Br ooks.

Harrity.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And, Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 16. The nays
are 0. Mijority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber | sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
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you, Council President.

| want to vote aye on al
bills and resolutions |I mght have
m ssed. Sorry about that.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Bill No. 240241.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amendi ng Section 14-704 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Open
Space to Natural Resources," by
changing the applicability of steep
sl ow protection requirenents for
certain streamrestoration
activities, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIlIl the Chief Cerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Philli ps.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
G I nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Aye.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Young.

Br ooks.

Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

O Rour ke.

Driscoll

O Neill.

Squi |l I a.

Bass.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And, Counci l
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17. The nays
are 0. Myjority of all nenbers
havi ng voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

WIlIl the Chief Cerk please
read the title of Bill No. 240336.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning
and Pl anning," by addi ng
definitions and creating a new
Chestnut H Il Lower East/NCO in the
area general ly bounded by the SEPTA
Chestnut H Il East Line, Cresheim
Val l ey Drive, Gernmantown Avenue,
W nston Road, Morel and Avenue,
Devon Street, Ardleigh Street and
Springfield Avenue, under certain

terns and conditi ons.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
different days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And, Counci l
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17 and the nays
are 0. A mjority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

WIlIl the Chief Cerk please
read the title of Bill No. 240005.

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
providing for the subm ssion to the
qualified electors of the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a of an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter to
create the O fice of Honel ess

Servi ces Orbudsperson as set forth
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in a resolution and approved by
Council; fixing the date of a
speci al election for such purpose,
prescribing the form of ball ot
guestion to be voted on and
aut hori zing the appropriate
officers to publish notice and to
nmake arrangenents for the special
el ection.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIl the Chief Oerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.
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Aye.

Thonmas.

Jones.

Landau.

Lozada.

Young.

Br ooks.

Harrity.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber

Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And, Counci l
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17. The nays
are 0. Myjority of all nenbers
havi ng voted in the affirmative,

the bill passes.
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WIlIl the Chief Cerk please
read the title of Bill No. 240187.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
“Phi | adel phia Land Bank," to allow
interested parties to require open
bi dding with the Land Bank when the
Land Bank seeks to execute speci al
authority to acquire property at a
sheriff's sale and allow prior
owners to redeemthe property when
such special authority is
exerci sed, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE

RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

Gaut hi er.

Aye.

Thonas.

Jones.

Landau.

Lozada.

Young.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l nenber

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: And, Counci l
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Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17. The nays
are 0. Myjority of all nenbers
havi ng voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Bill No. 240303.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng acceptance of the grant
to the City of two certain areas
| ocated on either side of Hunting
Park Avenue, east of Witaker
Avenue as sl ope easenents, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE

RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

Gaut hi er.

Aye.

Thonas.

Jones.

Landau.

Lozada.

Young.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l nenber

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: And, Counci l
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Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17. The nays
are 0. Myjority of all nenbers
havi ng voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

WIlIl the Chief Cerk please
read the title of Bill No. 240383.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
authorizing the Cty's Chief
I nnovation O ficer or their
designee to enter into a cable
tel evision franchi se renewal
agreenent with Verizon Pennsyl vani a
LLC, renewing the cable tel evision
franchise granted by the Cty to
Verizon for Franchise Areas |, 11,
1l and IV of the Gty, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIlIl the Chief Cerk please
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call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Philli ps:

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.
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Young.

Br ooks.

Harrity.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

O Rour ke.

Driscoll

O Neill.

Squi |l I a.

Bass.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l nenber
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And, Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17. The nays
are 0. Myjority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

WIl the Chief Oerk please
read the title of Bill No. 240423.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng the Conm ssi on of
Public Property on behalf of the
City to acquire fee sinple title or
| esser interest in real estate by
pur chase, dedi cation, donation,
condemmation, agreenent in |lieu of
condemat i on or otherw se in
parcels of |and along the
Schuyl kill River and the
W ssahi ckon Creek for public

recreational purposes, under

Page 180

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
05/ 30/ 2024

5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
different days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And, Counci l
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17 and the nays
are 0. Mijority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

WIl the derk please read
the title of Bill No. 240425.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property on behalf of the
City of the Philadel phia to acquire
a fee sinple title or a | esser real

estate interest in all or a portion
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of a parcel or parcels of land from
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority, the Phil adel phia Land
Bank and t he Phil adel phi a Housi ng
and Devel opnent Corporation, all
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
different days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIl the Chief Oerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
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Thonmas.

