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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Good
morning, everyone. Good morning,
everyone. This hearing is called to
order. This 1s a public hearing of the
Committee on Legislative Oversight and
the Environment. 1"m Councilman
Kenyatta Johnson, Chair of the
Legislative Oversight Committee and I™m
here with Blondell Reynolds Brown,
Chair of the Environmental Committee.
I"m also joined with Councilwoman Helen
Gym and we will now start the hearing.

Will the Clerk please read
the title of the resolution?

THE CLERK: Authorizing the
Committees on Environment and
Legislative Oversight to hold joint
hearings to assess options for the
future of the refinery complex owned by
Philadelphia Energy Solutions.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I will
now acknowledge Chair of the
Environmental Committee, Councilwoman

Blondell Reynolds Brown.
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COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Good morning, good morning, good
morning, good morning.

THE AUDIENCE: Good morning.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Today i1s Friday, November 22nd and is
the time established by the
Philadelphia Energy Solutions for a
proposal on the future of the former
refinery site. As everyone on this
Committee knows and those listening,
the future of this site has the
attention of thousands of Philadelphia
residents, that includes children,
families and citizens down in that
pocket of the City with strong
implications for the environment, the
health of nearby communities from clean
water to clean air and all of those
surrounding that facility including the
businesses and most importantly, the
labor force.

For the last 20 years, we
have seen several administrations and

dozens of Councilmembers work on bills,
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charter changes, City administrative
programs, funding sources and all of
the rest to protect this environment
and the health and welfare of our

citizens iIn that pocket of the City.

We must continue to be
intentional and strategic to ensure
that the long history of actions taken
by this body and the objectives of the
current Administration are done so In a
way that defend and protect the well-
being of all the citizens of
Philadelphia, most especially those in
that pocket of West and Southwest
Philadelphia represented by Councilman
Kenyatta Johnson and Councilwoman
Jannie Blackwell.

We also understand the fact
that PES has not been a good actor.
Our iInterest lies i1In how we conduct
what transpires going forward to move
the city of Philadelphia Into a greener
space, more environmentally friendly
that shows that we care about the

future, safety and welfare, all of the
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citizens across the City, but most
especially those down near that pocket
of Philadelphia.

In closing, one of my
favorite presidents John F. Kennedy
said 1t best and I quote, 1 look
forward to an America which will not be
afraid of grace and beauty, which will
protect the beauty of our natural
environment which will preserve the
great old American houses and squares
and parks of our national past, and
which will build handsome and balanced
cities for our future.

That 1s our objective as we
move forward, and 1 want to thank all
of those who are registering their
interest and concern around this
environmental issue. Thank you,

Mr. Charrman.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much. Will the Clerk please
call the first panel?

THE CLERK: Brian Abernathy,
Adam Thiel.
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(Panel approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Can you
just state your name for the record and
you can begin your testimony. Good
morning.

MR. ABERNATHY: Good morning.
Good morning, Chairs Johnson and
Reynolds Brown and Councilwoman Gym.
Thank you for the opportunity to
present testimony on Resolution No.
190676 regarding the future of the
refinery complex. My name is Brian
Abernathy. 1™"m the City"s Managing
Director, and joining me at the table
today i1s Adam Thiel, our Fire
Commissioner and Director of Emergency
Management. We also have
representatives from relevant operating
departments in this audience.

I have submitted detailed
written testimony that summarized the
history of the refinery, what happened
on the 21st, how the City has

approached the i1ssue In the past
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several months and a preview of the
conclusions contained In the report
that the Commissioner and 1 will be
releasing next week.

I will attempt to summarize
that testimony here. In the early
morning hours of June 21, 2019, a large
fire and a series of explosions
occurred at an alkylation unit in the
Girard Point portion of the refinery.
Thankfully, no one was seriously
injured as a result of the iIncident.
However, the incident and subsequent
announcement that PES would cease
operations concerned many and raised a
series of important questions: Is the
existing refinery safe? What are the
dangers and how are residents being
protected? What will happen to the
refinery workers and how can the
existing jobs be saved or replaced?
What 1s the economic impact to the
City, to the state and to the region of
the refinery closing? Does the

refinery and all the inherent risks
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associated with one belong in the
middle of such a densely populated
area? How is the pollution from the
site 1mpacting communities? What is
the relationship between the refinery
and those communities? How does the
refinery contribute to climate change
or fit into the long-term future of
energy? How economically sustainable
iIs the refinery in the long-term? How
can and how should the 1300-acre site
be used In the future? And what are
the current and future environmental
dangers and risks on the site and how
are they being addressed?

Mayor Kenney created the
Refinery Advisory Group so that we
could hear different perspectives about
those questions, including from those
most directly impacted by the refinery,
nearby residents and PES employees.
The Advisory Group created the
opportunity for concerned residents and
interests to their thoughts and

concerns directly with the City.

Page 8

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight

November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Commissioner Thiel and 1
chaired the Advisory Group which was
comprised of representatives from key
stakeholder groups from the community,
labor, business, academic and
environmental experts and the
government officials. These members
were chosen because they had different
experience with the refinery and the
ability to organize others to bring
forth information to share with the
City and members of the public.

Members with very different
points of view were deliberately chosen
to ensure that diverse opinions could
be organized and heard. The purpose of
the Advisory Group was not to make
policy or specific decisions, rather
Its mission was to organize a public
information gathering process through
which subject matter experts and key
stakeholders could present information
that they thought the City should
consider as the future of the refinery

site comes iInto a clearer focus.
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The Advisory Group organized
six public meetings, all of which were
well-attended in a community-based
setting. Materials and video of those
meetings are available online at
phila.gov/refinery as well. The City
1S synthesizing that information into a
report which will be available next
week and will provide an overview of
the various i1ssues influencing the
refinery site"s future, reflect on the
dominant themes raised from
stakeholders during the Advisory Group
process, and offer several
recommendations about how the City
should evaluate and respond to
proposals for how the site should be
used 1In the future.

The report will also contain
several recommendations that the City
should take to improve i1ts operations
going forward. 1t"s Important to
remember that there are limitations to
the City"s power and control. The

refinery is privately owned and 1t is
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in the middle of a bankruptcy
proceeding. Its short-term future will
be decided by Bankruptcy Court, not by
the City. However, the City has
entered an appearance of the bankruptcy
proceeding to stay informed and use our
limited influence to reach the most
favorable outcome for the City and its
residents.

While there are many
different perspectives and points of
view that were shared, most people
agreed on several things. People
should be kept safe and healthy. This
includes the health of the community
and 1ts workers. There should be high
quality jobs and job training available
for workers and community members. The
site should be cleaned up and there
should be ongoing monitoring.

Residents and taxpayers
should not bear the cost of remediation
and clean-up. There should be better
communication between management and

1ts workers, the landowner and the
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community and the City and the
community In between workers and
residents.

People also had differing
opinions on what should happen with the
site. The site should never be a
refinery again or the site should
absolutely be a refinery again. The
refinery is safe or the refinery is
toxic and dangerous. The site should
have homes on it or the site should
never have people living on it. The
City should seize the property or the
City should not seize the property.

The private sector should determine
what happens at the site or the
community should make that
determination. Portions of the site
should be made available for public use
or the site should remain primarily a
center for employment or private use.

Despite these different
opinions, members of the public,
including nearby neighbors and refinery

workers also seemed to agree on several
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requests to guide the future of the
refinery site. Make equity central to
use, development, hiring and community
engagement. Companies that cause
pollution should pay for all damages
and clean-up. The new site management
should work to repair trust between
workers and management, improve working
conditions and i1nvest in modern and
updated operations, including pollution
controls.

Work cooperatively with
unions i1n the workforce, including by
taking employees suggestions on how to
improve, modify and adjust operations.
Have a local hiring requirement from
the surrounding community. Hold
regular inspections and make the
results publicly available and
incorporate a more environmentally
friendly operation.

The City should also consider
being more involved in monitoring any
future use proposals and operations at

the site, making sure a new owner 1is
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better capitalized and iInvested in
long-term success. Pay for security
and testing i1f the site becomes vacant
for any extended period of time.
Explore re-zoning the land for another
use. Implementing stronger
environmental regulations and
compliance monitoring and banning or
more strictly regulating certain
hazardous materials.

We"ve also learned that the
refinery has made both positive and
negative contributions to Philadelphia
over 1ts long history. Its positive
impacts include that the refinery was a
significant contributor to
Philadelphia®s region®s economy.

Prior to June 21st, PES
directly employed approximately 1100
employees. According to economic
modeling performed by Econsult
Solutions, on a typical year the
refinery hired 1950 full-time
employees, including trades workers on

a typical -- with a total compensation
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of $237 million annually and spent $1.1
billion through 1ts vendors.

This economic activity 1iIs
estimated to support a total of 6300
jobs i1n Philadelphia with a total
annual compensation of $600 million and
a tax impact of approximately $30
million. While most of the PES site
has a KOZ designation, PES did enter
into a PILOT agreement with the City to
pay 110 percent of 1ts property tax
equivalent, approximately $1.25 million
annually that is split between the City
and the School District.

The refinery operated a
significant percentage, 28 percent, of
the East Coast®s refining capacity,
supplying fuels to a region that relies
heavily on fuels made elsewhere. The
refinery®"s negative impacts, however,
include the refinery i1s a significant
source of pollution.

The refinery 1s responsible
for approximately 9 percent of the

City"s fine particulate emissions and
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20 percent of greenhouse gas emissions.
It"s also the largest single emitter of
toxic air pollutants i1n the City,
generating more than 460,000 pounds of
toxic emissions annually.

The site i1s also impacted by
extensive soil and groundwater
contamination, which dates back many
decades. Sunoco retains responsibility
for dealing with soil and groundwater
contamination that occurred prior to
2012 and the site i1s enrolled i1in the
state"s Act 2 voluntary remediation
program.

The pollution emitted from
the refinery is a cause of health
concerns In surrounding communities.
These concerns were a dominant theme of
feedback we heard through the Advisory
Group process. Risk to public health
and safety are magnified by conducting
refining activities iIn densely
populated areas.

When 1t was first built, the

site was marsh and farm land. Today
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more than 113,000 people live within 1
mile of 1ts fence line. Though nearby
communities are home to a range of
different household incomes, the
majority or 77 percent of this
population Is minority and many are low
income.

Climate change i1s 1mpacted by
fossil fuel consumption and climate
change will 1mpact the refinery site.
Projections indicate that portions of
the refinery site due to 1ts low
elevation are very vulnerable to sea
level rise and flooding from iIncreased
severe weather events. Based on what
we have learned since June 21st, the
City will favor and encourage a future
of the refinery site that, one, puts
the public®"s safety as a top priority,
has a more positive impact on public
health and the environment than the
status quo has ever had, provide
significant long-term economic benefit
to Philadelphia and i1ts residents,

including through high quality, family-
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sustaining jobs, provides direct
community Investment and engages
meaningfully with surrounding
communities and provides for diverse
uses and activities on the 1300-acre
site.

Though the City lacks direct
power over determining the future of
the site, the City will likely be able
to exert some level of influence over
specific aspects of the site"s future,
whatever that future may be. For
example, there may be economic
incentives, infrastructures,
enhancements or other resources that
the City may be called upon to provide
for the site iIn the years ahead to
assist with 1ts future development. To
what extent the City responds to any
such requests will be determined by
whether, and to what extent, the future
uses support these values.

