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COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

Room 400, City Hall
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Friday, May 13, 2016

3:25 p.m.

PRESENT :

COUNCILMAN KENYATTA JOHNSON, VICE-CHAIR

RESOLUTION 160081 - Resolution authorizing the
Philadelphia City Council Committee on Public
Safety to hold hearings regarding the
establishment of a comprehensive strategy for
reducing and eliminating youth gun violence.
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 1"m going
to go ahead and get started. This
hearing i1s now called to order. This 1iIs
a public hearing of the Committee on
Public Safety. My name is Councilman
Kenyatta Johnson.

Will the Clerk please read the
title of the resolution.

THE CLERK: Resolution 160081,
a resolution authorizing the Philadelphia
City Council Committee on Public Safety
to hold hearings regarding the
establishment of a comprehensive strategy
for reducing and eliminating youth gun
violence.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Wwill the
Clerk please read the first witness.

THE CLERK: Panel 1, Antwann
Postell, Kia Sutton, Niya Ray, Jarred
Bradley, and Marcquis Graham. Please
come forward to the witness table.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
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5/13/16 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 160081
state your name for the record and begin
your testimony. But before you start, |1
want to thank all of you for taking time
out of your schedule, especially on a
Friday, to come and talk about ideas,
solutions as to how we address the issue
of youth gun violence.

About a month ago, my
colleagues and I hosted a hearing
particularly on this issue of youth gun
violence, and primarily during that
hearing only adults had the opportunity
to speak and only adults talked about
what they thought we should be doing as a
city to address the issue of youth gun
violence. But we did have about two
young people that came up and spoke and
they said, Well, if adults are going to
talk about youth gun violence, like where
are the voices of our young people,
because we"re the ones experiencing this
gun violence and how come we"re not at
the table. So we took time out this

Friday especially -- we took time out of
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this Friday particularly to provide you a
voice and an opportunity to talk about
how we can work on this issue of youth
gun violence, but we wanted to directly
hear 1t from you.

So we thank all of you for
taking time out of your Friday afternoon
and making a choice to be a voice for
young people.

So we can go ahead and begin.
My name is Kenyatta Johnson, City
Councilman. 1°m sorry. My district is
South Philadelphia, Southwest, and Center
City. That"s the neighborhood Point
Breeze, Grays Ferry, Eastwick, Penrose,
Girard Estate, Saigon, 13th Street,
Hawthorne area. Some of y"all will catch
that later on, but very, very diverse
district.

Go ahead. 1°m going to turn it
over to everyone.

MISS SUTTON: My name is Kia
Sutton.

MR. GRAHAM: My name Marcquis
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Graham.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Kia, you
want to start.

MISS SUTTON: Okay. Are you
asking me a question?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: So give us
your perspective on what do you think
that we can be doing as a city to address
the i1ssue of youth gun violence, issues,
concerns. Because the information that
we"re going to be taking from this actual
hearing i1s looking at how do we Improve
the resources that the City provides to
specifically address the issue of youth
gun violence.

MISS SUTTON: Okay. 1 think
some things that contribute to gun
violence i1s social i1nequality such as
like bullying and people tend to solve
their disagreements with gun violence
nowadays. So 1 think a lot of things
that can prevent or help -- prevent gun
violence are like those little safe

havens of like the recreation centers and
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like things that people can do or kids
can do after school that would not
require them to just hang around on the
streets or things like that.

I used to go to a dance school
on 63rd Street, but they closed that
recreation center down, so that"s no
longer there. So I just think that a lot
of people can really benefit from those
programs.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

MR. GRAHAM: Again, my name
Marcquis Graham, and 1 would answer that
by saying -- well, first | was part of
gun violence. |1 was In the streets. 1I™m
20 years old now. 1 was part of that
when 1 was about 15, 16, but part of 1t
was because what she was saying,
recreation centers are closing down, pop
centers are closing down. And, again,
the youth don"t ever get the chance to
speak. It"s always what the adults want
us to do, and all these 'stop the

violence'" marches, but they not
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interacting with the Kids.

They tell us to go to school.
They tell us to do things that we want to
do, but how will we do that 1T we don"t
see that? We come outside and we see,
you know, all the people on the streets
making money, and that®"s our vision,
because that"s what we see. We not
seeing people come i1n, feed homeless
people. We not seeing people going to
college trips or anything like that.

So 1 say we need to open up
more recreation centers, interact with
the kids, you know, just by doing like
cookouts or just taking them on like
college trips or, you know, NBA games,
like big brother/little brother, big
sister/little sister programs.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

MR. POSTELL: How you doing?
My name i1s Antwann Postell.

I actually didn"t hear the
question.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: So from
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your perspective, give us how you think
that we as a city can address the iIssue
of youth gun violence, as well as what do
you think are the issues, concerns. In
this hearing we are taking testimony to
address the issue of youth gun violence
here 1n the City of Philadelphia.

MR. POSTELL: Well, right now
like the way the City is set up now, like
I*"m currently 25 years old. 1"m not
really that old, but when I was growing
up, there was a lot of things to do, like
It was basketball leagues, It was
football leagues, 1t was programs, It was
drama clubs. It was all types of things
for the youth to do to keep us busy.

When you have a lot of time on your
hands, you just flock to whatever that
you see, whatever is around you. And
now, as they both spoke on, with the
closing of these rec centers, there isn"t
anything to do for these kids. So what
they see i1s the drugs and the gun

violence. So that"s what they"re adept
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to. They"re adept to their environment.
So what we need to do as a

city ——- well, what I do personally in my
neighborhood, 1°ve been running a
basketball league for like five years
now. 1°ve been taking a lot of kids all
over the City. But I"m one man, and I
understand -- just me being me, | see how
that affects my neighborhood, but just
imagine 1T us as a city with the people
in position of power, i1f they all came
together and shared the same vision or at
least put the same effort in, just
Iimagine what we can do for these kids.
You got these high school kids, they
don®"t have jobs. So they resort to
selling drugs, because a lot of them are
coming from broken homes. These

parents -- a lot of single parents out
here, single mothers, because majority, a
vast majority, especially iIn the African
American culture or in the urban
community, shall 1 say, a majority of

them are in prison or in jail —- 1 mean

Page 9

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Safety
May 13, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

5/13/16 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 160081

in jail or dead. So there"s a lot of
broken homes. So these kids, they
selling drugs because they don"t have any
jobs. And with coming with selling drugs
also brings gun violence as well.

So the main thing 1s, we just
got to give these kids something to do to
occupy their time that"s positive. IT
not, they"ll just become a product of
theilr environment.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

Anybody else want to elaborate?

I"m going to push you a little
further, right? And in my area, one part
of the area that 1 represent in South
Philadelphia, we have, 1 think 1t"s, two
football leagues. You have the Sigma
Sharks. We have the Hurricanes, and
there®s the Point Breeze Youth
Development Basketball League and then we
also have -- there®s another basketball
league at Vare Rec Center.

How do you go about making sure

that when there are programs that are out
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there for young people to actually take
advantage of them and get involved in
during the summertime? Can y"all give me
some feedback on that? Or are you saying
also In certain areas, there®s just like
nothing to do at all?

MR. POSTELL: There"s nothing
to do at all. But for one -- and 1 know
this firsthand -- for one, the youth want
to know that people really care. Like if
you show these kids that you care about
them, with no hidden agendas or anything
like that, then they®"re going to be
receptive to the things that you“re
saying, but if not, i1f 1It"s just for
like -- we just had a "stop the violence"
rally in my neighborhood recently with
Sweet Sunnah, Sister Taleah. She came
out and help put i1t together. A bunch of
politicians came out, a lot of
politicians who was running. | never
seen these people a day in my life. They
want to come out, take pictures, but it

was for the --
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: For the
press.

MR. POSTELL: For the press,
exactly. Oh, I"m running. Vote for me.
Vote for me.

We"re like, What are you really
doing i1n this neighborhood that*s helped
making a difference? These kids don"t
see you out here interacting with them.
They don"t see you out here while they"re
hungry, help feeding them or just help
them -- anything. In my neighborhood,
our rec center i1s open, but it hasn"t
been a program -- any programs in our
neighborhood for like the last ten years,
aside from the programs that 1 provide.
But other than that, like there iIs no one
that shows that they care. Why am 1
going to listen to you If you don"t care
about me? That makes no sense.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

What part of the City do you live in, 1if
you don*"t mind me asking?

MR. POSTELL: West Philly.
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Where
about i1n West Philly?

MR. POSTELL: West Mill Creek
area. The Pit -- there®s a basketball
court called the Pit.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 46th
Street?

MR. POSTELL: 49th Street.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Near
Hoopes Street?

MR. POSTELL: Yes. It was
crazy, just the face that you made,
right, that"s like the perception of our
neighborhood for the entire City.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: No. 1
said just only for the simple fact that I
used to live on June Street a long, long
time ago. So I know about James Rhoads,
Martha Washington, used to go to Sister
Clara Muhammad as a kid. 1 know about
June Street, 46th Street. And Hoopes
Street is right next to James Rhoads. So
the face is more so because | know the

area and -- well, 1 always stayed on the
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other side, though, close to 46th and
Brown.

But nevertheless, though, you
made some great points, and | just wanted
to get some feedback from all of you but,
most importantly, the testimony, because
It"s good to hear from your perspective
what do we need to be doing better as a
city to be supportive. And 1 think one
thing that came across i1s definitely
making sure there"s things available for
young people to get involved iIn
consistently, but also those who do
represent government and those who are
adults that do participate not only 1iIn
politics but just in their day-to-day
lives In terms of interacting with the
community, like do what you say you"re
going to do, be about what you"re saying
and don"t just come around during
election time.