Jones.

Landau.

Lozada.

Young.

Br ooks.

Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

Page 185

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
05/ 30/ 2024

5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And, Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17. The nays
are 0. Mijority of all nenbers of
having voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Bill No. 240431.

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
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aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property on behalf of the
Cty to acquire fee sinple title or
a |l esser interest by purchase,
dedi cati on, donation, condemmati on,
agreenent in lieu of condemnati on
or otherw se of certain parcels of
| and al ong the Del aware River in
t he Tacony- Hol nesburg area for the
pur pose of making, enlarging,
connecting, extending, operating
and mai ntai ni ng public parks for
recreational use, under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
different days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
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G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

Gaut hi er.

Aye.

Thonmas.

Jones.

Landau.

Lozada.

Young.

Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
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COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: And, Counci l

Pr esi dent Johnson.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17. The nays
are 0. A mjority of all nenbers
havi ng voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

WIIl the derk please read
the title of Bill No. 240435.

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
aut hori zi ng t he Conm ssi oner of
Public Property on behalf of the
Cty to acquire fee sinple title or
a |l esser real estate to all or a
portion of a parcel or parcels of
| and situate at 121-25 East Chelten
Avenue, Phil adel phia, Pennsylvani a,
all under certain terns and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill having been read on two
di fferent days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIIl the Cerk please cal
the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber
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Philli ps.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
G I nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Young.

Page 191

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
05/ 30/ 2024

5/ 30/ 24 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

Br ooks.

Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l menber

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

O Rour ke.

Driscoll

O Neill.

Squi |l I a.

Bass.

Ahmad.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
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COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 17. The nays
are 0. A mjority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

WIl the derk please read
the title of Bill No. 240245.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 9-800 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
“Landl ord and Tenant," to nodify
requi rements and aut horizations
related to the City' s residential
Evi cti on Diversion Program
i ncl udi ng associ ated changes to the
| andl ord and tenant relationship
and to nmake certain technical
changes, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill having been read on two
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di fferent days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

WIl the Chief Oerk please
call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Nay.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber

Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And, Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 16. The nays
are 1. A mjority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Cerk will please read any
addi tional resolutions on today's
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: A privileged

resol uti on honoring and cel ebrating

the life and | egacy of service of
t he Honorabl e James R Roebuck,
Jr., introduced by Council menber
Gaut hi er.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Can we do a silent voice vote?
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hier, can
we do a standing --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
don't know -- what does that nean?
What shoul d | do?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You can nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
the resolution with a standing
vot e.

(Al'l menbers stood.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring Eric D.

Wl lianms, founder of the Project
Elijah Enpowering Autism

Foundation, for his work ensuring
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that children with autismare
supported, included, protected and
enpowered by creating the Autistic
Person Area street sign introduced
by Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the resol ution
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I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the next resol ution
pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on declaring June 2024 as
LEGBTQ+ Pride Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a i ntroduced by
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Commttee on Legislative
Oversight to hold hearings
exam ni ng disparities experienced
by the LGTQ+ comunity and
expl oring solutions to achieving
equity for LGBTQ+ Phil adel phi ans
I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Rue Landau for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
nove for the adoption of the

resol uti on.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zing May 2024 as
Bui | ding Safety Month in the Cty
of Phil adel phia i ntroduced by
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber

Young.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

I nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and
cel ebrating the 2024 Phili ppi ne
| ndependence Week Cel ebration in

Phi | adel phi a taking place from June
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1st to June 15th introduced by
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:  Thank
you, Council President.

I nove for the adoption of
this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
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ot her resolutions in ny possession,
Counci | President.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That conpl etes our Cal endar for
t oday.
Are there any brief
speeches on behalf of the Mnority?
The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Thank
you. Can you hear ne?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
(Nodded affirmatively).