In addition to setting forth
these proposed values for evaluating

proposals for the site"s future, we are
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recommending that the City takes steps
to evaluate specific aspects of its
operations. The City will review its
air monitoring capabilities to make
sure 1t 1s designed to accurately
identify hazards and protect people
from them.

The City will explore
increased oversight and regulation of
HF and other chemicals. And for the
record, we do not want to see HF used
at this site iIn the future. The City
will review i1ts Hazmat response and
planning capabilities to make sure it
has the ability to respond to multiple
simultaneous events while also taking
steps to make sure communities are
better-informed and prepared for how to
respond to risks in their communities.

We will also recommend that
any future owners of the refinery site,
no matter how they use that site, take
the following steps to improve the
site"s 1mpact on I1ts surrounding

community, improve the site"s

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight

November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

environmental impacts through the
following: by development of clean and
renewable energy on the site to the
greatest extent possible, enhance air
pollution controls to reduce emissions
from the site and continue
environmental remediation of existing
soil and groundwater pollution,
continue operating the site"s
wastewater treatment systems to keep
pollution out of waterways and the
City"s infrastructure, plan for climate
resiliency and provide landscaping,
beautification and public amenities.

In addition to the landscaping, the
site"s permitter, public access should
also be encouraged through the site,
where appropriate, including by
allowing extension of the Schuylkill
River Trail southward.

Thank you once again for the
opportunity to testify about the
refinery and how we have approached the
many issues around it in recent months.

As you can see, this i1s a complex and
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nuance challenge. 1 also want to take
a moment to thank everyone who
participated 1n the Advisory Group
process. Your perspective was
extremely valuable and significantly
shaped the City"s perspective on the
future. We"re happy to answer any
questions. And i1n the meantime, I will
turn 1t over to Commissioner Thiel to
talk about the event on the 21st.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:
Commissioner Thiel, please state your
name for the record please and begin
your testimony.

MR. THIEL: Thank you. Good
morning, | am Adam Thiel, Fire
Commissioner and Director of Emergency
Management. | am pleased to provide
testimony on the iIncident and respond
to the fire and explosion that occurred
at the PES refinery in June of 2019.

On Friday, June 21, 2019 at
approximately 4:00 a.m., a major
explosion rocked the Girard Point

facility of the PES Refinery Complex in
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South Philadelphia.

The explosion was heard and
felt throughout the surrounding
communities and dramatic video footage
of the incident was featured on
national news leading to a heightened
level of public iInterest and concern.
Thanks to the efforts of the PES fire
brigade, the quick actions of the
highly-trained staff on duty at the
refinery and the Philadelphia Fire
Department, the incident and its
immediate Impacts were contained on the
refinery property without serious
injuries to refinery workers, fTirst
responders or community members.

However, the iIncident raised
serious concerns and questions in the
minds of many regarding the refinery.
Though the fTire was extinguished the
following day, significant hazards
remained present on the site. And the
extent of those hazards were not fully
known for some time.

Due to this uncertainty,
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personnel from the Philadelphia Fire
Department and Office of Emergency
Management remained on site 24/7 for
more than three months following the
incident to ensure public health and
safety. During this time, a primary
focus of Philadelphia®s first
responders was to ensure that the
hydrogen fluoride or HF that remained
on site was stable, contained and
safely monitored until i1t was
successfully neutralized.

The leak of process fluid,
fire and series of explosions were
substantial and caused a significant
release of hydrocarbons in the
refinery®s pipes and processing
systems. Though the vast majority of
the HF that PES estimated to be on site
was safely and successfully contained
and the rapid acid deinventory or RAD
system, a comparatively small quantity
of HF was present in a low
concentration and some of the process

equipment and pipes had failed during
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the iIncident.

As a result, some guantities
of HF were released 1In the atmosphere.
Some of this release was contained by a
water spray safety system within the
alkylation unit and drained to the
refinery"s on-site wastewater treatment
plant where i1t was treated. The
remaining HF was not contained by
either the RAD system or the waterspray
and was released iInto the atmosphere.
While the release of any quantity of HF
Is cause for serious concern, neither
City officials nor federal agencies
reported any known off-site or on-site
health impacts from the release.

On September 24th, following
the successftul neutralization of the HF
contained in the RAD system and the
restoration of the air monitoring
network on the PES site, the iIncident
was declared under control. By making
this declaration, we communicated that
any remaining hazards on the site were

wel l-understood and believed to be
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safely contained to the iImmediate
vicinity of the incident.

Once the iIncident was
declared under control, PFD and OEM
entered 1ts 24-by-7 staff presence at
the PES facility, but remained in
frequent communication with the
leadership of PES and other responding
and investigating agencies. The
lengthy response after the incident
required a restructuring of the PFD
Hazmat task force and many hours of
overtime for OEM and PFD members.

While the total 1s still in
flux, we estimate that the response
monitoring has cost the City over $1.9
million 1n staff time thus far. Thank
you for having me. | am happy to
answer any questions you may have on
the i1ncident and our response.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:
Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown?

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Good morning, good morning, gentlemen.

IT we can please go to Page 3 of your
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testimony, Managing Director -- well,
actually, let"s go to Page 6 where you
speak about values and recommendations
for the future because i1t"s clear that
the past i1s what 1t 1s and the question
for us always is what are the lessons
learned and what do we take from this
tragic iIncident and how do we act
differently going forward.

One of the recommendations
you state was to put the public®s
safety as a top priority, risk and
hazards to the public should be
minimized to the greatest extent
possible. Have you been able to
explore what that means, what that
looks like and would a well-run
refinery ever be able to satisfy that
priority?

MR. ABERNATHY: So we have
explored what that means. Part of that
iIs frankly we don"t want to see
hydrogen fluoride on the site, period.
That 1s a piece of 1t. Also, | think

our exploration of our air management
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system and air monitoring system iIs a
piece of that as well.

Could a refinery operation
meet those standards for public safety?
I think likely they could. But
obviously, a refinery complex would
also still have public health impacts
as well. So I think we would have to
balance those going forward.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Do you know 1f any best practices
across the country of refineries, not
necessarily cities, but refineries that
have gotten it right and done i1t iIn a
way that®"s respectful of their
employees as well as the surrounding
community that we can look to as an
example of best practices?

MR. ABERNATHY: There are
refinery operations throughout the
country that have done better and
others that have done worse. But I
think regardless, 1 would agree with
folks that are going to testify later

today that refinery operations no
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matter how well-run they are, are going
to be dirty. They are going to be --
they are going to cause pollution into
the atmosphere and they are going to
have health impacts. 1 don"t deny
that. But I do believe that a refinery
could be operated at the site in a much
safer and a more comprehensive way
through additional capital investments.
I think the training at PES was
excellent.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
You think the training?

MR. ABERNATHY: At PES has
been excellent and their workers should
be commended --

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Excellent before or since?

MR. ABERNATHY: Before. The
reason that PES was able to manage the
incident as they did was because of the
training their workers have had. To
them, the work that they did the night
of the 21st was just doing their job
and they did their job very well
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inadvertent to a terrible strategy.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
What grade would you give the refinery
with regards to the voluntary
remediation program?

MR. ABERNATHY: So the
refinery on the Act 2 remediation
program, the refinery itself is not
responsible for Act 2 remediation. Act
2 remediation i1s handled by Evergreen
and Sunoco. So | believe there have
been some challenges with the Evergreen
remediation, specifically around how
they®ve engaged the public. We"ve
expressed concerns with that
remediation plan and again,
specifically about how they"ve engaged
the public.

They did plan a public
meeting at our request approximately
two weeks ago. Unfortunately, that
public meeting was not able to move
forward. And so, we"ve requested and
they"ve agreed to hold a second public

meeting at some point in the future.
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COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
And 1t wasn"t able to move forward due
to?

MR. ABERNATHY: Protests.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Due to?

MR. ABERNATHY: Protests.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Protests, okay. So with the spotlight
being on citizens and families and
children around that site whose health
we"re really not sure of going forward,
what would be the biggest take-away,
biggest lesson in terms of keeping the
immediate community well-informed of
that incident?

MR. ABERNATHY: 1 think we
likely could have improved our
communication immediately surrounding
the incident and I1*11 turn it over to
Commissioner Thiel to talk through some
of the lessons learned around our
emergency management. | think we made
significant effort to communicate with

the surrounding community through the
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Advisory Group process and we"re very
open to comments, questions, criticisms
that we"ve tried to address.

I think around the refinery
operation as a whole, whatever happens
at that site, there absolutely needs to
be better community outreach by the
operator no matter what is operating
there, with the City, with the
surrounding community, with the
business community.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
So are you then now going to require
that there be no hydrogen fluoride on
that site at all ever going forward?

Is that going to be a requirement, a
regulation?

MR. ABERNATHY: We are
exploring exactly what power the City
has and hope to be able to answer that
question over Council®™s recess.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Very well. Okay, then. So recognizing
that the -- 1 won"t use the word power.

111 use the word influence, that the
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City might be limited with a private
enterprise, what injunctions, i1f any,
will you put In place to ensure that
this chemical, which we all know 1s not
healthy for anybody, the employees and
the citizens around that, what
injunction, 1f any, can the City impose
to say we"re not having this chemical
on this site ever again going forward?

MR. ABERNATHY: That"s
exactly the power that we"re exploring
right now. And 1 think we would be
able to answer when Council reconvenes
in January. 1"m not prepared to be
able to answer that question today, but
It 1s the expressed desire of the city
of Philadelphia not to allow HF on this
site ever again.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Okay. And that®"s been stipulated or
will be stipulated with all of those
who put forth written interest?

MR. ABERNATHY: We have made
it publicly known and we will certainly

make i1t known to the bankruptcy
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proceeding. But again, 1 don"t have
the power to accept or deny a bid.
That"s within the Bankruptcy Court. 1
think we may have some control through
regulations and laws. That"s what we
will be exploring over the recess.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
So we will count on our firecracker
lawyers to do what they can iIn the best
interest of the City. Thank you,
Managing Director.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you, Madam Chair. Councilwoman Gym?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you,
Mr. Chair, and thank you very much to
our Managing Director and to our Fire
Commissioner especially. So what
happened at the refinery on June 21st
was a tragedy. The fact that i1t did
not become a massive catastrophe is
thanks 1In part, 1 think as you
mentioned, to the men and women and to
the workers who were there, some of
whom are here in this room and |

certainly want to acknowledge and thank
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every speech and every one of you for
the work that you did in ensuring that
no lives were lost and that people were
kept as safe as they could be, so thank
you very much.

But 1 do think 1t"s notable
that PES is not here today. They took
their $4 million or whatever in bonus
and they are not here. And so, 1t is
up to us iIn this room to figure 1t out.
We"re the ones that have to pick up the
pieces. And to some extent, I know
we"re going to hear a lot of public
testimony and we"ve had a lot of iIssues
around the site, but we are here as a
city. It"s not about PES because they
bailed and 1t was wrong. It"s
desperately unfair but we do have to
come together, so this 1s not just
about workers and residents. It"s
about us as Philadelphians.

It"s not just about whether
It"s a site for one thing or another.
It"s about the best use of something

for the overall health of our City, a
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city that 1s desperately 1In need
obviously of high-quality jobs and
employment, but is also deserving of
healthy, environmentally sound and
sustainable solutions that will bring
us a long-term vision of what health
and sustainability has to look like.

So some of the questions that I"m going
into will be In that spirit.