MR. POSTELL: Right.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

Anything else before we call up the next
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panel?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: All right.
Thank you very much for your testimony.

MR. POSTELL: Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
for being here.

(Applause.)

THE CLERK: The next panel 1i1s
Jaheim Marell, Andy Matthews, Quadir
Lighty, and Yasir Lighty.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

THE CLERK: Pull the microphone
close to you and then i1dentify yourself
before you begin speaking.

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: Quadir
Lighty.

MR. MATTHEWS: Andrew Matthews.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You can
start.

MR. MATTHEWS: 1 come here to
talk about the violence that®"s going on

Iin the streets. 1It"s a lot of people
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dying out here, and i1t"s black. Like not
to be racist or anything, but like
there®s a lot of black people dying out
here left and right. And like the
community like I"m in i1s like a dance
group and --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 1t"s like
a? Say It again.

MR. MATTHEWS: 1It"s a dance

group
COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: One more
time
MR. MATTHEWS: A dance group.
COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: A dance
group.

MR. MATTHEWS: Yes.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Do me a
favor, bring the microphone close up to
you. Yeah, that"s much better.

MR. MATTHEWS: All right.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: What"s the
name of your dance group?

MR. MATTHEWS: Bomb Squad.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Bomb Squad
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dance group?

MR. MATTHEWS: Yes. And like
going around them, 1t keeps me off the
street. Like I feel much safer going
around them, because sometimes 111 be
feeling like am | going to be next? And
I don"t like that feeling. But like when
I go around Bomb Squad, 1 feel way safer.
I jJust feel much better being around
people that do the same thing I do.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay. So
the dance group keeps you out of trouble,
IS what you"re saying.

MR. MATTHEWS: Yes. And 1
think like we need like exposure and
publicity, so like people can come In and
be with us and vibe with us and have the
same attitude we having. Because
nowadays everybody want to be into drugs
and guns. They think that"s the trend.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay. 1
like that.

MR. MATTHEWS: There"s so much

things on my mind when 1 think about
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violence. Like why should a parent have
to bury their child at a young age?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: That"s
right.

MR. MATTHEWS: That hurts.

Them people, they just don"t care. They
just shooting anybody, and they don"t
have like no type of remorse or mercy for
anybody. And 1 just think like why, like
why do they do 1t?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Let me ask
you this in terms of participating inside
your dance group: So how are you
accepted by your peers that"s not in the
dance group? When you®re coming home,
when you"re leaving and the guy standing
on the corner and getting involved in
whatever but you involved in your dance
group, does 1t have an impact on how they
treat you?

MR. MATTHEWS: Well, sometimes.
I jJust try to stay away, because like
being in the mix leads to so much

negative things. Like I go home, lay
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down, go to practice. 1 just try to stay
out the way.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay. All
right.

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: Well, I™m
the creator of Bomb Squad. 1 made 1t two
years ago. It was to help my other
friends get off the street, because
nowadays like rappers, they put out there
that selling drugs and getting money --
you get money from selling drugs. That"s
not the only way. Like the "bomb™ iIn
Bomb Squad stands for Building on My
Brother®"s Back. And like we create other
businesses for other young kids and like
what we need is like funding so we can
help put 1t out there more. Like 1f more
people know about what we doing, more
people will be active. It would be less
moms crying.

I lost my friend Saleem to gun
violence. It was November 1st last year,
2015. And 1 felt as though 1f he was

around people of my caliber, he would
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want to be In Bomb Squad, do stuff that
Bomb Squad do. He would have never got
killed. He would have never been exposed
to drugs. He would have never been
exposed to none of that. He would have
still been living today.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: So let me
ask you this: So you created Bomb Squad
on your own?

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: Yes.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: And the
purpose of you creating Bomb Squad was to
get?

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: Get youth
off the streets and to do more activities
such as dance and rap and thinking.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay. How
many people are in your group?

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: Well, from
over the years, i1t was over 200 kids, but
right now 1t"s 20, because like right now
so far, the bad side i1s winning. Kids,
they see dancing as not being cool no

more. They see being on the streets as
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being cool, so...

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

Young man.

MR. YASIR LIGHTY: My name is
Yasir Lighty. 1"m a member of -- part of
the Bomb Squad dance group. | don"t
dance, but 1 help the kids like be more
active.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Put the
microphone -- there you go.

MR. YASIR LIGHTY: Help the
kids be more active inside the community.
I play basketball. What we want to do is
start -- we need funding to start a Bomb
Squad basketball team. So kids, like
other kids around the community, can get
off the streets, and we just need like
money and stuff to start the basketball
league and stuff.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.
What"s your role with the group, with the
Bomb Squad group?

MR. YASIR LIGHTY: This is my
brother right here.
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: That"s
your brother?

MR. YASIR LIGHTY: Yeah.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay. You
holding your big brother down. Okay.
That works.

Young man.

MR. MARELL: My name Jaheim
Marell. 1 came to Bomb Squad to stop
getting off the streets from people
standing on the corner and selling drugs
and stuff. |1 want to stop seeing that.
And then 1 saw Bomb Squad on Instagram
and then I called Quadir so I can join
and stuff so 1 could do more activities
and having fun.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Quadir,
what other activities does the Bomb Squad
do also besides dancing?

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: Besides
dancing, Bomb Squad walks through
neighborhoods with a casket to show other
kids that at the end of the day, 1t y-all

keep continuing to sell drugs, shoot
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guns, this is what happens. And once
they see the reality of the casket, we
hope to like stop them, for them to see
what®"s going to happen, so they stop
everything they doing and join our
community. And we pass out flyers for
like "1 want to live" sometimes on 16th
and Lehigh, because we didn"t get a
building. We had to make a building iInto
a center, a community center. Like we
made that from scratch, and we have a
second one coming soon on 8th and York.
We just trying to branch out in
Philadelphia.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Excuse me
one second. | apologize.

(Pause.)

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: So what I
was saying was like we pass out flyers on
16th and Lehigh. That"s our community
center for all the kids around
Philadelphia, and we just recently
started building a new one on 8th and

York, like around there. What we plan to
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do 1s branch out to all neighborhoods in
not just North Philly but all over
Philadelphia. So some kids can"t reach
the one down our way, they"ll be able to
reach the other center around their way.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Do yT"all
engage 1In competitions?

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: Yes; dance
competitions held sometimes like every
like Friday. Like tonight we have a
party for kids to come out and enjoy
themselves. 1It"s going to be
performance, food, drinks, just stuff to
get the kids off the street.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: On Friday
night.

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: Yes, Friday
nights.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.
Where are y"all located primarily? North
Philadelphia?

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: Yes, 16th
and Lehigh, 1554 West Oakdale Street.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: All right.
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Anybody else would like to comment?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: All right.
One, 1 want to thank y"all for coming out
and providing testimony, but also giving
me an overview of your program. You got
any information on your program as well?

You got 1t, your team? All
right.

Terry with y"all. So he"s a
good guy, making sure y"all are looked
out for 1In the City. But keep up the
good work. All right? |1 think 1t"s
commendable that y"all do work as well on
Friday evenings, because | know at the
end of the day, on Fridays that"s when
young people get involved in a lot of --

MR. MATTHEWS: That"s when we
get like a lot of publicity.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: -- things
in the negative. And | think 1t"s also
commendable that -- somebody mentioned in
the middle of your testimony that the

other side is winning, right? And y-all
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staying on the front line trying to do
something that®"s positive while you got
negativity going on all around you. And
then when you also get the message saying
selling drugs i1s cool, shooting up the
neighborhood i1s cool, and you not
separating that that"s music and this is
reality, and that"s what you®"re competing
against. But 1 heard very clearly from
the panel saying, no, that"s not what
we"re into, this i1s what we"re focused
on, but at the same time, we"re fighting
an uphill battle to do the things we need
to do, because obviously you want to
support and expand your program to get
more young people involved in something
that"s positive, and you can"t do that
without the necessary support.

So I respect what y"all talked
about during your presentation, and thank
y"all for coming out as well.

MR. MATTHEWS: Thank you.

Thank you for your time.
COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you.
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(Applause.)

THE CLERK: The next panel 1is
Khaliah Pasha, Maryam Muhammad, Anastasia
Tisdale, Donnae Rice, Briana Massey,
Maleah Mackey, Nahiyah Williams, and
Claudia Jimenez.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: State your
name for the record, please.

MISS TISDALE: Hi. I am
Anastasia Tisdale. This 1s Donnae Rice,
Mary Muhammad, Nahiyah Williams, Claudia
Jimenez, Briana Massey, and Maleah
Mackey .

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: When you
speak -- each one of you -- and this 1iIs
for the Clerk. Each one is going to have
to state your name, first and last name,
into the microphone one at a time. So
we"re going to start with you.

MISS TISDALE: 1 am Anastasia
Tisdale.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I need you
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to bring that mic up. That"s okay.
MISS TISDALE: 1"m Anastasia
Tisdale.

MISS RICE: My name is Donnae

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Now, yT"all
know y"all loud later on when y"all get
back at Audenried. It"s cool. 1It"s all
right.

MISS MUHAMMAD: My name iIs Mary
Muhammad .