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: Al
righty. So today I'mreally
exci ted because | reached two
m | estones that have been gui di ng
my work over the |last few years.
First, this Council body has nade
the Eviction D version Program
permanent in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Protecting
Phi | adel phia's renters has been the

focal point of ny work for severa
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years and it's been amazing to see
this program evol ve and grow.

When we | aunched the
Evi ction Diversion Programin 2020,
there was a | ot of opposition. But
over the past few years, people
have | earned nore about the program
and its popularity has really
grown. We now know that the
programis responsible for
preventing tens of thousands of
evictions a year.

45 percent of all 1andl ord-
tenant pairs have been able to
resolve their issues outside of
court, avoiding costly legal fees
and preventing an eviction filing
t hat bl ocks access to housing for
years into the future. This
program has becone a nati onal
nodel .

Second, we have established
a priority bid for the Land Bank.

And as nmany of you know, | see
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gardens and green space as life-
gi ving resources for Phil adel phia
nei ghbor hoods. By establishing and
protecting these spaces, residents
are building community, reducing
crime and i nproving their physical
and mental health in primarily
Bl ack and Brown nei ghbor hoods
across the City.

But once again, these
spaces are bei ng bought by
devel opers and once they're bought,
t hey can never get them back. So
I"'mreally excited to be kind of
setting the standard for housing
justice and land justice here in
Counci I .

And |I'm al so co-sponsoring
Counci | renber Landau's resol ution
declaring June as Pride Month in
Phi | adel phia. As we head into
Pride Month, |'mso grateful for
the | eaders that have fought for

nore safety and nore freedom for
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queer trans Phil adel phians. Their
work has laid the foundation for
one of the laws in the Reproductive
Freedom package that | passed | ast
year. This |aw prohibits sharing
of any data that could be used to
harass or prosecute soneone for
usi ng reproductive care, and it
makes Phi | adel phia one of the
safest places in the country to
access reproductive and gender -
reform ng health care.

But still we have so nuch
work to do, especially when it
comes to our queer and trans youth,
who are nore likely to be facing
depressi on, honel essness. \Wet her
we' re tal king about housing, health
care, education or any other issue,
we need to uplift the unique needs
of queer trans youth and insist on
| aws and policies that protect
their humanity, their dignity and

their freedom
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Thank you so nmuch, Counci
Presi dent.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Nicol as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Counci| President, thank you very
much.

As a new nenber of this
body, | know sonme of ny biggest
votes are actually still ahead of
nme, but today is nonunental in ny
book. Philly's Eviction D version
Programis now pernanent.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  And
it feels |ike one of the nost
I nportant votes that |'ve cast in
the last five nonths that |'ve been
in this body because of the
material difference. This program

has made since its introduction,
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which is a large part of why |
wanted to run and to win election
to this body, to join in bringing
material wns to working people.
I"'mgrateful to all of ny
col | eagues who co-sponsored and saw
this legislation through. It is an
enornous nonent for our city and a
del i berate and neasurable shift in
how we treat renters who are in
need.

Extra thanks are in order
for Council nenbers Brooks and
Gaut hi er who worked to push this
policy forward. W can nake sone
noi se for them

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  And
they did it in a nonment of real
crisis. | realized that
politicization can happen nore than
once in alifetime. The nost
recent exanple for nme is actually

the entirety of the year 2020.
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Fol ks probably ought to renenber
how di sconbobul ated we all were in
t hat year

I was still reeling from
t he changes that we had seen in
those first nonths of the pandem c,
that summer of protest and of
passion and tinmely enough the
tension that we were feeling about
a presidential election, sounds
famliar. But this programstarted
that Septenber and in sone ways for
many was a real leap of faith at
the tine.

Menbers of this body have
spoken about their skepticism when
it first launched, but then how
seeing eviction diversion in action
seei ng the 10, 000- pl us
Phi | adel phians it's hel ped changed
their view The manifested
evi dence of roofs overheads and
relief for the people changed their

view. That sounds |ike visionary
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policy to ne. That sounds I|ike
good legislating to ne.

So thank y'all both for
bei ng down fromthe junp and for
allowi ng nyself to be able to
arrive here and join with y'all.
I"'mgrateful to join the fight now
and continue to learn from you.

