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COUNCILWOMAN GYM: These are
important hearings that we"re going to
be having about the fate of our young
people and our families, so | just
wanted to make space to extend my
gratitude and support to all the
individuals who are here today to
testify.

So good afternoon. This
hearing i1s called to order. This 1s
the public hearing of the City Council
Committee on Children and Youth. The
purpose of this public hearing i1s to
hear testimony on Resolution Nos.
200127 and 200130. I recognize the
presence of a quorum of Committee
members. Members of the Committee iIn
attendance are to my right,
Councilmember Kenyatta Johnson, and to
my left, Councilmember Isaiah Thomas.

So before we get started, |1
would like to just open up, we are
going to begin with Resolution 200127

and I wanted to offer any opening
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remarks to the bill"s sponsor.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much, Madam Chair. 1 want to
thank you very much for providing me
the opportunity to host the hearing on
the i1ssue which i1s critically important
here 1n the City of Philadelphia but
often times go under the radar, and
that"s the i1ssue of missing and
exploited children.

Over the last several months,
I have been contacted by my
constituents a lot via social media
around this issue. And so, we thought
it was only right to host a hearing and
talk to the stakeholders on how we"re
addressing this issue here in the City
of Philadelphia.

Often times people have their
own perceptions and misconceptions on
this 1ssue. So i1t"s only right to get
all the stakeholders inside the room to
get a greater level of clarity on how
we are addressing this i1ssue here in

the City of Philadelphia. And so, I
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thank all of the panelists who decided

to come and participate in this hearing

today, and we look forward to hearing
your testimony. Thank you very much,
Madam Chair.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much. We have a number of public
speakers and comments so we are going
In the best iInterest of everybody®s
time to limit testimony to about three
minutes. |If you have submitted
testimony, we have entire packets that
are devoted to do so and many of us
will have plenty of time or have
already reviewed and read them, and I
want to thank everybody for the
submission of any written testimony.

It means a lot and 1t"s very
important to how we take into
consideration policy, budgetary and
other efforts moving forward, so we"re
going to begin. The Clerk will please
read the title of the first resolution
being considered today.

THE CLERK: Resolution No.
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200127, authorizing the Committee on
Children and Youth to hold hearings to
examine issues relating to missing and
exploited children and youth in
Philadelphia.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much. Will the Clerk please call
the Tirst witness to testify on this
resolution?

THE CLERK: Fran Healy.

(Witness approached Witness
Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
aftternoon, Mr. Healy. Could you please
state your name for the record and you
may proceed with your testimony.

MR. HEALY: Sure. Good
afternoon, Chairperson Gym, and other
members of the Committee on Children
and Youth. My name i1s Francis Healy
and 1"m a Special Advisor of
Commissioner Outlaw. First, thank you
for allowing the Police Department the
opportunity to participate in this
hearing regarding Resolution 200127
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sponsored by Councilperson Johnson.

Children are our most
precious assets and the thought of
missing or exploited children is
unfathomable for any parent, but
nonetheless many parents across this
country are forced to face this sad
reality.

Our job 1n law enforcement is
to protect the most vulnerable people
In our society and to provide comfort
to the parents by iInvestigating every
one of these cases to the fullest
extent of our capacity as law
enforcement agencies.

The Philadelphia Police
Department takes this responsibility
very seriously and has i1ncorporated
several best practices i1n our policies.
We have worked with the Department of
Human Services to amend the reporting
procedures to facilitate missing
persons under their care as well.

From my conversations with

Councilperson Johnson®s Legislative
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Director, 1 understand that there®s an
interest in hearing about the Police
Department®s processes of how missing
and exploited children are recorded and
investigated, so please allow me to
provide an overview of the process
involved with missing children.

The policy covering this
subject matter will be called Directive
12.13 which i1s also available on the
Department®s website under the
accountability tab. 1 will then give a
brief overview of how sexual crimes
against children are investigated and
the Police Department®s efforts iIn
trafficking 1In general.

So generally, the report of a
missing child will be accepted by the
Police Department by a personal
interview from the missing person
reported -- provided by -- 1 was a
little too close. Generally, the
reports of missing child are accepted
by the Police Department by personal

interview from the parent, physician,
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legal guardian or next of kin over the
age of 18 that i1s closely connected to
the child.

We have recently made changes
to our policy to allow an exception for
the Department of Human Service
personnel. The requirement of a
personal interview we found delayed the
reporting process, so we now allow DHS
personnel to make such reports by the
phone.

In accordance with Crimes
Code Section 2908, and it states Title
34, Sections 41307 through 41308, any
time 1t 1s brought to the attention of
the Police Department that anyone over
the age of 21 1s or may be missing, an
investigator shall be assigned to
immediately investigate the iIncident
regardless of the age or the
circumstances. All persons under the
age of 21 will be immediately and
automatically entered into the PCIC and
NCIC system. That"s the criminal
database systems of both the
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Pennsylvania State Police and the FBI.

The 1nitial reporting process
will involve a uniformed officer
responding to the location of a missing
child to take the missing person
report. The responsible party filing
the report will be required to sign the
form. In the case of a suspected child
abduction, a supervisor will be
summoned to the scene iImmediately to
determine whether the requirements set
forth by the State Police are present
to initiate an Amber Alert.

It 1s important to note that
the local police do not initiate Amber
Alerts. This function i1s performed by
the State Police. And the entire
process for that i1s actually as an
appendix in our directive that 1
referenced.

In the case of a missing
child under the age of 10, we call them
tender age. A separate protocol was
recently changed to ensure that a

supervisor responds and a complete and
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methodical search is conducted of the
house and immediate vicinity.

We revamped our policy 1In
light of a tragedy that occurred in New
Jersey several years ago when a small
child was ultimately found on the
actual property after an extensive
search of the surrounding areas. Once
the officer has the final missing
person®s report, 1t 1Is then provided to
the Operations Room Supervisor in the
district where the information is
actually physically placed into the
INCT and our investigative PINN system
and forwarded to the detectives for
their investigation.

Once the detectives receive
their missing report, the detective
supervisor will assign an investigator
immediately to interview in person the
individual making the missing person®s
report. And as | said, to facilitate
DHS, this can be done now by the phone.

The supervisor will make

certain that all juveniles and young
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adults up to the age of 21 are actually
entered into the PCIC system.
Additionally, when a child under 10 1is
reported missing, the detective
supervisor will ensure a general
message i1s sent city-wide to all police
personnel and that the message is
broadcast every 20 minutes for 24 hours
and once an hour after that to all
commanding officers.

During the investigation,
just so the steps of what the
investigators actually do, the
investigator obtains additional
photographs of any missing children,
they iInterview relatives as others who
may aid in locating the missing
juvenile, they check locations
habitually frequented by the child,
they check criminal history files.

Some people 1 get a gquestion
why do we check children®s criminal
history record files. A lot of times
iIt"s to 1dentify people that the

children may actually be friends with
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or been i1n trouble with. We check all
computer messages for reports of
injured and unidentified persons. We
check all juvenile detention centers
and DHS to ensure the child i1s not iIn
those services.

We check with Family Court to
determine 1t the juvenile was committed
to an institution on order of a Family
Court judge. We check all schools. We
interview friends, teachers and
counselors and we do a check with the
Megan®s Law registry or the Megan®s Law
officer at the Special Victims Unit for
potential suspects iIn any suspected
abduction.

Each i1nvestigator will
conduct follow-up 1nvestigation by
re-interviewing the persons who
reported the child missing within 72
hours after the initial visit and once
a week for a minimal period of one
month from the reported date of
disappearance.

All missing children will be
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interviewed by the —- 1"m sorry. All
missing children located, once they are
located will be interviewed by the
assigned detective to assure they were
not the victim of any crimes and to
close out the missing person®s report.

This 1s the basic process of
how we 1nitiate the missing
investigation, the missing reports for
missing children. Now, with respect to
children who are the victim of sexual
assaults, that"s a different process,
not necessarily a missing child, but
our Special Victims Unit 1s the unit
that handles that process.

So with respect to the
neglect and sexual crimes against
children, our Special Victims Unit will
conduct the i1nvestigation, and this is
the most important thing that I think
we"ve done in the last several years,
i1It"s maybe more than five years, but we
co-locate with the District Attorney"s
Office, DHS and other individuals that

provide services for the children that
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are victims. So when they give their
statements, they only give a statement
once. They don"t have to give a
statement to the District Attorney, to
the police. We co-operate and
co-locate at the same area to reduce
the trauma for the child. So, so --

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Feel free
to summarize, Mr. Healy.

MR. HEALY: And one other
thing that 1 see, the Special Victims
Unit with respect to trafficking, the
Special Victims Unit i1s a key partner.
At one point iIn time, we had a task
force which has now been solidified
into a unit, so we have a task force

unit within the Police Department, the

Special Victims Unit, that collaborates

with all the other state and federal
agencies and the Salvation Army to
provide services for these victims.
For that, i1f you have any
other additional questions for me, 1
have Captain Burgmann of the Special

Victims Unit along with Detective
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Gordon to answer any questions specific
to the trafficking and how we
investigate trafficking issues, but
iIt"s a collaborative between, like 1
said 1t"s a state, local and federal
partnering including the District
Attorney®s Office as well as the U.S.
Attorney®s Office.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Okay.
Great. Councilmember Johnson?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Just a
couple of questions. Do we separate in
terms of statistics the different
categories where you have missing
children cases? | know you just talked
about trafficking i1s one particular
category. How do we separate the
statistics for the other categories as
well?

MR. HEALY: Well, for the
missing children, they"re categorized
as missing children based upon certain
definitions of our code. A trafficking
individual, they“"re victims of crime,

whereas missing children aren®t
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necessarily a victim of a crime as of
yet, so we report 1t as a missing child
as opposed to a crime.

The individuals for
trafficking purposes, often times
they"re victims of crime but they may
be actually arrested for low-level
prostitution and we put some good
things In place. The District
Attorney®s Office we all know 1s no
longer prosecuting low-level
prostitution and I respect that. But
what we found out from our Vice unit 1is
a lot of the women that are getting
arrested for those levels are no longer
receiving some of the services that the
District Attorney"s Office used to
provide once these women were arrested.

So what we"ve actually
provided actually -- and the District
Attorneys have been very resourceful
and help us In this process, part of
our police-assisted diversion program,
we have a special component now just

for Vice 1In addition to other areas, so
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we try to make sure that those women
that want the services are actually
afforded the services through our
services provider for the City, and the
District Attorney®s Office 1s a part of
that process, so they haven®t
abandoned, 1 don"t want them to think
that. But they“ve shifted and are now
working with us with the Vice
Police-Assisted Diversion Unit.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Briefly
summarize and just elaborate on the
first 48 hours when a child goes
missing. And obviously, that"s
critical In terms of the recovery
process. Elaborate on that process in
terms of how does the reporting
timeline take place, all the parties
engaged.

MR. HEALY: What happens is
like I said, 1T you make the phone call
to the police a child 1s missing, a
uniformed police officer will show up
at your door. They"ll take the

preliminary report, get i1t signed and
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then we take it and actually i1t gets
sent to the detective, and the
detective will then actually come out
and interview the family or the
individual making the report. So the
detective 1s out on scene depending
upon the circumstances within several
hours, hopefully usually within two
hours or so, but they"re interviewing
because the issue i1Is they want to
identify quickly as possible the
potential locations for the children.

Like I said, when we have a
child under 10, we have a specific
protocol. We call them tender age
searches, and we actually activate a
very wide scale search pattern for
children.

Like I said in New Jersey
what happened, there was 1 believe a 9
or 10-year-old child that was lost and
the child was ultimately found
regrettably dead, but 1t was on the
property. 1 believe the child crawled

into an old car i1n the trunk and nobody
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really looked there. Everybody started
looking outward.

So a lot of the policy we put
in place i1s to ensure before we start
looking outward that we fully overturn
everything that is possible, because
when you get to the smaller children, a
lot of times they"re hiding. They hide
in places, they fall asleep and silly
stuff like that.

But before we spend resources
looking outside, we want to make
sure —- like big case In point iIs at
this time of year pools, most pools
have the covers on them, but they also
have 4 or 5 inches of water on them and
1T a small child fell iInto that, it
would actually be very hard to see but
they could drown very quickly. So i1f
there®s a child 1n that position, we
want to make sure that"s one of the
Tirst places we"re looking rather than
doing grid searches in the
neighborhood.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: What"s
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the level of staffing In this
particular unit that"s strictly around
missing children in the City of
Philadelphia, dedicated resources?

MR. HEALY: There®"s not
dedicated resources specifically for
this. Each detective division in the
City would handle these jobs. Special
Victims handles the sexual assaults
against children and the trafficking,
but a missing person®s report would
actually be reported to the Division of
Occurrence, and the next detective that
would be up for an assignment would be
given that assignment. 1It"s not a
dedicated personnel for missing people
in each individual detective.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I don"t
want to use the word clearance rate,
right, because i1t wouldn®"t be clearance
rate, but I guess I will say cases
resolved, right?

MR. HEALY: The report, I
didn"t know you needed that

information. 1 can get that for you.
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I believe you received information on
the reported people -- i1t was requested
as the number of reports. Those
numbers, there®"s also a corresponding
number of the number of ones that were
located. 1 have to get that for you.
We have to look through each individual
report.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: If you
can provide the located individuals --

MR. HEALY: Yes, I will get
that.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: -- that
would be good data. And just one last
thing, how often does the other
jurisdictions that you collaborate with
such as the Pennsylvania State Police,
DHS, Special Victims Unit and
Children®s Alliance and DBHIDS, how
often do you meet as a unit or iIs it on
a case-by-case basis and then you bring
all the stakeholders to the table or is
it jJust like a monthly or bimonthly
meeting where everyone is around the

table huddled and strategizing on how
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to address this issue?

MR. HEALY: 1"11 give you an
overview as | understand 1t. Then I
can actually refer to Captain Burgmann
who oversees the Special Victims Unit,
see 1t operationally. They meet on a
regular basis, | understand, just to
get the operational mechanics down, but
they also convene on each incident when
a child 1s being iInterviewed. 1 think
that"s -- 1s that correct?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: State
your name for the record.

MR. BURGMANN: Mark Burgmann,
Special Victims Unit. | can tell you
that as Inspector Healy mentioned,
we"re located in what"s called
Philadelphia Safety Collaborative.
Housed there i1s Special Victims, DHS,
PCA which is Philadelphia®s Children®s
Allitance, and we have our SAK Unit
which does the rape kits, so we"re
there together where we collaborate
together so we see each other every

day.
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We talk about these cases
every day. 1It"s a good work formation
that we have. We work together. As
far as our human trafficking task
force, we would meet on a regular
basis. We would meet -- we were
supposed to meet quarterly. We were
actually meeting every month, but
they"re actually there with us.
They"re pretty much housed there with
us. They have office space there too,
so we see them on a regular basis,
almost daily, that we coordinate and
trade notes on these cases.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

And my last question before we call up

the next panel, do you categorize let"s

say i1t"s trafficking, runaways,
sometimes parents may have disputes,

one parent or another parent and one

parent will kidnap a child, how 1s that

categorized?

And also, what®"s the focus on

when you have runaways and then the

recovery of runaways, you"re kind of
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putting them back into their homes or
the DHS system, how does that work?

MR. BURGMANN: Well, as far
as our trafficking victims, a lot of
times they are iIn DHS custody already,
and they will get reported by DHS, but
we will return them to DHS and many
times they"re put In nonsecure
facilities so they"ll run again. But
we also work with Salvation Army to try
and find housing for them also. But
for the most part with juveniles, i1t"s
DHS that places them.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.
All right. Well, thank you very much
and as always, thank you for your
service as well.

MR. BURGMANN: Thank you.

MR. HEALY: Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You're
welcome. Will the Clerk please call
the next panel?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: That®"s my
role --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Oh.
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COUNCILWOMAN GYM: —-
Councilman.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Madam
Chair.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1 had one
quick question. |Is 1t possible for you
to get back to us with some of the
overall data about how some of the
demographic data In the past year or
over the course of the past three years
in terms of age, race, zip code of the
cases and whether they were completed
and 1t does not need to be
case-by-case. Just --

MR. HEALY: What kind of
cases are we talking about, sexual
assaults or missing children?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1 would
say for the missing children. 1 think
In part we"re trying to better
understand whether there"s any and how
every case is a horrible tragedy, but
trying to understand its impact around
the City.

MR. HEALY: So what we had
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provided to the Councilman i1s a
breakdown from 2015. [It"s not as
detailed as what you would like. 1
have a copy here 1f you need i1t, but it
breaks down the -- these are the
reported of missing, and I would like
to follow up with the close-outs with
the people that have been located. A
good number of these iIndividuals have
been located. 1711 get that
information.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much. Thank you both. Will the
Clerk please call the next panel?

THE CLERK: Sergio Cruel,
Danea Whitest, Gregory Bucceroni.

(Panel approached Witness
Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
aftternoon and welcome. We really
appreciate your being here and 1 know
how difficult and challenging this may
be. If you feel like you need to take
a break, just let us know and we will

be happy to provide it.
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IT you could introduce
yourselves, starting with Ms. Whitest,
and then go down the row and just
introduce yourself and then you may
begin your testimony. Ms. Whitest?

MS. WHITEST: Greetings.
Greetings, City Councilmen,
Councilwomen. My name i1s Danea Whitest
and I am a long-term member of Kingdom
Life Christian Center and Mothers In
Charge. 1 would like to thank you for
inviting me here this afternoon to
share with the panels my experience
with one of our nation®s most growing
but least talked about issues i1In family
home today, and that is our missing and
exploited children.

I must admit that this topic
seldomly crossed my family®s dinner
table until we were directly affected
with a missing family member ourselves.
My family"s worst nightmare came true
when my 15-year-old niece Evelyn
Whitest who | was raising as my

daughter, whom I choose to refer to as
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EW, went missing on June 19, 2019.

EW was an honor roll student
with a promising future ahead of her.
Before she went missing after she
started corresponding with an adult
male that she met on a child soliciting
chat app, I can"t describe In words the
fear, anxiety and panic that came over
me after | realized she was gone.

I started sweating and
hyperventilating and was not sure as to
what 1 should do next. So | called the
police to put -- the police to report
her missing. After waiting hours for
the police officers to arrive to my
home, when they finally got to my home
I was told that 1 needed to go make a
police report with the Northeast
detective or the Special Victims Unit
in my district, so that"s what I did.

When 1 arrived at the Police
District, 1 met with the detective that
was very unsympathetic to my needs and
who seemed a little annoyed by my

behavior that exhibited my sense of
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urgency to have him or some other
detective help me find my little girl.

As a matter of fact, he made
me feel like 1 was doing something
wrong by reporting EW missing before
she was actually gone for 24 hours. 1
was told that EW being missing was not
a big deal because teenage children her
age go missing all the time and they
always "eventually show up."

I itmmediately disagreed with
his philosophy, so I started reading
him some of EW"s last corresponding
chat messages between her and the
strange adult male. According to their
messages, It appeared as 1t the two
were in contact for some time before
the adult male convinced my little
15-year-old daughter that he loved her
and wanted to take care of her.

He told her to sneak out of
the house and come meet him, which she
did. After reading their text
messages, my family and | was convinced

that EW was an endangered runaway and
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was at risk for being exploited for sex
trafficking.

The detective completely
brushed off my sex trafficking theory
and said "that he didn"t think EW was
being sex trafficked. She was more
likely just a rebellious teenager who
ran away to meet a boy or she just was
angry about something and just needed
some time to cool off before she would
return back to home."

He said he would write up the
report, but that was the most he can do
at that moment. Then he pointed to a
wall behind his chair. The wall was
Tfilled with pictures of other missing
children that went missing in our
neighborhood.

The detective turned to me
and said, As you can see, | have a lot
of cases similar to yours on my
caseload that I have to deal with on a
regular basis, so please be patient
with me and give me some time to see

what | can find out. And he suggested
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that | wait for a few days to see 1f EW
will return home on her own. And he
promised me that he would call me In a
few days to give me an update or sooner
1T he found out any information.

Needless to say, after the
meeting with the detective my hope iIn
having the police immediately help me
and my family search for my daughter
were completely diminished. |1 didn"t
agree with the detective®s assumption
that EW was an angry teenager that ran
away and just needed to cool down.
However, | agreed to give the detective
some time to look for EW and to get the
information about her disappearance out
to the public.

While we were wairting for the
police to do their part, my family and
I started doing ours. We went on our
own quest to find EW. As a parent who
already lost two children i1n a train
accident, 1 already knew what the
process of losing a child felt like.

However, | must admit looking for my
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missing child was extremely
excruciating.

The fear -- just the
nightmares thinking that she was being
murdered, tortured, 1t was just
unbearable. 1 lost many nights of
sleep, me and my family. 1 just
couldn®t understand why I couldn®t get
the help that 1 needed to help find
her.

After six or seven days of
waiting for the detective to return, |
went back to the police station
requesting to speak with the detective
for a progress update. When | got
there, I was informed the detective
that took my initial report was on
vacation and he didn"t leave his
colleagues with any information about
his cases.

I was told that no one there

at that time knew anything about my

missing daughter, nor did they find any

evidence that anyone was ever looking

for her. Therefore, 1 had to meet with
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two different detectives and explain my
story all over again. |1 was told they
couldn®t do anything other than take a
missing person®s report because they
had no evidence or proof a crime was
actually being committed.

I was floored by their
reactions. My world was crushed when 1
found out that the whole seven days 1
was waiting for the detective to call
me back with information about EW was
all a waste of time. He was never even
looking for her. |If 1 had to think of
a word to describe how I felt in that
moment, i1t would be devastated.

I was so angry that day, that
I had to leave the building before 1
said something unlady-like. With tears
streaming down my face, 1 went home to
inform my family that we were on our
own with our gquest to search for EW,
and precious and viable time was wasted
while waiting for the police to help
us. Therefore, we had to find a way to

hire a private detective because the

Page 33

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Committee on Children and Youth
March 11, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

police was no longer a resource for us.
So that"s what my church family and 1
had done.