MISS WILLIAMS: 1"m Nahiyah
Williams.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: And your
name 1s?

MISS MUHAMMAD: Mary Muhammad.

MISS RICE: Donnae Rice.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You can
begin.

MISS TISDALE: This is our
presentation called Home Away from the
Streets. We decided to pick this song
because the Philly-known artist in the

video, Rakim Allen, also known as PnB
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Rock, he"s basically saying that the City
of Philadelphia needs help with the crime
and the violence that"s gone on iIn
Philly.

MISS WILLIAMS: We want to
create a year-round program not to only
keep teens off the street but help them
educating things they“"re interested iIn.
Teens don"t have anything to occupy them,
which results in crime, violence, and
pregnancies. Our vision Is to create a
year-round program for low-income people,
and the cost is just $15.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: $15 a
month?

MISS WILLIAMS: For the summer.
My bad.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: For the
summer? Okay.

MISS RICE: As you see over
here, we found statistics iIn South
Philadelphia. And the population in
South Philly i1s about 40,000, and out of
those 40,000 people, 12.8 percent of it
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Is the unemployment rate; 40.5 percent
are high school graduates; and only 18
percent graduated from college.

We found that the violent
crimes, the number is 83 - 2 of them
being rapes, 46 assaults, and 35
robberies. The property crimes has been
267 - 34 auto, 194 thefts, and 39
burglary. Nine out of ten children
victims are African American
18-year-olds. So what we"re trying to do
IS Increase the high school education
numbers and decrease the violent crimes.

MISS MUHAMMAD: In this
picture --

(Applause.)

MISS MUHAMMAD: In this picture
i1t shows the homicide density in the City
of Philadelphia. We live In the area
around 17 where the deaths are 100 deaths
and up. Philadelphia can be very
dangerous 1T teenagers aren"t busy
academically or having a good time, so we

believe that this program will lower that
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death rate in Philadelphia, South Philly.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: State your
name for the record.

MISS MACKEY: Maleah Mackey.

The service we have i1s an
unemployment center. In an unemployment
center, we will help kids do application
assessments and internships and interview
assistance.

A credit center, we help
students regain they credits. We help
drop-out prevention and over-age -- like
helping get they credit back, people who
dropped out of high school.

Free driver"s ed class. We
going to prepare the students to get they
license.

Occasionally community
fundraisers. We"ll raise money for the
programs and raise money for the less
fortunate.

Summer teen trade classes,
including cosmetology, business Microsoft

Office, communication studies, and
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fashion design.

Entertainment center, game
room, WiFi and charging, and snack bar.

Audenried community basketball
camp and Victory Road, including group
sessions on pregnancy, rape, and
unsupported things that teens need help
with.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

State your name for the record.

MISS MASSEY: Briana Massey.

We want to create an employment
center and we want to help teens with
application assistance, internships,
resumes, how to talk to people, and how
to set them up with jobs and internships.
Around the area of South Philly, South
Philadelphia, i1t"s about 13 percent of
people that"s unemployed. Out of the
40,000 people that"s around there,
approximately 5,000 people are
unemployed. So basically what we"re
trying to do is lower that number of

unemployment and help people with more
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jobs.

A program that we want to
partnership with 1s called Youth
Opportunities Unlimited, and basically
they“"re trying to do the same thing we"re
trying to do - support teens 14 to 18
with summer jobs with non-profit, public,
and private employers. We want our
services to include resume writing,
interview assistance, applications
assistance, internships, and summer jobs,
part-time jobs and full-time jobs.

MISS TISDALE: We also decided
to create an Audenried community
basketball camp. As you can see, we have
our boys and girls Audenried Rocket
basketball team. We feel as though this
would be a good way to keep teens out of
trouble, teen boys and girls out of
trouble, and, you know, sports keep many
teenagers busy. It also will be a fun
way for kids to stay healthy and active
throughout the summer.

MISS MASSEY: Community
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fundraisers. Basically the title 1is
self-explanatory. We want to raise money
for the program in the communities. Some
things we want to give back to our
community. Don"t you see all the
homeless people in Grays Ferry? We want
to help them out. We want to give money
back to our program and just give out
food for homeless people. Some things we
want to do i1s things like recreational
dancing. We wanted to have 50/50
raffles, car washes, pretzels, candy,
water ice stands. We wanted to have
cookouts with special guests.

As the person you saw singing,
PnB Rock, he®s actually in Philly. We
wanted him to come out for one of them.
We want to do food drives, fashion show.
At Audenried we"re actually having a
fashion show. We want to do one iIn the
summer to raise money for the program and
other things right here. And we want to
have recreational basketball and football

games to raise money and different stuff
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to raise money.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

MISS PASHA: My name is Khaliah
Pasha.

This slide 1s cosmetology. We
want to do cosmetology because us girls
like having they hair and they nails
done. So we want to partner with Empire
to help teach us how to do our hair and
do our nails. And when girls have they
hair and they nails done, they don"t feel
as stressed, like they feel beautiful
about they self, because -- and then iIt"s
going to decrease the bullying, because
when somebody don®"t got their hair done,
they get bullied about they look a mess.
So that"s one reason. And we want to
help like people that go to like the
hospital and help people that has cancer
and lupus to help them feel good by they
self. And we want to -- since we
learning how to do hair, we want to help
the young women have a free day to come

there and get their hair done for the
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first day of school, and then we want to
have the same people that did their hair
for the first day of school, we want them
to come and do their hair for prom for
the seniors and do their makeup.

MISS RICE: Other things we
found are like free drivers ed classes
for low-1ncome families. And 243,000
were treated In emergency department.
Motor vehicles are the number one cause
of death for adolescents. So 2,000 teens
in the United States ages 16 to 19 were
killed. Most driving schools cost way
too much for families, so we"re trying to
build this portion of the program for
families of low income. We found that
AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, we
found that teens who take driver®s ed are
involved 1n 4.3 fewer crashes. So this
IS going to make the community a safer
place, because a lot of teens are rushing
to drive and really want to drive, want
to drive for prom and stuff, but they

wasn"t taught right or something. So
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this 1s why we want to build this student
driver education.

You can receive up to 10
percent insurance discount by taking this
class, and 1t makes driving skills more
confident and responsible.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.
Credit, who came up with that one?

MISS RICE: AIll of us did.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: All of
yrall.

MISS WILLIAMS: We would like
to create a credit center, because the
service -- because many people cannot
graduate because they don"t have enough
credits. With this program, we can help
people get their diploma instead of
having to get a GED.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Oh, credit
recovery. Okay. Got you.

MISS WILLIAMS: Credit
recovery. And the fee is $30 for this
for people that dropped out, like adults
that dropped out and they want to come
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back to regain their credits instead of
getting a GED.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: That"s
what"s up.

Y"all finished?

MISS MACKEY: No. I got to say
my name again?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: No, not at
all. If you spoke already, you don"t
have to say your name again.

MISS MACKEY: This program is
called Victory Road. The national
rape-related pregnancy rate is 5.0
percent per rape. In 2014, a total of
249,078 babies were born to ages 15 and
19 years old. 1I"m going to repeat that
number - 249,078 babies were born to
women ages 15 to 19 years old, for a
birth rate of 24.2 per 1,000 women iIn
that age group.

We want this service to support
and help teens that are pregnant or have
a child so they can know that they are

not alone. We want them to feel
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comfortable and open, and we want the
counselors to help them with their
depression, anxiety, and any other
disorders that they may have.

MISS JIMENEZ: Hi. My name 1is
Claudia Jimenez. 1I"m 16 years old. As
can see, the beautiful little girl in the
video 1s my daughter. Her name i1s Jalynn
and she 1s 1, going on 2 this year on
August 15th.

Being a teen mom is hard. When

I found out I was pregnant, 1 did not
know how to tell my mom or who I was
going to tell. 1 was too worried on what
people was going to say or what they were
going to say about me or what they was
going to think about me. When I told
them my age -- 1 was 14 when 1 found out
I was pregnant, and I had my daughter
August 15th. Then I turned 15 August
28th. So our birthdays are not that far
apart, as you can see.

But honestly, 1 would have

never thought that 1 was going to be a

Page 39

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Safety
May 13, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

5/13/16 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 160081
teen mom, but things happen. She®s the
best thing that ever happened to me.
Although being a teen mom is hard
sometimes, | have a lot of support from
my family and friends and other people.
And so this is why we created the program
Victory Road. This program will help a
lot of teens that need help in any way.
IT someone had a program, it will have
helped me out a lot and relieved stress.
IT we get the chance to make this youth
center happen, 1t will help me out by
giving me the support and understanding
that my family and 1 understand.

I love my daughter to death and
there®s nothing I wouldn®t do for her. |
am going to finish school, get a job, get
my own house, get myself together, then
go to college for being a doctor and also
an Interpreter so I can make my daughter
so proud of me and so I can also give her
the world.

Thank you for letting me share

my story with you.
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(Applause.)

MISS MUHAMMAD: We all know
everybody likes to have a good time. So
we decided to have an entertainment
center with a game room, snack bar, and a
WiF1 and charging place. In the game
room, that"s some of the choices we"re
going to have - Xbox One, the Wit U,
Playstation 4, air hockey table, and
foosball table. In the snack bar, we
want to link with Morgan, the steakhouse,
who 1s already interested in our school,
and we want to have --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Did you
say Morgan Steaks?

MISS MUHAMMAD: Yes.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: They don"t
have any vegetarian food, they have like
vegan food?