The Eviction Diversion Programis
al so proof of a nuch bigger concept
to me. |Its success is proof that
we can |earn fromthe pandemc
instead of trying to keep it in the
rearview mrror.

The emergency neasures as
we call themthat led to an influx
of social support during the
pandem c, well, they don't all need
to be enmergency neasures.

Sonetinmes big disruptions revea
what opportunities you're

overl ooking or unwilling to see
before. And | hope that we can

consi der that nore when reflecting
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on 2020 and 2021 especially.

Despite all the deep
chal | enges of those years, |
believe there are key |l essons to
| earn locally, nationally,
gl obally. And when we do that,
we're in that Jeffersonian |ane, if
you will, toward a nore perfect
uni on when we learn fromthese
things. Eviction diversionis a
| ocal success that has gone
national. But what matters nost is
what it's changed here on the
gr ound.

There are many ways to
quantify the difference this
program has nmade, but a few facts
sumit up and I'Il be real quick.
There was 2061 evictions in January
2020 and not one nonth since then
has that nunber been matched.
That's good news. And Philly
hasn't hit its pre-COVID average

for eviction filings in over four
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years, four years, and hopefully
never agai n because there's no need
to go back to the way that things
wer e.

Phi | adel phi ans who rent
have been cl ear about how the
program s nedi ati on process has
bought themtinme, has saved t hem
noney, has lifted the crushing
wei ght off of their shoul ders and
the Housing Comm ttee's hearing on
the programthat we heard from
| andl or ds who descri bed eviction
di version as a real benefit that
hel ped them stay true to their
m ssion, especially with the
targeted financial assistance that
hel ps snooth out nedi ati on cases.

The coalition that has cone
together around this policy is
cl ear evidence of what success
| ooks like, uniting factions wthin
and wi thout this body that may

appear to be in opposition. And |
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hope to be a part of many, many,
many nore nonments |ike this where
we help fashion clear, material,
neasur abl e change that nakes
people's lives better. That's why
we're here. And |I'mso grateful
for everyone who played a part in
t hat .

This is holy work, Council
President. Good trouble, dare |
say. And |I'm happy to be in it
with all of y'all. Thank you so
much.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

We don't have Freeway in
West Philly. 1It's an unfortunate
fact that we've had to live with.

But this Saturday we will have the
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Roots at the Mann Music Center and
we're going to show up and show
out, and we wel cone everyone to
cone on out.

Ri ght down the street there
Is a place called the Container
Village and there is a vibe. And
if you're not at the Roots, come on
down. We'll be playing Sunmer of
Soul, every online concert that the
Roots ever did, we'll have that.
There will be food. There will be
Bl ack thought. There will be
pur chasi ng opportunities from
vendors that are in the Village.
So it's a vibe.

Come on out, do it with us.
If you want a clean, safe place to
go to the bathroom we can provide
that too. So all ny nenbers and
all the folk within ny voice,
pl ease conme out, enjoy the weekend,
enj oy the day because we got the

Roots in the 4th District. Thank
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you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You know Freeway is from West
Philly. | just want to let you
know that, sir. He's from your
fromD strict.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: He ain't
inny District, is he?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

COUNCI LMAN JONES: On ny
God. He can cone too now.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

I''mgoing to add my voice
to the chorus. Today we voted to
enshrine our Eviction Diversion
Program as the permanent |aw of the
|l and, a critical step in our fight
agai nst housing insecurity. Wen

coupled with rental assistance, the
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Eviction Diversion Programis one
of our city's nost effective anti -
di spl acenent prograns ever. And it
iIs a racial justice programt oo,
because an overwhel mng majority of
tenants who face eviction are
singl e Bl ack not hers.

Thanks to the Eviction
Di versi on Program we have an
average of 10,000 fewer evictions
every year than we did
pre-pandem c. That's 10, 000
fam |lies who woul d ot herw se
undergo one of the nost traumatic
and destabilizing experiences
possi bl e, because a safe stable and
af fordabl e hone is the bedrock of a
successful life in healthy
communi ti es.