After 1 posted on Facebook to
my family and friends that we needed
help to hire a private detective, the
adult male that had EW must have seen
my post and he decided to drop her off
at the police station. After EW was
returned, she was never the same and
she®s never been the same since.

She was extremely traumatized
and i1s still currently unable to
function mentally. She is currently
receiving mental health help 1In an
inpatient residential facility
treatment center two hours and a half
away from her family. She is getting
help coping with the traumatic
traumatizing experiences she endured
while she was being sex trafficked.

I agreed to come here today
to share my story because 1 wanted to
put a face on the ongoing problem and

make some recommendations from a
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perspective of a parent with lived
experience in order to help i1dentify
opportunities to address the problem.
Moreover, 1 wanted to help the panel
see the absolute need for change.

My recommendations are as
follows: that all law enforcement
officers undergo mandatory sensitivity
training that focuses on social skills
building, sympathy and empathy skills,
cultural competency, de-escalation
techniques and strength-building
strategies that will promote a more
positive outcome and a positive view of
the local police department by its
citizens. Families of missing children
need to feel that their neighborhood
local law enforcement officers care
about our missing and exploited
children i1n our city and all over the
nation.

Two, that local task force be
developed 1n every district that is
specifically designed to address the

needs of families with missing children
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In an expeditious manner. For parents
of missing children, time i1s of the
essence when they are trying to locate
their missing child. And three,
developing community programs that is
designed to help families of missing
children, find resources in a timely
manner, networking with our community
churches and community organizations
I1s essential to providing the emotional
and hands-on support that families need
when organizing search parties and
handing out flyers for their loved one.
Providing a place where
families can go right in their own
neighborhood or community to access the
emotional and moral support is
extremely needed. And last but not
least, a resource guide be developed
with a list of organizations that offer
supports to families In their own zip
code. Knowing where to find help in
your own neighborhood 1s a major
component for parents of missing

children.
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This resource guide should
list people 1In organizations such as
Sergio Cruel from Deeper Than
Journalism, a person that helps
families get their stories out there to
the public that traditional news
stations will not or are unable to air
for whatever reason.

One of the most devastating
moments that I can remember throughout
this whole ordeal was when 1 was told
that the news will not air information
about my child"s disappearance because
unfortunately she went missing at the
same time that the massive explosion at
the Philadelphia Energy Solution
refinery happened, and that was more
important than my missing teenage
runaway. But thank God for people like
Sergio Cruel who cared enough about
missing children and offered his time
and resources to me and my family and |
get -- I"m sorry, to get the word out
about EW"s disappearance.

I believe with Sergio®s video
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help combined with my family®s church,
family friends and neighbors® efforts,
It put pressure on the man or men that
were exploiting EW and they brought her
back home. 1In conclusion, I want to
thank everyone for helping during that
time so that my outcome was a positive
one. However, the problem still
exists. And there are children who are
out there still missing whose families
need support with finding them.

I hope and pray that each
Councillman and Councilwoman here today
will consider the iInformation they just
heard and use i1t as a baseline to
identify solutions for this upcoming
and ongoing problem. Thank you all for
listening to my testimony and God bless
you all.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much, Ms. Whitest. And I know
we"re going to hear from our other
panels but 1 just know that 1 speak on
behalf of my colleagues when we say

that we are grateful for your story,
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we"re grateful for your courage and
we"re grateful for the love that
brought your girl home.

MS. WHITEST: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: We will be
hearing more and we really appreciate
it. It 1s very much why we"re here, so
thank you.

Mr. Cruel, 1f you can just
introduce yourself and then proceed
with your testimony.

MR. CRUEL: Okay. No
problem. My name is Sergio Cruel. 1
produced a show called Deeper Than
Journalism which airs on every major
streaming platform. |1 also work for
Fox 29, so I"m very well-versed in the
media In understanding why they don"t
cover certain missing persons and how
the news works.

So I"ve been doing this since
2016. I used to work on a show called
Chasing News up i1n New Jersey which 1s
a Fox 29 show as well, and that"s when

I did my Ffirst missing persons® story
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and 1t kind of spiraled from there.
And 1t showed me the issue that we have
here 1In Philadelphia.

She 1s one of -- 1 don"t
know, I helped a lot of families. And
then we have a family here whose son
went missing and is still pending. Her
daughter was able to be found which 1s
not every situation iIn every case.
Now, I know we are pressed for time,
but I do want to talk about some quick
iIssues that 1 find even as a person in
media.

The first thing, 1 work with
police, I work with search and rescue,
I built a lot of resources and 1 do
this all independently, that®"s number
one, because of my knowledge in the
media. The biggest thing i1s no one
knows that the child i1s missing until
you actually bring awareness, right.

The reason why the news,
well, most news outlets won"t cover
these kids or this situation is only

because 1t"s a very biased medium, If
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I"m being honest, and I can say that
because I work there. 1 work in and I
understand this field. So that"s
number one. It"s very -- they pick and
choose who they want to cover.

So what 1 do 1s, what makes
me different is simply my thing is |
don"t prejudge, right. Her daughter
went missing and, yes, she was talking
to a man online and you might say,
well, she ran away. But we need to
understand the difference between a
runaway and also a kid that goes
missing. Yes, she probably did run
away but that runaway can become a
missing person.

I think that we also say that
a missing person Is someone who gets
snatched off the street, right. And 1
understand that some things need to be
worked out at home. One of the
challenges that I do face, and this is
what 1 really wanted to bring home
here, one of the challenges that 1 face

particularly i1s that whenever I™m
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helping a family, the case i1s always
given to a detective that"s working a
night shift. To me that makes no sense
because I can"t call the detective,
right, and now I know there®s a pecking
order.

I know 1t goes to the
detective. Then 1T I can"t get iIn
touch with them, 1t"s the sergeant or
they" 1l direct me to their PR people
which I understand, so | do understand
both sides because | have a lot of
friends i1in the Police Department so |
understand that their caseload iIs
heavy .

But what doesn®"t make sense
to me Is that how can you assign a
missing person to a detective that"s
working overnight. There®s no way you
can iInvestigate that overnight because
you can"t go to the schools, you can"t
talk to the parents 1T 1t"s overnight.
You"re not searching for someone at
nighttime. It"s not going to happen.

That"s my biggest issue most
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importantly.

And also, I think that it"s
very important to understand that
sometimes when a kid does go missing, |
categorize a missing person as someone
that"s lost and wants to be found most
importantly. So my job is -- and 1
started my show specifically to help
missing people because there®"s nothing
out there i1In the City of Philadelphia.
It"s not happening. And I can"t wait
for my job or any other news station to
do something about 1t. It doesn"t make
sense when we have all these different
resources.

And also, I want to stress
that 1t"s 1mportant that even when
these families do have a missing person
or missing kid, i1t"s important that we
all -- even when 1 did her story at the
end of my video, at the end of my
reports, 1 said I1"m calling on all City
Councilmembers, all the police
officers, all the resources out there

and most times people don"t care until
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i1t happens to them. 1t"s like, well,
that"s that kid. She must have did
something wrong.

We prejudge people way too
much, and 1 don"t think that"s fair
because you wouldn®"t want anyone to
prejudge you 1Tt 1t happened to your
kid. You would want everybody to share
that video, right, that story. So my
challenges -- 1 understand that when it
comes to law enforcement they have a
lot on their plate, and 1 understand
every last aspect from the law
enforcement perspective to the media
perspective and | play the middle.

So most importantly and 1
want to end with this. |1 don"t believe
there®s a solution for when a kid runs
away and is a runaway. 1 don"t think
there®s a solution for that only
because that®"s a home thing. 1 think
that the home has to do a better job at
communicating with the kid. But when
there i1s a child that"s actually

really, really missing, |1 think that we
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essentially have to do a better job of

communicating that to the public.

Even the Amber system, 1 know
who that"s ran by, I know how i1t works.
But every kid, i1f there 1s -- even on

the police website, one of things that
I struggle with the most and 1t"s
really difficult, somebody asked me how
do you go about picking and choosing
which family you"re going to help.

What makes 1t difficult for
me 1s that on the police website
there®s a list that anybody can see
that 1"m looking at every single day.
It"s a list of missing people, missing
girls, missing men, children, but 1t"s
not separated. | had the police send
me some statistics last year, and they
sent me all of the missing people from
the last five years. And 1 looked at
everything carefully.

What 1s not -- | guess what"s
not clear, there"s no separation. When
you look at that website, 1t doesn"t

say that"s a runaway or this person 1is
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actually missing, so that needs to

be -- I think that really needs to be
clear, because naturally you see a
person that"s missing or a kid that"s
missing online, you want to share 1It,
right. And that®"s just a natural human
reaction which I understand.

But I feel like the police
needs to make that clear, i1s this
person a runaway or are they really
missing. This way so I can do my job
effectively, you know. |I"m grateful
that her daughter whom she®s been
raising since she was a baby, I™'m
grateful that she was able to be found,
but what about the ones I see on these
posters here.

And 1 reached out to the
National Center of Missing and
Exploited Children. 1 reached out to
them multiple times. These children to
me look like, and 1 see an adult woman,
they look like they haven®t been found
yet, right, but nobody®"s talking about
their story, and that®"s the most
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important thing. We need to bring more
awareness.

We cannot make traditional
news media do the story. That"s why I
exist because those families deserve
help. And I"m going to end with this,
also 1 was asked again why do you do
this. My mom asked me this, why do you
choose to do this. And I had people
who -- 1 work with private
investigators as well.

And | had these guys reach
out to me and call me, why are you
doing this, you"re such a young guy,
why are you doing this. 1 said to
them, well, 1f I was to go missing, who
would tell my story, and 1 think that
IS very important that we tell these
people®s stories and just help them
most importantly.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much. Thank you. Mr. Bucceroni?

MR. BUCCERONI: Let me see if
this 1s on. Is i1t on?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes. |IT
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you can pull it closer to you and --
MR. BUCCERONI: 1 got you.
COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you.
MR. BUCCERONI: 1"m a little
nervous because this is my story about
being involved as a victim, survivor,
basically exploited children as a
child. Let me just get my glasses. My
hands are shaking because I was a child
that fell victim to this. Good
afternoon to everyone also. As a
victim survivor of missing and
exploited child sex trafficking in
between the years 1976 and 1980 while
living 1n a struggling single parent
low-1ncome household with five siblings
in South Philadelphia, | became
involved 1n nefarious at-risk
adolescent negative behaviors,
including running away from home,
sneaking on Septa, shoplifting, truancy
and curfew violations, smoking
marijuana, drinking alcohol, viewing
pornography, hitchhiking, fights with

other at-risk youth and associating
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with adult organized crime figures.

In 1976 at the age of 11
years old due to my at-risk adolescent
behavior, Philadelphia Family Court
adjudicated me and some of my friends
to the South Philly Boys Club which was
established 1n mentoring troubled boys.
There 1 was introduced to several local
sordid philanthropists who funded the
South Philly Boys Clubs as 1 and other
at-risk boys were slowly groomed and
coerced by a man named Edward Savitz
also known to many of us kids as Fast
Eddie, entered a life of child sex
trafficking, also known to many of us
kids as street hustling.

Between Philadelphia and
other regional locations, these adult
offenders often used money, drugs,
alcohol, shelter, shopping sprees,
gifts and other things i1n luring
at-risk youth into child sex
trafficking and exploitation.

During these troubled years

of my missing and exploited
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victimization, many of my adult
prominent offenders and enablers,
pillars of the community, acted with
impunity due to their social status and
political connections, as we the
missing and exploited child victims
were often treated by law enforcement
and child protection services as gay
throw-away street kids that would
either be dead or in jail by the time
we reached 18 years old.

In 1979, 1 eventually met a
Philadelphia community activist by the
name of David Fattah who ran a youth
program called the House of Umoja.
David Fattah would eventually steer me
away from my troubled life on the
unforgiving streets of Philadelphia and
guide me to a more productive
lifestyle -- just bear with me one
second. 1 just have to -- it feels
like a weight"s on my chest, and
developing Into a community activist
myself.

Although 1 survived, my
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childhood victimization has become an
emotional wound that never heals. 1
struggle with PTSD i1n addition to
losing many of my childhood friends who
also were missing and exploited
children due to their deaths, drug and
alcohol addictions and incarceration.

In closing, I would like to
express that then and now fairlure of
law enforcement and child protection
services and properly investigating and
following up on missing and exploited
child cases here i1in Philadelphia where
sadly many of the missing children are
being exploited into child sex
trafficking-related nightmares.

And moving forward, 1 would
like to see established a committee of
oversight law enforcement and child
protection services of missing and
exploited child cases throughout
Philadelphia. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
all so very much. 1 want to thank this

entire panel for your courage and for
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being heroes. Mr. Bucceroni and 1 have
known each other for a really long time
and you®ve converted your pain and what
should honestly have been rage and
anger at the world and you®ve channeled
It 1n doing justice for young people
and making them feel like this city is
a safer place for them, and 1 just
really want to thank you for that.

And 1 really can"t thank
Mr. Cruel enough, although I think that
Ms. Whitest"s testimony to you as being
one of the main reasons why her child
came home is the greatest testimony to
what you"re doing. And 1 also want to
thank you for calling out racism, in
particular how Black children are
viewed and how their lives are weighted
against the values of others because it
has a profound impact and 1t"s not just
about whether i1t"s one i1ndividual
child.

It"s that we allow predators
to continue on within our society when

we disregard the color and race of
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their victims and their gender, and i1t

IS outrageous and | appreciate the fact
that you bring 1t to this forefront in

a calm way, because I know that I would
lose my mind and 1 often do.

I have to hold i1t together
because I"m the Chair of this
Committee, and there are many people in
this room who are grieving and who are
mourning loss and pain and they don"t
need to be channeling anger. We need
solutions right now. But 1 want to
thank you for being that voice and that
vehicle.

And of course, I"ve already
said this, Ms. Whitest, your love
brought your girl home and she"s with
you and there will be a way for us to
see this through and I know she"ll be
able to do 1t because she has a family,
loving people around her and a
community that will bring her back to
all of us.

She"11 come out of treatment.

She*"1l1 be back 1n a place and one day
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we will hope that she will have her own
lessons to pass down and a voice that®s
strong enough to tell 1t. And until
then, we are going to protect her and
love her with everything we"ve got and
I want to thank you for doing that
because that®"s why we heal.

I mean 1 don"t know what else
to say, but I"m grateful to all of you
so I will pass this over to -- the
Chair recognizes Councilman Johnson.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you. Thank you, Madam Chair. First
and foremost, Greg, | want to thank you
just for your courage and stepping up
to the plate and telling your story,
and we also appreciate you for your
long life dedicated to public service.
I"ve been on the streets, pounding the
streets with you for years. But most
importantly, taking the personal
testimony about your life and using
that as a way to empower others who may
be dealing with the same exact

situations that you have faced iIn your
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life. We want to personally say thank
you and you always have my support and
I also thank you for pointing out the
Issues that need to be addressed as it
relates to the actual system and this
1Is why we"re having this hearing.

Sergio, Sergio was the
motivation of why this hearing has
taken place. Any time 1f you go on
social media, if you go on Instagram,
he 1s the only individual who is
promoting individuals who are,
specifically children, who are missing
and exploited, so I thank you. 1 thank
you for challenging this body to bring
this i1ssue to the forefront.

I thank you for bringing
awareness to this issue. But also most
importantly, similar to what Madam
Chair talked about, really exposing a
system, a system that places different
values on individual lives just based
upon who they are. When you talk about
the approach of law enforcement around

this issue, 1t"s not my Ffirst time
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hearing 1t in terms of how the
Insensitive approach to actually
victims of any type of crime of
violence i1s an issue that needs to be
addressed here in the City of
Philadelphia.

When you talk about the level
of resources and exposure that takes
place regarding who 1s missing or who
Is exploited i1s also definitely an
Issue that we must continue to stay
focused on and also examine, but also
come up with a strategy and a plan to
change the system to address this
ISsue.

So, Sergio, obviously we will

continue this dialogue and most
importantly, work with you as we look
at additional ways to address this
issue from a policy standpoint.
Ms. Whitest, just thank you for your
bravery and your courage for stepping
up to the plate and coming down here
today, and this i1s a story that we

needed to hear as well, because often
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times we may look at numbers, we may
look at stories that are on paper, but
unless we hear from the individuals
such as yourself and such as Greg and
actually put a face on the actual
story, so I also want to follow up on
your recommendations.

Your recommendations were
dead-on. And so, 1f you can make sure
that my office and 171l make sure that
Madam Chair receives this information
as well as Councilman Isaiah Thomas,
give us those recommendations so we can
begin reviewing how we change our
system primarily through legislation
and public policy.

It"s unfortunate. You know,
I work very closely as the Special
Committee on Gun Violence Chair with
the Philadelphia Police Department, but
I have to be real. 1 guess the mere
fact that a representative -- did a
representative stay around from the
Philadelphia Police Department? Is

anyone here from the Philadelphia
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Police Department?
(No response.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: That"s
my point, right. You stick around for
things that matter. And even 1T they
are busy, and I"11 follow up on this,
leave a representative so we can rebut
and we can follow up. And so, that"s
something that we will actually address
because again i1t comes down to really
showing 1s this a level of priority
just to be quite frank with you, and
111 have that conversation with the
Administration as well.

I1"ve been doing this work for
a while, and 1 do recognize that we
will provide a level of resources and
support when we think 1t matters, but
it also comes down to who"s advocating
and that will show the level of
priority that the issue i1s just to be
frank with you, because we don"t have a
sense, a chance to rebut the
Philadelphia Police Department based

upon some of the things that you have
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brought up.

No one has the opportunity to

come up and say, well, no, that"s not

the case; well, here 1s the process.

And so, we will definitely follow up on

that. But please make sure we receive
those recommendations so we can follow
up and begin coming up with a strategy
and a game plan from a public policy
standpoint to address those issues.
Thank you very much for your testimony
today.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much, Councilman Johnson. The

Chair recognizes Councilman Thomas.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank you

first and foremost, Madam Chairwoman,

for allowing me the opportunity to join

you here and thank you, Councilman
Johnson, for calling on this hearing.
We are only briefly into the hearing

and I"m sitting here learning so much.

So for me just as a member of

Council, somebody who represents you as

constituents in the City of
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Philadelphia, we definitely do not have
all the answers so 1t"s imperative that
you recognize that we appreciate you to
taking the time out your day, to
struggle to find parking, to wait for
us to get started with this hearing, to
share with us this valuable
information, because i1f you don"t take
the time to do this, you cannot
guarantee that this i1s information that
we essentially know.

And 1 echo what Councilman
Johnson said as 1t relates to your
recommendations. They"re absolutely
phenomenal. And my team and I too will
be looking into those recommendations
to see how we can try our best to
implement those as best practices.

Outside of that, some of the
stats that we received today, just one
question. Some of the stats that we
received today based on the numbers
that"s In front of me, more young
people of color end up missing than any

other group of people combined.
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IT you add up all of the
people combined, how many people come
up missing in the year 2019, more young
people of color end up missing than
all -- speciftically Black. More Black
people end up missing than everyone
else combined.

Sergio, you talked
specifically about media and media
tending to shed light on i1ssues that
they pick and choose as to how they“re
going to do that based on the ethnicity
of the person that®"s missing. Based on
the work that you"ve done, and 1 was
just looking at your Instagram page, do
you feel like you get an overwhelming
number of requests from Black folks,
from people of color asking you to
highlight the i1ssues that they face as
far as their children being missing
compared to their White counterparts?

MR. CRUEL: Yes.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: So 1n the
midst of you getting those complaints,

what recommendations would you make
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that we do on the City side to
specifically support young children of
color?

The one recommendation you
gave | agree 100 percent as far as us
classifying the difference between
who"s missing, because they were a
runaway compared to who"s missing
because they"re actually missing.
Outside of that, are there any other
recommendations that you feel like we
need to take away today before we
conclude your testimony for today?

MR. CRUEL: Yeah. 1 think
the most important thing i1s, and |
didn"t realize 1t at the time, but that
Is a snapshot from the police"s
website. When 1 look at that, | read
the information because 1"m on there
every single day and even though
because 1 am Black, 1 do cover us but
iIt"s just not -- yes, the numbers are
overwhelming, but I"m not biased. 1
cover everyone because i1t"s a human

person and that"s just 1t. 1 just
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don®"t have that bias In me.

But when 1 look at that
information, the first thing 1 look at
iIs, okay, well, 1f 1t"s a child, the
hardest thing to get the person that
put in the report to say that that kid
IS missing, that parent or whoever it
IS, right, I can"t get in contact with
them because i1t"s a kid, so I can"t go
through my regular formatting of doing
the searches and stuff like that,
unless the parent or someone makes
their own missing person®s flyer and
put up on social media. Then 1711 have
the phone number.

So maybe, you know, I don"t
know 1If there could be a system that
maybe authorize people, I"m not saying
just anybody, you don"t want anybody
just giving out information or getting
access to information, but maybe there
could be some sort of system where you
guys authorize certain people to go on
there.

Let"s say that person 1is
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missing or that kid. || can"t look that
kid"s name up 1in my system. 1 can"t do
it. But maybe we have a system where
there®s accessible information that 1
can get i1n contact with these parents.
Maybe we can have our own thing here iIn
Philly where the parents make some sort
of profile or something like that and
say, hey, listen, my kid 1s missing and
put in their contact information. And
then you guys give the authority to
whoever can log In and access that
information. That"s my biggest hurdle.

I"ve done a lot of ground
work on my own because that"s just the
type of person I am. 1"m not going to
wait for anyone. And 1 understand that
there®s only limited things that you
guys can do.

But we the people, we got to
get things moving and I fully
understand that. But that would help
out tremendously. 1t"s just only
getting access to the person that

reported that kid missing would be very
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helpful, because that®"s my biggest
challenge.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you. | appreciate 1t. And again,
thank you all for sharing your stories,
your narratives and my condolences to
you and your family for all the things
that you"ve experienced. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much. Will the Clerk please call
the next panel?