MISS MUHAMMAD: Yeah.

And we want to have nutritional
groups to teach the students about
healthy decisions i1n food.

For the WiF1 and charging, as
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you can see in the graph, teenagers are
more likely to be on their phones than to
do anything else. So that®"s the purpose
for that.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

MISS PASHA: This 1s called
Last Road. 1It"s basically for the end of
the program at the end of the summer, we
want the kids to feel like they ain"t
just come just to learn. We want them to
feel like they having fun. So we want to
have a silent party and we want to have a
trip to Dorney Park or Six Flags because
they like to do fun stuff. So we want
them to feel like they not just coming to
learn. We want them to feel like they
got stuff to do.

And the silent party is
basically you wear headphones. We had
the program at our school, and i1t was
fun. You wear headphones and i1t"s like
three or four DJ"s and they play
different types of music. And you only

got the headphone, so when you walk in,
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you don"t hear nobody talking. You just
hear the music and you hear people
dancing and having fun. And we like
listening to music, so 1T we have this,
they going to more than likely come.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you.

MISS MASSEY: To help our
program get started, we want to find
partnerships and sources throughout
Philadelphia. As you know, that
Philadelphia i1s one of the biggest
health-related companies, and It has a
lot of sources throughout the whole
world -- resources throughout the whole
world. Some resources we found -- and
we"re not done finding some yet, but some
resources we found was Shirley Randleman.
She has a cosmetology museum she can help
us with.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: West
Philly, 52nd Street.

MISS MASSEY: Yeah. She can
help with the cosmetology part of our

program. And we have Philadelphia
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Healthy Start. They can talk with us
about counseling with the mothers, help
us with training so we can actually like
see 1t from their point of view.

MISS MACKEY: We have
University of Science employment
internships; Glenn Ellis connected to
Keystone First internships; Job Bank,
jobs in the arts and culinary employment
internships. Glenn Ellis hosts a
breakfast brody (ph). He can help us
like get known and like get people to
like actually want to help us out to
start this program.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

MISS PASHA: How we will bring
our program in, we want to set up a
Google account. We want to set up social
media accounts like Twitter, Instagram,
Facebook to bring people around
Philadelphia into our program. And we
also want to set flyers around the
building of our school i1n the

neighborhood. And the reason why we
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picked social media accounts i1s because
us teenagers like to be on social media.
So 1T they see something trending on --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Me too.

MISS PASHA: Yeah. Well, we
all like being on social media. So i1f us
teens see some trending, they®"re going to
more than likely pay attention and be
like, Oh, 1 want to go there.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: See, |1
ain"t know that. 1 ain"t going to front.
I knew what trending is, but I didn"t
know people like really, oh, that"s
trending. Except when 1 watched
Barbershop this last weekend, but that"s
a different story. Go ahead.

MISS MUHAMMAD: That"s a good
movie.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Go ahead.

MISS PASHA: So that"s the
reason why we picked social media, these
types of social media accounts.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

MISS MUHAMMAD: This 1s our
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project, Home Away from the Streets, by
Khali1ah Pasha, Briana Massey, Nahiyah
Williams, Donnae Rice, Anastasia Tisdale,
Maleah Mackey, Claudia Jimenez and
myself, Mary Muhammad.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Good job.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Don"t go
nowhere yet. Don"t go nowhere yet,
because 1 had questions the same way |
asked the -- say the name of your group
again. The Bomb?

MR. QUADIR LIGHTY: Bomb Squad.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Bomb
Squad.

I have gquestions as well for
you guys. So how long did i1t take to put
together this presentation?

MISS MUHAMMAD: About a month.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: About a
month?

MISS MUHAMMAD: About a month.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: First and
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foremost, fTirst of all, 1t was well put
together.

(Thank you.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: That"s
number one.

Two, 1"m impressed y"all did
the research, the statistics. And 1
looked at how you want to focus on
establishing partnerships to be
supportive of bringing your vision
together.

There was something that I
wanted to get some additional clarity on.
When you start your program, do you want
It to be -- this would be primarily in
Point Breeze and the Grays Ferry area
surrounding your school?

MISS MASSEY: We want to start
to have 1t in like the Point Breeze area
just to start i1t off, but as 1t goes on,
we want to try to have i1t in different
places 1n Philly.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Have yT"all

had a chance to meet the Bomb Squad dance

Page 47

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Safety
May 13, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

5/13/16 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 160081
team?

MISS RICE: 1 saw them on
Instagram.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 1 didn"t
hear you. Say that again.

MISS RICE: 1 saw them on
Instagram.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You saw
them on Instagram, the Bomb Squad? Okay.
Because maybe y*"all can collaborate. You
know, maybe y“all do like -- maybe a
silent party where PnB Rock comes. They
can do the dancing as well to
participate.

But 1 definitely want to
commend y"all for the vision and the
presentation. And any way 1 can be
supportive, 1 know Wally will call me to
do a follow-up, but I just think that
It"s a vision such as this that you can
start now that will allow you to help
your peers get involved In something
that"s positive.

My program is called Peace Not

Page 48

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Safety
May 13, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

5/13/16 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 160081
Guns. When | started my program back in
1998, one of my cousins was murdered down
in South Philly in Childs schoolyard. So
somebody shot him, murdered him, and that
weekend I did my own rally with the Peace
Not Guns rally with like drill teams. |
had people come out and do poetry. 1 had
different speakers come out. And then
from there, 1 start going in schools
teaching young people conflict
resolution, anger management, and
anti-street education. Then I start
doing prayer vigils and going into
different funerals speaking about the
issue of youth gun violence, and it
started with just the same thing, me
sitting down, writing my ideas and then
trying to find people that will support
me bringing my vision into a reality.

So I"m definitely impressed by
the research but, most importantly, I
want to encourage y"all to focus on what
you are already going to do, is get all

the support you can to make this a
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reality so you can also get more young
people involved in things that are
positive.

So thank you.

Any other questions? Y~all
have any questions, any other comments,
concerns?

(No.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you.

(Applause. )

THE CLERK: The next panel 1i1s
Aliyah Kaylan, Joseph Harris, and Khalil
Simmons.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Just state
your name for the record and then you can
start.

MR. HARRIS: Joseph Harris.

MISS KAYLAN: My name i1s Aliyah
Taylor, but 1 go by the name of Aliyah
Kaylan.

MR. SIMMONS: Khalil Simmons.

Is there something in here?
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I have no
1dea.

MR. HARRIS: Good afternoon.
My name i1s Joseph Harris. 1 represent
the Young Chances Foundation in the Grays
Ferry area. Before | speak, 1 would like
to introduce you to Miss Aliyah. She 1is
a young hidden talent with a great voice
within our foundation and the community.
Today she will share her creative --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: High
school dancer, right?

MR. HARRIS: Say that again.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Aren"t you
a professional dancer?

MISS KAYLAN: Yes.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 1 came to
your event before. Aren"t you like a
choreographer?

MISS KAYLAN: Oh, no. I"m a
professional singer.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:
Professional singer. 1 knew it was one

or the other.

Page 51

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Safety
May 13, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

5/13/16 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 160081

Go ahead.

MR. HARRIS: Today she will
share her creative art by singing the
Black National Anthem.

(Miss Kaylan sang.)

(Applause.)

MR. HARRIS: Good afternoon and
thank you for having me here. First and
foremost, i1t pleasures me to see that
this a youth-only hearing. The last time
I was given this platform to share my
views, it was for all public, and 1 felt
like my point wasn®"t fully acknowledged
as i1t should have been. 1 spoke about
whatever 1 feel like our city has and how
we can improve these problems to shorten
the gun violence i1n the City.

A brief recap on what 1 spoke
about the last time I was here. 1 spoke
about exposure. As you can see, she
needs to be exposed. People need to see
her talent. | also spoke about how there
should be more -- like 1 didn"t

understand why recreation centers aren®t
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the same no more, why the PAL centers are
being closed. Why aren"t police being
more involved iIn the community, even in
sensitive times that it i1s right now?

The relationships between the police
officers and the youth or even the urban

communities Is separating more and more

each day.
What else?
I*m going to have to come back.
MR. SIMMONS: Once again, my
name i1s Khalil Simmons and -- can you ask

me a question just so I can have like a
general . ..

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Sure,
Mr. Simmons. 1 want to thank you for
being here today, Mr. Simmons.

MR. SIMMONS: Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:
Mr. Simmons, today we are having a
hearing on youth gun violence here iIn the
City of Philadelphia and we would like
for you to give us your ideas, your

concerns, your solutions as how we as a
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city can address the issue of youth gun
violence.

MR. SIMMONS: So the first
thing that came to mind as far as a
concern is health-wise, like it"s organic
foods. Like why i1s there no Trader Joe"s
in the City? There"s only Trader Joe"s
outside of the community such as like
suburban areas. What else? We got
Chinese stores. Chinese food, fTirst of
all, it"s not real chicken, and it"s $5.
It"s cheap. So 1t"s just not what we
need. It"s not healthy for us. It"s not
meant for us to succeed and to prosper
and to like be healthy human beings.

It"s not -- 1 don"t know. 1 just feel as
though we don"t get that.

Another reason, as far as
education, 1| feel as though iIn the
educational system and the curriculum, It
should be more so about how to manage
money or how to finance cars or finance
houses or actually like things that

matter in the real world, not about -- so
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we got the education. That"s one thing.