I do want to thank the
Managing Director for this report. |1
thought 1t was very helpful,
encouraging In many ways to hear the
City placing the priorities of the
health and safety of i1ts residents at
the top of the list, and that the long-
term impact around what had been
happening in that area needs to be
reconsidered.

As you said when the site was
first built, it was just swampland and
marsh, and now 1t"s one of the most
densely populated areas on the East
Coast and certainly here i1n the city of

Philadelphia. That"s a significant
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difference and 1t should guide some of
our questions as we go forward. A
couple of the questions that 1 have
would be around regarding health and
safety. When the June 21st explosion
happened, we got a number of calls from
residents, not just that day obviously,
but weeks later complaining about air
quality, problems that they had in
terms of what they thought was
breathability.

So what steps has Air
Management Services taken to enforce
the City"s air quality regulations iIn
order to make sure that our residents”
health 1s protected and what
assessments have already been done?

MR. ABERNATHY: 1 would
actually ask Dr. Farley to provide more
detail than 1 have.

MR. FARLEY: Good morning.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Good morning.

MR. FARLEY: Thomas Farley,

Health Commissioner. The Air
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Management Services inspects the PES
site or has inspected the PES site wile
it was still open. Specifically, they
inspect the aspects of the site that
emit pollutants and 1Tt there are
violations that they cite the PES for,
violations, and require them to put iIn
technology to reduce the emissions.

Alr Management Services also
required -- has required PES to put iIn
place 1t"s called fenceline monitors so
they could monitor pollutants that
might cross the borderline into the
neighboring communities, as well there
IS one monitor at 24th & Ritner that"s
very close to the site.

There was -- although there
was clearly a Tire there and there was
a detection of a very small amount for
a short period of time of fine particle
pollution, there was no evidence of
major air quality changes as a result
of the fire i1tself. Now, over the
long-term though as we said and the

Managing Director said, the site is a
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major source of pollution for the City.
And so, 1t is certainly in the best
interest of health overall or whatever
future site or whatever uses, have It
be producing less air pollution than it
currently does.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1 think
that the testimony was that the site is
the top polluter in terms of air
pollution.

MR. FARLEY: 1t will be the
greatest single fixed source of
pollution in the City.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Correct.

MR. FARLEY: The car -- yes.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: So 1t
sounds like the current regulations are
completely i1nadequate for measuring
health and safety. So I guess one of
my questions would instead be knowing
that 1t"s 1nadequate and that i1t"s the
major air polluter in the city of
Philadelphia, what do you need to
change about our regulations to ensure

that our health and safety of our
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residents i1s strengthened and improved
in wake of this?

MR. FARLEY: So Air
Management Services enforces the
federal and state laws put in place by
EPA and the State Department of
Environmental Protection. There®s a
limit to what locally can be done
beyond those as far as requirements, SO
our basic role so far i1s really
inspection and trying to make sure that
they are i1In keeping with those
requirements. We can look iIn to see
what our local authority is, but 1
think our local authority is pretty
limited.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: That"s not
encouraging, but we will continue this
conversation. So in terms of -- how
would the City ensure that community
residents are meaningfully included in
decision-making, especially around the
remediation and clean-up? How iIs that
process looking?

MR. ABERNATHY: So the Act 2
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remediation process does iInclude a
public engagement process. That public
engagement process has not happened to
date. That i1s what the meeting was
scheduled for two weeks ago. Again,
the City has expressed -- actually
before June 21st, the City had been
engaged with Evergreen to make sure
that public engagement process was
happening, at least to a level of
degree that would meet compliance.

I frankly am not sure
Evergreen will be able to meet the
level of public engagement that any of
us are satisfied with. But at this
point, 1t hasn"t happened at all.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes, so
I"m wondering if there i1s sort of the
formal process that occurs, but is
there a way that the City can engage
the public, not so much in engagement
because 1| have no idea of what that
standard means, but more iIn
decision-making about what remediation

outcomes have to look like on our end,
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how we"re measuring i1t, what has been
done?

I think you alluded to some
of 1t including like beautification and
other types of things, but real
meaningful remediation including health
outcomes or how we want to measure new
health standards or establish them
outside of EPA regulations and all of
that, how are we holding ourselves
internally accountable?

MR. ABERNATHY: Sure. |1
think we"re trying to figure out the
balance, so Act 2 Remediation iIs a
state program under federal standards.
That"s a voluntary program. They have
set the standards of remediation
through the voluntary program with the
Department of Environmental Protection
at the state level, so we actually have
very little -- we have, again, some
limited influence over what those
standards are. But as a voluntary
program, 1t"s really a conversation

between Evergreen and the DEP.
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I think where we did have
some success In our intervention was to
make sure that there i1s a public
engagement process. Again, we did not
and frankly at the turn of the
Administration, we didn"t do a very
good job of making sure that public
engagement process happened. We
recognized that before the incident on
the 21st and we"re taking steps to
remediate.

Obviously, we still need to
do a better job and make sure that
engagement process happens. But I do
want to say our ability to force
Evergreen to remediate to a higher
standard, | just don"t think we have
that level of control. 1 would turn to
the Law Department to confirm that, but
that"s my understanding.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1 mean, we
would love to get the Law Department®s
opinion --

MR. ABERNATHY: Sure.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: -- and
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just make sure that we"re consistent --
we don"t need 1t right now, but mostly
there®s lots of gquestions with this new
Administration, what the responsibility
IS going to be on state and local
regulatory powers. You know, as this
Federal Administration continues to
roll back protections on residents, we
need to continually review what
openings and jurisdiction we have in
order to exercise things that will
protect people because this
Administration®s rollback i1s profound,
significant and that cannot be the new
normal, period.

MR. ABERNATHY: Agreed.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: So 1 think
my Council colleagues are pretty clear,
but we just want to re-establish that
there®s no question, the City needs to
exercise every amount of i1ts regulatory
powers to ban HFL. I had a number of
questions about what HFL can do, but 1
don*"t know i1f we want to really go into

whether there are ways we can safely
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monitor it.

I jJust think at this stage
we"re looking to see what we can do to
ban 1t. And this has been a call that
USW has been at the forefront of.
They"ve been dealing with 1t at other
sites. We"ve certainly noticed that
they seemed to have taken it up as an
issue as well. 1 appreciate to the
extent you can, your exploration about
our powers to eliminate HFL as a
chemical that we can even have here in
the city of Philadelphia. And 1 think
the question i1s about banning 1it,
right, not necessarily regulating 1t?

MR. ABERNATHY: So I think we
are exploring both. 1 think 1t is
important to note that HF i1s used In a
a number of processes, not just -- at
much smaller amounts. So 1t may be
limiting the amount of HF that"s on a
site. | think we"re trying to
specifically understand that.

1"d also note that there are

chemicals used iIn a number of
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manufacturing processes across the
City. 1 think we do need to do a
better job in regulating those
chemicals again protecting the public®s
safety, but 1 think we do want a
balanced economy as well. So I think
we"re trying to figure out exactly what
that balance 1s and how we balance
public safety without outright banning
certain chemicals throughout the use,
and 1t 1s a very difficult and nuance
conversation to have.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: So,
Commissioner Thiel, has the City"s
emergency response plan changed iIn the
event of a large scale release of HFL
or what has the City"s emergency -- has
anything changed iIn terms of the
emergency response plan in light of
what happened on June 21st?

MR. THIEL: Councilperson
Gym, 1 guess it"s a very complicated
answer. During the course of the
roughly three months, three months and

three days, that the incident was not
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under control, and again, that was my
decision to not place the incident
under control because we didn"t have
enough information truly until the end
of that period and didn"t feel
comfortable that we had enough
information about what was happening on
the site, again despite a 24/7 presence
down there.

During that period of time 1iIn
addition to conducting air monitoring,
continually having resources down
there, working very closely with a lot
of the state and federal folks that
you“ve heard mentioned, our very
dedicated team in the Office of
Emergency Management was developing,
essentially tailoring our general
contingency plans and response plans to
that site. So we actually did some
very detailed planning during the
course of that time.

And so, | guess the short
answer 1s probably, yes, we did some

very detailed planning. Because as the
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situation on the site changed, we
wanted to make sure the plans were iIn
sync with what was happening on the
site. Now, we have certainly
identified our iInternal capacity to
conduct that kind of planning and
oversight.

And again, thanks to Council
In the recent mid-year transfer we"re
already doing that. We"re already
getting the resources to be able to
improve our ability to communicate
24/7, 365 both internal to the City
government and with all the state and
federal partners who are involved in
such an i1ncident as well as with the
community. That was a gap that we had
that we needed to close. That was a
resource-driven gap.

We definitely want to
continue to have the conversation about
the resources that are needed to ensure
that we have robust and continual
ability to plan, respond, recover and

of course on the front end to help
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prevent and mitigate iIncidents. For us
iIt"s always the best incident is the
one that doesn"t occur, whether that"s
a house fTire or whether that"s
something that occurs at an industrial
facility.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Wwell, we
will continue to follow up. Are you
also looking at the risk of transport
for HFL i1nto and out of sites,
obviously with large quantities of 1t?

MR. THIEL: So I think absent
any other consideration, this
conversation i1s clearly about and a lot
of what we"re talking about 1s around
Tixed site or fixed facility monitoring
oversight regulation, because of the
geography of our City and the
transportation corridors running
through 1t, i1t 1s safe to say every day
we have to be ready to respond to an
incident involving bulk quantities of
any industrial chemical that i1s iIn
commerce, global commerce, because

again we have a seaport, we have an
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airport, we have interstate highways,
we have multiple rail lines. So again,
for us, and this Is a conversation
we" 1l be continuing with Council going
forward, that requires a set of
resources that we haven"t necessarily
maintained over the years at the level
that we want to be able to handle that.

So whatever happens around
these fixed sites, again we"ve
already -- we"ve mentioned this
restructure or hazardous materials
task force. We"re already looking at
additional capacity to ensure that we
cannot just be ready to respond for
what we know about In the City, but we
have to be ready to respond to anything
that can be possibly transported by any
mode of conveyance 24/7, 365 because
those things about the City are not
going to change.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Two
questions after this one.
Commissioner, has the City made a claim

on the PES Holdings, LLC bankruptcy
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case to recover the $1.9 million in
staff time and other costs that the
City i1ncurred as a result of the June
21st i1ncident?

MR. THIEL: We will be.
We"re tracking those expenses. We"ve
been tracking those expenses very
closely since June 21st. In fact,
we"ve had that, essentially a cell, a
unit within OEM that has been tracking
that, so that"s our intention.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: We want to
make sure that we have our place in
Bankruptcy Court as well, but there are
bigger things in play. So,
Mr. Abernathy, just to go back to one
of the questions, 1 think your
testimony says that the City is going
to review 1ts air monitoring
capabilities to make sure it"s actually
used or designed to i1dentify hazards
and protect people. So has that review
happened?

MR. ABERNATHY: It has not

started at this point. We expect
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initial conversations to happen within
the next moth.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Okay. And
I think you had also mentioned that
there 1s supposed to be a report that"s
coming out at the end of the month. Is
that end of the month this month,
November?

MR. ABERNATHY: It will be
out next week.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1t would
have been great to have had Council be
able to preview the report. So I don"t
know whether it"s ready right now, but
it would be helpful i1f Council could
have a sense of what the report
entails. Is that possible?