THE CLERK: Hugh Organ, Alea
Cummings.

(Panel approached Witness
Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Hi, good
aftternoon. Thank you for being so
patient and waiting today. Just
because of the timing and we have
another hearing coming up, we ask that
you limit your testimony to three
minutes and 1°1l1 have a timing on here.
Feel free to summarize. We already
have your testimony here, but 1f you

could hit the highest points of your
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testimony, that would be enormously
helpful. 1If you could please introduce
yourself and proceed with your
testimony.

MS. CUMMINGS: Sure. My name
iIs Alea Cummings and | want to say
thank you for the invitation today. |1
provide trauma-focused therapy and
advocacy to trafficked youth in
Philadelphia as a CSEC therapist at
Philadelphia Children®s Alliance. CSEC
stands for Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of Children.

In November 2018,
Pennsylvania held a survivors forum
where we asked survivors to share their
experiences and recommendations. This
Is what one survivor of child sex
trafficking had to say. What I need is
someone to hug me. Don"t be afraid to
touch me. They don"t want to get too
close to you. | was dirty, didn"t
shower, had dirty clothes. Nobody just
stepped up to give me a hug. Sometimes

that"s all you need at the moment is a
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hug. That would be Christmas day, just
a hug. Do we deserve pain for the rest
of our life. 1"m someone else"s
daughter. 1"m somebody else®s mother.
I"m a human being. Treat me like 1™m
an actual person, not like 1"m your
next project.

I believe that survivors and
their voice are integral to intervening
on this issue. 1 want to highlight
that all children are vulnerable. But
as we"ve mentioned earlier already, we
know certain individual, environmental
and social factors make a child more
vulnerable to commercial exploitation.

We i1nadvertently victim blame
when we focus on an individual factor
that makes a child vulnerable. Things
like the child"s previous trauma
history as well as poverty, racism and
the i1nvolvement of the child welfare
place that child at greatest risk for
commercial sexual exploitation.

IT we can™t figure out how to

address things like poverty, racism and
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sexism, why do we expect our kids to
and then make good choices. 1 also
want to make sure that we understand
that we"re not reinventing the wheel.
The decades of work done by domestic
violence advocates have helped pave the
way for us.

Consider our history of why
questions. Why doesn"t he, she, they
leave their abusive partner? Why does
the child want to stay with his, her or
their abusive parent? We already know
how to conceptualize and understand
these kids even though 1t involves
commercial sexual exploitation.

We also have information
about sexual trafficker tactics for
coercion and control. In my testimony
there i1s some examples, but for brevity
I"1l give one. Many of my youth come
in and say things like, the second 1
entered that brothel, which i1s really
just a house, | was naked for the
entire time | was there. So think

about the vulnerability of that, the
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control of that.

You don"t have shoes, you
don"t have your wallet, you don"t have
a phone, you have no way to find your
way home once you"re in that building.
Other tactics that they use, they say
that the trafficker notices that you
have made a bond with another kid in
that setting. They"re going to punish
that kid instead of the child who
misbehaved or did what the pimp didn"t
want them to do.

Traffickers and pimps, buyers
and johns, they talk to each other.
They know where our gaps and services
are better than we do and we need to be
more organized in the way in which we
intervene because they"re incredibly
smart and they are incredibly
organized. 1 also have
recommendations, but 1 heard the timer
go off.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes, and
we will be able to ask you about those

recommendations, and | appreciate your
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keeping your testimony to three
minutes. Thank you so much. Hello.

MR. ORGAN: Good afternoon,
Honored members of Council. My --

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Could you
pull your microphone closer?

MR. ORGAN: Good afternoon.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you.

MR. ORGAN: Is that better?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes.

MR. ORGAN: All right. Good
afternoon, Honored members of Council.
My name is Hugh Organ. 1"m the
Associate Executive Director for
Covenant House Pennsylvania. 1°d like
to start off with just I"11 just
summarize some of my remarks. One of
the things that 1 would like to pull
out 1s the National Center for Missing
Exploited Children defines an
endangered runaway as a child under 18
years of age who has run away from a
parent, guardian or state care
facility. And I think 1t"s extremely
important that we identify these kids
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because that last group of kids are our
most vulnerable kids, are kids who have
been 1n the child welfare system, who
are being lured out of the child
welfare system by these traffickers.

These kids are our most
vulnerable youth, because at times
there may not be a positive adult who"s
engaged with that young person. At
Covenant House, we work to bring Kkids
in off the street. We physically go
out and we look for these kids. And
make no mistake about it, there are
kids every day in our city being sold
on street corners, out of hotel rooms
and on the Internet every single day
here 1n the City of Philadelphia.

I1"ve been doing this for 20
years and 1t just seems to be getting
worse with each year. As far as one of
the other things that 1°d like to
highlight, we did a study with the
University of Penn and we studied kids
who come i1nto the shelter. And roughly

1 1in 5, almost 20 percent, i1t was
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actually 19 percent, had been victims
of trafficking. And the main reason is
because they had nowhere to live. So
IT these kids are on the street, they
are most vulnerable kids, right.

The one thing 1°d like to
also just share with you 1s a young
lady that I met, and I"m going to call
her lesha for the time being. She®s a
15-year-old runaway. She was found on
Kensington Avenue when the police were
serving an arrest warrant, an
outstanding arrest warrant for a pimp.

When 1 spoke with her, she
asked 1Tt 1 knew her boyfriend, the
pimp. And I told her I knew of him but
I did not know him. She said that they
were In love. We talked for about two
hours the first night 1 met her. And 1
learned that lesha who was iIn the
custody of the State met him online.
They were going to be together forever
IS what she said. He was going to take
care of her.

Now to some, lesha®"s love for
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her pimp may seem odd or crazy. But
when you look at what"s going on with
lesha, mom is incarcerated, dad is In
jail, she"s been in placement for
months and nobody came to seen this
kid. She"s easy pickings for a
trafficker, easy prey for a human
trafficker.

There i1s some good news when
we talk about human trafficking. One
of the things in the study that we did
with Penn showed that a positive adult
engaged with a young people 1s the
number one thing that prevents a kid
form being trafficked.

I tell people when 1 train,
and I train all over the City of
Philadelphia, go out there and be the
coach. Be the mentor. Be the teacher
that ask the questions. Don"t be the
parent who"s pushing that difficult kid
or that runaway kid away from your kid.
Find out what"s going on with that
young person, because often we protect

our child because we don"t want them to
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hang with that kid who"s into stuff.
Someone needs to find out what®"s going
on with that young person because
that"s the young person who"s most
vulnerable.

And one of the trends that
I"m seeing right now that is even
scarier than all of this i1s the number
of kids who are showing up at our
doorstep who should be reported as a
missing endangered runaway youth and no
report has been made, not by a family
member, there"s no police report.

This week we had two show up.
One had a report and one did not. 1It"s
a disturbing trend that continues. And
my time i1s up, so thank you very much
for your time.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: We
appreciate both of your testimony.
Ms. Cummings, just very quickly, you
gave us four recommendations and
opportunities to address the i1ssue.
One of them was making sure that

survivors voices are being heard. And
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1T you can talk just very briefly about
how you see that happening In a way
that 1s tokenizing.

So, for example, we"re on a
lot of committees and in a lot of task
forces and they may have one youth
among 30 people who have to bear the
burden of explaining everything to this
entire group or we do very isolated
kinds of engagement efforts with young
people. So do you have other creative
types of ways in which we can deepen
our understanding of an engagement with
young people that isn"t tokenizing?

MS. CUMMINGS: Absolutely.
First of all, please compensate your
survivors for their time. So when
they"re participating in these
committees and they are doing that
emotional labor, please pay them for
their time. Please cover their
transportation.

Beyond that, 1 think we need
to be open about to your point, we want

to avoid tokenizing so we need to be
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open about the ways in which we
Incorporate survivor voices. So
whether that"s through legislation
advocacy or i1f that"s grant writing
skills or program development.

We want to speak and
communicate with our survivors about
what are your interests, what are your
skill sets. Not every survivor 1is
going to be interested or have the
skill set even to do sort of
self-disclosure testimony to help the
community or whatever the population is
to understand their experience.

Sometimes you have survivors
that have other skill sets or other
interests and don"t want to be sort of
put on the spotlight just to share what
happened to them.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much. Any other questions?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: No. 1
think, Madam Chair, you asked the same
questions | wanted to ask about

empowering victims, but thank you both
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for your testimony. 1 just have one
small quick question for Hugh,

Mr. Organ. Just summarize real brief
your street outreach program. How do
you i1dentify the children around this
Issue and that"s 1t?

MR. ORGAN: We do street
outreach five nights a week. We are in
all sections of the City. We have a
street outreach van. Our staff go out,
we"re marked, our van is marked and we
go encounter kids on the street
corners. Kids who may be slinging
drugs. Kids who are caught up 1in
prostitution and trafficking and we
approach them.

We have different tactics and
strategies that we use to make sure
that they"re protected when we approach
them, but we approach kids all over the
City on street corners and we do that
five nights a week.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: And what
about in Center City? And 1711 have

this next conversation another time

Page 77

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Children and Youth
March 11, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

when we talk about the issue around the
safe i1njection site. It"s a different
conversation, right. But 1 do know
there®"s a lot of drug dealing and drug
use and homelessness amongst youth,
because I know some that takes place iIn
Center City underneath the subway
system Suburban Station, along the
Parkway .

Once they start doing
construction along the Parkway, a lot
of traffic begins to be pushed more
along Chestnut Street, Walnut Street,
but a whole lot In Suburban Station.

So do you send teams out to address the
young people along Suburban Station.
Even on MSB, the MSB platform, the
Municipal Service Building, you can go
on any given day and run Into some
young people that"s just out and about
hanging and the majority of them are
homeless. How do you address that?

MR. ORGAN: Yes, we go into
the subway system. We do i1t all the

time. That"s a part of our daily
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street outreach down in the subways.
We 1dentify kids that"s also under the
1-95 corridors. There®"s some passages
of 1-95 where kids are under.

In Southwest and West
Philadelphia, the kids are in what they
call abandonominiums. So we go out and
we contact kids in South and Southwest
Philadelphia. Depending on what part
of the City, i1t looks different but
there are kids all over the City.
Center City as well as Kensington, you
name 1t, but we have different
strategies depending on where we are,
but there are kids all over the City,
but we do, do the subway system.

We also do -- we"re on the
subway so the staff will actually ride
the Blue line, the Orange line to make
sure there may be kids who are staying
on the subway as well.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: All right.
Thank you very much. 1It"s been a
pleasure to work with Covenant House.

I think 1n the first year of existence
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of the Children and Youth Committee we
worked together to ensure that there
was a first line i1tem budget for youth
homelessness that was put in. And 1In
particular, 1t"s largely to recognize
that youth experiencing homelessness
are incredibly, very high risk of being
trafficked and experiencing other types
of traumatic behaviors or experiences.
And I really want to thank you and many
other organizations that fought to make
that possible, so thank you very much
to this panel.

MR. ORGAN: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Can the
Clerk please call the next panel?

THE CLERK: Johanna Greeson
and Arielle Curry.

(Panel approached Witness
Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Hi, Good
afternoon. Thank you very much for
being here. As we said with other
panels, your testimony i1If It"s been

previously submitted and i1if you could
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summarize within three minutes, that
would be wonderful. So 1f you can just
introduce yourself and then you may
please proceed with your testimony.
Thank you.

MS. GREESON: Sure. Good
afternoon. My name i1s Johanna Greeson.
I"m an Associate Professor at the
School of Social Policy and Practice
and the Faculty Director at the Field
Center for Children®s Policy, Practice
and Research at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Exactly three years ago this
month we finished data collection as
part of the nation"s largest research
study to date on the prevalence of
human trafficking among homeless and
runaway youth. The Field Center
interviewed nearly 300 homeless young
people i1n three cities, Philadelphia,
Washington D.C. and Phoenix as part of
a larger study commissioned by Covenant
House.

We also examined the history
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of child maltreatment, out-of-home
placement and protective factors among
those who are sex trafficked or engaged
In the sex trade to survive. The
results of the study were sobering.

One out of five young people reported
experiences consistent with the
definition of human trafficking.

17 percent of those
interviewed were victims of sex
trafficking. 14 percent had been
commercially sexually exploited for the
first time while they were under the
age of 18. Homeless and runaway youth
and young people disconnected from
caregivers are particularly vulnerable
and often predators know this.

In fact, 41 percent of the
sex trafficked youth i1dentified in our
research study were approached for
commercial sex on their very first
night of homelessness. We heard
stories of youth being approached for
recruitment into illegal activities

outside of the very same facilities
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where they were visiting seeking
services.

Notably, 95 percent of those
who are victims of sex trafficking had
experienced some form of maltreatment
as children. About half were sexually.
Two out of three victims of sex
trafficking reported that they told
someone that they were being abused as
children, but very few actually had
anyone take action to protect them.

We interviewed participants
who reported that adults had offered
them excessive amounts of money for a
sex act when they were young. Lacking
healthy connections to caring and
supportive adults, these children were
easy to exploit.

We met teenagers rendered
homeless by families that did not
support their gender i1dentity or sexual
orientation, who then traded sex to
meet their basic survival needs. We
interviewed young women who left

abusive families as teenagers only to
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find a relationship that seemed safe,
turned violent when the boyfriend
demanded they trade sex for his profit.

Predators know exactly how to
manipulate and control young people who
are disconnected from their families
and communities, but there is hope.
Each young person who participated in
our study was actively seeking services
to improve their lives. We asked them
iIT they had someone supporting them and
they were more readily able to i1dentify
a caring adult in their lives now than
they were when they were children.

We asked them why they
decided to share their stories of
victimization with us, some for the
very First time. They expressed that
they were so happy that researchers,
service providers and policymakers like
yourselves were fTinally trying to learn
about what homeless and what runaway
youth have been through.

One participant remarked that

this was the First person to ever ask.
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Now, we have the opportunity to not
only ask but truly listen and to work
together towards prevention,
intervention for vulnerable and
exploited youth. [1°11 stop there, but
I have six recommendations.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: We have
them. Thank you very much. Are there
any questions for this panel? Seeing
none, we want to thank you -- oh, I™m
so sorry. Hello.

MS. CURRY: Hi, how are you?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Sorry.
Welcome.

MS. CURRY: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And we"re
very grateful that you are here
and we"re looking forward --

MS. CURRY: I"m grateful to
be here.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1 think
I*"m just reading through the testimony
already so I had i1t already processed
in my head. But we"re looking forward

to hearing your testimony. So i1f you
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can introduce yourself and then
proceed.

MS. CURRY: Good afternoon.
I"m Arielle Curry. |1"m the Director
for Anti-trafficking for the Salvation
Army. 1°m going to skip over a big
portion of the work that we do. But to
just say that we"ve really been working
with juveniles that are missing and
exploited 1in Philadelphia for the past
decade at this point and provide a
plethora of direct services.

The International Labor
Organization estimates that there"s
approximately 40.3 million people in
human trafficking. By federal law, it
involves force, fraud and coercion and
to obtain a commercial sex act. As a
trainer on this content, I"m almost
always asked who does sex trafficking
impact most or what"s the profile of a
victim of trafficking.

And the answer is complex.
This i1ssue affects everyone. It

doesn"t discriminate and i1t"s embedded
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itself into every community and
neighborhood regardless of race,
socioeconomic status, education level
and gender. Even though this i1ssue can
be found In every community, we know
that this disproportionately affects
African-American, Hispanic women and
girls as well as transgender youth.

Although we know the average
age of entry into prostitution in our
country is 12 to 14 years old, the
Institute of Medicine research suggests
that factors thought to contribute to
this risk for commercial sexual
explortation and the sex trafficking of
minors iIncludes fragmented families,
poor parental supervision and poverty
as well as neglect, physical abuse and
sexual abuse.

All of these risk factors
exist 1n Philadelphia placing youth and
families at risk. Risk factors include
increased opioid use, poverty, foster
care, runaway and homelessness as well

as poly-victimization from early
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childhood and exposure to trauma.

Over the last decade it has
become evident that Philadelphia is a
hub for human trafficking. Due to our
location on the 95 corridor proximity
to other major cities and the booming
opioid crisis, Philadelphia continues
to be an origin, transit and
destination city for commercial sex.

Some of the many different
fronts for sex trafficking in our
community include massage parlors,
hotels, escort services, et cetera.
Many youth are susceptible to the
force, fraud and coercion tactics used
by pimps and traffickers. Homeless and
runaway youth are exceptionally
vulnerable to sex trafficking as we
just heard, as they tend to experience
a higher rate of the primary risk
factors of trafficking that 1 just
listed.

Through my experience with
youth i1nvolved in the child welfare

system, the juvenile justice system and
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work with the vulnerable population in
Kensington, I°ve seen firsthand the
pipeline from the child welfare system
to the streets of Kensington.

I have witnessed the Impact
of complex trauma, trauma-bonding,
struggle with substance use disorder,
mental health and involvement with law
enforcement. While walking alongside
survivors, I"ve observed their journey
as a youth 1n the juvenile justice
system to becoming an adult all while
still being exploited and now entering
into our adult system.

These juvenile survivors
slipped through the cracks of our
disconnected systems and grow to become
adult survivors and carry the same yet
amplified unaddressed i1ssues.
According to the Sexual Abuse Prison
Pipeline Study, girls have high rates
of sexual abuse and they"re iIncreased
involvement in the juvenile justice
system 1s not a coincidence. There"s a

direct correlation. 1"m going to stop
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there. 1 gave a number of
recommendations as well.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I just
want to thank the two of you for taking
the time out of your busy schedule for
showing up here today for this
important issue. Thank you for the
recommendations because we"re going to
be putting together a report and we"ll
take recommendations from everyone who
has given testimony.

I had no 1dea the Salvation
Army has a specific area that dealt
with this for trafficking. 1 had no
clue. When you think about the
Salvation Army, you just think about
homelessness.

MS. CURRY: Right.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: And we
do a lot with Reverend Bonnie as well,
but never heard this aspect, so | do
want to thank you. And 1 also want to
thank Dr. Johanna from UPenn. The work
that you®"re doing and I know it"s been

a lot going on right now, but you still

Page 90

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Children and Youth

March 11, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

showed up and 1 just want to thank you
very much as well.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes.
Thank you very much, Councilmember
Johnson. Are there any additional
questions for this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1 also
want to thank you. The Salvation Army
has been a long-time organization
that"s really tried to prioritize
trafficking, human trafficking in
especially young people. And 1 thank
you for doing things like the
trafficking awareness month and other
types of programs that you®ve done to
really raise awareness, and our
partnership around this will certainly
improve.

I also want to thank
Dr. Greeson for your recommendations.
1"d love to follow up with them. 1
know our Councilmembers will as well,
but iIn particular outreach to LGBTQ

communities, how much the current
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budget that"s 1n place for youth
homelessness, what do we need to do,
It"s the first time that we"ve had a
line item on youth homelessness iIn our
City budget established for Fiscal Year
2017. Probably should do a review
after four years and establish whether
we need to see some type of improvement
and differences i1n how i1t may be
applied and used, so thank you both to
this panel. And can the Clerk please
call the next panel?

THE CLERK: Kelly Sagastume,
Lindsey Mossor.

(Panel approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
aftternoon and welcome. Thank you very
much for being here today. If you
could introduce yourselves with your
name and proceed with your testimony.

MS. SAGASTUME: Sure. Good
afternoon. Thank you so much for
having me. My name is Kelly Sagastume.

I"m the Program Manager of Project

Page 92

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Children and Youth
March 11, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

PROTECT at Support Center for Child
Advocates, Philadelphia®s pro bono
lawyer program for children who
experienced abuse and neglect.

Project PROTECT i1s a program
within the support center focused on
child trafficking victims in the child
welfare system.

MS. MOSSOR: I"m Lindsey
Mossor. I"m the anti-human trafficking
attorney at Nationalities Service
Center.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: You may
proceed with your testimony, please.

MS. SAGASTUME: Thank you.
In Philadelphia we are finding that
child victims of trafficking are
sometimes picked up by police for what
are known as masking charges.
Low-level offenses like theft or drug
possession that a youth alleged to have
committed while under the control of a
trafficker.

Law enforcement sometimes

follow charges 1n an effort to detain
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the youth 1n a secured detention
facility like the Philadelphia Juvenile
Justices Services Center, PJJSC, to
keep them safe from their trafficker.
As well i1ntentioned as this may be,
detention facilities, including PJJSC,
rarely offer trauma-informed services
designed to address the unique needs of
exploited youth. We know that
Incarceration can retraumatize victims.

We also know that 1t 1is
difficult for DHS to secure appropriate
community placements when dependent
youth are unable to return home and
have significant unmet behavioral
health needs. This means the youth are
being held at the detention center for
several months.

I"ve had clients held at
PJJSC for as long as six months
awaiting placement. 1"ve observed the
negative behavioral health effects a
lockdown environment can have on a
child, causing more than one client of

mine to develop severe anxiety and

Page 94

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Children and Youth
March 11, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

depression.

When youth are held at PJJSC
awaiting placement, the facility often
will have a psychiatrist conduct a
psychiatric evaluation to determine the
child®s appropriate level of care. Due
to the extensive trauma histories of
survivors and/or the risk that they
pose to run or go missing from
community placements, presumably to
return to their trafficker, our youth
are often recommended for placements
that are considered a higher level of
care like institutions over those which
are less restrictive like foster homes.

Psychiatrists will often
recommend more restrictive placements
such as residential treatment
facilities, RTFs, so youth can receive
intensive wraparound services within a
facility where they are left able to
run. However, there are 0O RTFs in
Philadelphia. Only a few RTFs for
girls in Pennsylvania and even fewer

that are willing to support youth with
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this particular trauma, requiring some
youth to be placed out of state far
from their family, their community and
trusted service providers.

The most common reasons 1"ve
heard from instate RTFs for denying
clients are not wanting to admit a
child who 1s an AWOL risk or a general
lack of understanding of child
trafficking. Through my professional
experiences, there IS a very serious
need for wide-spread trafficking
training and awareness raising for all
DHS and CBH-funded placement staff and
other child welfare professionals
servicing these youths.