I feel as though adults need
more like attentiveness to the youth as
far as mentorship, because 1 feel as
though i1f I had a mentor at the age of 8,
my life, I would have made different
decisions. | would have made more
decisions to stay committed and focused
on my future instead of worrying about
instant gratification and things that are
just going to help me tomorrow or things
that are just going to help me 15 minutes
from now and things like that.

I know for sure -- well, 1 want
to be a motivational speaker. 1 was
recently -- 1 was stabbed 12 times
February 8th. So I"m a victim of --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Of what
year?

MR. SIMMONS: This year,
February 8th. So like two months ago,
three months ago.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 20157?

MR. SIMMONS: Yeah. It was my
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fault. | can take fTull responsibility
for that, but as a result, 1t was me
being prideful, like as far as somebody
stepping on somebody®s shoes or bumping
somebody, something like that. Like
everybody has attitudes in the City of
Philadelphia, and 1 feel as though that"s
because of just the lack of
opportunities, lack of exposure. People
don"t know like amongst my -- I"m the
only one amongst my friends who goes to
meetings like this or has no problem
speaking out. 1"m a part of non-profit
organizations and I"m in different things
to where as though 1°"m trying to impact
my community. And when I talk about
these things and 1 speak about these
things, | remember you asked one of the
young men that was up here like how do
they treat you now as you removed
yourselt from everything else that they
were doing, because 1 was once a part of
everything too. So I chose that -- | saw

It wasn"t getting me anywhere. The
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results weren®"t what 1 wanted. |1 know
I*m fully capable of obtaining more and 1
feel as though 1 want more, 1 deserve
more, so I want to go get more. And the
people -- 1t"s not accepted for some
reason. It"s not looked at as like
that"s the decent thing to do. It"s
looked at like frowned upon. Being smart
iIs frowned upon. Like knowing things is
not being ignorant. | feel as though
ignorance is bliss, and once | came to
the conclusion that 1 want to know more,
I can"t act like 1 don"t know. So I want
to inform my people, and 1 feel like as
you being a man, as you being an adult
and everybody else being adults, they
should want to lead people the right way.

And just exposure. It"s all
about exposure. Because my friends, they
don"t know things. They don"t see things
that 1 do. So they don"t really
understand my viewpoints and my
interpretations and how 1 perceive

things. They don"t understand why 1 move
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the way I move now, because they
haven*t -- first of all, they haven™t
been through what 1"ve been through. A
lot of people haven*t. Like me, 1"m only
17. 1 graduated high school a year
early, and as a result, 1"ve been out
here for a year. 1 was working and stuff
like that, but i1t"s not too many
opportunities for youth. And just
exposure as far as college is like
college 1s frowned upon too, because iIt"s
more —-- 1t"s praised for you to be able
to go to jail for four years or five
years.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You get a
party when you come home too.

MR. SIMMONS: Exactly.
Exactly. You get a whole welcoming
committee.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Not from
college, though.

MR. SIMMONS: 1t"s more so
like, Oh, you went there? Oh, you think

you better now? Ultimately from the
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gate, 1T 1 go to college and I come home,
I think I"m better because 1 went to
college, when you got the same
opportunities 1 got. You could have did
the same thing. But it"s just the
mindset. The mindset, | feel as though
It needs to change. [I"m not really sure
how to impact people®s minds. That"s why
I want to be a motivational speaker,
because 1 can talk, because 1 like words
and quotes and stuff like that. But it
starts with perceptions. Once my
perception changed about a lot of things,
my whole world began to change as far as
just opportunities, people wanting to
help me, like people actually want to see
me succeed and people actually do have
faith 1n me. They actually do want to
push me further so I can reach my full
potential and stuff like that.

So I believe that 1t"s
obtainable and 1 want to let people know.

I feel as though that word needs to be

spread. 1"m a full firm believer iIn God
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and | feel like everything happens for a
reason. Timing IS everything. So
anything that 1"m going through, anything
that I"ve been through, anything that you
might be going through, 1t could
ultimately —- i1t"s a blessing in
disguise. Something is going --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You're
throwing the motivational piece on me
right now. |1 had a rough week. You
like, you know. ..

MR. SIMMONS: I didn"t write
anything down, so...

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You're
doing all right, though.

MR. SIMMONS: So we got the
crime. Crime In the streets, crime 1In
the streets is ultimately because people
don"t have nothing else to do. This Is
what 1t is. Like it"s an achievement to
shoot somebody nowadays. Like that®s an
achievement in life. Like people talk
about 1t like that"s something to be

proud of, like something to brag out.
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You got bragging rights because you 0OD"d
over some syrup or something like that.
Like just the mindset. The mindset has
got to change, and 1 feel like i1t starts
from school, because kids don®"t want to
go to school. 1 wasn®"t going to school.
I wasn"t going to school. 1 felt as
though money became a priority. School
wasn"t really -- 1t wasn"t helping me in
the way that i1t should have been. 1 felt
that way, because | really wasn"t
learning. |I"m smart. Why do I got to go
to school for? Like 1 know this stuff.

I go to school, I do 1t. So why do 1 got
to be there to continuously learn 1t?

So we got to impact the minds.
We got to change the mind. The mindset,

I feel like 1t starts iIn the educational
system. It should start at a young age,
before we get into the system. Because I
didn"t start receiving help until I got
an advocate once 1 got on probation. Now
I feel like we need to impact the

community, impact the children before
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that happens. Show them that there®s
other ways. You know, i1t"s like -- God"s
way 1s like a narrow hallway and all the
other ways is like the violence and the
negative and stuff. It"s like an open
meadow field and everybody is choosing to
do that and nobody is really choosing to
do what"s right. Don"t nobody know
what"s right. Everybody thinks what"s
right i1s like boring.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

MR. SIMMONS: That"s all 1 got
to say.

Joe, did 1 help?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Mr. Simmons.

Are you ready?

MR. HARRIS: Yes. 1 feel like
there should be more exposure to these
foundations. [I"m a part of the Young
Chances Foundation. 1"m a proud member
of 1t. | don"t -- 1 feel like there
should be more funds for the foundation

that"s really doing good out here. We do
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community events, community clean-ups,
basketball events, Easter events, et
cetera. |1 feel like that"s stuff for
kids to look forward to.

You know, there®s not really
much for kids to want to do. There"s not
too many people out here to make kids
Teel like they want to do something
positive.

And 1 just want to ask you this
because like I"m curious. | represent
Young Chances down South Philly, but I™m
from the North Philly area. 1 just
wanted to ask why aren®"t there more
Councilpeople here? 1 was just confused
about that when I came iIn, because i1t"s
like —- 1t"s weird to me. I mean, I™m
from North Philly. | want to know.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: That"s a
legitimate question.

MR. HARRIS: 1 mean, my folks
from down South Philly, but I"m from
North. 1 want to make my community

better, because like 1t"s sad -- like I™m
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16. 1It"s sad that I feel like I"m the
only person that®"s in my neighborhood
that got a chance to make i1t out. That"s
hurtful, like having people that is dead
and in jail and people that"s like
turning 1nto junkies virtually. And when
you doing good, people want to hate,
because they can"t really reach their
potential, but when you try to motivate
them, but people don®"t want to hear that.
They want to have the adults motivate
them.

So 1 feel like the foundations,
they"re mmportant, and 1 feel like the
rec centers are important. Like get Kids
having hobbies, you know. Like you said,
people just want to play the block now.
Like people basically sitting outside
Jjust waiting to get shot at. That"s not
cool. It"s either you want to -- | mean,
1*d rather you talk to a girl on the
phone laying In bed or something like
that. Like do something.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Say that
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again. 1 think 1 misheard you.

MR. HARRIS: 1"m rather be on
the phone with a girl than be like
outside --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You-"d
rather be home on the phone with the
girl?

MR. HARRIS: 1°d rather be on
the phone with a girl.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I respect
that.

MR. HARRIS: Priorities is
messed up, man. Like we trying -- kids
are trying to post stuff with a gun and
stuff like that. Like they trying to be
the bully, like trying to get a name out
here. That"s not cool. You should --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You know
what, I"m going to put that challenge on
everyone that"s here. So how do you push
back on changing that culture? Because
Mr. Simmons talked about something that"s
important. Like 1t"s frowned upon to go

to school, but i1t"s cool to carry a gun.
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And how do you shift that dynamic?
Because at some point In time, like we 1iIn
City government, we can do our part, but
there"s also a part iIn terms of what"s
accepted and what"s not accepted that we
have to address as well. Like what"s
your perspective on that in terms of
y"all generation?

MR. HARRIS: It got to be more
old heads that"s could play both sides,
that could come back that got they
degrees and all that that could come out
and help, that never left, that always
stayed true to who they was, but they
went to school and knew that 1t"s two
different lanes and they stayed iIn their
own lane and made a better way for
themselves. You know, If they come back
and they like an image for the youth to
look at and look up to that person.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: So let me
ask you this by a show of hands: How
many of you know people that live iIn your

neighborhood that went away to college
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and still live In your neighborhood now?

MR. HARRIS: There"s not too
many .

MR. SIMMONS: We got like four.

MR. HARRIS: The only
motivation from a black man that I got is
my grand-pop and my uncle. They my
father figures, because my father dead.
So like that®"s all 1 got. And | see that
they successftul. They make me want to go
to college. They make me want to have a
Master®s. They make me want to, you
know, open my horizon to certain things,
you know, stuff like that.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

MR. SIMMONS: Do you want to
say anything? Because we"re taking over.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Yes. Let
the young lady. Go ahead.