As rent and housing costs
continue to soar, we know that the
Evi ction Diversion Programremains
just as inportant for the safety

and vitality of our nei ghborhoods
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as it was in 2020. So thank you to
all of ny colleagues for
recogni zing how inportant it is to
keep this program working for our
conmuni ti es.

I want to give a special
shout-out to my co-introducers
Mnority Leader Kendra Brooks,
Mnority Whip N colas O Rourke and
Counci | renber Rue Landau. And
t hank you to our co-sponsors
Majority Whip Thomas, Deputy
Maj ority Wi p Bass, Council menber
Ahmad, Counci | nrenber Jones,
Counci | nrenber Lozada, Council nenber
Harrity, Council menber Driscoll and
Counci | menber Squill a.

Let's keep this
pr o- housi ng, pro-nei ghborhood
noment um goi ng by superchargi ng the
Eviction Diversion Programwith a
robust investnment in rental
assi stance. Qur Targeted Fi nanci al

Assi stance program works in tandem
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with the Eviction Diversion Program
to keep famlies housed and
| andl ords paid. But the demand
al ready far outstrips the anount of
fundi ng avail abl e.

The nost affordabl e hone
tends to be the one you al ready
live in. To defy displacenent and
stabilize our communities, we nust
expand TFA, not slash the Cty's
contribution. | look forward to
working with all of you on this as
our budget process conti nues.

On a nore sonber note, |
woul d also like to take a few
nonents to honor the life and
cel ebrate the nenory of the late
Honor abl e Janes R Roebuck, Jr.,
who passed away earlier this nonth.
Rep Roebuck served as a legislative
assistant to former Mayor WI son
Goode, an Assi stant Professor of
hi story at Drexel University and a

State Representative for West
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Philly's 188th House District for
35 years.

Rep Roebuck was a noted
authority on schools and public
education. He possessed an
exceptional ability to form
| egi sl ative coalitions and
articul ate nuances in policy
proposals. During his two decades
of service as the denocratic |eader
on the Pennsyl vani a House Educati on
Comm ttee, he fought to give our
young people a high quality
educati on.

He hel ped secure state
fundi ng for kindergarten prograns,
the Community Col | ege of
Phi | adel phia and | ocal access to
hi gh-speed internet. Rep Robuck's
bel oved wi fe Cheryl taught nusic
and together they tutored students
in reading at Lee Elenentary. And,
in fact, Cheryl Roebuck was ny

little sister's nusic teacher when
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she was in elenmentary school .

Rep Roebuck was al so a
staunch supporter of wonen's
rights, LABTQ+ rights, |abor
rights, gun control and the
protection of animals and the
environment. Rep Roebuck | ed the
Pennsyl vani a Legi sl ative Bl ack
Caucus which created a schol arship
in his name upon his retirenent.

Qutside of Harrisburg, Rep
Roebuck served as a Board nenber at
the Comunity Col | ege of
Phi | adel phia, the Pennsyl vani a
Hi gher Educati on Assi stance Agency
and the Pennsyl vania Hi storical and
Museum Commi ssion. | wll always
remenber Rep Roebuck for his
intellect, passion for social
justice and commtnent to public
service. | amproud to honor this
trail bl azi ng West Phil adel phi an and
chanpi on of our young people with a

resol uti on today.
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Thank you to Rep Robuck's
famly, friends, colleagues and
supporters for comng today to
honor his |ife and celebrate his
menory. Thank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Kathy G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you. Thank you
so much, Council President. And
t hank you col | eagues for your
support of the passage of the bill
around the O fice of Honel ess
Servi ces QOrbudsperson.

Today | rise to speak about
a bill that | introduced to renove
t he nonprofit vendor exenption.
First and forenost, | want to
sincerely thank Mayor Parker and

her Adm nistration for their hard
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wor k and diligence to address the
significant concerns regarding the
O fice of Honel ess Services'
spendi ng and operations, from
calling for a forensic audit to
when the Mayor pulled us al
together for a press briefing on
April 22nd to share the findings of
the I nspector General's draft
report.

| felt her urgency to
address what we all knowis a
serious problem not only wth
financial m snmanagenent but al so
with quality of service. The Mayor
has made high service quality her
nost inportant priority, and | know
that Gty Council shares and
supports that goal.