These professionals need to
understand the statute regarding
trafficked youth and how to respond
appropriately when children disclose
trafficking. We need to create more
appropriate placement options for these
children close to their communities so
they can continue to receilve supports

from their trusted adults.
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Children who have supports
nearby are less inclined to run or seek
unjust needs through preying adults,
adults who strategically target youth
who do not have family looking after
them. We need to recruit, train and
support more foster families 1In
Philadelphia who are willing to foster
trafficked youth and are able to meet
their specialized needs.

Philadelphia needs a
community-based shelter where youth can
go to escape their traffickers and
group homes which are equipped with
trained professionals to support the
unique challenges. We need an RTF 1n
Philadelphia for youth who requires
institutional setting.

IT we can do this
successftully, this will stop detaining
trafficked and exploited children as
though they were criminals and start
treating them as the victims that they
are. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
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very much. If you could just introduce
yourself and proceed with your
testimony. Thank you.

MS. MOSSOR: Sure. Lindsey
Mossor, the anti-human trafficking
attorney with Nationalities Service
Center. Thank you so much for allowing
us to be at the table. 1"ve outlined
for you some law and statistics. 1I™m
going to kind of go through very
quickly. I just want to highlight two.

Estimates show that there are
up to 40 million trafficking victims
worldwide. Assessing the full scope is
difficult due to underreporting. The
U.N. refers to this as the hidden
figure of crime. And the average age
of entry of human trafficking victims
Is 12 to 14.

I think we"ve heard a lot
today about why the youth are being
targeted because of their
vulnerabilities and high demand. 1
would like to highlight the immigrant

youth that I"ve been working with have
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special barriers like the youth that
are involved in DHS care. A lot of
that deals with unknown community,
language barriers, not aware of area
resources, fear of the police, fear of
the authorities that the traffickers
instill in them, distrust of others,
death, bondage and of course i1solation.

I"m sure we"ve all heard
about what"s happening at the border.
And while those children are at risk, 1
want to reinforce that that is not
normally how humans are being
trafficked. They"re coming in legally
and then U.S. citizens are trafficking
them.

So how are we getting these
traffickers. The U.S. government has
created a T visa for victims of human
trafficking. That applies to both
children and adults. The point of the
T visa i1s not for the victims. The
point of the T visa is to get the
traffickers. That i1s why 1t was

enacted.
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So part of getting a T visa
Is to work with law enforcement or
report to law enforcement that you have
been trafficked. Within the City of
Philadelphia we"re usually working with
the FBI, HSI1, Department of Labor and
the Philadelphia Police Department.

There has been a new
relationship formed, 1 am so happy to
report, with the Department of Human
Services here in Philadelphia. This is
the first relationship within the state
of Pennsylvania. In order for them to
certify that this child has been a
victim of trafficking, then we can
apply for that T visa.

This 1n turns allows these
immigrants who are super scared to
report anything and to come to light,
to be able to work with us iIn order to
get legal status and also to get the
traffickers. 1 also would like to
highlight that we do not have a lot of
youth in our program. We are missing

these kids. And the youth that we do
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have are girls.

So the LGBTQ community and
the boys we are missing. And i1t 1is
unclear exactly why, other than they
have their own set of vulnerabilities
we feel, so we have created a
coalition. Kelly®"s actually heading at
the Support Center for Child Advocates,
there are three committees. The -- DHS
Sex Trafficking Committee, the
Immigrant Committee and forgive me?

MS. SAGASTUME: Social
Services.

MS. MOSSOR: Social Services
Committee, right, so we are heading
these committees to try and figure out
why we are missing these youth. 1
think 1t"s important to continue these
types of coalitions because 1t"s
happening. The traffickers are
profiting. That i1s why they keep doing
It and these kids are targeted because
they are vulnerable and they are easy
to traffic.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
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both very much. Are there any
questions for this panel?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I just
want to thank the two of you for taking
time out of your schedule and
participating in this hearing. And
most importantly, | see there®"s a
level of collaboration between the two
of you communication-wise.

Also, 1 just want to
acknowledge and 1"m going to put her on
the spot and ask her to stand,

Ms. Kimberly Ali, who"s the new
Commissioner for DHS. Will you please
stand?

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I want
to take a moment to acknowledge her to
being the head of DHS and being the new
Commissioner because you talked about
for the very fTirst time this
relationship with DHS. And often times
when you talk about collaborations and
partnerships, you want to highlight the
good that"s taking place.
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And so, we look forward to
being supportive of this relationship,
this collaboration on behalf of the
children here 1n the City of
Philadelphia. Thank you very much for
your time and your schedule today.

MS. MOSSOR: Thank you.

MS. SAGASTUME: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
both very much. And we look forward to
following up i1n particular about some
of the recommendations you might have
around residential treatment facilities
and particularly, the traumatic
practice of detaining youth who might
have been trafficked.

It"s probably a little bit
long to go into right now, but we"ll be
following up with you on that and we
really appreciate your testimony on
this. Thank you both.

MS. SAGASTUME: Absolutely.
Thank you for having us.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1Is there

anyone else here to testify on this
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resolution being considered by this
Committee today? Is there anyone else
who would like to testify to this
resolution?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Great. So
seeing none, this will conclude the
public hearing on Resolution No. 200 --
there are two members of the public who
had asked to come forward, Brenda
Andrews and Keith Lewis; i1s that
correct?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:
(Inaudible.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes. We
are in public comment on Resolution No.
200127.

(Panel approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
afternoon and thank you for being here
today.

MS. ANDREWS: Good afternoon,
everyone.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: If you
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could pull the microphone closer to you
and 1f you could introduce yourselves
please and then you may proceed with
your testimony.

MS. ANDREWS: My name 1s
Brenda Andrews and I"m kind of nervous,
but 1 have a son that"s been missing
since October 23rd, just up and left,
left his wallet, left his phone. He"s
26 years old. His name 1s Kevin Lewis
and I haven®t been having any support
with anything.

I have a police report and 1
was calling the police, the 15th
District. It seemed like I was
bothering them. So they told me 1 had
to wait 30 days being as though he*s
26, he"s 26, he"s an adult, for i1t to
be a long-term missing report. So I
waited the 30 days.

But in the meantime I was
calling the detective, giving her
information what 1 know doing all my
footwork, trying to be strong for my

family. And my son is still missing.
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And when 1 still call her today, she
tells me 1"m doing a good job about my
son. My son is out here. God knows
where he"s at and he"s missing. That"s
all 1 have to say.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you.
Thank you for being here.
Councilmember, do you know if there are
any other staff members who might be
able to connect --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Yes.

Two things, one, 1 want to follow up
with Sergio if that"s okay, Sergio. 1
don"t want to put more --

MS. ANDREWS: 1 also did a
vid -- thank you for Sergio.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: --
pressure on him. But also on the
official side, I want to have one of my
staff members talk to you after this
and then we can follow up with the
appropriate individuals. 1711
definitely start with the detectives
and go from there.

MS. ANDREWS: Thank you.
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You"re
welcome.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much. Thank you very much,

Ms. Andrews.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Mr. Lewis,
1T you™d like to proceed with your
testimony. Introduce yourself, please.

MR. LEWIS: My name is Keith
Lewis. Just follow up with what she®s
saying. We went to the police to have
them to do something and 1t just seemed
like 1t"s like a run-around. Nothing®s
being done and i1t"s been a long time.
I"m trying to get somebody to help us
look for my son. That"s my situation
right now.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And we"ll
be connecting you with staff members,
right, Councilmember Johnson?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Yes. My
staff member i1s talking to your wife
right now.

MR. LEWIS: Thank you. Thank

you very much.
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COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
so much for being here today. Is there
anybody else who would like to testify
to Resolution No. 200127?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Seeing
none, we are going to move into -- 1
want to thank everybody for really
powerful testimony and thank you very
much to our sponsor. We are going to
move Into our next hearing on
Resolution No. 200130.

And at this time 1°d like to
offer any opening remarks to the
sponsor of this resolution. And the
Chair recognizes Councilmember Thomas.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you, Councilwoman, and thank you for
allowing me the opportunity to bring
what 1 think Is a very important issue
to the constituents here in the City of
Philadelphia. The purpose behind this
legislation was to give us an
opportunity to hear public comment and

public opinion as it relates to
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out-of-school time and out-of-school
based initiatives here in the City of
Philadelphia. We have a number of
different i1ssues that we face dealing
with youth and young people all across
the City of Philadelphia.

It 1s my theory that we need
to put ourselves In a position where
we"re providing more resources and
opportunities for children here in our
City. We want to make sure we"re
assuring that they have the best
opportunity to get a quality education
from the time they wake up to the time
school lets out.

But often what"s forgotten
about 1s what happens to young people
once that dismissal bell rings and
before they go to bed as well as what
happens to young people in the
summertime. On a consistent basis we
see an iIncrease in the level of crime
here 1n the City of Philadelphia,
specifically in the summertime.

Our goal today i1s to examine
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some of the activities that take place
in the City of Philadelphia in the
summer, specifically looking at the
services and resources that we offer to
young people between the ages of 14 and
19 and hopefully have some tangible
things that we can walk away with to
provide more opportunities, more
resources, more jobs and more services
to that demographic with the hope that
we can begin to not just put them In a
position where they"re able to advance
themselves as future professionals, but
also put us iIn a position as citizens
here 1n the City of Philadelphia to
improve the quality of life for all of
us.

When young people have
something positive to do iIn the
summertime, they"re less likely to get
involved i1n negative activity. So
that"s the goal of the dialogue today.
I want to thank everybody who came out
to be a part of the hearing today.

I want to thank all the young
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people who decided to come down to City
Hall to see their government work today
and 1 want to thank them for their
level of advocacy and their
participation in things that directly
impact the work that they"re doing on a
consistent basis.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much, Councilmember Thomas. The
Clerk will please read the title of the
first resolution being considered
today.

THE CLERK: Resolution No.
200130, authorizing City Council*®s
Committee on Children and Youth to hold
hearings regarding Out-of-School Time
programs and funding to improve the
safety and contribute to positive life
outcomes for Philadelphia®s young
people.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much. Will the Clerk please call
the fTirst witnesses to testify on this
resolution?

THE CLERK: Cynthia Figueroa
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and Bob Listenbee.
(Panel approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
afternoon and thank you for being here
today. So we have a pretty long
session on this and i1n the interest and
respect of time, we know we*"ll have a
number of questions for this panel. So
1T you could summarize your comments
and then we can get into some of the
back-and-forth Q and A to help us
better understand things. So thank you
both for being here and thank you both
for your patience and please introduce
yourselves and you may proceed with
your testimony.

MS. FIGUEROA: Thank you.
Good afternoon. I"m Cynthia Figueroa,
Deputy Mayor for the Office of Children
and Families. Thank you, Councilwoman
Gym, and the entire Children and Youth
Committee of the City of Philadelphia
for the opportunity to present

testimony.
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I also want to thank
Councilmember Isaiah Thomas for
elevating the discussion about youth
and 1n particular, around opportunities
and expanding opportunities. In terms
of you have my testimony, so I"m not
going to read 1t In i1ts entirety.

But what I would like to
share i1s that the Department of Human
Services in collaboration with the
School District went through an
extensive three-year process to revisit
and revise our Out-of-School Time
programs, so we also greatly expanded
the financial capacities of that to a
tune of $23 million.

We are the only county iIn the
Commonwealth that actually leverages
child welfare dollars in order to
deliver Out-of-School Time services to
such a large number of youth. We can
reach over 6,500 kids annually based on
what was presented as to the
resolution. | was here to speak

specifically about the changes and how
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we"ve 1mproved quality and focused on
equity and inclusion In our programs,
and we have complement of delinquency
prevention programs so that"s not what
I was 1n a position to present today,
but I"m certainly iIn a position to talk
about 1t.

OST, we place 1In the
prevention bucket related to benefits
and general welfare supports in
partnership with the District, and
there®s a host of programs that we
actually operate with the Police
Department and the District Attorney as
our partners that are delingquency

prevention and community-based

interventions.
So like 1 said, 1 have the
testimony here. |1 don"t think 1 need

to read 1t, but just to say that our
ability to change some key factors to
support resources iIn underserved
communities as well as making i1t
cost-free. So some OST providers used

to charge. All programs are required
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to be free.

We elevated the wages of the
employees to $15 an hour to make sure
that we were able to improve quality as
well as we targeted schools that were
identified by the District as well as
looking at places where there was a gap
In services.

So again, | think 1t"s
probably best to just answer questions
because this is an area where with the
School District and community partners
and caretakers, we"ve made tremendous
gains in Philadelphia and worked with
national partners to make those
Improvements.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much, Commissioner Figueroa. And
we recognize the presence of District
Attorney Larry Krasner. We"ll allow
District Attorney Krasner, i1t you would
like to introduce yourself formally and
proceed with your testimony.

MR. KRASNER: Thank you.

First of all, Councilmembers, thank you
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for the opportunity to speak on this
very iImportant topic. [I"m going to
give a brief introduction to Robert
Listenbee who i1s First Assistant in the
Philadelphia District Attorney"s Office
and has an extraordinary national
resume around juvenile justice, and
then I"m going to get out of the way
and let him talk about this important
ISsue.

Mr. Listenbee i1s a graduate
of Harvard University and also the
Boalt School of Law which is iIn
Berkley, California. He became a
public defender in Philadelphia and
spent almost three decades, including
most of 1t as the Chief of the Juvenile
Unit at the Philadelphia Public
Defender®"s Office.

During that time, he
developed a national reputation and he
was selected by President Barack Obama
to be the Head of Juvenile Justice for
the United States of America for his

second term, meaning four years. 1 was
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very fTortunate after multiple requests
to get him to work for my office after
he had -- well, let"s just say there
was a different president that came iIn.
After he had moved on to the Stoneleigh
Foundation and he has without question
been the leading authority on juvenile
justice i1ssues iIn our office. 1 would
like to turn over the microphone to

Mr. Listenbee to address all of you on
this 1mportant topic.

MR. LISTENBEE: Thank you
very much, District Attorney Krasner,
Councilwoman Gym, Councilman Thomas.
It"s a pleasure to be here to speak
before your Committee. By way of
introduction, 1 just want to recognize
that the District Attorney®s Office has
been working diligently to implement
the recommendations of the Youth
Residential Placement Task Force which
iIssued its report iIn the 2019.

In our report, we singled out
several provisions that we are focused

on. During the production of that
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report, we were asked to focus on some
of those very specific areas. 1°ve
highlighted one area which i1s primarily
within the wheelhouse of the District
Attorney®s Office, and that 1is,
Recommendation No. 5 which calls for an
expansion and prioritize the prevention
and diversion services for youth and
their families 1n the Philadelphia
juvenile justice system.

I want to note for you on the
first page of our testimony that we did
a little research to try and see what"s
happening in Philadelphia in terms of
arrests. We went back to 2015 and we
documented that between 2015 and 2019
or rather 2020, March of 2020, that
indeed between the hours of 2:00 p.m.
and 6:00 p.m., that about 29 percent of
the arrests for children occur within
that period of time.

Between the hours of
6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m., another 25
percent of the arrests for children

occur. So between those six hours
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there, about 54 percent of the arrests
for children occur during that time.

So iIndeed your resolution i1s consistent
with the data from Philadelphia, not
just the national data, but the data
from Philadelphia.

We were asked by the
recommendations to look into how we
could change our diversion programs at
the Philadelphia District Attorney”s
Office, and that"s what we"ve done.
There i1s a summary of those changes
that"s provided in the testimony. |
just want to highlight a couple of
things, and then 1"m open for
questions.

First of all, we looked at
reframing our entire program around
adolescent development. Why? Because
the United States Supreme Court, The
National Academy of Sciences and all of
the national experts have pointed to
adolescents as being the keystone for
understanding what 1s happening with

our youth.
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The United States Supreme
Court has written 1t in and made 1t a
Constitutional requirement for dealing
with people who are charged with
homicides, so 1t 1s iIndeed a legal
standard, 1t i1s indeed a scientific
standard and we are encouraging all
experts who are in Philadelphia to
focus on adolescent development and
develop programs that are consistent
with adolescent development.

We also recognize and we have
not talked about this in detail In this
report, but we recognize that trauma
that children experience is critical to
defining how they"re going to respond
to situations out on our streets iIn the
City and County of Philadelphia. So
trauma and trauma-informed care is
another one of the linchpins that we
focus on, and the third one of course
IS evidence-based programs.

We recognize that not all
programs are evidence-based, and we

have to have a lot of local programs
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that we develop that are really very
good programs that need evaluation for
the research to determine whether or
not they"re going to become
evidence-based programs.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much and we appreciate this. |1
know that there -- Councilmember
Thomas, did you want to start off with
any questions with this panel, and then
I can pick up after yourself?

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Sure.
First of all, thank you all for taking
the time to be here today. [ know
you"re very busy. It"s a number of
different i1ssues that we"re facing as a
City of Philadelphia. But folks that
take their time to be here to talk
about this i1ssue speak to the
importance of i1t. Thank you too for
coming from D.C. to Philadelphia and
bringing --

MR. LISTENBEE: Just coming
back home. That"s all.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: -- well,
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we appreciate i1t. Just from the
perspective of the District Attorney"s
Office, when you look at some of the
i1lls that we have In our city,
specifically the amount of gun violence
that we see here In the City of
Philadelphia, can you talk to us about
what level of crime we see as well as
victims that are teenagers, so how
often do we see crimes and how often do
we see victims of crimes, people who
fall in the world of being teenagers,
young people between the ages of 13 and
19 that are suffering from the violence
and the crime that we see.

You also talked about the
trauma that young people sometimes face
in the City of Philadelphia,
specifically when they have been
involved or witnessed or even
indirectly been i1nvolved in some type
of violent or negative activity, so
just to try to get a scope of how many
young people essentially are impacted

by the trauma that they see.
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Do we have any idea or any
numbers that speak to how many young
people are involved In crime and iIn
negative activity here in the City of
Philadelphia?

MR. LISTENBEE: Well, let me
just say | don"t have that data right
in front of me. But based upon the
experiences | would say this, that if
you go back to 1997 which was probably
the high point of arrests of children
In our nation, about 2.8 million
children were arrested across the
country at that time, and our numbers
in Philadelphia were probably at that
time about 12,000 new petitions were
filed, 12,000 to 14,000 were fTiled at
that time. | don"t have that exact
data but I can get that data for you.

I would bring to your
attention that contrary to popular
opinion, the number of arrests of
children In Philadelphia and across the
nation has declined precipitously since

then. We have i1n Philadelphia arrests
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of probably around 2,500 kids last
year, in that ballpark, probably a
little less. So the numbers have come
down dramatically.

Overall since 1"ve started,
It has come down about 90 percent.
Since 2001, probably about 75 percent.
That"s a little known fact. We can get
you the exact data, both from the
research we"ve done, the research
that"s available at the Juvenile Court
Judge®s Commission that does studies on
this across our state.

Also, the number of children
in out-of-home placement has declined
precipitously. Across the nation i1t"s
been reduced from over 100,000 back in
2001 to about 45,000 now. At the high
point in Philadelphia we had over 2,000
kids 1In out-of-home placement. That
number now Is down to 2400. 1 think
Cynthia can give you a more specific
number, but about --

MS. FIGUEROA: The delinquent

placement number i1s actually in the 200
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range, not 2,000. So --

MR. LISTENBEE: Sorry.

MS. FIGUEROA: -- we
decreased about 73 percent and actually
one of the great partnerships with the
District Attorney"s Office i1s that over
the course of the years, many years,
even when Bob was i1n a different seat,
Is the development, a lot of It was
diversionary programs so being keen on
not arresting or bringing youth into
the system for crimes, so retail theft
and other petty crimes.

So a police diversion program
that was started with Police Deputy
Commissioner Kevin Bethel and the
District Attorney"s Office, we"ve been
able to divert over 1400 kids that have
come i1nto that program. An unknown
fact i1s that DHS actually funds a large
number of the initiatives that the D.A.
IS iInterested in seeing so that we have
less kids in our system.

So the Youth Aid Panel that
the D.A. runs i1s entirely funded by
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DHS. We have -- but through the Youth
Residential Task Force increased the
evening reporting centers. Again,
apologies. My understanding was the
testimony of the hearing today was
about school time, which I know really
encompasses a really huge array of
services in DHS that i1s a very specific
bucket, but also I just want to say
that we contribute significantly and
thankfully have worked, 1 think, In a
really progressive agenda to make sure
we have as many kids close to home.

And so, that partnership
allows us to be creative. So the
evening reporting centers this month
were actually expanding from two to
four. And we actually met with the
D.A. around what are your needs for the
coming year, because our funding comes
from the state predominantly. And so,
we made specific asks based on requests
that the District Attorney placed in
front of child welfare system.

MR. LISTENBEE: |1 concur.
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DHS has been a really strong partner
with the District Attorney®s Office.
And as we go forward, we"ve asked for
additional funds for a variety of
diversion programs that we think will
work. Going back to your question, we
recognize that there i1s violence on our
streets and we need new kind of
programming to help us address the
issues of violence.

Specifically, we know that
some of our children are going to be
placed i1n residential placement
facilities. We would like those
facilities to be developed close to
home 1n the City and County of
Philadelphia where we can address the
needs of our kids. We need resources
to do that.

There are models that are
available. New York has a close-to-
home program that many people at DHS
have already visited. We need funding
for that i1f we"re going to keep our

kids close to home, but also If we"re
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going to develop those programs that
are going to address theilr unique
needs. Children who"ve been engaged iIn
violence have unique needs and there
are very few programs that 1"m aware of
that tend to those needs well at the
present time.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you. So you talked about the fact that
54 percent of the rest that we see of
juveniles, I"m pretty sure you were
talking about juveniles, take place
during those hours both after school
and as a parent when 1 would hope my
son would be iIn bed. But when we seen
the numbers last year, the numbers in
Philadelphia said that 108 children had
been shot.