MISS KAYLAN: I think we do
need to reach out to the parents, though.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Parents?

MISS KAYLAN: Yes, because like

you said about --
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Why do you
say parents?

MISS KAYLAN: Because a lot of
parents aren"t very involved iIn their
children. So when we talk about programs
and we need to get our children in more
programs, we need to address this to the
adults, because i1f they don"t know, then
they"re not going to think that their
children should go. So i1f we say, Oh,
you should take your child to this
program.

Oh, okay. 1711 look 1Into that.

So 1t"s just a matter of
talking to the adults before the
children. Not saying the children can"t
do 1t on their own, but the adults do
have more power.

So that"s all 1 have to say.

So parents -- 1 just think everyone needs
to be 1nvolved iIn their child®"s life,
because you don"t know what"s going on if
you"re not involved. So, like you said,

when it"s a trend to have guns and to
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post stuff on the corner and stuff like
that, 1T you are involved iIn your child®s
life, they will not be doing this and be
doing that. Go to a program, learn about
business, learn about what you want to
do, your occupation in life and your
career.

So that®"s just what I think.

MR. SIMMONS: Can you repeat
your question, please?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 1 was
talking about how do you shift the
culture that says carrying a gun is cool
and 1f you go to school, you"re a fool?
Because that"s normally what®s going on.
A lot of times we celebrate, like you
mentioned earlier, shooting somebody,
carrying a gun, you shoot somebody,
that"s an achievement, when 1t"s really
not an achievement, because i1t"s only
either jail or graveyard.

MR. SIMMONS: 1 feel like
there®"s a parallel between the two

worlds. We got the streets and we got
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the corrupted America. There®s a
parallel In between the two, and you got
to find your niche. You got to find a
way to stay in the middle. 1It"s a
balance. Like you got to balance the
two, because | can -- you have to like --
It"s a versatility thing. You got to be
diverse, and In order to do that, you
have to have somebody that has
technically an authority figure say-so iIn
the community that people look up to or
people that they just respect his opinion
or his or her opinion so where as though
he can be an example and just be
respected, because i1f he -- I know 1
was -- | don"t know. 1°ve been iIn the
streets for a while, but 1 can also hold
my own In the streets and | can have an
intellectual conversation with a man
that"s important. So those things can
take me far away, because | can take what
I learned -- everything is one. |
believe everything 1s one. So my ideas

and the stuff how I move In the streets,
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just take the same things and put it into
the real world, the world that we
actually live i1n, reality. But some
people realities may be when they see and
go outside in the morning -- there should
be no reason why I tell a girl good
morning and she look at me and give me
the -- like why are you so mad? Like
what"s wrong?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I have no
comment on that.

MR. SIMMONS: 1It"s early in the
morning. But that comes from whatever
happened 1n the home, or maybe she had a
bad morning before she even left the
house or stuff that she sees iIn the
morning.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Let me
push you on this before 1 wrap up for the
next panel, but what specifics, what"s
the specific, like what can actually be
done? 1 feel you about being versatile.
I feel about being from the streets and

taking what you know on the streets and
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doing something positive. 1 feel that.
But I want to also continue to push y"all
on some concrete ways that we shift again
that mentality, because a lot of it
again -- and 1 agree that In some cases
one authority figure may be the
individual that people may look up to and
say, wow, 1T this person®s operating that
way and 1t"s positive, that might be
something that can be accepted. 1 also
look at 1t as young people as a whole.
Y*all have influence on each other. The
same way there®s negative peer pressure,
right, there"s positive peer pressure.
Like when the guy brings the gun to
school, right, and everybody say, Well,
can you put this up on your locker? But
1T you"re saying like, No, we ain"t into
that, no, we ain®"t doing that, then that
one person, right, that becomes the
minority, because everybody else ain®t
really feeling what that person i1s doing.
And then what happens is, then they

become off to the side while everybody
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else 1s like In a positive lane doing
something that"s positive.

That"s just another way to kind
of look at it, because eventually i1t has
to be a culture shift on what"s accepted
and what we think is cool and what we
think 1s not cool.

MR. SIMMONS: So it starts with
you, It starts with me, and all of the
other leaders. It starts with the
leaders. Like we all got to come
together. Like you said, you got your
little program. Your program got to link
up with the Bomb Squad.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Bomb
Squad, yes.

MR. SIMMONS: You got the Bomb
Squad with the other young ladies over
there. Like everybody got to come
together. We got to keep these ideas in
a circle and we got to branch out once we
get everybody together.

I"m a leader wherever I go. So

I have influence. 1 have charisma. So |
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can do that. You can do the same thing.
My man Joe can do the same thing. We all
got to do 1t to where as though we get
people together collectively with the
same i1deas and come to one point and one
conclusion, so we can --

MR. HARRIS: Teamwork make the
dream work.

MR. SIMMONS: Teamwork make the
dream work. See, you already know.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: My man.
Well, listen, | want to again thank you
for coming out and doing your testimony,
Young Chances. Thank you very much.

MR. HARRIS: Thanks for having
us here.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you.

Let"s give them a round of
applause, y"all.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Teamwork
make the dream work.

Can we please call the next

panel, please.
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THE CLERK: The next panel 1i1s
Quahee Kennedy, Samantha Jones, and Jamir
Kennedy.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Audenried,
y"all leaving?

(Yes.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Good job.
111 follow up with Mr. Wally. Okay?

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: State your
name for the record and you can start
your testimony.

MR. QUAHEE KENNEDY: My name is
Quahee Kennedy.

MR. JAMIR KENNEDY: My name
Jamir Kennedy.

MISS JONES: My name Samantha
Jones.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You can
begin, Mr. Kennedy. That"s your little
brother?

MR. QUAHEE KENNEDY: Little

cousin.
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Little
cousin, okay.

MR. QUAHEE KENNEDY: The
problem 1 see with youth gun violence is
basically just poverty and the everyday
struggle of low income. From my personal
experience, | can say this, and 1 think I
speak for a majority of black young men
in the community. When people commit
acts of gun violence, i1t usually isn"t
even a hate crime. It really stems from
having a little sister that"s hungry or
something, something like that.

I think we can change that by
upping minimum wage $2, food drives and
simple stuff like that.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay. So
you"re saying poverty plays a major role?

MR. QUAHEE KENNEDY: Yeah.

MR. JAMIR KENNEDY: My
perspective 1s like the media. Being as
though that the media i1s social, so
everybody i1s on i1t. Being as though

everybody i1s on i1t, people be bullying
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people on social media. They say, Imma
kill you. Imma kill you.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: On social
media?

MR. JAMIR KENNEDY: Yeah, on
social media.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Social
media bullying?

MR. JAMIR KENNEDY: Yeah. And
like they have an argument. An argument
break out into like me saying --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Like real
gun play over social media, correct?

MR. JAMIR KENNEDY: Yeah. They
say, | ain"t with that fighting. 1 play
with guns and all that. And that"s a big
way of gun violence right there.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Through
social media?

MR. JAMIR KENNEDY: Yeah.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

MR. QUAHEE KENNEDY: 1°d like
to piggyback off the social media thing
real quick. 1 feel as though we glorify
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the wrong people and put them on the
front scene. Like, for example, we have
artists, rappers and stuff, Chief Keef,
Chicago rappers, that get paid millions
of dollars to talk about killing people.

It"s all about trends. We
going to follow what we hear and what we
like.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You're
saying the entertainment industry?

MR. QUAHEE KENNEDY: Yeah.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.
Isn"t there any positive rappers out
there anymore?

MR. QUAHEE KENNEDY: Yeah.
They"re the minority, though. They"re
overlooked.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: So they"re
the minorities. You know Chill Moody?
You ever heard of Chill Moody?

MR. QUAHEE KENNEDY: No.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: He from
Philadelphia, Philadelphia rapper,

positive.

Page 78

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Safety
May 13, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

5/13/16 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 160081

MISS JONES: 1 think the
problem is -- I mean, well, 1t starts at
home basically, because a lot of children
out here don"t have that stable support
system that everybody has at home. Like
he was saying, social media i1s a big
problem because -- I mean, It start in
school, because 1f you don"t have -- like
say you don"t have like the fresh kicks
or something like that, you could get
bullied over that. You could just get
bullied simply because you don"t look
like another person. They think they
better than you, and they"ll wind up
putting on social media, like Twitter or
Instagram. Then they"ll start trending,
and 1t become worse. And like they don"t
have that mentor or somebody to go home
to.

I think like we -- 1 think It
should be like a mentor program for
children out here, because that support
system is not home and they don"t know

where to get 1t from. Because schools
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don"t really have 1t. You really
wouldn"t want to go to school and like
get a support system, because i1t"s really
not -- they don"t really help you. You
don"t really feel comfortable going there
and telling them about like what"s
happening. Like that"s why they go to
guns and this and that and whatnot. They
just try to think they tough or whatever
because, you know. ..

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay. So
what do you think we could be doing more
as a city to be supportive of young
people, specifically as it relates to the
issue of youth gun violence?

Let me go back on one part. So
I know what trending is, right? But I
think from this hearing, it gave me a
different perspective in terms of how
young people deal with trending. So
let"s go back. Somebody can disrespect
somebody on social media, post i1t, right,
hashtag whatever the disrespect i1s, and

then other people will start following it
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and the disrespect post will actually be
the trending topic?