MR. ABERNATHY: I will be
happy to have that conversation. |
think the summary of the report was
actually contained in my testimony.
There®s not going to be any major
sur -- 1t"s much more detailed, but
there®s no surprises outside of my

testimony.

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight
November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Page 52

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Okay.

111 have one last one and then I™"m
pass 1t over. Does the City plan to
use 1ts influence during the auction
process to influence this type of sale
of the property and its future usage?
In other words, to deter certain usage
and to encourage or maximize the chance
that the site will be used for more
healthy, safe purposes?

MR. ABERNATHY: We certainly
have entered our appearance in the
Bankruptcy Court and we do want to use
what influence we can to give the best
outcome for the City. Exactly what
that influence will be i1s yet to be
seen.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Okay. All

right. Thank you very much. Madam

Chair?

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Yes, yes. | want to say thank you to
you both. I also want to seize the

moment to offer my huge thank you to

you, Fire Commissioner, for members on
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your team who have been present at the
senior citizen forums that we do every
fall, eight consecutive weeks of
various senior citizen forums around
the City.

They are always bombarded
with seniors who are hungry and
anguished for the services that your
department provides, and this is a time
when 1 get to say publicly my staff and
I appreciate all of what you do. And
to the Managing Director, you walk on
water. | would not want what you do.
Thank you both very, very much for your
testimony.

MR. ABERNATHY: Thank you.

MR. THIEL: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
We will now ask the following citizens
to please come to the mic. We want to
let you know that we have a gazillion
witnesses and because every one wanted
to register their voice, that means
that no one can have five minutes. No

one can have three minutes. Everyone
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will get two minutes to register your
voice so that we give everyone a chance
to have their say on this important
matter. And as a former teacher, 1
need you to know I have a watch or a
time clock. And so, there will be no
exceptions because we want to give
everybody a chance to register their
voice. And so, with that -- okay,
then. Please we want to Invite to the
witness table, Donna Henry, Southwest
CDC; and if 1 mispronounce your name,
please correct me when you provide your
testimony, Tilia Wongcini, South
Philadelphia resident and student;
Alexa Ross of Philly Thrive, Carol
White of Wilson Park. Don®"t be shy.
Rush to the panel table. Mark Clincy
of Wilson Park; Carol Hemingway, Grays
Ferry resident. We welcome all of you
to the witness table.

(Panel approached
Witness Table.)
COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:

Good morning, good morning, good
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morning.

MS. HENRY: Good morning.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Please pull the mic close to you and do
all you can to honor the two-minute
limit because we have another 50
witnesses. It"s a friendly joke about
that many. Okay. Thank you.

MS. HENRY: Thank you. Good
morning all. I1"m Donna Henry. 1 am
testifying on behalf of my role as the
Executive Director at the Southwest
Community Development Corporation. Our
mission i1s to improve the quality of
life 1n Southwest Philadelphia. 1 have
been a staff member since 1993.

From 2004 until this past
July, 1 sat on the Community Advisory
panel for PES at the refinery and
before PES, Sunoco. We met 11 times a
year and we heard updates on
environmental and safety issues as well
as we were taught different aspects of
the refinery. We support education to

the community for the siren system.
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I understand the concerns of
pollutants and chemical leaks. 1In 1994
when the yellow sulfur dioxide wafted
across the neighborhood, 1t turned the
sky green. Everybody went outside to
see the pretty green sky until
everyone"s throat started to burn.

I also understand the
economic value the refinery had on the
area economy and for families. My
great-grandfather, great uncle and
uncle provided for their families
through jobs at the refinery. My
great-grandmother taught her children
to say i1t smells like bread and butter
to me when people complained about
smells coming from the refinery.

I also sit on the task -- the
Stakeholder Advisory Board for the
Center for Excellence in Environmental
Toxicology to the Perelman School of
Medicine at the University of
Pennsylvania, and 1"ve learned about
the refinery pollutants impacting the

City and i1ts workers. Regarding the
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explosion, Southwest residents were
upset that there wasn®"t a clear message
on what they should do and whether they
were safe.

The siren system did not
sound 1In Southwest. The training is
that 1Tt the siren sounded, people
should tune to KYW radio. They could
have sounded and then people could have
tuned to KYW to hear that Southwest was
not being affected. Now, that the site
IS being shut down and now there are
possibilities of there being a future
refinery again, there are still
concerns about pollutants and irritants
coming from the site as they did last
Friday, November 15th.

The community will not want a
new user on this site to diffuse the
pollution that the refinery did. Of
about 6,000 jobs that have been
affected by the refinery closing, very
few were held by Southwest residents.
The community wants jobs where they can

support themselves and their families.
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Southwest residents would support uses
that included entry-level and
low-skilled jobs. The new use should
be a jobs hub the way the refinery was.
Thank you for allowing me to testify
today and 1°d be happy to answer any
questions.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you. State your name for the record
and please begin, young lady.

MS. WONGCINI: Hello. My
name i1s Tilia Wongcini. 1"m 13 years
old in 8th grade at Folks Charter
School and 1 live 1n South Philly just
a few miles from the oil refinery. On
June 21st, Philadelphia barely dodged a
disaster when the oil refinery had an
explosion. That was a terrible
occurrence but one that allows the
chance to get rid of the oil refinery
and explore greener, safer
alternatives.

The o1l refinery is unsafe
which was proven by the explosion. But

even 1T 1t hadn"t exploded, 1t still
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caused many problems. Philadelphia has
high rates of asthma and other
respiratory problems, especially close
to the oil refinery. That means that
lower income people are affected more
which 1s not fair.

The oil refinery is also bad
for the health of people who work
there. Additionally, the oil refinery
iIs incredibly bad for the environment.
During the explosion, over 3,000 pounds
of hydrofluoric acid was released into
the atmosphere which worsened the air
quality.

It 1s also one of
Philadelphia®s biggest greenhouse gas
emitters. |If we got rid of the
refinery, we would be getting rid of
one of the biggest greenhouse gas
emitters. The refinery has been a big
source of jobs and i1s iImportant to our
economy, but 1t might not be
sustainable for much longer.

We need to cut our carbon

emissions to O in the next 10 years if
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we don"t want to be hit by climate
changes worst effects. We need to stop
our dependence on fossil fuels while we
still can both for our economy and for
energy, and we can"t do that if there"s
a huge oil refinery in Philadelphia.

IT we replace the oil
refinery with some kind of green energy
facility, 1t would create many jobs
there that are safer than oil refinery
jobs. It would also benefit
Philadelphia®s economy and health.
Replacing it with a green energy
facility would allow us to prepare for
climate change and be ready for the
future. Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
state your name for the record and
begin your testimony, sir.

MR. CLINCY: My name is Mark
Clincy and 1"m a member of Philly
Thrive and 1 live In the fence line of
the refinery. 1 thank the Councilman

Kenyatta Johnson and the Councilwoman
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Cindy Bass, Blondell Reynolds Brown and
Helen Gym for allowing me to speak at
this hearing -- for letting me speak at
this hearing.

Since 2015, Philly Thrive has
been organizing our neighbors 1n South
Philly who are the most impacted by
this refinery -- by the refinery. Our
community constituents are the experts
on this issue of pollution in our
neighborhood. Philly Thrive has three
demands that we would like City Council
to act on to ensure that no refinery is
ever, ever allowed to pollute our
community again.

First, we want a say iIn the
planning, designing and cleaning up of
the refinery, done in a way that meets
the highest standards. City Council
should call on City Solicitor Patrick
O*Neill and Marcel Pratt to correct the
public process. Second, City Council
must pass Right to Breathe legislation
starting with a ban on large scale

industrial use of hydrofluoric acid.
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Once you pass that ban on the
most lethal gas, then City Council
should support measures that protect
neighborhoods from excessive pollution.
Next, pass the moratorium on any new
fossil fuel proposals. Finally, our
third demand, rezone the land for a
healthier green use that would benefit
all constituents.

You have called this hearing
because you want to hear from residents
about what should happen to the future
of the PES refinery. Do you want to
know what we want for the future?

Well, you are in luck that we have not
waited around for you to ask us,
because we saw for years that this was
not a top priority for the city of
Philadelphia.

In 2017, Philly Thrive
conducted a community survey where 242
Philadelphians, most of whom live iIn
the 19145 and 46 -- 19146 answered the
question what would you like to see

happen as the refinery i1s shut down.
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The most common response was about
cleaning up the land to make it safe
and healthy for residents.

We can understand that
priority as a logical result of the
harm and threat the refinery has posed
to generations of Philadelphians. The
second most common response was about
clean energy development on the land,
including wind and solar energy.
Residents made the connection between a
safe form of energy and jobs that could
be created for the neighborhood.

Other poplar responses
included community space and resources,
green space and housing. We are
inspired by those hundreds of
Philadelphians who offered us guidance
in this moment. Do you hear them?
They are the inspiration for the three
demands we made of City Council today.

Moving forward, we have begun
rallying support from diverse
organizations across the City who

recognize what happened with the
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refinery as a key racial economic and
environmental justice issue. Do you
hear us? 1In conclusion, we all have
the right to breathe clean air and it
iIs time City Council and the city of
Philadelphia stepped up and do their
part. Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
state your name for the record and
begin your testimony, please.

MS. WHITE: Yes. My name is
Carol White and 1°d like to thank you
for allowing me to speak today. 1I"m a
member of Philly Thrive for the past
four years. |1 see the refinery from my
house. The intent of this testimony 1is
to make very clear that the impact of
the refinery has a human health so that
the city of Philadelphia does
everything In 1ts power to do so.

First, 1 would like to share
a statistic and scientific evidence
that connected the refinery pollutions

with cancer. The Worldwide
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Organization has stated that the
particulate matter pollution known as
PM 2.5 1n the ailr causes cancer,
particularly of the lungs.

Philadelphia Energy Solution
refinery has been the largest
stationary source of PM 2.5 used 1n the
City by far. 1In 2016, PES emitted 520
tons of PM 2.5 pollution. According to
the City"s data, the next largest
polluter produced only one-tenth as
much as PES.

The National Cancer Institute
established that Philadelphia has the
highest cancer rate of any large city
in the United States. The study
included 10 years by the EPA founded
that the lung cancer i1ncidents near the
refinery were 40 percent higher than
the national average.

Second, 1 would like to share
the statistics and scientific evidence
that connected the refinery®s pollution
as asthma. The EPA has concluded that

asthma i1s exacerbated by the ozone.
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Ozone 1s formed by chemical reactions
that take place within a volatile
organic compounds and nitrogen oxide
exposed to the sunlight.

According to the City"s data,
the refinery is the largest stationary
source of these pollutions. 1In 2019 it
was reported that the Asthma and
Allergy Foundation of America ranked
Philadelphia No. 4 for the asthma
capital of the country. Philly i1s the
only one out of 100 cities ranked the
worse than average In these three
categories: asthma, death rate from
asthma, ER visits for asthma.

Now, 1"m going to tell you a
little bit about my story. 1 can see
the refinery from my house and to make
sure that we understand it, I smell
odors all the time. 1 don"t need this
right now, because 1 heard someone
speaking today about how June-®s
explosion, what 1 just recalled
yesterday by calling my insurance

company, that May 22nd, and ya“"ll had
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that big fire with more gases coming
out, 1 was emergency-roomed to
Methodist Hospital.

I found myself with upper
respiratory failure. | have eye
irritations and 1 have very, very
chronic headaches and 1 have a little
bit of memory loss. All that was
before the June®s explosion. Nobody
mentioned that today. That fire had to

stay lit until 1t burned i1tself out for

days.