So from your Office"s
perspective and, Ms. Figueroa, you can
feel free to answer this as well too,
what are we looking at right now, and 1
know this is very difficult, but what
are we looking at right now between the

correlation of when these crimes are
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committed and what programs and what
services are we offering children
during those peak hours?

Is there a relationship
between the programs and the services
that we offer or the fact that they“re
not In certain neighborhoods, are we
seeing an overwhelming number of
children that are victims of gunshots
In certain neighborhoods and do those
neighborhoods have quality OST
programs?

And I know that"s a tough
question because i1t requires some level
of collaboration between multiple
offices. But I"m just curious to know
when we look at the number of 108
children shot last year and we know
that most of the crime that"s committed
and most of the arrests that we have
happened during those out-of-school
times. Is there a correlation between
where those young people are shot and
the lack of services that might exist

in a particular neighborhood?
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MS. FIGUEROA: So I don"t
know that anybody has done a study to
determine that there®"s a distinct
correlation. | will say that we are
partners with a bunch of people at this
table as well, with the Philadelphia
Roadmap To Safer Communities in looking
specifically at neighborhoods where
there®s a particular larger amounts of
gun violence, 1 think in particular the
108 kids that were shot and program
correlation.

We"ve had this conversation,
I think, offline which 1s that OST and
the particular model is not going to
serve every single youth, and 1 think
that"s why we"ve been working to
develop different types of youth
development programs that are not just
the traditional model In terms of after
school with a lot of the school-based
partners that we"re currently doing.

But 1 think 1t would be
dangerous to say that the correlation

of the lack of services results
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exclusively in the number of children
that were shot. 1 think that the Mayor
has been pretty clear that there is a
need for us locally in Philadelphia to
have a reform around gun control and
access to guns and the challenges that
individuals face by the proliferation
of the number of weapons that are on
the street.

And so, | think that there 1is
a difference today for youth that are
iIn underserved communities. But at the
same time I"m not sure that 1t In some
of these cases, there were programs
around the corner from where kids were
shot, and 1t was also hours where
programming wouldn®"t have been offering
or untraditional hours, so 1 think i1It"s
really hard to say without a deeper
dive but 1 really appreciate that
question.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Do you
think we can have some form of a deeper
dive so we can see If there®s some type

of a relationship between the
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neighborhoods that we"re seeing an
overwhelming of gunshots and maybe the
level of resources that are essentially
offered to those specific communities?
MS. FIGUEROA: Yes, I mean 1
would love to work a little -- 1°d like
to dig deeper first with the Police
Department because they®ve done some
great work around Operation Pinpoint.
We"ve really worked very
specifically at a ground level at the
District around what kind of resources
and supports that we can bring, but
maybe we can talk a little bit more
about what you would be looking for or
what would 1t take to do that, because
I don"t want to promise something that
we can"t deliver quickly to you either.
MR. KRASNER: If I may, |
just want to jump in here for a second
to say that our office has a new data
lab, which 1s grant-funded which
involves having as many as 15 data
analysts that can do various types of

things. We"re more than happy to be a
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part of that and to help out with that.

I will say this though
because my lane i1s supposed to be,
among other things, public safety.
Let"s just look at a couple of numbers
to think about the value of i1nvestment
In programming for youth as opposed to
the alternative.

Mr. Listenbee will tell you
that the cost of a placement of a
juvenile in Pennsylvania is often over
$200,000 per year per child, over
$200,000 per year per child. We have
gone over 20 years from having about
12,000 juveniles facing criminal
charges to having a number more like
2,500 now which 1s a very, very
significant decrease.

Some of that i1s just flat-out
good news because those kids never
should have been iIn the system. They
were people who got into fistfights in
schools where nobody got hurt
seriously. In my public school, which

was In the suburbs, when you got iInto a
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fistfight 1n a public school, they
didn"t charge you with a crime. You
were simply given discipline.

So 1t 1s good news that the
number of petitions or criminal charges
against juveniles have reduced over
that period of time. But we need to
look at the cost of $200,000 to have a
juvenile in placement and think about
what could be done strictly speaking 1In
terms of crime prevention. Yes, of
course we care about these children,
but we also care about all of society.

The amount of investment in
programming for young people that can
be done at a couple hundred thousand
dollars a head is tremendous, and the
benefit that comes from i1t 1is
tremendous. 1 was in a program like
this myself when I was a teenager.
Suburbs or not, 1 grew up pretty broke
and we had food stamps at times. My
father was disabled, so 1"m familiar
with it.

I actually have very fond
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memories of being a 15-year-old working
In the summertime as a janitor pruning
trees, mowing lawns and doing all of
these things around the public junior
high school and public high school
where 1 went. It is good for you.
It"s fun. It feels good. You get
money In your pocket.

You learn from other adults
who aren®"t your parents. This iIs a
good thing. Our money -- if all we
care about is public safety, it we
don"t care about these juveniles, which
of course we do, our money should be
invested iIn this stuff instead of being
invested i1n the approach which i1s after
the disaster has happened. After the
violence has occurred, we"re just going
to dump more money iInto various types
of 1ncarceration.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: So,
District Attorney Krasner, thank you.
I appreciate that. And 1 was actually
going to ask you to talk about the data

analysis initiative that"s going on
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through your office, but you said
something that caught my attention.

You said that we went from
12,000 young people --

MR. LISTENBEE: Yes.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: -- that
we prosecute down to 2,000 young
people. And I"m not going to ask you
for specific numbers, but how much of
that do you think 1s criminal justice
initiatives that your Office as well as
the Public Defender®s Office has been
working on compared to how iIs i1t that
we should take credit for as a City
based on resources, services, programs
and quality of life issues that we"re
offering for children?

I think that one will argue
that we see a significant decrease iIn
numbers based on what we"re showing as
far as criminal justice reform in
Philadelphia, not necessarily because
of the phenomenal job that we"re doing,
providing quality education and quality

services for our children.
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MR. LISTENBEE: Wwell,
Councilman, I once asked this question
of the best experts 1 could find 1n the
nation, what were the cause-and-effect
relationships. And I said maybe we
should claim responsibility for the
success i1n reducing the number of kids
in the juvenile justice system.

They told me flat out you can
go ahead and do that i1f you want to,
but when the numbers go up, you have to
take responsibility for those too. So
I jJust say that what 1 believe 1s that
I know for a fact that the Philadelphia
District Attorney"s Office, George
Mosey was the head at that time of the
Juvenile Division and the Public
Defender®s Office where I was working.
We worked hand in hand with all the
stakeholders, all the stakeholders, and
we were able to bring about change and
reform in juvenile justice.

We have not finished the job.
We are a long way from finishing the

job. The only standard that I know iIn
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this i1s a really simple one. Would you
want your kid, your child, your nephew,
niece, cousin, grandchild involved i1n

Philadelphia®s juvenile justice system?

Until you can say yes or |
can say yes about my kids or my
grandkids, the answer i1s that we need
to keep making changes until 1t"s up to
standards where our kids can get
involved and our kids can come out
better at the end than they were when
they went 1In there. And we can"t -- 1
can"t say that yet.

And so, | want the programs
to continue to improve. | want to be
comfortable that when we say we"re
sending a child away, that that child"s
educational standards are going to be
better when they return than they were
before they went in. And we can say
that definitely people are coming back
with educational standards and
educational products that are lower
than when they went in and they®"re not

transitioning back to the schools,
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they"re not getting their credits back
in the schools.

Councilwoman Gym knows all
about this. Her committee studied this
and produced reports and details on 1t.
This 1Is something that Is a major issue
here 1n Philadelphia. We need to
address that. One other thing that was
a fact raised by Judge Dugan during
recent testimony at one of our
gatherings concerning violence in the
City, Judge Dugan said, and I was kind
of surprised by this, that the average
age of the person who i1s arrested for
shooting in Philadelphia was in the
30s. The average age was iIn the 30s.
And 1 was surprised because | thought
It was younger, but 1t"s not according
to him.

The other thing I want to
perhaps ask the D.A. to talk upon about
the changes we"ve made i1In addressing
violence i1n our office. We"ve changed
the way we handle violent cases. We

prosecute them faster. We have our
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best lawyers working on them, and we"re
addressing those issues in the best way
we know how to prosecute. He"s brought
about that reform internally so we can
do a better job for the citizens and
witnesses and victims 1In the City and
County of Philadelphia.

MS. FIGUEROA: As the woman
on the panel, | just want to add that
the work from 1997 to now has been a
long road, and there®s a lot of people
on the table. And 1 think you asked a
great question and we are very
fortunate to have such a
forward-thinking District Attorney and
Defenders pushing in a real, real way
with advocates.

But 1 think 1t would be a
disservice to not say that there®s been
significant change in all of the
systems to really get us to where
our -- and actually doing the work that
we did with both MacArthur and the work
that we continue to do and that i1t"s a

partnership.
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And 1 don"t think 1t"s about
one player that completely changes that
dynamic, but 1 have a very specific ask
and recommendation to Council where you
can be beneficial to us. This issue of
having the numbers reduced and the cost
of placement versus cost of prevention,
we need the PA delegation, we need
Council to support us at the state
level to allow us to repurpose those
dollars.

There 1s the myth that the
dollars, if they"re not used In one
way, sit In some bucket somewhere that
the County has access to and that
unfortunately i1s not the case. We have
actually at times been penalized for
the great work that has happened for
reducing congregate care, which means
that monies that we receive for
residential doesn®"t mean that I"m
getting that same dollar for dollar put
Into prevention.

They®"ve been incredibly

beneficial that all the prevention
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resources on the juvenile justice side
that we"ve asked for, they have
predominantly said yes to. But | just
want to be really clear that there is
this misconception that there"s a
dollar for dollar match and that 1t we
don®"t place the child 1n placement,
that I have a windfall that i1s sitting
at the Department of Human Services.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you. | appreciate that, all great
information. You"ve talked about
collaboration and the fact that i1t"s
multiple different factions of
government that"s working together to
be able to address these i1ssues. You
also mentioned the evening reporting
centers.

Can you talk, and this i1s a
two-fold question. Can you talk a
little bit about, number one, what is
an evening reporting center; number
two, what neighborhoods are those
evening reporting centers in; and then

also, what is the relationship between
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DHS and the District Attorney®s Office?

I think a lot of people don"t
realize the level of collaboration that
you discussed here today. What is that
relationship and how does that
relationship benefit young people
specifically?

MS. FIGUEROA: Sure. So the
evening reporting centers allow
children who"ve been arrested instead
of a placement, so being sent to one of
these more expensive -- that they would
go to their community-based school and
then after school they would report to
a center where there"s career
activities, where there"s life skills,
they have dinner, there®s computer
labs, there®s often athletic
activities.

So originally there was one
in West and there was one in North
Philadelphia and there®"s two opening
now and I"m turning to see, one of my
staff knows where the two other

locations are.
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:
(Inaudible.)

MS. FIGUEROA: So two North,
two West. And those have been actually
operating and have seen great success
in terms of the recidivism numbers not
seeing those youth re-offend and we"re
glad to see those kids stay home and
have a program and then continue their
school base.

I can certainly talk about
the partnership, and the work that
we"ve done with the District Attorney"s
Office dates way, way back because any
kid who 1s arrested, Philadelphia 1s
unique that juvenile justice sits under
the Child Welfare Administrator. We"re
the only county which I actually think
IS a benefit.

I sometimes say iIt°s a
blessing and a curse, but it actually
allows us to coordinate the services.
So we have tables that we sit at
because we have an iInterest in the same

children and we"re trying to figure out
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the best way to get to the same result,
which 1s that we want as many kids at
home as possible.

We don"t want kids that are
In our care and we don"t want kids in
placement. So there®s meetings about
data. There"s meetings about programs.
There®s meetings about budget needs.

We were active members of the Youth
Residential Task Force, so I can go on.
But, Bob, 1 don*"t know i1f you want to
talk about more of the collaboration.

MR. LISTENBEE: I would say
this, Councilman Thomas. Councilwoman
Gym knows well that there has been
collaboration and that as a result of
her task force has gotten better and we
are talking more about the roles we can
play.

In terms of diversion
programs, Youth Aid Panels were the
primary and virtually the only
diversion program the District
Attorney®s Office engaged in until D.A.

Krasner came in. |1t goes back to 1987,
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so over 30 years you have one kind of
diversion program. Under D.A. Krasner,
we looked to develop other programs
based 1n the community where we can
divert young people to and we have
those listed i1n our testimony.

So we"re looking to work with
those programs. Let me highlight one
of them which is Restorative Justice.
As D.A. Krasner has often mentioned,
his work with restorative justice iIn
talking to experts in restorative
justice, i1t pointed out that victims of
crime, victims often feel a higher
level of satisfaction when you deal
with restorative justice programs than
they do with the normal court.

You come to court. There"s a
trial. Somebody wins. Somebody loses.
The victim may get compensated. In
most cases they do for losses, doesn"t
deal with their trauma, but they go
away without a sense of satisfaction
about what"s going to happen to the

person who caused the harm.
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With restorative justice
programs, there®s more of a balance.
Often times victims come away feeling a
higher level of satisfaction with the
criminal justice system than they do
with a regular justice system.

D.A. Krasner has asked us
since the very beginning to work on
developing a restorative justice
program. We received partial funding
for a pilot program and we"ve put in
for funding from the Department of
Human Services through their needs-
based budget for the budget of the
funding for a program that will last
for the first three years.

Our goal i1s to bring
restorative justice to Philadelphia
both on the juvenile justice side and
on the adult side, because we believe
that there will be a higher level of
satisftaction for victims. We have all
kinds of other programs that we focus
on with victims. And as you raise

iIssues of crimes, our Cares program
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has -- our Cares advocates at homes of
all victims where there are homicides
who will work with them for the first
45 days, that those people are dealing
with the problem of homicides in their
families.

We have that program funded
by the Pennsylvania Commissioner on
Crime and Delinquency. Again, an
innovation from D.A. Krasner where we
are doing that and nobody else i1n the
country are doing that, so our
advocates are working with those
victims right up front at the
beginning, the worst day of their lives
right through the first 45 days of
their life.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you. My last question for this panel,
we have members that suggest that when
you look at large cities and the number
of high school students that we hire
specifically in the summertime, we
don*"t do as well as large cities. |

know PYN 1s one of our panelists that"s
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going to be on the panel later today.

But just looking at it from a
municipal side, 1 would love to see
more dollars thrown at PYN to hire more
high school students In the summertime.
When they come, they just talk specific
about numbers. But we anticipate this
summer being somewhat of a warm summer.

PYN has already told us that
they"re going to reject anywhere from
5,000 to 10,000 students this summer
that apply for jobs through PYN. 1™m
just wondering, Cynthia, what does your
office plan on doing about these young
people who want to work in the
summertime but right now we"re saying
we don"t have the funding for them and
we anticipate those young people not
being employed through our PYN program
this summer?

MS. FIGUEROA: So just 1In
terms of context, the City provides
through the Department of Human
Services the largest contribution to

workforce, so over $7 million goes and
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we can cover approximately 7000 to 7500
slots through that. We know that the
request i1s double. And part of the
push that PYN has been doing along with
other partners i1s getting philanthropy
to see 1T we get additional.

We"ve asked the state because
we believe that the additional money
that the City put in, 1t used to be
much smaller so we"ve been growing the
dollars that we put Into summer
workready programs increasingly, so
we"ve been able to expand that number
that the City is committed to but we"ve
also asked for additional dollars. So
this 1s something that currently we
have an ask out to the state. We"re
hoping to hear from them in the spring.

IT we get additional money,
it would be a very quick turnaround,
because the other challenge we have is
we have to have enough employers
willing to take the children when we
have large numbers, so we"re with you.

I mean, we would love more money to
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have additional summer workready.

We"ve prioritized 1t. Again,
we"re the only county that puts money
toward youth workready out of child
welfare dollars. And so, | think we
should see that advantage and we"re
pushing the City to grow that -- 1™m
sorry, the state to grow that because
we believe 1t"s an amazing opportunity.

And we actually set aside a
number of the slots specifically for
juvenile justice-involved youth through
a year-round program. So we realize
the summer 1s not enough, so 1 just
want to say that we"re very committed
on this i1ssue and looking at how we can
further expand that experience because
work experience, work exposure IS huge.
And so, | couldn®"t agree more.

We don"t have any money
hanging around to add until we hear
from the state. And the great thing is
that we leverage the state because
that"s a match for us. So we agree we

love your support to help advocate at
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the state level for additional funding.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank you
for being here --

MR. LISTENBEE: Councilman,
can | just add --

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Sure.

MR. LISTENBEE: The first
program I ever worked on i1t was as a
college student. It was a summer
program for kids where we took kids to
Vermont from New York City. We met up
with White kids there and Black and
Puerto Rican kids from the City of New
York.

And 1t was music programs,
recreational programs, educational
programs, all kinds of programs for
kids. What 1 learned in that
experience i1s this and what I know
about what we have is we have a
possibility of a lot of kids being i1dle
because of the pandemic coming here and
a lot of kids sitting at home.

My way of thinking, 1 would

love to see us have a single big
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meeting on the question of what are we
going to do with our kids this summer,
because I think -- I know kids sitting
around with nothing to do could cause
us some enormous problems and be
harmful to them.

I would love for every Kkid
who wants to have a mentor, to have a
mentor this summer. Every kid who
wants to go to an educational program,
be able to go there. Every kid who
wants to work to be able to go there,
1T only because we have a crisis and we
need to make sure our kids are taking
care of along with everyone else during
this time when we"re trying to figure
out how to make things work from our
society.

Now, I think the government,
both city, state and federal should be
involved i1n this and we should be
making pleas to the government. |If
they"re going to be addressing the
broader issues of the pandemic, let

them address the i1ssues of our Kkids at
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this time. That would be my ask.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: 1 agree
with you 100 percent. Thank you all
for taking the time to be here today.
We appreciate all the work that you do
and we appreciate your passion around
this issue, and 1 personally look
forward to working with you and 1
probably could speak for Councilmember
Gym, that she looks forward to working
with you as well.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much, Councilman Thomas. | had a
few questions for Deputy Mayor
Figueroa. |1 know that we share the
belief as was stated earlier that we
want free universal afterschool
programs in part, not only to expand
the artistic, educational, enrichment,
nutritional work opportunities and
other things for young people, but also
because as been stated before that we
really need some caring, keeping of
young people in these important hours.

So you spoke a little bit to
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the possibility of a slot expansion
around OST, especially given the
cutbacks last year. 1 think what
speaks to that the most are the number
of programs who reached out to us after
losing some slots last year, places
like Project Home, places like OIC that
serves H.A. Brown School that doesn®t
have an afterschool program for this
entire school year for the very first
time.

You"ve spoken a little bit to
it about the need for the possibility
of having some state match and state
and city funds for slot expansion, but
Is DHS or any of the departments within
that actually planning for slot
expansion currently? Are the numbers
fixed from last year? Are they
expanding for this year or is that
still 1n dialogue?

MS. FIGUEROA: So the way
that the funding went i1s through the
summer, so the slots that we"ve awarded

in September are through the summer
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programming. The request that we made
to the state i1s a rolling process which
does not help because 1t does not fall
on the fiscal year, and that we"re
hoping to hear in the fall.

IT something changes that we
can add, there"s also our ability to
work with our provider community to
expand that. 1 don"t want to make
commitments because we haven®t heard
from the state and we can"t commit to
City funds without having that. But
just context in terms of we reduced
slot numbers to be able to more
appropriately pay and also for years,
the slot amount that we paid per child
did not allow us to meet the quality
program that we had hoped, so we
greatly increased the slot levels that
we paid providers, and that was
something that we talked to a number of
providers and that we worked with as
well as the pay i1ssue.

We know that this has been an

issue for Council and we know 1t"s an
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equity iIssue, so raising the pay of the
hourly employees to $15 is really
important. With a fixed amount of
money, we knew that was going to come
out of cost. Thankfully, the City
committed additional money so that we
actually were very limited in the
amount of cuts that we originally
intended.

And just to give you a sense
of who could, so we had 323 applicants
and we had a request for like 15,000
slots and we funded over 6,000 slots
and certainly, through 137 programs.

So there"s definitely, | think, our
ability to build up the capacity and we
certainly hope the state i1s going to be
with us 1In that expansion.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: As you
work on expansion, do you know whether
the groups that are defunded first
might get a chance at being back in
line to restore back to where they
were?

MS. FIGUEROA: So we would
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procure because 1t was an aggressive
process that we went through iIn terms
of looking at and making sure that
folks were adhering to models that we
had developed through research and
feedback. And so, we would re-procure
any additional money.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: On a
different track, have you worked with
the State Department of Education about
21st century and OST tracking and
resolving some of the i1ssues around
trafficking 1In this area? Can you talk
a little bit about that?

MS. FIGUEROA: Yeah, so the
City 1s committed -- we did not make a
policy change. What we did was make it
much more clearer what our program
expectations were. And so, that has
definitely called a stir with the
state, but we made a commitment to work
with the state so that we can
understand exactly where they think the
challenges are because 1 think 1t can

be resolved. And so, we"re committed
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to working with the state. We"ve
reached out to them. We"ve talked to
them a few times and we®"re hoping that
we can get a resolution for our
providers.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Do you
have any thoughts on how to accelerate
action at PDE around this issue?

MS. FIGUEROA: I think 1t has
to go beyond the individual person who
oversees 21st century at the PDE and
actually bring other leadership to the
table so i1t"s not just a decision based
on one individual alone.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: A question
that had come to us also i1s that iIn
terms of OST programs, they sometimes
seem to be housed within public
schools. But one of the questions 1is,
IS there an effort to take a look at
community-based programs as well in
addition to and what"s the layout or
distribution of those types of things
or the possibility for expansion iIn

that area?
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MS. FIGUEROA: So based on
the research and evidence, we knew that
our ability to move the needle on some
of the work that has to happen that
Dr. Hite i1s committed to and the fact
that we already had a sizable number of
providers occurring or programs
occurring out of school district, we
made a commitment to double down on
early literacy and for middle school
children career access, and we know the
extended workday for families and the
school day i1s a benefit to families.