Mayor Parker has al so
stat ed unequi vocally that we are no
| onger here to do business as
usual , that our service delivery

has suffered from doi ng the sane
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thing over and over and expecting a
different result. And | agree with
her. In order to ensure we are
taki ng the necessary steps to not
only address the situation with the
Ofice of Honel ess Services, but
al so that we are in an open,
transparent and account abl e
gover nnent .

Wth the rel ease of the
draft report -- and we all have a
copy on our desk, colleagues -- the
O G listed a nunber of
recommendations | was able to
review, including Recommendation 4
which is on Page 14 of the report
to evaluate the scope of the
nonprofit exenption. The draft AOG
report stated, OHS created and
managed a uni que mar ket for
services that was fairly
unregul ated and not driven by
pricing conpetition with nore than

150 nonprofit vendors. The |ack of
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mar ket controls gave OHS a certain
freedomto work with their vendors
on nore of an informal and
rel ati onshi p-driven basis.

| greatly appreciate all of
the hard work that our nonprofit
vendors do each and every day and |
do understand that this will be a
significant change in the way they
do business. | also know that our
partners will want to support the
Cty's attenpts to be transparent
and accountable with taxpayer
dol | ars, resources that come out of
t he pockets of our hardworking
resi dents.

Cty contracting can be a
cunber sone process, but | have seen
I nstances where doi ng an RFP has
created a better outcone for
service quality. For exanple, when
| worked with DHS to establish our
Community Eveni ng Resource Centers,

| advocated for themto do an RFP
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process to ensure we were
i dentifying comrunity-based
or gani zati ons who had the cultura
conpetency to provide high-quality
services to the famlies in their
nei ghbor hoods.

Today DHS has conpl et ed
four rounds of RFPs for the CERC
centers, and we have six vendors
all of whomare rooted in their
| ocal communities. Sone of these
vendors previously held DHS
contracts and others were new. It
becane a great opportunity for
smal | er nonprofits to benefit from
a Gty contract.

We need to be creating nore
opportunities for smaller
organi zations to benefit fromCty
work. Additionally, we have seen
repeatedly that the nonprofit
exenption has created issues with
conpliance. Not only has OHS been

identified as using the nonprofit
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exenption to create and nmanage and
| quote the draft O G report here,
"a uni que market for services that
was fairly unregul ated and not
driven by price and conpetition,”
but there have al so been ot her
i nstances identified by the Cty
Controller of the nonprofit
exenption allowing the City to do
business in a way that favors
certain providers.

In the report issued in
April, the Controller cited the
nonprofit exenption as a way the
City avoided an open and
transparent bidding process for the
Communi ty Expansion Grant Program
Additionally, in a report fromJuly
of 2021 former Controller Rebecca
Rhynhart found that CBH
I nappropriately entered into a sole
source contract under the nonprofit
exenpti on.

For years this provision
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has been identified as a chall enge
to our goals of open, transparent
and account abl e governnent. And
once again, the unfinished draft
O G report urgently and
expedi tiously rel eased by the Mayor
showed how this provision was
central to OHS' s financi al
m smanagenent .

The draft report al so
denonstrated i nstances where
departnents who do not have the
ability to contract with nonprofit
vendors w t hout RFPs added onto
contracts held by departnents who
do, which further conplicates our
ability to track spendi ng and
service quality.

As our Mayor says, we are
One Philly, a city united and our
goals are the sane; to create the
saf est, cl eanest, greenest city in
America that provides econom c

opportunity for all. The Cty
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plays a crucial role in providing
t hat econom c opportunity and in
ensuring the highest quality
services reach our residents.

For all of those reasons
col | eagues, | respectfully request
your support for Bill No. 240379.
| know change brings fear. | know
change brings fear-nongering,
bul l ying and nore attenpts for
conpl acency, but change all ows us
an opportunity to inprove and
i ncorporate best practices in Gty
governnment. | hope you will join
me in adopting this reconmendation
fromthe draft unfinished OG
report.

Thank you, Council
Presi dent.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel come.