And when 1 came back from the
hospital, 1 remembered that it was 4:00
in the morning. 1"m just reminding

myself because 1t was scary to me
because 1 didn"t remember what
happened. Come to find out when 1
called my insurance company, they told
me, Ms. White, you wasn"t in there on
June. You were iIn there on May 22nd,
and 1*"m glad they cleared that up for
me.

So now I have sitting around

my house asthma pumps for all my
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grandchildren and 1 have my own --
never had asthma before in my life. |
do today, eye irritations where we have
mucous coming out of my eyes. 1I™'m
sorry. 1 just lost my mom too and it"s
not even been a year yet, that came to
my house all the time for holidays and
I always invited her over not knowing
about what all this refinery was doing.
But now, 1t"s not even been a year and
she®s gone with cancer, multiple types
of cancer.

Secondly, I want to talk
about how my grandkids cannot -- 1
don"t want them to come around my house
as often as they used to because their
lung capacity cannot take the chemicals
that"s coming out of this refinery. |1
miss my grandchildren. | miss to know
the fact that all my seniors -- | just
had a senior staff over here yesterday
from Wilson Park high-rises where
Mr. Mark lives at.

I have people that -- if you

want to interview them, they can tell
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you how sick they are getting worse off
than what they were when they moved
there. They"re dying around me so
they"re dropping like flies. | never
seen sO many cancer patients In one
area.

I mean on my one block I can
say at least a good 15 people have died
off my one block. And this i1s getting
to be devastating for me because death
Is around me every day. 1 don"t know
1T you got anyone that lives out here
in Philadelphia, that lives in South
Philadelphia area or across the street
from the refinery.

This 1s the -- the most
heartening part of this 1s seeing
people that you love so dearly that
dies around you. And I see i1t every
day. 1 would just like to know if
you"re going to start the refinery back
up, let us know how long we have to
live because when the air shifts, we
all are going to get a piece of this.

It"s not just Wilson Park.
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Everybody in Philadelphia is
going to get a piece of this air and
the pollution and the chemicals that we
don®"t supposed to be breathing at all.
Thank you for allowing me to share.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Good
morning. Please state your name for
the record and begin your testimony.

MS. HEMINGWAY: Good morning,
my Councilman, from my neighborhood. 1
just want to say 1"m thankful being
here today being allowed to talk about
the effect of pollution in my area. My
name 1s Carol Hemingway and 1 am a
member of Philly Thrive, but more
importantly 1"m a resident of Grays
Ferry.

I want to speak today on the
subject that first motivated me to get
involved with this issue. The fact is
this refinery and this refinery site
becomes a civil rights issue, as people
most marginalized and oppressed iIn our

society bear the brunt of pollution.
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This i1ncludes people of color, poor
people, children, women and seniors.

Let"s talk about people of
color. Of the 45,000 residents living
within 1 mile of the refinery site, 71
percent of these people are people of
color and 32 percent of them are below
the poverty line. A 2017 report by the
NAACP highlighted that the refinery was
part of a nationwide trend of fossil
fuel operations disproportionately
impacting African-American communities.

The report cited PES as being
responsible for 72 percent of toxic air
emission in Philadelphia. Let"s talk
about poor people and women. This is
an enormous amount -- there iIs an
enormous amount of unpaid labor and
economic sacrifices In our community
due to being sick or caring for sick
family members. This includes missing
work, not being able to work, missing
school and emotional distress that gets
in the way at work. This can also be

seen as a women®s rights 1ssue as women

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight

November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

are often relied on as caretakers.

Additionally, the
Philadelphia Housing Authority has
located low-income housing very near
the refinery site, including the
developments of Wilson Park, Bartram
Village, Tasker Homes which is now
referred to as Greater Grays Ferry
Estates and the former Passyunk Homes
which was demolished due to all
underneath the houses.

These low-i1ncome
Philadelphians have had no choice but
to live right next to the pollution,
breathing i1t and being at risk daily.
Let"s talk about children and seniors.
Children are severely iImpacted as the
childhood asthma rate in Philadelphia
IS 22 percent compared to 7 percent
nationally.

Poor children are even more
Iimpacted as the asthma rate is 25
percent In the poorest of neighborhoods
in Philly. In the 2019 report, the
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of

Page 72

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight
November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Page 73
America ranked Philadelphia No. 4 as
the asthma capital of the country.
Philly was the only city in the list of
the 100 to rank worse than average for
all three categories: asthma
prevalence, death rates for asthma and
ER visits for asthma.

There are many schools within
1 mile of the refinery including Alcorn
Elementary School, Alcorn Middle Year
Academy, Audenreird High School,
University Vare Charter School,

St. Gabriel®s Elementary School.
McDaniel School and the Preparatory
Charter High School, and then of course
there®s the countless day cares and
nurseries. These kids have no other
choice but to breathe the pollution in
close proximity to that site. They had
no choice.

There are countless senior
buildings within 1 mile of the refinery
including Greater Grays Ferry Estates,
AWS Senior Housing, St. John Neumann,

Wilson Park Senior Apartments and more.
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It would have been a nightmare trying
to evacuate seniors during the June
21st explosion, and the health of
seniors i1s at risk every day breathing
pollution. This 1s not okay.

We all have to bear the
responsibility of trying to make
Philadelphia as pollution-free as
possible. In conclusion, | 1nvite
anyone that feels that 1t i1s our right
as citizens of Philadelphia to stand
with us today in solidarity in making
this an i1ssue. 1In conclusion, It is
unconstitutional for the future
developments at the refinery to
negatively harm these groups of people.

This means polluting industry
IS not an option. These group of
people need to be the center of
decision-making and need to benefit
concretely from the development of
jobs, wealth staying i1n the
neighborhood, improving air quality.
Community-owned renewable energy

projects probably would check all of
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these boxes. So what we request today
iIs that City Council and any planning
for this City address those issues.
Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:
Councilwoman Helen Gym?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1 just
wanted to express my gratitude to
Philly Thrive. To the Fox School
community, Tilia, thank you for coming
out and speaking. And to the residents
here who"ve been very active, our goal
Is to make sure you have a true voice
In not just an engagement process, but
In a decision-making process, but thank
you for being here for your important
testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:
Councilwoman Cindy Bass?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. 1 wanted to also
thank everyone for being here today,

and 1 have to tell you that as much as
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we hear from '"the experts'™ and various
City officials, the most important
thing really i1s hearing from the
community from the people who are most
affected. And I just really wanted to
thank everyone for being here.

I wanted to make mention of
just a couple of things. Ms. Henry,
when you spoke about your experience as
a resident and about someone who grew
up In the neighborhood and who really
understood all of the conflicting
issues of this smells like bread and
butter, but at the same time coming
outside and your throat burning from
what was obvious pollution that was
happening in the community.

And so, just understanding
where we were, where we are right now
and where we really need to be as a
city. | think that you really had a
very unique perspective. And so, 1
thank you for bringing that and also
the fact that recognizing that this was

a source that provided jobs to your
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family. However, you know, things have
to change. What was Is what was.

We have to do some things
differently and there is still
opportunity in which the site can be
used for jobs for folks in the
neighborhood. And as you mentioned,
folks from Southwest Philadelphia, very
few were employed at the location. And
so, | just thank you for bringing all
of that knowledge to us today.

I also wanted to thank the
young lady, the South Philadelphia
resident. I1"m not sure where she went,
our young scholar who was here just a
moment ago and spoke. You did an
awesome job. 1 want to thank you. It
takes a lot of courage to sit up here
and to speak in front of all of these
people.

And I don"t know that I could
have done i1t at your age so I really
want to thank you for being here and
for speaking up. This is your planet.

You have much more time here than 1 do

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight
November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Page 78
or any one of us do. And so, we thank
you for being an advocate and don"t
stop. Keep going.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Yes, yes.
Let"s encourage. And also for
Ms. White and Ms. Hemingway, 1 wanted
to thank you all as well. 1"m sorry.
I"m looking around because 1 don"t
see -- hi, ladies. | wanted to thank
you all as well for being here for your
perspective and your stories because as
we know, the prevalence, particularly
asthma In the African-American
community, absolutely 1t"s connected to
environmental racism and we cannot
ignore i1t and we have to recognize that
iIt"s been going on for a very long
time.

And the conditions iIn our
neighborhoods, even i1f you"re not even
talking about a plant like this but If
you"re talking about trash and debris
and just the overall conditions in our

neighborhoods which are absolutely
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unacceptable and then you add something
like this which 1s obvious pollution,
you know, obviously this is very much
problematic, so I want to thank you as
well for bringing your story and
talking about the importance of
recognizing the environmental racism
which 1s happening here i1n our
communities right here i1n Philadelphia.

There 1s no reason that we
shouldn®"t be doing better. And so, |
want to thank you all for bringing this
to all of our attention and some action
I"m sure will come out of this. So
many ideas, so many great ideas.

Mr. Clincy spoke earlier.

And from his three points, | actually
have some i1deas. [1"m not sure where he
Is either, but 1 have some ideas as
well legislatively i1n terms of things
that can be done. So | appreciate
anyone coming with an idea or a
suggestion about what can be done to
make things better, so | appreciate all

of your comments. Thank you.
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(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: And
before we call on the next panel, |
also want to echo the sentiments of my
colleagues. Councilwoman Blondell
Reynolds Brown is the Chair of the
Environmental Committee. We
intentionally made sure that the
community had the opportunity to come
up and express their opinions, their
concerns and their recommendations
first.

Normally, when you come to
these City Council proceedings, the
communities are last and the so-called
experts are first. But we wanted to
make sure the community had a voice in
this process to set the tone as it
relates to this particular hearing.
And so, | want to thank the member of
Philly Thrive.

Ms. Carol Hemingway has been
a surrogate aunt of mine, proud of me
becoming an elected official In any

capacity so she"s definitely going to
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hold my feet to the fire. But
nevertheless, we want to make sure that
this process i1s fair. This process
provides everyone and all stakeholders
to have a voice, so we thank all of you
for being here today.

Will the Clerk please call
the next panel?

THE CLERK: Bethany Wiggin,
Peter DeCarlo, Marilyn Howarth, Charles
Haas.

(Panel approached

Witness Table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:
Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown?

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
To the students i1n the back, young
people, I will be remiss as a former
3rd grade teacher not to say thank you,
you"re brave, you have courage and you
represent the future. So for you to
step to the table and raise your voice
on an issue that i1s going to impact all
of us, and most importantly your

generation matters. Thank you so very
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much .
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
state your name for the record and
begin your testimony.

MS. WIGGIN: Thank you,
Councilmembers, for this iInvitation to
speak. 1"m Dr. Bethany Wiggin, a
professor --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:

Dr. Bethany Wiggin, just before you
start, there is also a two-minute time
limit so --

(Inaudible.)

MS. WIGGIN: Thank you,
Councilman. I --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: 1 can™t
hear you all over there so 1If you want
to address me, one of you, two of you,
we can talk outside after a second.
But we"re trying to make sure we give
everybody an opportunity to provide
their 1nput on the panel.

(Inaudible.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.
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That"s what 1 just said.

MS. WIGGIN: 1°d request that
my time hasn"t started yet.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Your
time hasn"t started yet. Go ahead.

MS. WIGGIN: Thank you,
Councilmembers. 1"m Dr. Bethany
Wiggin, a professor at the University
of Pennsylvania and Director of the
Penn Program in Environmental
Humanities, an academic program that
researches the environment at the
intersection of science, history and
everyday life.