So just i1n terms of 1t wasn"t
a radical move, but 1t was a move. We
went from 71 percent participation in
public schools to 78 percent. So we
had a 7 percent increase in the total
number of schools. We made commitments
to community areas where there were
gaps in services, but we also where
there were existing programs that were
well-established and we also looked at
geography. We paid a lot of attention

to geography, poverty rates and other
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factors when we made decisions.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And you
weighed what options are available
to -- what alternative options are
available and --

MS. FIGUEROA: Yes. We had
SO many grids going on with the
District. The other thing iIs we
surveyed principals, so we got feedback
from principals directly, we talked to
caretakers so 1t was an extensive
process to look at what was i1n the
vicinity.

So 1T there was a decision, a
negative impact that was going to be
made, we looked at what was in the
surrounding areas and what was the
ability to absorb.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: In part
because I know that as we"re talking
about heading into the spring, public
safety i1ssues and especially older
teens or, 1f not, young adults, one of
the things that"s been discussed a lot

i1s about the importance of having a
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prevalence of afterschool programs for
high schoolers so that we can stagger
departure times after school, so that
we don"t have 12,000 teens or actually
iIt"s 12,000 times 4 so it"s about
48,000 or 50,000 teens flooding onto
subway transit systems after school and
all of this.

So 1 understand the
importance of focusing iIn on early
literacy and early childhood, but also
wondering about in terms of public
safety and also just outreach to young
people who are also extremely at risk
and vulnerable and also have been
perceived and stereotyped as having
other types of involvement or
engagement, especially as they gather
together. 1Is there a way for us to
continue to have conversations about
reaching out and especially about
staggering these departure times from
our major high schools and making sure
that we can do that in ways that are

both healthy and enriching for young
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people?

MS. FIGUEROA: Yes. I mean,
as you know geographically the high
schools are i1n different locations so
not everybody®s getting let out at the
same time, but there are some that are
in close proximities to each other. So
I think the staggering iIs something to
talk about with our providers because
iIT we"re talking about the evening
hours or what time the program iIs going
to end and the capacity to run a
different exit time when there's
another high school i1in close proximity
IS a good idea for us to look at.

We are about to launch
something that I think is going to be
very helpful for the spring which is
called —- 1t"s basically an
Out-of-School Time program locater and
iIt"s not just DHS. 1It"s Parks and Rec,
Philadelphia Free Library and even
programs that we don®"t fund can sign up
independently and that people will be

able to access 1t. So we hope that we
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can —- we"ll get that.

We didn"t have it done, but
we hope to get that to you so we can
get as many providers on that list as
possible and that we can promote that
so that folks know what resources are
In their own backyard and how you
access that program.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Great.
One last question, today Septa
announced fair restructuring. One of
the areas that we"ve been asking Septa
about i1s the 7:00 p.m. cutoff for the
student transit fares and whether
they"re i1n dialogue with yourself.
Knowing the program and the types of
programs that you offer, including ones
that are nontraditional, especially
considering things like evening
reporting hours at the evening
reporting center, i1s there some
consideration or recommendation to
Septa about whether the 7:00 p.m.
cutoff time is the best time period

given what youth needs may be around
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the City and 1f there were an expansion
of those hours, what should Septa be
considering iIn terms of expanded time
around student transpasses being
extended to, 1If not 7:00 p.m., could it
be expanded to what recommended time?

MS. FIGEUROA: So that"s an
excellent recommendation and 1 know the
new leadership at Septa 1s very
amenable to working with the City. And
so, I think 1t"s a matter of talking to
them and talking about how the iImpact
Is related to kids i1n OST and evening
reporting centers and other programs,
so that"s certainly something I will
follow up on.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Okay, and
we should engage on that a little bit.

MS. FIGUEROA: That would be
great.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much, Deputy Mayor. Thank you,
D.A. Krasner. Thank you very much to
this panel. Could the Clerk please

call --

Page 165

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Committee on Children and Youth
March 11, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

MR. LISTENBEE: Just one
question. Councilwoman and Councilman,
one of the big i1ssues we have is that
young people often begin their careers
with internships and the children in
Philadelphia who want to participate iIn
summer iInternships often have to do so
at their own expense iIf they“"re iIn
college. Often even if they"re iIn high
school they have to do so at their own
expense or the expense of their
parents.

Is there any way that we can
think about how City Council and other
governmental agencies and private
entities might be able to support an
expansion of opportunities for young
people through internships by providing
some financial support for them?

And --

MS. FIGUEROA: We do that --

MR. LISTENBEE: 1"m aware
that you do some, but the --

MS. FIGUEROA: No, we do like

7,000. The summer workready is
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actually a paid internship so the youth
are paid.

MR. LISTENBEE: And I"ve
looked at your programs and 1-"ve
discussed them with the people who run
them, but they"re a small drop in the
bucket given the number of young people
who would want to do that. And so, 1
just want to put in a play for those,
because 1 run across them all the time.
They come to our office. They apply
for summer internships. They get great
experiences, but they do i1t at their
own expense.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Do we know
that --

MS. FIGUEROA: That was
Councilman Thomas®™ point I think around
the expansion of summer opportunities,
yeah.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And the
Chair recognizes Councilmember Thomas.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you. And I think you brought up a

great point. That"s part of the reason
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why we"re having this conversation
today. What we are looking to do is
work with the City, work with the
Mayor®s Administration to ensure that
we iIncrease dollars to summertime
opportunities.

I want to say maybe two years
ago but definitely during this
Administration, we saw an Increase in
what 1nterns were paid to do an
internship for the City in the
summertime, and we also saw an increase
in a number of slots, specifically for
college students who came home and
wanted to intern with the City iIn the
summertime.

My office has begun a robust
internship program. We currently have
over 15 interns in our office. City
Council has agreed to pay for more
internship slots not just for the
summertime, but for college students
all year round so we agree with you 100
percent.

We recognize i1t"s a problem.
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And part of the purpose of the hearing
today was to get all of this
information on the record so as we go
to advocate for different resources of
course In budget season, we can use
your testimony and the testimony of the
other folks who decided to take time
out today to speak to the importance of
us putting more dollars Into summer
jobs for high school students, but also
internships for college aid students,
so we agree with you 100 percent and we
thank you for your advocacy.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much. Thank you to this panel.
Can the Clerk please call the next
panel forward? And I want to thank
everybody 1n this room for your
tremendous patience. We know that
we"ve got a lot of speakers who wanted
to come out tonight.

We are going to keep
testimony limited to about two minutes
and I know that that feels pretty

short, but we have a lot of your
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testimony already submitted to us. And
1T you could just hit on the highlights
of your testimony, that would be
fantastic and we can make sure that
everybody can be heard and welcomed
here.

(Panel approached the
Witness Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: So I want
to welcome this panel. Thank you so
much for your patience. |If you can
introduce yourself and then proceed
with your testimony and we"ll go down
the line and we"re keeping it at about
two minutes per testimony, and please
feel free to just hit on the highlights
and we have your testimony in front of
us, so thank you very much.

MS. PETER: Thank you. Thank
you for the opportunity. My name 1is
Nancy Peter and I"m the Director of
McKinney Center for STEM Education at
the Philadelphia Education Fund. 1%ve
also been i1n the field of Out-of-School

Time for a little over 30 years and
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have done a lot of work iIn various
out-of-school time settings in Philly.

I think my role on the panel
Is to frame the out-of-school time
Tield a little bit, often referred to
as out-of-school time school-aged care
after school. Although the last
several years, the term out-of-school
time has grown to encompass evenings,
weekends, summers and basically
non-school hours.

And there®s a couple of
reasons why out-of-school time is so
critical In a way these days that it
wasn®"t 20, 30 years ago. One of them
IS just the prevalence of households
where there"s either a single parent or
no parents. So the need for
afterschool supervision, which wasn"t
happening when 1 was growing up, IS
really a dire need right now.

Students of all ages need to
be involved in something when they®re
not being supervised after school.

There®s also the prevalence of risk
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behaviors, everything from -- was
discussed broadly, youth violence, both
perpetuators and also victims of
violence, drug use, teen pregnancy. A
lot of these behaviors have the
opportunity to happen during non-school
hours.

And lastly, the schools
themselves are not as resourced as they
may have been 20, 30 years ago. So
Out-of-School Time programs are a very
good opportunity to provide things that
may not be abundant in a school,
anything ranging from music and art to
college counseling. So for all of
those reasons, out-of-school time has
become really pivotal.

And in the research that 1
did at Penn a number of years ago, |
came up with four overarching goals for
Out-of-School Time programs throughout
the country. The first one iIs just
simply academic achievement. Out-of-
school time i1s a great place to augment

what"s going on in the classroom, both
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in terms of being able to matriculate
and then graduate and go onto higher
education.

The second one is just the
opportunity to occupy students during
the non-school hours when they
otherwise might be involved iIn risky
behaviors. And 1t"s not simply keeping
them off the streets. It"s also being
able to substitute positive approaches
to life for maybe negative approaches.

The third and the fourth are
the career awareness and career access,
which i1s a really big part. We"ve
mentioned PYN of the out-of-school time
Tield giving students the opportunity
to learn about careers. And finally,
just enhanced skill development. So
the out-of-school time hours are a good
way to develop resilience and patience
and teamwork, and all of these goals
and attributes and successes of
out-of-school time are not only about
student success and thriving young

adults, but also enhance the community
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and the families that they"re a part
of. Thank you.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you. | appreciate 1t. And again, if
the next witness can start by please
stating your name for the record, and
we got to keep it to two minutes so
we"re going to time i1t. Sorry. Thank
you.

MS. ADAMS-BASS: So good
afternoon and thank you for having
me -- good afternoon and thank you for
having me. My name is Valerie Adams-
Bass. 1"m the Assistant Professor of
Youth and Social Innovation at the
University of Virginia. [I"m both a
practitioner and researcher 1in
education i1n Out-of-School Time
programming.

And 1 just want to follow up
on what Nancy has shared here, so 1711
skip the defining of Out-of-School Time
programs, but I want to highlight a
couple of things that are really

important. And one of those i1s that
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really Out-of-School Time programs can
be both educational and recreational.
They don®"t necessarily often have to
augment what"s happening during the
school day.

Unfortunately because of the
decline i1n public education, many of
the Out-of-School Time programs that
are funded emphasize supplementing
what"s happening in classroom, but
that"s not the only thing that children
deserve or need.

The other things that 1 want
to really highlight i1s really that
interest bound experiences 1In
out-of-school time are the things that
lead to career exploration and career
development. And that really the focus
on promoting the inherent potential of
youth, particularly Black and Brown
youth 1s incredibly important when they
have opportunities to test and develop
relationships with caring adults,
adults who understand them and who are

culturally competent. So | understand
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the need for evidence-based programs
but many evidence-based programs are
not culturally inclusive.

So when we"re talking about
working with Black and Brown youth, we
want to make sure there®s some cultural
inclusivity in our approach to working
with them. 1 think the other thing
that"s really important for
out-of-school time youth, Professor
Ginwright as well as Professor
Flannegan who"ve done some work on
civic engagement iIn keeping young
people attuned and connected to their
community is that when they"re involved
with opportunities to be civically
engaged, they"re more invested and have
more value i1n their community and a
stronger sense of i1dentity and self-
development.

So those are things that we
want to think about when we"re thinking
about the Out-of-School Time
programming. Out-of-school time

doesn"t just happen between 2:00 and

Page 176

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Children and Youth
March 11, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6:00 which has historically been the
time when crime increases, but
Out-of-School Time programs happen on
the weekends and In the evenings, so we
want to take those things i1nto
consideration when we"re thinking about
funding and supporting programs for
Black and Brown youth in the City of
Philadelphia. Thank you.

MS. HARTMANN: Good
afternoon. My name i1s Tracey Hartmann
and 1"m representing Research for
Action. 1 have worked iIn the
out-of-school time field, been involved
in the out-of-school time field and had
the opportunity to study a wide range
of programs over the last 20 years.

And just piggybacking off
what others have said, I"m just going
to jump down to some of the benefits of
participation in out-of-school time and
what the research says about that.
First, in terms of one of the goals of
keeping you safe iIn supervised

environments after school, research has
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shown that participation in Out-of-
School Time programs does reduce youth
engagement i1n risky behaviors.

There®s some research that
found that the more Out-of-School Time
programs that exist in a neighborhood
as those increased, the number of
juvenile arrests decreases. In
addition, there is research that
establishes the ability of
Out-of-School Time programs to impact
academic achievement and two recent
rigorous research reviews that were
done 1n the last couple of years found
that afterschool programs can improve
school attendance, school engagement,
school promotion, graduation, math and
other academic outcomes, but of course
that i1s not their only focus.

And one of the other
important focuses i1s that 1t"s on
healthy youth development.
Out-of-School Time programs support
healthy youth development by offering

youth opportunities to explore and
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develop their iInterests and talents in
a multitude of areas. And as others
have said, this is sort of essential
for healthy youth development.

Youth have the opportunity to
identify what the Search Institute
calls sparks, which are passions or
motivating interests. And youth that
have those kinds of sparks research has
found have more of the indicators of
thriving, so 1t"s not just about
preventing negative things from
happening, but i1t"s enabling youth to
have the opportunity to really thrive.

But all Out-of-School Time
programs do not have these kinds of
impacts. Quality of programming 1is
really Important. So i1t"s really
important that programs are high
quality and that youth are able to
participate In those programs
regularly.

MS. TERRELL: Good afternoon,
Councilman Thomas. My name i1s Shayna

Terrell. 1"m the Director of Freedom
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Schools and Pipelining Programs at the
Center for Black Educator Development.
I am formerly a Program Director for
Children Youth Services for United
Communities. 1°m also formerly an
Extra-curricular Activities Coordinator
for Simon Gratz Mastery Charter as well
as a 10-year veteran girls varsity
basketball coach.

From the summary of my
experiences, you can see that 1 spent
the majority of my life with
Out-of-School Time programs. Beilng a
part of Out-of-School Time programs has
afforded me the opportunity to be
employed for my entire college career
and also gave me the skills that 1
needed to develop 1n my professional
career.

Though 1 appreciate my growth
through Out-of-School Time programming,
I"m more appreciative of the impact
Out-of-School Time programming has
allowed me to have on the youth of

Philadelphia. 1 believe that all of us
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here know the importance of Out-of-
School Time programming. The question
iIs, 1s funding and allocation and
resources a major priority in the
discussion of Out-of-School Time
programming.

We must look at OST beyond
activities and look at it as an
opportunity to build, train and guide
the next generation of young leaders in
our city. Programs like Philadelphia
Freedom Schools has proven that to be
true. Councilman Thomas, you®re living
proof of that.

Philadelphia Freedom Schools
and other programs like it has been a
vehicle for many of your Philadelphia
youth to learn and thrive in culturally
affirming environments. Two-thirds of
Philadelphia®s youngest students are
not reaching Read by 4th milestone.
Programs like Philadelphia Freedom
Schools help us, help us to support the
efforts by helping our young people to

develop a love for reading and teaching
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them necessary phonics and literacy
skills so they grow over the summer.

Our teen population is among
the most vulnerable and fragile. OST
programs like Freedom Schools will
provide teens with the social and
emotional support, not only that but
also a rigorous academic environment
and also engage our youth in learning
the skills and learning to be communal
all while teens are learning
foundational skills for child care and
teaching.

Freedom School thrives on the
principles of positive racial i1dentity,
intergenerational leadership, cultural
empowerment and educational democracy.
There are many shining examples of
results 1n Philadelphia Freedom Schools
and programs like 1t that have built
leaders today for Philadelphia.

I"m sure the stories of
Freedom Schools are not only unique to
our program. I"m sure each of you on

Council can point to a program or an
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activity that either taught you how to
lead or assisted you in your leadership
development.

I often ask people to reflect
on a memorable moment from the times
when they were in school. And the
majority of people talk about an extra-
curricular activity program or an
afterschool program they were involved
in. So the impact of OST program
burlds a lasting effect for all of us.

Through my work with OST,
I"ve been able to be a servant leader
to children and their families.

Through my leadership with Freedom
Schools, we"ve been able to build and
grow leaders here in Philadelphia. We
have Councilmen, countless teachers,
countless administrators, actors,
performers, lawyers and so many more
professions.

We have been able to save
lives of countless young men and women
by providing a safe place for folks to

grow, learn and learn about who they
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are and just simply understand that
they have a purpose in the world. One
thought that gets less attention but
It"s just as important when we talk
about OST 1s how OST provides support
for working families.

Quality OST program provides
parents with the comfort and security
needed to ensure that their child is
safe and supported as they"re working.
OST decreases the amount of latchkey
kids, out of time for children and
overall lack of adult supervision.

OST provides families with
options, helps to provide stability for
those parents who do not have the
luxury of being home during those
out-of-school time hours. When
programs like Philadelphia Freedom
Schools was funded year-round, we were
able to provide services for hundreds
of families throughout Philadelphia,
not just summer programs, also quality
afterschool programs for elementary and

middle school students, employment and
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job training for high school students
and it also allowed us to build
relationships and keep youth iIn our
pipeline from kindergarten all the way
to their final year in college.

Ultimately, budget cuts and
lack of OST funding disrupted that
pipeline. Philadelphia Freedom Schools
went from operating 20 sites over a
decade to in the last two years only
operating three sites. That"s a
travesty. Imagine the amount of
families that did not have programming
for their kids to attend, the amount of
youth that were unemployed, the lack of
academic support provided to K through
12 students and the lack of leadership
development provided for college
students.

Again, 1 know Philadelphia
Freedom Schools was not the only
program to suffer from a lack of OST
funding, but this i1s why this i1s such
an important issue. The only casualty

of this war are youth and their
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families. They deserve better. We
have to do better, and i1t starts right
here 1n this room with Council making
OST a priority.

In closing, | hope we are
able to work together to dismantle the
systems that contribute to the school
to prison pipeline and strip our
communities of viable resources. We
have to build better pipelines and
pathways to lead to success,
opportunity and prosperity for our
communities. | appreciate your time
and the opportunity to testify here
today. Thank you.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you all for your testimony. |
appreciate 1t. Just a note for
clarity, first of all, 1"m not going to
have as many questions for this panel
as we did the last. But after this
panel, for those of you who don"t know,
we"ve been here since about 2 o"clock
so we want to give our stenographer a

chance to take a brief break and then
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we will resume our meeting after this
panel .

But just a couple of
questions real quick before we take a
brief three-minute break. | think 1t
was Dr. Adams-Bass, I"m pretty sure it
was you who talked about the importance
of having culturally inclusive staffing
and culturally inclusive programming as
well as programming that suggest some
level of civic engagement.

Can anything on the panel
just for the record speak or elaborate
on the importance of that, specifically
when we"re talking about young people
in Philadelphia, the demographic that
we"re essentially advocating for young
people which you heard some people from
the District Attorney®s Office as well
as Cynthia Figueroa who runs our new
commission, we have a concern for young
people who have been involved In some
level of trauma too?

We"re trying to see if

there®s a correlation between young
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people who experience a lot of trauma
in their neighborhood and the lack of
what you"re calling a culturally
inclusive programming. Can you just
elaborate a little bit, anybody on the
panel that wish to comment? Just
please elaborate a little bit on the
importance on young people experiencing
programming like that.

MS. ADAMS-BASS: Sure. 1711
start by saying there are a couple of
researchers who"ve looked at this
specifically for adolescents between
the ages of 12 and 17. And what they
found that specifically for
African-American or Black American and
Latinx youth that when they"re
civically engaged, connected to things
that are important to them in their
communities, their neighborhoods, then
they feel like they matter, their lives
matter and they develop programs or
they make attempts to address issues in
their communities, so it might be

blight, 1t might be a food desert, it

Page 188

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Children and Youth

March 11, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

might be lack of afterschool
programming, it might be lack of
opportunities.

When those young people feel
like their voices are not being heard
and they have an opportunity to be
heard and become i1nvolved, they do
better i1n school, there®"s higher
retention and they just have a better

outlook and self-concept.

And so, there®s some academic

research, as I mentioned Connie

Flannegan and Shawn Ginwright does that

work and has done work with children iIn

Oakland, California. Secondly, what
was mentioned earlier on the first
panel was evidence-based programs.

Unfortunately, many evidence-based

programs are really normed on non-youth

of color.

They"re normed on
predominantly White children and then
they"re saying that this i1s the ideal
program, the amount of time that young

people should be spending, they should
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have a caring adult. But what we found
similar to inschool programs is that
the teachers of the out-of-school time
professionals don"t necessarily reflect
the ethnic or racial i1dentity or the
same 1ncome level as the children
they"re serving.

And so, when you don"t have
that, there®s some i1ncongruency. And
we"ve been working with the Teen
Reading Lounge here in Philadelphia to
provide training, professional
development where we help people to
understand positive youth development,
what i1s positive youth development,
what are some of those factors that
contributed to and are important for
you to understand. And sometimes that
has to do with understanding how people
speak to one another, understanding the
proper way to greet.

Sometimes 1t has to do with
breaking bread, meaning how do we eat
with these young people, picking books

that are important to them so that
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there"s a meaning to that cultural
competency when you"re connecting.
Freedom Schools i1s another example of
that.

So this i1dea of validating
your cultural expression, how you walk,
how you talk, the things you"re
interested i1n, iInvested in, letting
that part be a part of the program so
that really demonstrates that you have
caring adults, and those young people
tend to stay involved i1n those
programs.

And we did an evaluation
report of our program for 10 years with
the Teen Reading Lounge. And what we
found i1s that there"s a statistically
significant difference for Black and
Brown youth who®s been involved in that
reading program because they have had
adults who"ve been trained around how
to connect them and what matters to
those young people versus just saying
1T you give a young person a book, then

they understand 1f you have a caring
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adult, but that caring adult has no
context for working with the young
person other than saying we know you"re
at risk, all these labels. Then
they"re less likely to make a genuine
connection.