The Chair recognizes

Counci | mrenber Jay Young.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today we on City Counci
passed a resol ution recogni zi ng May
2024 as Building Safety Month in
the Gty of Philadel phia. Building
Safety Month is an internationa
canpai gn that was started by the
I nternational Code Council to raise
awar eness every year about buil ding
safety.

Bui l di ng Safety Month
provi des an opportunity to educate
the public, professionals and
pol i cymakers about the essenti al
wor k of construction workers and to
nme nore inportantly, construction
safety inspectors and buil di ng
I nspectors about the inpact of
their efforts on safety in the
conmuni ty.

So | just want to give a
speci al shout-out to AFSCVE D. C

2187, those building inspectors and
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t hose code officials over there who
work tirelessly every day to keep
our city safe and secure. Again,
we want to give you a speci al
shout-out. W know our city is an
old city and you face chal |l enges
every day going out to inspect
t hese properties and make sure that
they're safe, to nmake sure that
construction sites are safe, by
bei ng conducted in a worknman-1|1ike
manner. So we appreciate you and
all you do for our city.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel come.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you, Council President.

| have to add ny voice to
t he super excitenent of the
per manency of the Eviction

Di version Program \Wen we were
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first working on these bills, | was
on the Adm nistration side and
wor ki ng wi th Counci | menber Gaut hi er
and Brooks's office along with
others to make sure that we got it
ri ght when we were doing it for the
first tine.

So to me this is a ful
circle nonent of making this
i ncredi bly successful Eviction
Di versi on Program permanent. But |
woul d say in order to make it even
nore successful, I wll take a term
fromny col | eague Counci | nenber
Gauthier to say we got to
supercharge it. And we currently
have sone noney all ocated for
Targeted Financi al Assistance
rental assistance. W nust do
nore. We nust expand the rental
assi stance, the Targeted Financi al
Assi stance to nmake sure that this
programis not only successful for

st oppi ng eviction but keeps people
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long termin their housing and as a
part of their communities and
nei ghbor hoods.

So thank you to ny
col | eagues. And al so, thank you to
t he incredi bl e advocates and
tenants and | andl ords who have cone
to support this from day one.
They're the reasons why we coul d
make this happen and they are the
ones al so who are doing the hard
work on the front |ine.

| also wanted to just take
a nonent to thank State Rep-elect
Andre Carroll and Jasper Liem the
Executive Director of the Attic
Youth Center, for com ng out and
speaki ng today in support of ny
three resolutions. |'mhonored to
be the Philadel phia's first openly
LEGBTQ+ Council menber. And to ne,
this affirnms the val ues that
conti nue to nake Phil adel phia a

beacon of inclusivity, diversity
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and unwavering support for all of
its residents.

Today | introduced a
package of three resolutions ained
at, one, celebrating Pride and
ki cking off Pride Month; two,
protecting LGBTQ+ people here in
Phi | adel phia from potential attacks
at the state and federal |evels of
governnent; and three, opening a
conversation in Cty Hall about
what that actually nmeans in
practice for Phil adel phia's queer
comunity, especially when it cones
to the system c barriers that our
community faces.

VWile Pride is neant to be
atime of joy and celebration, it
iIs also a tinme of action.

Remember, the first Pride was a
riot |ed by many, including Marsha
P. Johnson, a Bl ack trans woman.
The LEBTQ+ conmmunity is facing an

inflection point that | don't think
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we coul d have i magined 10 years ago
when marriage equality becane the
| aw of the | and and so many of us
felt like there was no goi ng back
and we were noving on the path
forward

There's been a noted rise
of anti-LGTQ hate and vi ol ence.
Recent nurders of trans people such
as Nex Benedict in Cklahoma and
numer ous Phi | adel phi ans, i ncl udi ng
Mar' Quis M) Jackson, Shantee Tucker
and Shahere D anond Jackson-
McDonal d i n Phil adel phia are
unaccept abl e, outrageous and nust
be st opped.

Bl ack trans wonen in
particul ar are di sproportionately
af fected by viol ence, displacenent
and di scrimnation. R ght now
LEBTQ+ peopl e across the country
and right here in our Conmonweal th
are facing unprecedented attacks on

our rights that threaten to strip
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back the progress we've made as a
country, state and city.