Sometimes my work i1s that of
a storyteller exploring how humans
shape and transform the environment and
the other way around. My short
hopefully two-minute story to you today
has three interwoven messages: One,
petroleum refining and especially
refining that uses hydrogen fluoride
should not be allowed i1In densely
populated areas; two, refining and

consuming fossil fuels global climate
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instability; three, here in
Philadelphia local climate impacts are
making a risky business even riskier.
It"s a risk we cannot afford to keep
taking.

On June 21st, our local
environment very nearly underwent a
terrible transformation. Refineries
that use hydrogen fluoride have a poor
safety record. One which led the head
of the Chemical Safety Board in April
this year to urge EPA Administrator
Andrew Wheeler to better oversee its
use. Two months later, PES blew up and
of course the CSB"s i1nvestigation there
continues.

HF presents the most
spectacular risk posed by the PES
refining process, but there are many
others. Because the refinery uses HF,
it must provide the EPA a risk
management plan. Here i1s a little of
what"s 1n that RMP. It"s 7th section
profiles 20 refinery cites, which each

face major risk hazards. Flood In the
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refinery operators own estimation poses
a major risk hazard to 17 of the 20.
That"s 85 percent. These are bad odds,
but they"re actually worse than that
since they were calculated with maps
drawn before climate change began to
accelerate.

Just consider the odds that
2,000-year floods could happen In 25
months, but they have in another
American refining city built on
wetlands. Houston"s odds might be
worse than ours, but Philadelphia too
IS getting wetter. By 2040, flooding
across the Delaware i1s more than 50
percent likely to exceed 4 feet above
high tide.

Perhaps refinery operators or
at least refinery executives can afford
to gamble even with such terrible odds,
but Philadelphia cannot. It"s time to
write a new chapter beyond refining in
our City"s story. 1 urge you to use
every tool In your power to move us

beyond the risky, risky business of
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refining as usual.
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much. Please state your name
for the record and begin your
testimony, please.

MR. DeCARLO: My name 1s
Peter DeCarlo and 1 would like to thank
you for the invitation to speak today
and share my thoughts on the future of
the PES refinery site. 1"m an
Associate Professor in environmental
engineering and chemistry at Drexel
University and my research is focused
on air pollution and climate
change-related issues.

Additionally, 1"m a member of
the Refinery Advisory Group and a
submember of the Subcommittee on the
Environment. The views | express today
will be my own. As a resident, I™m
living within 2 miles of the PES site.
Councilman Johnson, you are my
councilman. In living within 2 miles

of the PES site, the decision of what
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to do with this space i1s also a
personal one and I want to touch on a
few of the environmental and health
Issues that are the center of this
decision.

First and foremost, any
option for what to do with this space
must take into account the health and
well-being of the residents in the
areas adjacent to the site. Second,
climate change 1s occurring and
forecasts of sea level rise and
flooding potential for the site must be
factored into any future use options
for the PES site.

And third, given our
understanding of the linkage between
fossil fuel usage and climate change,
the stated goals of the City of the
state 1In the context of sustainability,
we must identify and pursue options for
the site which are aligned with those
goals 1n mind. And I do thank Council
yesterday for the resolution they

passed which 1s a good first step iIn
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that direction.

So let me begin with the
neighborhood issues. The area in South
Philadelphia around the refinery is an
overburdened community with respect to
environmental pollution. Health
impacts from living near a refinery
include respiratory health impacts,
negative birth outcomes and increased
cancer risk.

These risks are detailed iIn a
memo included as an appendix to this
testimony 1n a study led by
Dr. Auchincloss of Drexel University”"s
School of Public Health and sent to the
Mayor®s Advisory Group. In addition,
to the refinery, the interstates and
proximity to the airport are additional
air pollution sources for the South
Philadelphia area, and this
neighborhood therefore is classically
defined as an environmental justice
area.

And as such, any potential

future use of this site which further
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add to the environmental pollution
burden on the neighborhood should be
examined in detail. While a refinery
has existed on this site for over 150
years, that does not mean one should
exist there now, nor can the City claim
that there 1s nothing that can be done
to prevent another refinery from
starting up at the site.

The simple reality i1s that if
a refinery did not exist at that site
currently, we would not be Imagining
uses of that land that included a
refinery in the discussion. 1"ve heard
interest in the expansion of the port
as another potential use for this site.
IT that 1s something that i1s being
considered, all mechanisms to reduce or
eliminate air and water pollution
should be required i1n a way that
minimizes pollution burden on the
residents of South Philadelphia.

Note that in the state of
Pennsylvania, local regulations that

can be put i1in place to prevent or
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control large source polluting
activities. This brings me to the
second point. Climate changes here due
to human activities and more to the
point, directly a result of fossil fuel
usage-

The scientific community has
clearly shown that the only viable path
forward i1s for us to transition to
nonfossil sources of energy and to do
so on a rapid time scale. Any fossil
fuel i1Intensive activities proposed for
the PES site ignores the reality of
climate change and further burdens the
next generation of Philadelphia
residents, like the student that was up
here previously forcing them to deal
with this issue In the future.

At the City level, | would
like to point out that the stated goal
of the Office of Sustainability is to
"work with partners around the City to
improve the quality of life in all
Philadelphia neighborhoods, reduce the

City"s carbon emission and prepare
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Philadelphia for a hotter, wetter
future.” This statement touches on the
reduction of carbon emissions, IS an
important piece of the work of this
office and 1s something that needs to
be part of the dialogue regarding the
future use of this site.

This statement also points to
the final point 1 wish to make about a
hotter, wetter future. Sea level rise
In combination with increased rainfall
make low-lying areas of the City more
vulnerable to flooding, and
specifically the land currently
encompassed by the PES refinery is at
risk. Any activity on that site must
take this future iInto account.

The flooding of this area
also raises the question of land
remediation at the site, an i1ssue that
iIs still not settled and requires
additional public 1nput moving forward.
To summarize, the environmental health
concerns need to play a more prominent

role 1n any future use of the PES site,
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and the City does, i1n fact, have
options for minimizing environmental
pollution impacts at that site.

Climate change and sustainability
iIssues must also be part of that
conversation with respect to both
mitigation which 1s reducing the City"s
carbon emissions and acknowledging and
planning for the future flood risks for
the site. Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
state your name for the record and
begin your testimony.

MR. HOWARTH: Good morning.
I"'m Dr. Marilyn Howarth, an
Occupational Environmental Medicine
Physician from the Center of Excellence
in Environmental Toxicology at the
Perelman School of Medicine at the
University of Pennsylvania. |1 refer
you to my Ffull written testimony for

additional detail.
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To appreciate the impact of
the PES refinery on the health of
Philadelphia residents, | offer the
following relevant to 1ts emission and
releases. The National Cancer
Institute estimates that Philadelphia
has the highest cancer rate of any
large city in the United States.

The refinery pollutant
benzine i1s linked to leukemia and
kidney cancer and particulates are
linked to lung cancer. The
International Agency for Research on
Cancer has listed air pollution as a
known Group 1 human carcinogen and
estimates that this contributes to
230,000 new lung cancer cases every
year .

Asthma hospitalizations are
three times higher in Philadelphia than
in Pennsylvania. So too are
Philadelphia rates of hospitalization
for heart attacks and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease.

Certainly, there are many contributors
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to each of these health outcomes.
However, the volatile organic compounds
and particulates emanating from the PES
refinery significantly iIncrease the
exposure to hazardous air pollutants to
residents of Philadelphia and the
environs.

The PES refinery was the
largest point source emitter of all of
organic chemicals 1In the region. More
than 400,000 pounds of hazardous
chemicals were emitted into the
Philadelphia air every year. More than
10 percent of these emissions are
carcinogens or pre-carcinogens changed
Into carcinogens in our body.

Since the passage of the
Federal Clean Air Act in 1970,
Philadelphia has never been iIn
compliance with ozone, formed from the
volatile organic chemicals that emanate
from the refinery. Ozone is a potent
irritant that causes asthma and leads
to asthma exacerbations in those who

already has asthma.
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As little as one to two hours
of elevated levels of ozone exposure
Increases heart attack rates and heart
rhythm disturbances that lead to sudden
death. Since the shutdown of the
refinery, we have seen 10 Ozone Action
Days i1n Philadelphia while the 10-year
annual average i1s 24.

The closure of the refinery
alone appears to have substantially
improved the ozone levels iIn
Philadelphia, which will lead to
improved regional compliance with the
Clean Air Act and reduce asthma
hospitalization and heart attacks.

Replacing the refinery with a
similarly polluting industrial process
will pose substantial health risks to
Philadelphia residents. Legacy
pollution at the PES refinery location
must be considered in the plans for
future use of the site and potential
for ongoing health impacts to people.

The Philadelphia community

has not been involved iIn the evaluation
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of the remediation plans or the
establishment of clean-up levels as
required by Act 2. Philadelphia
residents have a right to know about
the important health implications of
the decisions being made on their
behal f.

In summary, we"re very
concerned about the large scale
contribution of PES refinery emissions
to cancer, lung and heart disease to
Philadelphia residents. We hope that
recognition of these significant health
impacts i1nforms decisions regarding the
use of this property.

We recommend that clean-up
levels at the property committing i1t to
industrial use for the foreseeable
future be reconsidered because large
scale i1ndustry iIn proximity to densely
populated Philadelphia neighborhoods
may pose undue risk to public health.
We would gladly provide scientific
expertise and join community members to

allow for approved public engagement.
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Thank you for the opportunity to submit
these comments.
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you. Please state your name for the
record and begin your testimony.

MR. HAAS: Thank you. My
name i1s Charles Haas, and I"m the LD
Betz Professor of Environmental
Engineering and the Head of the
Department of Civil, Architectural and
Environmental Engineering at Drexel
University where | have been on the
faculty as well as lived 1In
Philadelphia for 29 years.

My remarks today are on my
personal behalf, although I note the
broad interest of many at Drexel in
helping to recover from the complex
past at this site and develop
constructive plans for the future. The
sad environmental legacy of the PES
site i1s well-known and all too typical
of many historical fossil fuel

operations throughout the U.S. and the
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world.

First, contaminants present
from historic and more recent
operations on the site are numerous and
widespread. However, there®s decades
of long history of remediation of
complex large contaminated sites.
Textbooks and courses devoted to this
Tield are widely available. There 1is
no technological barrier to remediating
a site to a more beneficial use than
continued industrial activity.

Second, the continued use of
the site for fossil fuel operations
maintains the potential risks adjacent
to the area communities and continues
the potential for an even greater
catastrophic event. Fossil fuel use is
exacerbating climate change, already
costing the Commonwealth hundreds of
millions of dollars a year. We need to
move toward a fossil fuel-free energy
system.

Third, the site can be used

for other purposes such as commercial,
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residential and recreational. One
exemplar is the much larger Fresh-Kills
Landfill in New York City being
redeveloped into a public park and
recreational area.

Another option that might be
included would be the development of a
renewal energy site to supply
Philadelphia®s needs. A recent study
showed how 53 major towns and cities in
North America including Philadelphia
can achieve total energy needs using
only wind, water and solar sources by
2050.

The use of a portion of the
PES site for a solar farm would provide
more fTlexibility and even offer
training and demonstration
opportunities. Moving to wind, water
and solar would result In a net
Increase in jobs with a total economic
savings and a reduction in premature
mortalities associated with fossil fuel
use.