So that"s the cultural
competencies that we really help people
to understand. We begin to talk about
social equity as well. So why iIs it
that your school i1s not funded as well
as another school i1n another zip code.
We begin to think about why are there
no characters in this book or this
story that look like you. So when you
start to look at that and unpack that,
those young people have a better
investment and appreciate the adults
who are working with them. Thank you.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you. | appreciate 1t. Shayna, you
talked about the Freedom Schools
program and you communicated some of
the great work that"s been done, but

you also talked about the program went
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from 20 sites down to far fewer sites.

Dr. Adams just talked about
the importance of culturally relevant
programs. Clearly Freedom Schools fall
in that category. Hypothetically
speaking, 1f there was a Freedom School
in every police zip code in the City of
Philadelphia, right, the program would
be adequately funded, it would provide
employment opportunities for high
school students as well as occupy the
time of young people In a positive
capacity and you would also have some
level of parental engagement and
parental involvement, how do you think
In your opinion a Freedom School in
every police district in the City of
Philadelphia would impact the crime
that we see, specifically in the
summertime, every year in the
summertime?

Even the District Attorney®s
Office spoke about i1t when they came
and testified. Every year in the

summertime we see an increase in
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violence. We see a spike In criminal
activity. And for some reason, we
always have a lack of quality
programming and lack of resources for
young people, specifically young people
of color.

IT we had a Freedom School in
every police district from your expert
opinion, how would that impact the
crime that we see in the City of
Philadelphia?

MS. TERRELL: I think 1t
would greatly decrease the crime In the
City of Philadelphia for a number of
reasons. When you have a program like
Freedom Schools, i1t creates pathways
and pipelines of different avenues. So
when you talk, right, we start with the
employment of high school students, but
Freedom Schools has an impact far
beyond that.

When you have scholars who
are iIn your program from kindergarten
through 8th grade and you®re providing

them with educational support,
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relationships, role models and a
committee of folks who are going to
support them and have them and they
come all the way up through your
program, they"re less likely to commit
crimes because of the programming and
the mentorship that they"ve been
through with you, so 1t even starts
there. So not only are you employing
high school students and keeping them
out of trouble, but you®"re also
training the next generation of folks
to be future Freedom School high school
employees or just good citizens iIn the
community.

There"s a lot of social
action and social justice also done iIn
the Freedom Schools program that
teaches children about themselves,
positive i1dentity, who they are and how
to treat each other and take care of
your community. So when you have
programs that are focused on
intergenerational leadership,

culturally affirming but also focused
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on civic justice, when you have those
components, those components are going
to greatly reduce crime 1In
neighborhoods.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you. | appreciate your testimony and I
appreciate your opinion. Clearly,
you"re not an expert in the area, but 1
do think the level of experience that
you have working in the out-of-schoo
based iInitiatives can speak to your
opinion in increasing funding for
quality summer programs across the City
of Philadelphia and in turn, what that
will do to impact the violence that we
see 1n our City. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much, Councilmember Thomas. And 1
also want to thank this panel of
powerful women. We appreciate your
work and 1nvestment in our youth. 1
also wanted to mention that for a long
time an organization that 1 worked with
very closely, Asian-Americans United

was also a Freedom Schools site, was
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the founding of a lot of the work that
we do at our own school iIn terms of
cultural affirmation and uplifting
voices of young people.

So I have long supported and
feel like 1 come out of that Freedom
Schools movement and just really
appreciate the attention and depth and
rigor that you apply to a program.
This isn"t just like a -- | don"t know
what people think about some of these
things, but this i1s a professional
deeply thought-out program rooted in
childhood development and psychology
and understanding of how young people
develop and grow into leadership and
self-1dentity and understanding.

So 1 just wanted to echo
statements by my colleague here that we
really appreciate your work and look
forward to continuing a partnership
with all of you, so thank you very much
to this panel. We"re going to hear
from one more panel and then we"re

going to give our wondertful
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stenographer just a five-minute break.
So 1Tt the Clerk could please call the

next panel forward, and thank you very
much to everybody for your patience.

THE CLERK: Michael Johnson,
Chekemma Fulmore-Townsend, Sylvester
Mobley.

(Panel approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
afternoon. Although we may soon be
going into evening, but thank you very
much for your incredible patience. We
welcome you here to this hearing
tonight and just really appreciate all
the work that you"ve done. Because of
time, we"re hoping that we can limit
testimony to about two minutes a piece,
and then we can do some back-and-forth
as needed, so thank you very much.

And, Ms. Townsend, 1If you can
just introduce yourself by name and
then you may proceed with your
testimony, and we"ll go on down the

line. Thank you very much.
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MR. FULMORE-TOWNSEND: Sure.
My name is Chekemma Fulmore-Townsend
and I"m the President and CEO of the
Philadelphia Youth Network. 1 want to
thank you for the opportunity to share
testimony. | have provided written
testimony today, so I will summarize.

The Philadelphia Youth
Network works to interrupt the cycle of
poverty by providing youth and young
adults between the ages of 12 and 24
with education and employment
experiences with the goal of preparing
young people to become working adults.
And together with our partners, PYN has
provided more than 210,000 education
and employment opportunities for young
people since 1999.

PYN 1s a champion for young
people and a long-term partner with
City departments, educational leaders
and employers to develop our career
development framework that helps to
program, work towards the same set of

skills required to enter iIn advance
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along our children®s career pathway.

The City has been a stalwart
partner and a champion of this
coordination effort embedding the CDF
in the mega city-wide workforce
strategy and the Office of Children and
Families adopting the CDF in the latest
RFP for the OST system.

Some of the major results of
this collaboration includes service
alignment i1n youth serving programs to
focus on career skill-building and
post-secondary planning, training on
program quality for adult
practitioners. We are implementing
year-round incentives for OST programs
and embedding summer jobs in high
school programming.

This 1s the critical work
partnerships like that of the Office
and Children and Families and PYN are
able to achieve when we work together.
The net results of these coordinated
efforts are resounding improvements for

young people we serve, including a
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year-round cohesive experience
coordinating programming designed for
post-secondary success and employer
driven skill-building and financial
literacy.

Some 1mportant things that
you might note, we had a lot of
discussion about WorkReady
Philadelphia. There are fTive different
programs associated with WorkReady
summer 2020, and we are looking to
provide services to over 8500 young
people. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
so much. Welcome and 1f you could
please introduce yourself and proceed
with your testimony.

MR. MOBLEY: Good afternoon.
I*"m Sylvester Mobley, the CEO of Coded
by Kids. Thank you for the opportunity
to participate in the hearings today.
McKinsey recently did a study about the
effect of automation on Black people.
The short of i1t 1s Black people are

overrepresented in the jobs that will
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be automated, but underrepresented iIn
the jobs that will not be automated.

So at our heart, Coded by Kids works to
ensure that our young people are
equipped and prepared for the workforce
of the future, which unfortunately for
a variety of reasons, some systemic IS
not happening within the school system
Where a lot of this work happens is iIn
the Out-of-School Time programs.

IT you think about the
connection with gentrification, 1Tt you
think about the connection with crime,
when we have these conversations, every
Councilperson who I"ve had this
conversation with agrees that
gentrification Is an iIssue.

What most people don"t
recognize i1s i1t"s the growth in tech
and innovation that"s fueling
gentrification. In the City of
Philadelphia, Black people make up more
than 40 percent of the City, but only
2.5 percent of people iIn tech, which

means we"re unable to take advantage of
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the growth in tech. We"re essentially
victims of the growth. So our work 1is
around how do we ensure that every kid
has equitable access to these programs.

And 1n terms of
recommendations, we need more funding.
The work that we do is without funding
from the City. This i1s one of the
greatest looming crises. We"re looking
at a fact that in the City of
Philadelphia, kids throughout our city,
throughout our schools are not prepared
for the jobs.

We"re not talking about far
off. We"re talking about 5 to 10 years
there won"t be jobs for them. So i1f we
talk about crime, we already understand
that there®s a connection between lack
of opportunity and high rates of
violence and high rates of crime.

What do you think happens to
our crime rates when you have mass
unemployment and underemployment,
because we haven®t prepared kids for

the workforce that"s coming. So
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funding the programs that are doing the
work to ensure that we have a better
future 1s one of the recommendations.
My other recommendation would
be ensuring that there®s more funding
available that isn"t tied specifically
to low-i1ncome kids. And what 1 mean by
that 1s intuitively when we think about
addressing poverty, we think, okay, 1f
we want to address poverty, we need to
divert our resources and focus our
resources on kids who are iIn poverty.
What gets missed i1s when you
look at the number of Black people who
are currently moving out of the middle
class 1nto poverty and you contrast
that with the number of people who are
moving out of poverty into the middle
class, you have more people moving out
of the middle class and into poverty.
When you focus all of your
resources only on people once they"re
In poverty, you actually contribute to
poverty like you"ve contributed to an

unsolvable problem because you®re not
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helping people remain in the middle
class.

A lot of the funding In terms
of OST programs only help kids once
they"re below that income threshold.
There isn"t a lot that"s there to help
the middle class kid remain middle
class. So when we have these
conversations around poverty and fixing
poverty, we"re never going to fTix
poverty i1f we don"t address that. So
that®"s all | have to say. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much and thank you so much for
your work. We really appreciate it.

MR. MOBLEY: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
evening.

MR. JOHNSON: Chairwoman Gym,
Councilmember Thomas, thank you for
inviting my testimony. My name 1is
Michael Johnson. 1"m an 1l-year
veteran teacher in the School District
of Philadelphia. 1 currently teach

physics, engineering and robotics at
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Central High School.

In addition, 1™m the
Executive Director of the Philadelphia
Robotics Coalition which i1s a nonprofit
organization founded in 2016 to support
robotics programs for Philadelphia
public school students. 1"m coming
before you today to discuss the
importance of funding afterschool
robotics programs to prepare
Philadelphia®s children, particularly
children of color and from low-income
communities for job opportunities in
the growing STEM fields.

I"ve seen firsthand how
hands-on educational experiences like
robotics competitions inspire students
to pursue careers iIn STEM and to study
engineering and related fields. These
perhaps are more than just about
burlding robots. Students help manage
and market a large organization giving
them important leadership experiences.

The discipline and focus

required to build a robot and develop a
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successful strategy to compete is
exactly the type of drive required to
succeed on the basketball court or the
football field.

As with athletics, students
competing in robotics learn much more
than the technical skills of their
activity. They also learn to work as a
member of a team, to rely on their
teammates and to be reliable and
accountable to their peers in return.

And unlike athletics,
robotics i1s a sport where every student
can go pro. For many of my students
who will go on to become the first
members of their families to attend
college, our team inspires a love of
engineering and science.

And even before graduation,
participation in robotics connects
students with paid engineering
internships opportunities both during
the school year and during the summer.
And In these iInternships, students

learn new skills and they also start to
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burld a professional network.

The wide-ranging budget cuts
in the first half of the last decade
caused the School District to withdraw
all financial support for robotics
programming. From 2013 to 2016, we saw
massive turnover with three-quarters of
Philadelphia®s high school robotics
team folding 1In those three years.

We founded the Philadelphia
Robotics Coalition In 2016 to reverse
that trend of team closure. Our
nonprofit received initial funding from
the Newberry Family Foundation and we
formed strategic partnerships with the
Navy to provide mentorship to the
teams. We also partnered with the
School District to apply for a grant
under Governor Wolf®s PA Smart Program,
which 1s a workforce development
initiative.

This year the Philadelphia
Robotics Coalition provides direct
financial support and mentorship to 30

teams serving Philadelphia public high
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school students, and an additional 46
District elementary and middle school
teams receive funding through that PA
Smart grant.

Now, throughout the process
we"ve been careful to ensure equitable
access focusing our growth on schools
that serve communities of color and
low-i1ncome neighborhoods. This year®s
high school rookie teams are Ben
Franklin High School, Constitution
High School, Furness High School, High
School of the Future and Strawberry
Mansion High School.

Just ran the numbers today.
This year one-quarter of Philadelphia
neighborhood schools have a robotics
team and one-third of Philadelphia
public high schools 1n general have a
robotics team.

Now, despite that progress
over the last four years, we"re lacking
consistent reliable funding from the
City to ensure these successful and

proven programs can continue to thrive
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and grow in the future. So I"m here to
ask you to consider robotics
programming as part of the OST puzzle
to offer students opportunities to
build their tech skills.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Great.
Thank you all so much. 1 can"t tell
you how much i1t means to have this
panel come forward and just share your
expertise and the quality of work that
you do with your programs.

I had a couple of very quick
questions. Ms. Townsend, could you
just clarify, 1 think your testimony
said that college students are included
in the PYN summer jobs program; is that
correct or not?

MS. FULMORE-TOWNSEND: We
support young people who are between
the ages of 12 to 24. They are
typically not in college.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Okay.

MS. FULMORE-TOWNSEND:
Separately, the organization does hire

students who are iIn college to function
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In our seasonal positions.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Are there
some thoughts about why not college
youth or is it reaching other young
people? Was there some thinking about
that?

MS. FULMORE-TOWNSEND: A few
things, so we have fTive different
program models and none of them are
exclusive appropriately developmentally
for college students. So we have a
career exposure program that iIs more
focused towards younger youth, ages 12
to 24 and youth who"ve had little to no
work experience.

We have a traditional summer
job and internship model as well as
service learning model. So we
typically just have not had enough
funding to extend the age to college
programming. We also focus exclusively
on allowing access to high school
students to iInternships that they would
not traditionally have access for.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes. And
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I really have appreciated your
development of that tiered model so
that different employers are partners
that you have can see a range or
participate in a range of exposure for
young people and 1 think that"s really
appreciated. Thank you very much.

And, Mr. Johnson, thank you
for your work around robotics. | know
that 1 came out early on very
distressed about the loss that we saw,
and I think you mentioned that i1t was
three-quarters of District schools lost
robotics during the school budget
crisis. And so, where are we relative
to that currently?

MR. JOHNSON: So we two years
ago got back to the level of teams that
we had. So the peak In 2013 was 24
teams. It was down to 16. We"re back
now up at 30 in public high schools.
And so, we have made up that loss.

And now, as | said our focus
Is on making sure that these programs

are opening up iIn neighborhood schools
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in addition to the special admin
schools.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And 1 know
that a lot of that has come through a
shared level of personal will and
determination on your behalf to make
sure that all these schools would come
back online. And unfortunately, a lot
of 1t was done through private funding.
And as the City considers i1ts
investments across the board, programs
like yourself and Coded by Kids, what a
wonderful program and we"ve welcomed
you into City Hall and we"re just
really grateful for those types of
programs, and should be under
consideration for future OST expansion,
so thank you very much. The Chair
recognizes Councilman Thomas.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you, Charrwoman. Thank you. This i1s a
phenomenal panel. The work that you do
as far as training our young people to
be prepared for the next generation of

jobs 1s a thankless job and we
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appreciate 1t.

Just one question because |
know we have to move on, PYN currently
right now, i1t has always been more
difficult for high school students to
complete an application to get a job in
the summertime than an employee in the
City of Philadelphia to complete an
application and be hired by the City.

While 1 know that application
process 1Is very tedious, | understand
the 1mportance of every single step
that"s i1nvolved in that application
process and because that application
process 1s so tedious, often young
people need an adult to help them
through that process. Can you talk to
us a little bit about the steps that
PYN has taken to assure that adults are
in place to support the young people
across the City of Philadelphia so that
when they do want that opportunity to
be employed through PYN, there®"s an
adult that"s somewhere that"s within

their wherewithal to help them complete
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that application?

MS. FULMORE-TOWNSEND: Sure.
Thank you for that. | think the
reality 1s that applying for a job can
be complicated and we want young people
to understand the steps and the process
so that they cannot just succeed at
applying for a work ready job, but they
can learn what 1t takes to apply for
any job, and that"s about empowering
them, that"s about educating them and
that"s about being confident that they
know the steps and the process.

So to ensure that adults are
equipped to support them, we"ve done a
couple of things that I think are
really important. One, we launched a
new website called workready.org which
now combines all the information and
outlines the steps or the stages iIn the
process. So i1f you want to apply for
WorkReady, you can go to the same place
workready.org. |If you want to host an
intern or hire an iIntern, you can also

go to the same place.
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Secondly, we have increased
our materials. We"ve coordinated with
the City of Philadelphia, Philadelphia
Works as well to streamline the
messaging so that all outlets are
receiving the same message iIn a
simplified way. Thirdly, we"ve
expanded a number of WorkReady
providers this year so we have 35 new
providers into this system and we are
hosting several trainings and webinars
to walk through the stages of the
process.

We"re also publicizing the
things that young people and their
parents can do to get ready to apply
and those things are secure your work
permit, identify your vital
documentation and make sure that you
have an email address because that"s
needed for the communication process.
So we"re taking a multi-staged
approach.

We"ve also been meeting with

City Councilmembers so that they can
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share the information with their
constituents. So we are really trying
really diligently to demystify the
steps and the process and educate as
many applicants as possible.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Very good.
Thank you very much and thank you so
much to this panel. To our audience,
we are going to take a brief

five-minute break and we will be right

back 1n chambers and moving on with the

rest of our witnesses and speakers.
Thank you very much.
(Brief recess.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Before we
get started on the hearing and we want
to welcome everybody back -- folks, we
are going to need to get started. IT
folks are leaving, you can exit
quietly. And for everybody else who"s
staying, we are going to resume

testimony on Resolution No. 200130.

And will the Clerk please call the next

panel on this resolution?

THE CLERK: Christine Caputo,
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Kahla Hayes, Armani Moore, Yaricelis
Alfonso.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
evening. And, folks, we need i1t quiet
in the chambers, please. So i1f you
could exit quietly, that will allow the
people who are here to testify. First
of all, thank you very much to all of
you for your patience and we welcome
you to our Council chambers.

(Panel approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
evening. We welcome you to our Council
chambers. So i1f you could just
introduce yourself into the microphone,
state your name and then you can
proceed with your testimony.

MS. MONROE: Who me?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: We"re
going to go down the line so why don"t
we have this young woman in white here.
Hello. Welcome.

MS. HAYES: Good evening.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
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evening.

MS. HAYES: My name is Kahla
Hayes. 1"m a senior at Sankofa Freedom
Academy Charter School which i1s a
Freedom School i1n the City of
Philadelphia. 1 started going to
Sankofa during my 10th grade year in
2017. Before | started, I wasn"t the
scholar that 1 am today.

I got suspended nearly every
two weeks because of my constant
fighting and disrespectfulness. My
work ethic was really poor and I didn"t
care about school anymore. 1 just
wanted to have fun and do whatever |1
wanted. Once 1 started going to
Sankofa, my perspective on life changed
and education.

I became more involved iIn
school activities and even in community
service. At Sankofa they make i1t their
duty to make sure their students are
connected to their community in doing
service. | participated In many

volunteer works. But one event that
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impacted how I see myself and how
others see me is when I found the
Kensington community on Thanksgiving.

It was a short-term goal of
mine to do so. And once I finally got
the chance, I took i1t and i1t made me
feel more of a person than 1 already
was. Feeding and talking to them made
me feel good. Sort of like 1 made a
difference i1n their lives that day.

It also helped me realize
that just because these people are
homeless or on drugs, they are still
people who do the same things that | do
and still have feelings. Participating
in this helped me view people
differently and to also help me mature.

IT 1t wasn"t for Sankofa, 1
wouldn®"t be the scholar that I am
today. This scholar who 1s now
determined to be successful has 34
college acceptances and over $520,000
in scholarships, President of Student
Government Association along with many

other awards and honors. Today I"m
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here to ask you to fund and continue to
fund the programs that are iIn my
school, including other Freedom Schools
in Philadelphia because of the impact
It has made on my life and hopefully
many more lives to come.

By these programs receiving
funds, 1t will help young people to
experience most things kids in other
public schools don*"t. It will also
help them build their character along
with receiving scholarships and other
positive outcomes. 1 am hopeful that
we can expand our Thanksgiving drive to
different parts of Philadelphia and
even other types of community service
outside of the United States with the
support of the City Council.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
so much, Ms. Hayes. It was wonderful
to hear you. Good afternoon/evening.
IT you would like to introduce yourself
and please testify and you can proceed.

MS. MONROE: My name iIs --

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Can you
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just pull the microphone right in front
you. You can speak right into the
microphone.

MS. MONROE: My name 1is
Armani.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Perfect.
Welcome. Can you say your first and
last name?

MS. MONROE: Armani Monroe.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Great.
Thank you.

MS. MONROE: And read this?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes,
please.

MS. MONROE: This place, this
space, OST and me. Dear OST, you have
been a place where 1 could feel safe.
You provided space for me to learn to
grow. You have taught me things I did
not know. Because you"re here, | must
attest that 1"m striving harder to do
and be my best.

It wasn"t too long ago that
you didn"t exist, but you were

certainly on my wish list. It seems so
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sudden that one day you appeared and 1
have to say I am so glad that you are
here. No longer do 1 have to bury my
head 1n the T.V. watching programs that
add no value to me.

It"s because of you that I
now have something sensible to do with
my time and | am grateful it hasn"t
cost my family a dime. My mom no
longer has to worry about what"s going
on because she knows 1"m safe and not
home alone.

I"m surrounded by adults who
care about me. They encourage me to
act responsibly. 1 learn new things
every day. You teach me things my
parents said the system took away.
Things like cursive writing and cooking
are really, really fun. Without you,
OST, I couldn®t have either one.

IT you stop by on an ordinary
day, you will see me dancing, doing
yoga and playing tennis too. By the
end of the year, I will be ready to

challenge you. Whatever that activity
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may be, 1"m truly becoming a better me,
building my confidence, developing my
character and learning much needed life
skills.

I hear Ms. Theresa saying be
responsible. Yes, Ms. Theresa, we know
the drill. Where else would 1 get help
with my homework and review math
skills. 1 certainly wouldn®"t do 1t on
my own free will. Ms. Jasmine is
always nice to me even though she
constantly reminds me, take
responsibility for my actions, be
conscious of my Interactions and not to
let the boys be a distraction.