MR. JAMIR KENNEDY: Yeah.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.
That®"s interesting. Okay. So what do
you think the City could be doing also
better to be supportive of young people
as well?

MR. JAMIR KENNEDY: Just like
keep the kids active, like just keep them
doing something. Like just every day
after school, have an after-school
program or somewhere for them to go
besides the streets.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Anything
else?

MISS JONES: They could -- like
we could start doing -- like asking them
what they want. Like if you were in a
classroom or something, the teachers,
they don"t really ask the children their
opinion. They don"t ask like what topics
they want to do, like what topics they

interested In. That"s why I think some
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students get frustrated. Because | get
frustrated sometimes because 1 feel as
though like -- 1 know I"m a student and
you the teacher, but like I want to state
my opinion and get reactions on that and
like just go out and do stuff and make
changes, but they don®"t be wanting to
listen to that. They just think they
always right.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: That"s
interesting. Okay.

Any other comments, questions,
concerns?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much. Thank you for your testimony
today.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Will the
Clerk please call the next panel, please.

THE CLERK: The next panel 1is
Maniya Thompass, Malaysia Peele, and Jada
Morrison.

(Witnesses approached witness
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table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
state your name for the record and begin
with your testimony.

MISS MORRISON: Okay. My name
Is Jada Morrison. This is my testimony:
Gun violence has had a negative --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You have
to speak into the microphone, Miss
Morrison.

MISS MORRISON: Gun violence
has had a negative Impact on my life
since my teenage years started. 1°ve
always lived in the grittiest parts of
North Philly and been exposed to gun
violence. 1I1"ve lost friends, family, and
young men that were like family to me,
all because a gun goes out into the wrong
hands.

My uncle was taken away from my
family in 1997 while 1 was still in my
mother®s womb. When they took my uncle
away from my family, they took my

family®s only source of protection. My
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family members told me that my uncle was
at the wrong place at the wrong time.
Till this day, 1 never understood that
phrase, for all we have is time.

I don"t feel safe In my own
neighborhood, and that®"s not a good
feeling. | worry about my friends*
safety whenever we go out for fun, and it
just shouldn"t be that way. It"s coming
to a point where i1t"s out of hand and too
many lives are being lost. 1 deserve to
feel secure In my own neighborhood and
not have to worry about losing a loved
one. 1 know my city has potential to be
a safe and loving place. Why else would
we call i1t the City of Brotherly Love and
Sisterly Affection?

There are numerous amounts of
things we can do to prevent gun violence.
Here are a few of my suggestions:

One, create more recreation
centers that will serve as a safe haven
to youth.

Two, create more school
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programs that young people and teenagers
will be iInterested in.

Three, position more officers
in the most violent parts of North
Philadelphia.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you.

Next.

MISS PEELE: My name is
Malaysia Peele. Here®"s my testimony:
When 1 was younger, 1 thought the world
was perfect and safe for me. In my eyes
no one could do no harm. Growing up
seeing that 1t is the complete opposite
devastates me. It kills me inside when I
turn on the news and someone has been
shot down 1n my area of West Philly. |
think about the families who thought
their child was safe just walking out the
house that day.

Gun violence hit home for me,
and 1 really wish 1t didn"t. My uncle
was killed before 1 was born, but it
still has affected me, because 1"ve lost

a great man who"s supposed to be In my
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life. 1 often wonder what type of uncle
would he be - overprotective,
understanding or silly. 1 can only
wonder and iImagine now, because he was
taken away from me.

It isn"t fair, but everything
happens for a reason, right? My younger
sister is 1Innocent to the tough world.
She didn"t deserve for a grown man to
ever raise a gun in her face. What could
a little girl do to you for you to have
the audacity to harm her?

We"re losing our generation to
gun violence. People are scared. So
what could they do? Run from the guns or
join the guns and have people fear them
so they are safe?

Our community needs to get
better. We need to build our youth and
show them the right path. We need more
recreation centers, after-school
programs, and mentors. A young child
shouldn®t have to face these tough

streets. We are supposed to protect them
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and keep them safe, guide them when they
are going down the wrong path and console
them when they were lost. The youth
looks up to us, and we are letting them
down by letting them see violence. We
are supposed to love thy neighbor, not
kill them.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you.

MS. TAYLOR: Now you see how it
directly affects our children.

MISS THOMPASS: My name 1s
Maniya Thompass.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Pull the
microphone up to you. Take your time.

MISS THOMPASS: 1 was 9 years
old. My father was killed.

MISS MORRISON: Maniya 1s
upset, so I"m going to read her testimony
for her.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

MISS MORRISON: "Why me™"™ was my
Tirst response after hearing the news
that would greatly impact my life for as

long as I live. 1711 never forget, it
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was the 27th of July i1n the year 2010
when 1 received the news of my dad"s
passing. It was the most bitter feeling
ever. Everything I had a passion for and
loved, | hated. All the foods that 1
loved and enjoyed were nasty and bitter.
All the people 1 loved to hang around
became distant.

It was a beautiful day when 1
woke up 1n a soft, fluffy, huge bed and
got dressed. 1 checked for my family and
they were not 1n my aunt®s house. As I
walked across narrow Brier Street to go
to my grand-mom®s house, | expected for
my family to be there planning the golden
yellow cheese eggs, fresh wavy bacon, and
the perfect fluffed butter-brown biscuits
on the wooden table in the dining room.
Instead, 1 saw pale, discouraged faces,
which made me feel awkward and scared. |
ran to my mother, who looked like she
tried not to cry. She told me the news.
But behind her beautiful brown face, I

knew there were millions of tears that
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want to fall down from her eyes. Her
voice trembled as she said, '"Maniya, your
dad passed away this morning.”™ 1 sat in
disbelief for a moment. A few more
minutes went by and I nearly dropped to
my knees. When she saw me fall to my
knees and began to cry, she could no
longer hold it 1n and joined me. A few
minutes later the whole family came iInto
the house, was filled with sorrow. |
cried all day long. My heart felt as if
someone took it out my body and
constantly stabbed me in i1t and tried to
give i1t back to me as I neglected i1t.

What made it even worse was
that 1 found out he had been killed. |
wanted revenge. | did not eat or
communicate with anyone for about a week.
After that week, 1 joined the Every
Murder i1s Real healing organization,
along with my family, which helped us out
tremendously. It most importantly helped
me out with my anxiety and allowed me to

learn that when something devastating
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happens, you have to look at the bright
side of the situation, because God does
everything for a reason. God did this so
that 1 can tell my story to others and
the effects that gun violence has on our
community.

MISS THOMPASS: 1 just feel
like a solution to this is like
organizations such as EMIR should be
allowed to visit schools once or twice
each year, as well as, you know --
because at my school, 1 go to a public
school, and like every year we have --
iIt"s like a health organization that
comes, you know, talk to us about how
nutrition i1s good for us, this and that,
and 1 feel like that is vital to us
students, but I feel like this i1s more
important, you know. We can learn about
that 1n health class. And people -- you
hear 1t on the news. Nobody really pay
attention to i1t, but it"s serious and...

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Take your
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MISS THOMPASS: You know,
reaching out to the younger audience,
because we"re the future. We"re the ones
who can control the statistics of, you
know, the murders and stuff. So | feel
like that"s just important, and, you
know, organizations should be coming
talking to schools like once or twice
each year.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay. Any
other comments, concerns?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: One, 1
want to thank all three of you, because
all of you talked about things that had a
personal Impact on you as it relates to
violence. And so I do thank you and
commend you for being strong and being
here. And this particular perspective,
though, probably is the first time 1"ve
heard about i1t, because we do -- some
programs go in schools. They"ll probably
talk about some of the issues of youth

gun violence, but they don"t also talk --
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I don*"t think there®s programs that focus
on it from the perspective that 1t you"ve
been a victim or related to someone who
has been a victim of gun violence, from
that aspect. So that®"s different for me.
It"s something that 111 definitely take
into account.

And you said it"s probably more
important than health class. 1 mean, the
health program comes inside the school,
which 1s very, very -- that was something
that stuck out In terms of your
testimony.

But 1 do want to thank all of
you for coming out, giving us your Iideas,
your feedback but, most importantly, just
being strong and sharing your story,
because i1t also -- again, we see i1t every
day. This is the work that we do, but it
also brings i1t home as to why 1t"s
important that we make this our number
one priority. Because you talk about
being the future. All of you are, every

last person in this room. Our city
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depends on you to become adults, our
state does, as well as our country. So
we have to continue to make sure It°s a
priority as it relates to any of the
things that we do.

Go on to the mic and say your
name.

MS. TAYLOR: Hello. How you
doing? I"m Sister Taleah Taylor from
Sweet Sunnah Incorporated, also the Vice
Chair of the Philadelphia Anti-Violence
Coalition.

The one part that I didn"t see
people really touch on, 1 seen part of it
was poverty, but like a lot of people
don"t realize a lot of the young kids,
the young thugs, how many of those Kkids
actually come from broken families such
as DHS homes. And the high percentage
rate of the kids that normally had social
services of some type, normally DHS in
their homes, they"re the same ones that
wind up going to jail, that wind up going

to juvenile facilities and wind up not
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becoming nothing with their lives. |
think 1t"s close to 90 percent of people
that had previous social services In
their lives growing up, most of them go
down the wrong path.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.
MS. TAYLOR: Even with that.