Legislation is being
i ntroduced across the country to
restrict our rights and |aunch
attacks at our nost vul nerable
nei ghbors. As of this norning, the
ACLU reports 515 anti-LGBTQ+ bills
i ntroduced nationw de in 2024 and 4
of themright here in Pennsylvani a.

Sone of the proposals
I ncl ude book bans in schools for
qgueer aut horship or content,
| egislation at state and federal
| evel that would limt the ability
to live authentically and
restrictions on access to gender-
affirmng health care that have
been proven to save kids' |ives.

To say the |least, the
stakes are high, so very high for
our conmunity, and especially for
the LGBTQ youth who have found

t hensel ves the target of so nmuch of
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this action. It is sonbering to
note that the LGBTQ+ young peopl e
are nore than four tines as likely
to attenpt suicide than their
peers, a statistic that | hope wll
go down in com ng years and perhaps
our actions here today and noving
forward in Gty Hall can be a small
part in making that happen.

For that reason, 1'd like
to thank all of ny coll eagues who
co-sponsored today's resol utions
for being allies today. The
nessage we are sending as a
| egi slative body is clear: Pride
isn't just a celebration, it is a
rem nder of the courage, resilience
and unwavering spirit of the LGBTQ+
community which could not be nore
I nportant than in 2024.

By affirmng to continue to
protect LGBTQ+ peopl e regardl ess of
what happens at the state or

federal levels, we are sending a
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cl ear nmessage Phil adel phia is no
pl ace for hate, prejudice or
di scrimnation. Qur conmunity,
especially trans people, continue
to face wi despread discrimnation,
have a harder tine accessing health
care and/or finding enploynent and
suffer nore nmental health issues
related to discrimnation.

That's why the Conmittee on
Legi sl ative Oversight will hold a
hearing to exam ne the inequities
experienced by LGBTQ+ people. This
hearing will provide a platformfor
voi ces that are too often
mar gi nal i zed or ignored. | can't
wait to hold themin the second
half of the year. And |I'm hopefu
for the day in which every single
nmenber of the LGBTQ+ comunity can
be their full authentic selves and
are not only accepted but
celebrated for who they are.

There is so nuch great
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Pri de progranmm ng happeni ng across
the Gty this year. | hope you'll
join me on Sunday at the festival.
We're having a table and we're
regi stering people to vote, anong
ot her things. And next week on
Thursday in the Mayor's reception
roomas we hold a press conference
announci ng this new package of
Pride resolutions, | |look forward
to seeing you all there.

Thank you for allowng ne a
coupl e extra m nutes, Council
President. | appreciate you very
much.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Rue Lan -- Quetcy
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

Very briefly because the
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setting in this roomis always on
polar setting. [It's always
freezing in here. So very briefly.
The Barriers to Bed resolution
passed favorably today. | want to
say thank you to those who
co-si gned, Council nmenber Harrity,
Squilla, Driscoll, Ahnmad and Jones.
Qur goal is to really break down
the barriers and to allow people to
really connect to those services
when they say they're ready and
when t hey need t hem

And so, |I'd like to ask ny
coll eagues if there are people in
your networks that you believe
we' ve m ssed that we've not had a
conversation with that can hel p us
really figure out where are these
beds, who are the providers and
what are sone of the challenges or
some of the success stories that
t hey have experienced when

i ndi viduals conme to them for these
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types of services.

If you know of any, please
send them our way. W really want
to make sure that we're able to
capture all of the voices and al
of those experts in the area of
provi di ng services where beds are
requi red. Pl ease send them our
way. We're really | ooking forward
to change the process and to nake
it an easier path for people to
truly get into recovery. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

There are no nore speeches
on behalf of the Majority. | just
want to say good |j ob everyone on
t he package of bills and the bills
that we have passed as it rel ates
to noving the City of Phil adel phia
forward

The Chair now recogni zes
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Counci | renber Thomas for a notion
t o adj ourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Thank
you, Council President.

| nove that Council stands
adj ourned until Thursday, June 6,
2024 at 10:00 a.m pronptly.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, June 6th
at 10:00 a. m

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the notion
carries. Thank you very nuch

(Stated Meeting adj our ned
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