She actually made me consider
college as 1 now understand how
important 1t Is to get more knowledge.
Ms. Q is really cool too. She is too
sweet and she generally tells me what
not to do. So, OST, I"m grateful you
exist. |If you didn*"t, I would probably
be lost In the mix.

Here at Alaine Lockam, you

have a success story to tell. 1 hope
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knowing this help all you sleep well.
To Mayor Kenney and Dr. Hite, 1 thank
you both for fighting such a good
fight.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: That"s
wonderful. Thank you so much,

Ms. Moore. Just one moment. Before we
proceed, i1s there any other student who
had wanted to speak? We just want to
make sure that any other student has a
chance to speak before we get too late
in time. So If you just want to come
forward for any young person who"s
going to speak.

Councilmember Thomas, you
wanted to say something really quick
before --

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Yes, real
quick. So thank you. That was amazing
testimony, but you spoke about this
person in your life. What was that
name that you said?

MS. MONROE: (Inaudible.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Can you

speak into the microphone?
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MS. MONROE: Ms. Jasmine.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Is
Ms. Jasmine here?

MS. MONROE: Yes.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank
you, Ms. Jasmine. We appreciate you.
We just wanted to know who you were.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
and you may proceed with your
testimony.

MS. MONROE: (Inaudible.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Are you
finished, Ms. Moore? You“re okay?

MS. MONROE: (Nodding head.)

COUNCILMAN GYM: You can stay
right there for a moment.

MS. CAPUTO: Two minutes.
I*"m Christine Caputo, Chief of Youth
Services of Programs at the Free
Library of Philadelphia. [I"m here on
behalf of Siobhan Reardon, who had to
leave to go to an event at the Logan
Library.

I first would like to
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acknowledge the young ladies up here
who had done a wonderful job 1iIn
expressing their experiences i1n their
Out-of-School Time program. Thank you
all very much for sharing that.

The Free Library has a host
of afterschool programs and summer
programs that we also offer and hope
that our young people also gain the
same kinds of experiences that these
two young women also shared with us
today.

Our afterschool program LEAP,
the Literacy Enrichment Afterschool
Program, has been around for about 30
years and provides a safe space for
children after school for all ages, K
through 12th grade. We offer STEAM and
Maker programs, afterschool homework
help and other activities.

But one of the most important
things that we do i1s we really follow
the voice of the youth so that they can
decide what they"re interested in, what

they want to learn and we help them to
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do that. We sort of call i1t failing
forward so that students can try things
through trial and error and be able to
learn from that with low risk.

There®s no grades. There"s
no angst or anger about any kind of
failures so we really do support
children In learning informally after
school. Another big part of our
afterschool program is our teen and
youth hiring program for high school
students where we hire about 150
students to work at libraries across
the City.

We provide positive youth
development opportunities and
experiences, professional development,
personal development, college and
career path prep for all of our
students. And about all of the
students we"re proud to say graduate
from high school and a majority of them
go on to higher education or additional
training.

In addition, we have our
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summer reading program which 1is
celebrating the 100th anniversary this
summer, where we reach tens of
thousands of students to encourage them
to read and learn over the summertime
at libraries and In communities through
partnerships with other City
departments and community
organizations.

We are really proud to be
committed to teens and tweens at the
library, including our newly opened
Tfield teen center at the Parkway
Central Library, where we have a poetry
slam and 1f you come Friday afternoons,
you can participate and see a host of
teens doing some really amazing poems
like we heard today.

All of our libraries really
support young people and youth after
school and we really thank you for
allowing us to testify today.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you.
Hello. How are you? Welcome. Could

you tell us your name?
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MS. ALFONSO: Yaricelis
Alfonso.
COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Wondertful.

Welcome. And would you like to

testify?

MS. ALFONSO: Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: You may
proceed.

MS. ALFONSO: My name 1s
Yaricelis Alfonso. [I"m In the 4th
grade at William Cramp School. 1 go to

Centro every day after school and on
Saturdays | take my dance class. 1
go —- 1 like going to Centro because
they help me with my homework and my
teacher Ms. Yvonne is fun. She plays
with us and 1 like when we do
interesting projects like the one we"re
doing right now, building robots.

My favorite memory at Centro
Is when | went to the Puerto Rican Day
parade and we won first place. | also
like going to summer camp because we go
on trips every week and to the pool

every day. The best thing 1 liked the
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past summer is when we went to the
Centro garden and seen the plants and
the vegetables grow. |1 picked tomatoes
and peppers and 1 gave them to the
cooking teacher. 1 love Centro.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Aw, thank
you. Well, Yaricelis, Kahla and
Armani, 1t"s such a pleasure to have
you. | know 1t"s been a long day, but
I can"t tell you what it means to have
you three young women come on at this
time period. It just reminds us about
why we"re here.

This City 1Is supposed to be
built for all of you and we"re working
each and every day to expand
opportunities to make you feel like
your creativity, your poetry, your love
for your teachers, your love for
cooking and sports and poetry and music
and art i1s everything that you should
be consumed with.

Childhood 1s about joy.
Childhood 1s about pursuing what you

love. 1It"s about finding people who
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can show you what you love and how to
do 1t even better and you remind us of
why this work i1s so important. And
when we determine how much money we
spend on these types of programs, we"re
actually talking about your lives, your
dreams.

And I just want to thank the
three of you especially for being here
and spending all your time and taking
the time to write and speak so
beautifully to this work, so thank you
very much and we really appreciate you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you.
Thank you, ladies. Will the Clerk
please call the next panel up?

THE CLERK: Deonda Logan,
Jasmine Walker and Catherine Cahill.

(Panel approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Wonderful.
And 1f there is anyone else who 1s here
to testify on Resolution 200130, i1f you

could just come to these front seats so
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that we know that you"re here to
testify. Good evening. Welcome.
Thank you for being so patient. We so
appreciate your being here tonight and
welcome you. So iIf you can just speak
your name into the microphone and
please proceed with your testimony.

MS. WALKER: Good evening.
My name is Jasmine Walker. 1"m with
Episcopal Community Service and we have
OST programming. Episcopal Community
Service has been working with the City
of Philadelphia to bring OST
programming to the youth for 19 years.

ECS OST proudly boasts seven
elementary programs and three middle
school programs. Specifically in the
Feltonville and Olney area, we serve
over 30 demographics. In November of
2019, ECS celebrated i1ts one-year
anniversary of Out-of-School Time
programming at Alain Locke Community
School.

During this time, we created

a culture for afterschool programming
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within the community. With a
foundation based on continuous quality
improvement, the City of Philadelphia
Office of Children and Families has
been extremely supportive In our
planning and implementation process.

Recently I had the pleasure
of attending two M3 parties, elementary
and middle school. M3 stands for
Making Meaning of Multiple Data Sats.
The M3 party gave us the opportunity to
look at various data collections all in
the areas of attendance and quality.

From the data, we are able to
create action plans to strengthen our
program. With all the new Initiatives
for education popping up iIn
Philadelphia, ECS OST has been
overwhelmed with resources, whether
there has been resources for the
literacy from the Free Library of
Philadelphia or through support extra-
curricular activities from Philadelphia
Youth Sports Collaborative. The

support from outside partners has been
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amazing.

In the summer we were
fortunate enough to partner with the
Free Library for our elementary school
program with the Read by 4th
initiative. We were granted over 100
books for the program. And in November
of 2019, the middle school OST program
hosted a career fair, where students
heard firsthand from professional and
traditional and nontraditional career
paths.

As an organization, each year
ECS offers an opportunity to attend the
high school fair. This year was the
first year Alain Locke was partnered
with ASAP afterschool activity
partnership. Through this partnership
we were able to offer debate and drama
club for our students.

EAT RIGHT NOW has been a
strong partner since the very
beginning. Especially with the new
health and safety guidelines iIn the

City, we are able to offer healthy

Page 235

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Children and Youth
March 11, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

eating options for our youth. On the
25th on this month, OST will be hosting
an opportunity fair at Alain Locke.
This will be an opportunity for career
readiness with our middle school
program, but also beneficial for the
parents and community.

We will be inviting various
workforce development program such as
ECS"s own mindset program at Lincoln
Tech Philadelphia campus. With the new
increase iIn funding per slot, we were
able to make incredible changes to our
OST program and with ECS. We were able
to bring an additional 40 students. In
addition to the slots being added, we
were able to bring an additional
consultants such as I11Style Peace and
Productions who offered dance
instruction. And with the additional
funding, we were also able to
supplement our social and emotional
learning with a new curricullum.

Today 1 sit before you as a

product of OST formerly known as the
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Beacon Program. Like many of my
friends growing up, my mother had to
work a 9:00 to 5:00. For me being iIn
the OST program, it was a safe haven.
Education has always been 1n my family.

OST helped me solidify what 1
wanted my career path to be. 1 noticed
that working in OST there was no limits
on how you could educate the youth.
Now, I"m a proud program member for OST
at Locke. My journey at OST has come
full circle and each day I see the
youth and I"m reminded that 1 took the
right path. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Wonderful.
Thank you very much. If you would like
to speak your name into the record and
then please proceed with your
testimony.

MS. LOZADA: Excuse me.
She"s one of the parents iIn Centro
Nueva Creacion afterschool program at
William Elementary School.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1T you
could just identify yourself.
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MS. LOZADA: My name 1is
Maribel Lozada. [I"m the Executive
Director of Centro"s Nueva Creacion,
afterschool program.

MS. HESTER: 1"m Ms. Marisol
Adames® i1nterpreter.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Okay.
Ms. Walker, would you mind, and then
we" 1l have you -- 1T you could just
repeat what you said and just repeat it
into the record again so you can
identify yourself.

MS. HESTER: Yes, I™m
Catherine Hester, the interpreter for
Ms. Adames.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Marisol,
please.

MS. ADAMES: My name 1is
Marisol Adames. | have a daughter who
has attended the Centro Neuva Creacion
for three years now. She started in
kindergarten. She"s iIn 2nd grade now
and I"m a working mother who works long
hours often and the Center offers

activities and help with homework.
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It"s a weight off me because
I don"t have to pay for the services.
It helps me a lot because 1t"s so
economical. The Center gives me a lot
of peace of mind because i1t"s a safe
place that my daughter can be safe.

And she"s with responsible people who
make sure that she finishes her
homework.

I speak Spanish and can"t
help her with her homework. The Center
has also given her a structure for
becoming more self-disciplined and
motivated with regard to doing her own
homework. She®s improved a lot
academically and she®s achieving more
in school because she®s learned so much
in the program with regards to
understanding math, reading mastery and
doing craft projects in social studies
and science.

I*"m very grateful for the
program and | hope that the government
will give more support to these

programs because they"re very
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beneficial to families with limited
resources. |If there weren®"t programs
like the Center, many parents would
have to stop working because of the
cost of afterschool programs. Programs
like the Center are unique and they do
help poor and working people to keep
working and providing for their
families their daily bread. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
so much. Good evening and welcome.

MS. LOGAN: Good evening,
esteemed Councilpersons Gym and Thomas.
Thank you so much for the honor of
speaking before you today concerning
our OST programs. My name is Deonda
Logan and 1*m the very, very proud
principal of Cramp Elementary School.

A school located in the lower
Kensington area often described as the
Badlands, as the epicenter of the drug
crisis, but perhaps more importantly
It"s described by our school community
as a fTierce proud school community that

refuses to be defined simply by our
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demographics.

Equally proud are the school
community of our thriving OST programs.
We have Centro Neuva Creacion, New
Creation, and the Philly Reading Coach
Program, PRC. Each serves a vital
articulated school and community need.
Not only do they provide the kind of
safe, nurturing afterschool environment
that parents and family desire for
their children, but they also fulfill a
critical academic cultural and social
needs.

In our six years with
partnering with Centro and over three
years with PRC, each has consistently
demonstrated excellence constantly
going above and beyond for the students
and families. Our OST partners play a
critical role 1In contributing to our
students® academic achievement.

As you heard from both our
parent and from our student, Centro
provides an amalgamated academic

support, homework help, tutoring,
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reading and other fun learning
activities, many of i1t 1In the
performing arts. They live their
stated mission of promoting resilience
in Cramp®s students via educational
enrichment, engagement with the arts,
including photography, poetry and
celebrating Latino cultures through
dancing, through music, through palana
which 1s drumming and the art.

They espouse a holistic
approach to education. Embracing that
helping all students to find their
identity, meaning and purpose in life
through making connections through
their local community. As such,
students not only receive academic
support, but perhaps equally important
they are civically engaged and
culturally engaged via living
experiences that promote their success
both 1n and out of school.

For our second partner PRC,
they combine early reading support,

access to books, community support to
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boost reading skills for our
kindergarten through 3rd graders in a
fun engaging child-centered activities
that build reading skills.

One of their outstanding
signature components of PRC 1s that
every child receives 25 free books to
take home and keep. This Is so
important because In our community
there i1s a free library, but i1t"s not
easily accessible by our parents. So
iIt"s important that they have the
capacity to build their own home
libraries.

Parents and teachers both
report and our data shows an alignment
between having books, being in the PRC
program and rising reading levels.
Quantitatively, the rapturous looks on
our students® faces as they"re being
read to by St. Joseph University
students and other volunteers 1is
priceless.

To say that our incredible

Out-of-School Time programs are
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critically important to each and every
one of our students iIs a vast
understatement. Each of our partners
collaboratively ensure that all of our
students, and these are our children,
receive a stellar, nurturing
holistically grounded learning
experience that extends beyond the
school day.

Each program serves as a
continuum of learning opportunities and
positive life experience during OST,
for that and for many, many more
reasons including the college and
career connection. And as | reflected
on the hearing that preceded this and I
listened to those heartwrenching,
heartbreaking stories about children
who have had outcomes that we don"t
want for our own children or for any
children, 1"m reminded that several of
the speakers talked about the
importance of children having
consistent, caring, positive role

models 1in their lives on a daily basis.
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That"s what these programs provide.

Both PRC and Centro, they
exceed that benchmark. The care and
love and devotion that they show every
student i1s unparalleled. And for that,
we are very grateful as well. Thank
you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
so much, Principal Logan, and thank you
for your incredible work. Good evening
and thank you for being so patient.

MS. LOZADA: Thank you. Like
I said before and thank you for letting
me speak, my name is Maribel Lozada,
the Director for Centro Nueva Creacion.
I am very delighted to work alongside
Ms. Logan in partnership with her to
provide the best services for our
children In the Fair Hills section of
North Philadelphia.

Centro Nueva Creacion was
created i1n 1994, so that makes i1t 26
years of service to this section of
Philadelphia. We have been working

with Willitam Cramp in partner with this
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school and Ms. Logan for 10 years or
so. And during that time that we have
been there, we have provided the
following services: We"ve run an
afterschool program that is run from
3:00 to 6:00 Monday through Friday and
a summer program that runs from

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday which is a very long day. And
after that our group leaders are
exhausted.

Some of the enriching
activities that we engage in,
activities we provide to the students
at no charge to them are sports such as
soccer, in collaboration with the
Kensington Soccer Club and other
enriching activities by our group
leaders, reading enrichment in
partnership with the Philly Reading
Coaches, playing the drums with master
percussionist Emma Rodriguez,
traditional and popular dance classes
taught by local and visiting artists,

photography classes under the
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instruction of a professional
photographer, healthy habit classes
with the help of Philadelphia Health
Promotion Council and medical students
from Drexel University"s Bridging the
Gap program, gardening classes with a
local community gardener, art classes
with a local artist, science and social
studies lessons facilitated by our
group leader, homework assistance and
trips to places of interest.

1"d like to add also that one
of the experiences we had one summer
was that one of the group leaders put
together a play based on Romeo and
Juliet, the Shakespeare play. And this
play, the teacher gave i1t a Latino
twist and also a scientific twist
because i1t was about health.

Rogelio and Juanita told the
story about two star-crossed lovers,
Rogelio was an immune cell and Juanita
was the bacteria. And as the name
suggests, the teacher and students gave

the play -- yeah, | said that already.
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The play allowed the teacher and the
students to pay homage to the culture
while learning about the relationship
between the body"s iImmune system and
bacterial invaders.

The play i1s just one of the
many things that we do at Centro. This
past year we have enjoyed bringing even
more fantastic things to the program
and to students and families. Thank
you to the transition to hassle-free
funding. Funding under the new
out-of-school contract has given
Centro"s office staff peace of mind
knowing that no longer we have to have
parents pay weekly fees.

We i1ncreased the funding.

The increase of funding of salary of
our group leaders have jumped from
$12.20 to $15 per hour and we thank the
Office of Families and Children. With
that, we have been able to acquire more
books for our literacy efforts and we
have been able to buy better equipment

for our students.
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We also would like to thank
PHMC, Philadelphia Health Management --
the Public Health Management
Corporation because they are the ones
that monitor our efforts In trying to
achieve the best for our children in
Philadelphia.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you.
Thank you very much.

MS. LOZADA: You"re welcome.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM:= 1 want to
thank Executive Director Lozada-
Arzuaga. And, Principal Logan, 1 know
that your day probably started at least
11 hours ago, so I know this has been a
really long day and we really, really
appreciate 1t.

It"s been a pleasure to work
with Principal Logan directly, to
welcome us to the table and to be such
a wonderful partner through our
community schools program and through
the Water Fountains Clean Water program
and all of that. But you are truly a

shining example and thank you so much.
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Ms. Adames, thank you for
being here and testifying. We really
appreciate your presence here and your
words.

MS. LOGAN: Thank you for
having us.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1Is there
anyone else here to testify on this
Resolution? Okay. Great. You can
just come forward.

(Witness approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1Is there
anyone else?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: We have to
exit as close to 6 o"clock as we can,
SO we appreciate your testimony in
being here. But 1If you could introduce
yourself and keep i1t brief and proceed
with your testimony.

MS. DEVINE: Thank you. |
appreciate the opportunity. My name 1is
Beth Devine. [I"m the Executive

Director of the Philadelphia Youth
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Sports Collaborative. We work with 46
member organizations in the area of
sports-based youth development in the
out-of-school space and we serve over
50,000 kids.

A quick distinction, sports-
based youth development i1s youth
programming that"s designed
specifically to youth sport as a hook
to get kids into supportive educational
situations, particularly delivered by
trained coach mentors in
safe-structured environments.

I think what became obvious
today i1s that this work, all of 1t, no
matter how it"s delivered or what the
medium Is, IS Important and essential
In supporting our youth and In creating
strong children as they grow up and
connecting them to opportunities.

The research for sports shows
that sports is really well-positioned
to support long-term mental and
physical health outcomes because of the

coach relationship, the coach-mentor
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relationship with the child, the skill
work and the skill-building, the
confidence-building.

And what research shows 1is
that sports i1s uniquely positioned to
heal youth who have experienced trauma.
And 1t i1s particularly effective in
combating -- we"re iIn a really amazing
time 1In the City of Philadelphia
because we have partners across the
City and across the Administration who
see the value not only 1n out-of-school
time but also see the value In sports-
based youth development.

Our organization has aligned
partners and is doing work currently
with the School District of
Philadelphia on an intramural K to 5
program in 14 schools, the Department
of Health and the DHS OST program and
we"re starting new work with Parks and
Rec.

And our goal all together 1is
to reach any child, any interested

child 1n any neighborhood who is
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interested i1In participating in sports-
based youth development. Right now our
members serve those 50,000 kids in
every single zip code of the City.

And 1 think what became
glaringly obvious today is sometimes we
don®"t support the obvious. It is
important that all OST continue to grow
and continue to reach additional
children, and we"re just here to
advocate and ask for more and better.
And we"re also here to ask that we take
this opportunity to support growth iIn
access i1n quality for all of these
programs. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
so much. We really appreciate 1t. 1
think people staying this long to talk
about out-of-school time is really a
testimony to how important and how
meaningful it 1s. This i1s also a
reminder that Children and Youth
Committee was created for the very
first time five years ago, and we have

been on the warpath to make sure that
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it 1s one of the fiercest committees
that deals with equity, justice across
neighborhoods and communities. It
deals directly with families and young
people®s lives.

It touches on institutions
like our court system, like our
juvenile justice system, our child
welfare system, our School District of
Philadelphia but 1t also has joyful
opportunities as well to iIntersect with
some of the wonderful organizations
such as yours, the Philadelphia Youth
Sports Collaborative, which 1s a
wonderful organization expanding
opportunities to young people. So I
just want to thank you for taking the
time to put In your testimony.

And as we conclude, 1 just
want to once again repeat 1t there's
anyone else here to testify, 1Tt you
could come forward.

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Seeing

none, | would love for, Councilmember
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Thomas, 1T you had any concluding
thoughts on this hearing.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: 1 just
want to thank everybody for
participating in this hearing today in
discussing this important issue. |1
think we were able to get a lot of
great testimony, a lot of dialogue and
a lot of narratives. But we also know
that we have a lot of work to do.

I also want to give a sincere
and special thank you to the Mayor®s
Administration. Councilman Johnson in
the first part of our hearing
complained a little bit about the fact
that police officers left without
listening to the testimony of folks.

My colleague to my right just
talked about the importance of people
who stayed here three and four hours
just for their testimony to be heard
because they recognize the importance
of this i1ssue. What 1 also want to
thank people who stayed here three and

four hours to listen to all the
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testimony because you too recognize the
importance of the issue, including our
Deputy Mayor who has been here from

2 o"clock straight through until about
6 o"clock right now.

So thank you all. We
appreciate your ear. We appreciate
your energy and your advocacy. We
appreciate the people who are on the
ground doing the work and we are
excited to collaborate and to continue
to improve the services that we offer
children all across the City of
Philadelphia. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much, Councilmember Thomas. This
concludes the public hearing before the
Committee on Children and Youth today.
Thank you all very much for your
attendance.

(Committee on Children and

Youth concluded at 6:05 p.m.)
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I, hereby certify that the
proceedings and evidence noted are contained
fully and accurately i1In the stenographic
notes taken by me in the foregoing matter,
and this 1s a correct transcript of the

same.

Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproduction of the same by any means,
unless under the direct control and/or

supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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