It"s a lot of broken families and broken
homes. Like DHS, yes, they“re way
overworked. They"re completely
overworked, but the kids even just from
that system, they don"t get what they
need and they lash out. Then they go
from group home to group home, and then
they finally wind up hitting the streets,
and that"s what creates a lot --
especially our homeless youth. That"s
what creates a lot of the stuff that"s
out here on the streets.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.
Thank you.

Thank you for your testimony.

MISS MORRISON: Can 1 say

something?

Page 94

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Safety
May 13, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

5/13/16 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 160081

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Sure you
can.

MISS MORRISON: I feel like we
need to teach our young men that there"s
more power and knowledge in books than
there 1s i1In guns, because young men often
get the wrong i1dea that they"re tough or
stronger because they have a gun iIn their
hand, when really there"s more knowledge
in books. So I feel as though 1f we
reach out to our young men and our youth
and we teach them where the real
knowledge and power is, that will solve a
lot of the problems.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: So I™m
going to push this back on all of you
since | have an all-female panel. So
most young men follow young ladies and
they try to impress you. That"s why as
kids we go get the sneaks and the
clothes, because we want to go to school
and be fly, and 1f y"all say we fly, we
think we fly. And that"s why I say all

of you have the power to change that
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mentality, that carrying a gun isn"t
cool. Like you carry a gun, don"t even
try asking for my number. 1°m cool. 1I™m
not into that.

You understand where 1°"m coming
from? Because 1t changes when you talk
about how what most young men perceive as
being -- not just young men but young men
and young ladies, what"s accepted as
being cool. And I think the more we
focus on the things that are positive,
like really being cool, and the things
that"s negative, like that"s not cool,
and begin conducting ourselves in that
way, meaning, again, when that person
brings the gun into school and they need
somebody®s locker to put the lock -- when
they put the gun up In the locker or when
people are -- before they"re going inside
the school and everybody inside at the
corner store and you know they®re about
to go get high or do some type drugs, |1
think the more and more that our young

people begin to say, Listen, that"s not
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what we iInto, we over here, that"s not
what we consider as cool, 1 think you
begin to shift that paradigm more and
more. But also i1t"s clearly letting
particularly the young men know when they
doing the carrying the gun things, like,
No, we not into that. That"s not cool.
That"s not what"s accepted. You know,
keep 1t moving. That"s ratchet today.

So that"s kind of my
perspective. But | hear you loud and
clear, but you are definitely right.
Yeah, being smart is more powerful than
carrying a gun. It will take you
further, because carrying a gun is only
going to get you -- 1t"s guaranteed, dead
or jail or you get shot up and then
you"re probably disabled. Like i1t"s
guaranteed. Those are the three things
nine times out of ten 1T a person
continues to live that lifestyle. It
will catch up with you sometime. 1 mean,
people may say, Well, you know, y~all

older, y"all don"t know. Yeah, we know.
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They"ve been shooting people for a long
time, since | was young and probably
before 1 got started. Still the same
type of thing.

But I do have hope that we can
significantly reduce youth gun violence.
At least that"s my personal mission.
Nothing more than anything else, because
at the end of the day -- 1 have a son.
My son i1s only 1 years old. So 1f I™m
going to stay inside this city, then 1
have to make sure the City is going to be
safe for him. But even beyond him,
before he was born, 1 got nieces and
nephews. And then you just get sick and
tired of being sick and tired of seeing
young people making poor decisions and
choices and I"m always having to go to a
funeral to speak on behalf of some young
person that was murdered, and a lot of it
starts on social media or a petty
argument.

And so we"re going to work

aggressively to figure out ways, and we
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don"t expect to have all the solutions,
but that"s why we have you here today, at
least to hear from your perspective on
how we need to be approaching things a
little differently.

But thank you for coming out
today.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You got
something else? Go ahead.

MISS MORRISON: We just want to
say our school and the college that we
going to. I1"m from the Philadelphia High
School for Girls and 1"m going to --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: One more

MISS MORRISON: The
Philadelphia High School for Girls and
I*m going to Indiana University of
Pennsylvania.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 1UP 1n the
building. 1 went to Mansfield

University.
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MISS POOLE: 1"m also from the
Philadelphia High School for Girls and
I*m going to Clark Atlanta University.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Clark
Atlanta University, HBCU.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Well,
listen, 1 just want to commend you. And
continue being leaders. You know, when
you make the decision on a Friday
afternoon to come and participate In a
hearing on youth gun violence -- because
you don"t have to. | don"t think nobody
said you have to go. If you don"t go,
you"re in trouble. That"s being a leader
in yourself, because i1t starts with
making a decision and a choice to do
something that"s positive. And for some
people, that"s not easy. Some people
listen to what other people say. Are you
going down City Hall?

I*m not doing that. That"s
corny. 1"m going to go down the Gallery.

We going to go shoplift or do whatever we
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going to get iInto that"s negative.

So I do commend y*all for being
here. Good luck with school as well.

(Thank you.)

(Applause.)

(Witness approached witness
table.)

MR. SIMMONS: So my -- first of
all, 1 want to ask a question, because I
feel as though the problem is bigger than
just like the City of Philadelphia. But
I know a lot of people that are good at
what they do. Ultimately i1t"s negative,
but they are actually good at 1t. It"s
like they"re masterminds. Like the way
they use their brains, i1f they could take
that and put 1t Into something else, they
will prosper i1in that too, the same way
they doing what they do.

So ultimately what kind of
opportunities could you offer? Like what
could y"all do? Because i1t"s just -- we
don®"t do anything. We adapt to what we

see. We adapt to what"s around. So we
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become good at what we have access to.
So 1T we have more access to other things
that may expose us and open our minds to
bigger and better things, that 1 may be
able to go to school and be a doctor or a
lawyer and actually follow through and
believe in myself that I can actually do
it.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 1 think
ultimately -- then we"re going to call
the next panel too. But 1 think
ultimately for me 1t"s making sure that
young people know what type of
opportunities are out there for them to
get involved 1n. Like, for iInstance, in
my area of South Philadelphia, when I go
to community meetings, people will say,
Well, there®s nothing going on for our
young people In the neighborhood.

That"s not true. You got Young
Chances. You got Don"t Shoot. You have
Unity in the Community. You got the
Sigma Sharks football team. You have the

Hurricanes football team. You have Urban
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Youth Association basketball program that
takes place in the wintertime i1n South
Philadelphia. And so those are just like
off the top of my head seven programs,
right? But for me, 1t"s always how do
you get that information out there for
people to get involved In 1t? Because if
I don"t know that 1t"s going on, I"m a
parent and | don®"t know that these
programs that 1 just mentioned are going
on, then I can"t get my young people
involved. 1 can"t get my children
involved. And every program 1 just
mentioned, all of those are free. Cost
nothing. But how do you make sure that
people actually have access and
information to participate iIn those
particular type of programs?

So for me, 1t"s more of getting
the information out, but it may not be
the same way in different parts of the
City. But I do know a big part of 1t is
making sure that people have information

so they can come out and actually get
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involved.

We can"t do this, because you
kind of had your time on the panel and I
have another panel that®"s coming up, but
111 let you do a follow-up and close
out. Go ahead.

MR. SIMMONS: It"s one city.
You keep -- like we keep breaking it down
as different separate parts of the City.
It"s one city.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Well, the
reason why | said particularly my area,
because 1 can"t speak -- | don"t know
what"s going on in the whole part of the
City, but, however, what you"re saying
will definitely be duly noted, because
what the hearing Is going to take back
the 1nformation and focus on is the City
as a whole.

MR. SIMMONS: All right. Say
no more.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: No
problem. Thank you.

The next panel, please.
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THE CLERK: There are no
further witnesses, Mr. Chairman.
COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Oh, okay.
Mr. Simmons, you want to wrap up with
anything else, Mr. Motivational Speaker?
I"m getting ready to wrap up and say my
final remarks, but --

MR. SIMMONS: My man, let"s get

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You're
part of Young Chances, right?

MR. SIMMONS: Yeah.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: All right.
111 do this: 1I"1l do a sidebar with
Tyrique Glasgow with the two of you and
then we" 11 figure out how we can continue
moving the City of Philadelphia forward.
Is that all right?

MR. SIMMONS: That"s cool.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I have to
also make sure my recorder wraps up.

Listen, I want to say this
sincerely to every young person that came

down here today. Could we give all our
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young people a round of applause, please,
for stepping up.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 1 always
share that when 1 see young people
getting involved in things that are
positive, you have to acknowledge it,
because we always see the fTlip side.

When you turn on Fox In the evening, when
you turn on Channel 6, 10, and 3, It"s
always a negative portrayal of young
people getting involved in something
that"s negative. We never see -- | don"t
think 1 see a camera here today. We sent
out releases. That"s not what iIt"s
about, but at the end of the day, iIf
you"re going to do something positive --
and young people are going to do
something positive -- 1t needs to be
highlighted, because other than that, it
plays off of that stereotype that young
people are out there getting involved in
things that are just totally negative.

So I sincerely again, |1
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appreciate the testimony. We"ll continue
to keep you updated on how we continue to
improve the work that we"re doing
specifically as 1t relates to youth gun
violence here iIn the City of
Philadelphia. | just want to thank you.

And the hearing is now closed.
Thank you very much.

I want to also acknowledge
Councillman Curtis Jones. He isn"t here
today, but he is the Chair of this
Committee, who allowed us to do a Part 2
for this hearing. So thank you very much
and take care.

We"re going to recess this
hearing to the call of the Chair.

(Committee on Public Safety
concluded at 5:00 p.m.)
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