Finally, decision-making in a
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complex problem such as this must
consider all costs and benefits. These
include externalities which may be
difficult or indeed impossible to
totally quantify. However, just
because damages are not quantifiable or
difficult to account for does not make
them less real or less significant.

Given that other uses of the
site will Increase jobs and promote
economic growth, In this case both the
readily quantifiable costs and
externalities are in alignment. To
ignore this alignment of interest would
be a detriment to the City. Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you for your testimony. Any questions
from Members of the Committee?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: All
right. Thank you very much. Can the
Clerk please call the next panel?

THE CLERK: Ryan O®"Callaghan,
Anthony Wigglesworth, Jim Snell and Bre
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Hashman.
(Panel approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Good
morning.

MR. O®CALLAGHAN: Good
morning.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thanks
for being here today. Please state
your name for the record and begin your
testimony.

MR. O"CALLAGHAN: My name is
Ryan O"Callaghan. I was the former
president of USW Local 10-1 and
formerly employed by Philadelphia
Energy Solutions. | would like to
thank you for having me today and for
the i1nvitation and the opportunity to
speak on behalf of my former members
and former employees of Philadelphia
Energy Solution.

The impact of the refinery
closing will be felt far and wide. The
impact on the fuel supply i1s this: The

Colonial pipeline which 1s the main
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artery that supplies gasoline, home
heating o1l and other refining products
to the East Coast was operating at its
maximum capacity before the shutdown.
The pipeline will not be able to make
up for the loss of a 335,000 barrel a
day refinery.

The Northeast will have to
rely on foreign refiners which will
lead to price spikes for home heating
oil, diesel, gasoline and will include
increased cost for the transportation
of those products. The South
Philadelphia refinery was a critical
supplier of gasoline, diesel, home
heating oil to be used i1In the United
States.

The loss of easily accessible
locally refined products is a national
security issue. The effect on labor
and the economy is this: The refinery
closure has caused some 1600 workers
to lose their jobs, 1200 workers, 400
steel workers, 560 salary and

management employed by PES and another
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400 members of building trades that
worked at the refinery daily. Other
members of the building trades that
worked i1n excess of 8 million man hours
since 2018 working on capital
improvement projects referred to in our
industry as turnaround since 2013.

A market analysis done by the
University of Texas estimates for the
loss of every one refinery job another
18 workers will lose part or all of
their 1ncome. If the refinery were to
remain shut down, up to 32,000 workers
will be affected. The analysis also
estimates that for the loss of every
100 refinery jobs, the economic output
to the region will be reduced by $1
billion. That comes to $16 billion. |
think the City estimates about $2.1
they will lose directly into the
coffers of the City, billion dollars.

The loss of revenue paid to
the City and state will require hard
choices to be made by our elected

officials. What programs will you cut,
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what City and state employees will be
affected. The poverty rate in the city
in Philadelphia 1s around 25 percent,
the highest of any major city in the
country.

Mayor Kenney and, you, City
Council, have taken great strides to
combat the poverty and to educate the
children of the City. |If the refinery
IS to remain shut down, your efforts,
the Mayor®s effort may not be fruitful.
Healthy communities need good jobs.

We have letters of support
from the Pennsylvania -- for the
continued operation of the refinery
from the Pennsylvania AFL-CI0, the
Philadelphia AFL-CIO, the Delaware
County AFL-CIO, Montgomery County
AFL-CIO, the United Labor Council of
Reading and Berks County, Greater
Wilkes-Barre Labor Council, AFSCME
District Council 88, Northwestern
Pennsylvania Labor Federation, also
some 40 state legislatures that

attended a meeting at our union hall on
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July 2nd and pledged their support for
the continued operation of the
refinery.

Also, 1°d like to add that 1
grew up in Grays Ferry. | moved out
when | was 26 years old. I1"m 47 now.
My mother was born and raised In a
Tasker home. She was born in 1935. My
father was born in 1935. He lived at
1530 South 30th Street In Grays Ferry.
He lived there his entire life. 1
still attend mass at St. Gabriel"s
Church In Grays Ferry on Sundays.

I previously volunteered at a
boxing center at 28th and Dickinson in
Grays Ferry. | would not sit iIn mass
in a pew with congregants 1t I believed
the work that where 1 worked was
harming them. 1 have relatives and
friends iIn the zip codes that were
mentioned here, 19145, 19146. Also the
other end of the refinery, the Girard
Point side, i1s mostly related to 19148
zip code and 1 have relatives and

friends there.
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The USW over the years has
had -- we have challenged the HF. Our
international union has. We have
negotiated on a local level for safety.
Some of those safety apparatuses worked
the night at that refinery. Some of
the training provided by the USW to our
members worked that night. We would

not work In an environment that would

harm us.

I was there the night of the
fire. |1 got called In at 4:30 i1n the
morning when the fire happened. 1 had

no 1ll health effects. My members had
no 1ll effects. We were under the
stacks. 1 am not a member of the ERT
there, but 1 was within 50 feet of the
fire.

I just fear that if this
refinery does not come up as a
refinery, there will be major program
cuts and the City will go deeper into
poverty and with poverty iIs crime.
Thank you and 1 welcome any questions.

(Applause.)
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: State
your name for the record and begin your
testimony.

MR. SNELL: Jim Snell.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: How are
you doing, Jim?

MR. SNELL: Councilman
Johnson, Members of the Committee,
thank you for having me here today. My
name i1s Jim Snell. 1"m the Business
Manager of Steamfitters Local 420,
which i1s a member of the Philadelphia
Building Trades. We cover the City of
Philadelphia, 1ts Collar counties, and
we also go up in Allentown and Reading.

Combined our union i1s several
thousand strong and we are more united
than ever, especially when it comes to
matters that affect the work we do and
the opportunities we have to apply our
trade. Needless to say, the closure of
Philadelphia Energy Solutions has been
devastating. Thousands of hard-working
men and women, steamfitters among them,

lost their jobs when the refinery
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closed this summer after the explosion.

We are still feeling the
economic aftershock after that
incident. Fortunately, no one was
hurt. For that, 1 personally want to
commend the highly-skilled men and
women who were working that day in that
refinery. Their swift response kept
their coworkers and the community safe,
and 1 think we all acknowledge that.

They did exactly as they were
trained to do. And then imagine how
difficult 1t is to know that the job
that you do is gone. You®"ve lost your
job. Our focus has been and remains on
helping workers and bringing back
good-paying jobs to this site. We will
never abandon the men and women whose
livelithoods were the real casualties
that particular day.

For those workers, everything
changed 1n that moment and It continues
to ripple throughout households i1In the
City and across the region as families

try to make ends meet and figure out
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what comes next. That 1s why I"m here
today to continue my work to help craft
the next chapter for that site.

In August we pulled together
local, state and federal elected
officials from the region for a news
conference at my union hall up in
Northeast Philly. At that time, we
wanted to ensure a safe, orderly
shutdown of PES because we wanted to
preserve the operability of the
refinery. We appreciate the work of
this Committee to examine the issue
further.

We also appreciate the
community input. 1 am a member of the
City"s Refinery Advisory Committee
which convened several public meetings
to discuss the future of PES, of that
site which has an industrial heritage
that stretches back more than 150
years. Times certainly have changed.

In 2012, local, state and
federal officials were doing everything

they could to keep that South
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Philadelphia refinery from closing when
It faced quite a few challenges. They
understood the nature of the site and
the value of the jobs that it brings.
To their credit, keeping it open then
as the newly formed Philadelphia Energy
Solutions saved workers and saved their
good-paying jobs.

Today, however, some critics
are cheering the closure of this
refinery because it doesn"t fit
Philadelphia®s new green image. They
seem to ignore some of the very real
consequences. What are they? That
plant when fully operational supported
6300 jobs and had a total economic
impact of $2.1 billion in Philadelphia
alone. And that"s just Philadelphia,
and these numbers come from the state.

And those jobs were highly
specialized and highly compensated.

And those numbers are hard to recoup
once they are gone. That i1s why 1
remain committed to and focused on

finding a new owner who will continue
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the tradition of heavily industrial
operations at that facility.

After more than 150 years of
industrial use, that really is the only
appropriate use for that site. The
challenges to putting any other light
activity on that site are so enormous
that 1t makes i1t nearly impossible, at
least 1n my lifetime. Our workers
deserve better and they deserve a new
opportunity.

None of us oppose alternative
energy development. None of us do. We
understand the collective efforts that
need to be made to protect our
environment and address climate change.
But this transition does not happen by
simply switching a switch. There"s
still a tremendous need for traditional
energy sources that power our everyday
lives and the feedstock to create the
products we rely on each and every day.

You may like or you simply
don"t want to admit i1t, but

petrochemicals are used iIn a
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bewildering array of household
products, carpeting, children®s
crayons, detergents, dyes, fertilizers,
plastic milk jugs, the plastic bottles
that many of us are drinking out of
today, pantyhose and perfume just to
name a few.

Philadelphia is known for its
vibrant healthcare sector. Well,
petrochemicals play a role In medicine
for manufacturing penicillin to
purified drugs, to make devices such as
artificial limbs and skin, for medical
equipment including bottles,
disposables syringes and much more.

Why would we ever turn our backs here
on the healthcare i1ndustry?
Philadelphia can help lead the way by
continuing the long tradition of heavy
industry, a legacy we should be proud
of, not ashamed of.

We all need to recognize that
the highly-skilled men and women who
make up our workforce are a resource as

valuable as the energy i1tself. That"s
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why we need to create -- excuse me,
that"s why we need to continue our

efforts to reopen this site and to

reopen it In a way that creates new
opportunities for our brothers and

sisters i1n the skilled trades.

Right now they feel abandoned
by those who have been devaluing the
work that they do or did and the skills
they honed over the years of education
and training. In closing, the next
chapter of this site needs to look a
lot like the chapters before it, a
proud tradition of heavy industry
manned by a skilled workforce earning
family-sustaining that helped to power
our economy In the city of
Philadelphia. Thanks for your time.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you. How are you doing, Mr. Tony?
Just state your name and begin your
testimony.

MR. WIGGLESWORTH: Anthony

Wigglesworth. Honorable Councilwomen
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and Councilmen of the Philadelphia City
Council, my name is Anthony
Wigglesworth and 1 am the Director of
the Philadelphia Area Labor Management
Committee, a private nonprofit
organization which works with business
leaders, senior union and management
representatives and community leaders
to improve labor management
relationships i1n Philadelphia.

I am honored to have been
asked by Councilman Kenyatta Johnson to
provide this testimony. Since 1985,
the Philadelphia Area Labor Management
Committee has worked with these
successive owners of the refinery in
South Philadelphia now known as
Philadelphia Energy Solutions.

Since 1995 working with our
labor and management partners, we have
maintained the Philadelphia Energy
Solutions work agreement, the longest
standing and most comprehensive
industrial agreement in the United

States. During this 34-year span,
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operations at the refinery and its
associated tank farms, rail yards and
storage facilities have generated over
$50 billion worth of economic activity
in the city of Philadelphia.

They have supported an
average of 7500 employees per year and
have generated over $1 billion worth of
total tax revenues to the city of
Philadelphia. In the last year alone,
Philadelphia Energy Solutions yielded
$237.1 million in wages, salaries and
benefits paid to direct and contract
workers.

In addition, PES accounted
for $875 million in supply chain
purchases exclusive of the purchase of
the crude oil. The recent closing of
this facility has created a significant
impact to our local economy, over 1400
permanent direct employees, i1ncluding
900 United Steelworker members and 500
nonrepresented employees have lost
their jobs as a result of the closing.

Over 500 contract employees,
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largely building trades members, have
also lost their jobs. These numbers do
not include the downstream effects of
the loss of business for supply chain
providers, for retail, commercial and
service employment and the loss of a
business concern whose headquarters was
in Philadelphia.

Unfortunately, the economic
impact of this closing is not
recoverable. The loss of these high-
wage jobs, most of which were made
available to workers without post-
secondary degrees, cannot be replaced
by other businesses. The average
annual salaries of $80,000 for blue-
collar workers and $120,000 for
permanent salaried and professional
employees cannot be easily duplicated
in the Philadelphia market.

Now, there are other impacts
being felt In the region regarding the
refinery shuttering. |In addition to
the loss of over 2,000 manufacturing

jobs, this closing presents a
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significant supply shock to the East
Coast fuel market. Given the domestic
supply to the East Coast i1s also
constrained, the current supply system
located largely on the Texas Gulf Coast
iIs already operating at capacity.
Therefore, the shortage of fuel along
the East Coast would Impact customers
with possible increases in the price of
fuel.

In Philadelphia, this
translates to additional hardship among
the City"s poorest residents.
Statistically, less advantaged City
residents are more reliant on oil for
home heating fuel. 1t i1Is estimated
that PES when operating fully was
responsible for 5 percent of the
gasoline production on the East Coast
and 30 to 40 percent of the region®s
diesel and heating oil production.

Removing this significant
percentage from heating oil supply will
no doubt be reflected In iIncreased

prices to those consumers who can least
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afford these increases. In addition to
price increases, two other mimplications
for the refinery"s closing can be
anticipated. First, given the
fragility of Gulf Coast"s supply
logistics and as referenced a little
bit earlier, we can expect natural
disasters and oil transport issues to
crop up and, therefore, supply will be
diminished to our region.

Second and a more long-term
concern, removing the significant
portion of home heating oil production
will result in increased reliance on
foreign refining products in our
future. Efforts currently under the
way by Philadelphia Energy Solutions to
safely i1dle this South Philadelphia
refinery and to preserve its integrity
as an industrial site In the future
ought to be applauded.

It 1s essential, however,
that availability of this site for a
successor owner to operate as a heavy

industrial facility be maintained. The
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city of Philadelphia has experienced
successive ways of industrial
abandonment over its history. The City
iIs riddled with brown fields left by
corporations who ceased operations and
abandoned any responsibility for their
properties.

We need look no further than
the former Rohm & Haas Bridesburg plant
to find an example of a deadzone whose
future use 1s compromised as a result
of the lack of corporate responsibility
for the property. It is essential that
the South Philadelphia refinery
continue as an industrial site so that
an ongoing corporate concern can manage
i1ts condition. A derelict unused,
unremediated, 1300 acres in South
Philadelphia is far worse than an
industrial re-use which includes
corporate stewardship and public
regulatory oversight.

At a time when our society
has decided to diminish resources for

public use and given the competition
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between feeding, housing and educating
citizens versus remediating places, the
only path forward for a site such as
Philadelphia Refinery i1s an intelligent
labor management partnership routed iIn
a vibrant business enterprise, which
provides jobs and a tax space for the
citizens and government of Philadelphia
Thank you for your time and attention.
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
state your name and begin your
testimony.

MR. HASHMAN: Hi, my name is
Breanna Hashman and 1 work for Clean
Water Action. The pollution of the PES
refinery iIs so extensive that the
public health risks are undeniable and
that will be covered more by
environmentalists panels here. But the
risk I find most terrifying about this
antiquated refinery i1s the potential
for massive HF release as a geochemist
who has worked with and literally been

burned by high concentrations of
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hydrofluoric acid.

So before 1 ever considered
outside of academia, 1 used HF more
times that 1 could count as a
geochemist. | used 1t to dissolve
rocks, repeat, dissolve rocks. So
corrosion of steel pipes that are
exposed to HF 1s i1nevitable. 1 was
exposed when 1 reached across the hot
plate of boiling sample and my white
Tyvek suit came up and 1t got me
between my suit and the gloves.

It was just a tiny little
drop, but I knew I had to treat it
promptly. So | managed to make the
solution one handed and be able to
apply 1t within 10 minutes of exposure,
and that"s critical because an HF burn
will continue to burn until It"s
neutralized. 1t will burn through your
body and 1t will burn deeply.

And not everyone is lucky as
me when 1t comes to exposure, because a
post-doctoral researcher that was In a

research group was less lucky. The HF
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he distilled had corroded in its
container and released a liter of
highly concentrated acid onto his leg.
The pain was so extreme that he
couldn®t create a solution to treat the
exposure, call for help or even dial
911.

Luckily, his agonizing
screams were heard outside and he got
to the ER 1n time and managed to
survive without losing his leg. You
see, when HF exposure i1s highly
concentrated, you may feel
Incapacitating pain that prevents you
from seeking aid.

IT exposure i1s lower and more
diffuse, people can be slowly burned
without realizing theilr iInjuries,
leading to loss of limb or death. HF
penetrates deeply into your body and
sometimes burns don"t become visible
until a limb needs to be amputated. A
2013 report by the United Steelworkers
Union calls for an end for the use of

HF at refineries.
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An estimated -- HF release
from PES could endanger 611 union
workers and 1,308,400 Philadelphia
residents, and this was in 2013. HF
release from oil refineries can travel
anywhere from 1 to 25 miles. What"s
scary is that any Philadelphia®s
resident that gets exposed to HF 1n
significant quantities won"t have a
treatment handy like the researcher did
in my lab group, and a lot of doctors
don"t know how to treat HF because
exposure i1s a relatively rare
phenomenon.

So this 1s my personal
experience with one contaminant
associated with this refinery, but
there®s a million other personal
stories. There"s a mother®s children
who have cancer. There"s mothers and
fathers with children who have asthma
that are missing their school. There
are people with cancer who may not be
able to work. There are so many

different personal stories. It"s
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important that we do not become numb to

what these contaminants are because

they are very real. Thank you.
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much for your testimony.
Councilwoman Cindy Bass?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
so much, Mr. Chairman. Thank you
everyone for being here, and 1 just had
a couple of questions. And as we
grapple with the challenges of the
environment, energy, the cost of
energy, jobs, health, and safety iIin my
mind being paramount among those
iIssues, I"m wandering i1f you could give
us some 1deas or suggestions in terms
of 1T the site was to be opened, what
kind of things would need to be done to
ensure the safety, the health and well-
being of the people that live In the
community?

I think that PES it"s clear
did a terrible job in terms of

maintaining this site and thank God, no
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one was killed. 1 do think 1t"s a
result of the folks who were working
when that explosion occurred, that 1t"s
because of them that there was not a
loss of life. So how do we address
what needs to be done in terms of
making sure that a site 1T i1t were
opened, how would that work iIn terms of
being so close to a residential
community and also making sure that the
lives of the folks who live iIn the
neighborhood as well as those who work
at the site are safe, that their health
and safety i1s paramount?

When 1 think about the
closing and the job loss, 1 know that
I"ve lost or that people who live in my
District in the 8th Council District
worked at that site, so | know that
there are people that have lost their
employment as a result of the site
closing.

We don"t take 1t lightly.
When 1 look at what"s happening in

Philadelphia and the violence that"s
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happening, the number one way to get a
lot of these guys who are out here
causing all kinds of trouble with guns,
IS to make sure that they have jobs,
family-sustaining jobs. Not jobs

that -- and no disrespect to anybody,
but not jobs that are working at fast
food or anything like that, and there"s
nothing wrong with that, but I"m just
saying that you"re not going to take a
guy who"s on the corner hustling and
move him Into a job that"s not going to
be family-sustaining and think that
he"s going to stay.

So we would like to see
opportunities and jobs here iIn the
Philadelphia region that are going to
be well-paying and family-sustaining
and all of those kinds of things, but
how do we do 1t safely? That"s the
question. Because 1 think PES really
put all of us In jeopardy. This really
could have been catastrophic. And so,
I just want to hear your response and

what you thought about that.
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MR. O®CALLAGHAN: Thank you,
Councilwoman. First, we need a
responsible owner. Some time ago we
the workers 1In the USW, we took
ownership of the facility. It"s our
blood, sweat and tears and we do live
in the community and around the
community. And our union, our
international union, has advocated for
safety as was mentioned iIn -- or this
young lady had mentioned i1t, iIn 2013.

So our international union
and our local union are on top of
things as best we can. But we welcome
any kind of safety apparatus or
monitoring systems that anyone can
think of, because 1t protects us as
well. Most of us work 12-hour shifts
there, Christmas, you know, multiple
long hours. So anything we would
support, as our international supported
with HF.

As far as 1 can touch on
hiring people from the community, PES

did have a program with Bok High School

Page 127

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




November 22, 2019

Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

to hire people In, and they did and
they went through our apprenticeship.
And 1 would just like to mention and
touch on poverty. One of the younger
people who got hired and came through
the apprenticeship, he had his whole
family on his cell phone bill.

That job raised him and his
parents, they were immigrants, out of
poverty. So that®"s what i1t means and
that"s why 1"m passionate about getting
that place started up because I"ve seen
it in front of me. But as far as
safety, we"ve been on them pretty tough
for safety, realizing we were really
basically working for banks.

And I don"t mind another bank
coming in, but we need a reliable --
that"s committed to safe, sound and
environmentally friendly operation and
that"s what we hope we can get. | hope
I answered your question.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: I hear
you, you did. It"s not really

specific, but 1t does give us some --
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it lets us know that you®re flexible
and willing to work with folks who are
interested i1In doing the right thing and
looking out for the community. But the
only other thing I wanted to say is |
do really want to emphasize and thank
the folks who were working on the site
again when the explosion occurred,
because this really could have been so
much worse than it was. The loss of
life really could have just been
catastrophic.

And 1t doesn"t matter i1f you
live in Mount Airy or Germantown or
Southwest Philly or Bridesburg or
wherever. We"re all affected. That
air just doesn"t stay in one
neighborhood. So we"re all breathing
it. It"s affecting all of us. And
again, | just want to say again thank
you to the folks who really kept all of
us out of harm®"s way on that day, so
thank you.

MR. O®CALLAGHAN: Thank you.

MR. WIGGLESWORTH: 1 think
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there are beyond the responsible owner
that Ryan mentioned that we should be
paying attention to. One 1is
hydrofluoric acid in a refinery Is an
octane accelerant. That"s what it
does. It iIncreases the octane of the
product. There are alternatives.

I think 1t"s unconscionable
that any responsible owner coming back
to this refinery would reintroduce
hydrofluoric acid in the
manufacturing process. The stock
that"s on site has been neutralized.
The process of re-energizing that
product on the site is not something
that I think i1s i1n the future cards.
The second thing is --

(Applause.)

MR. WIGGLESWORTH: Please.
The second thing is the regulation that
we got around remediation of the site
was not through the public sector. It
happened as a result of the bankruptcy
In 2012 where responsibility for

remediation had to be apportioned
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between the old owner and the new
owner. Any process going forward
should include that same opportunity to
take a look at what the apportionment
would be between this existing PES and
the new owner going forward so that the
public®"s iInterest and the site"s
interest, quite honestly, and
remediation is preserved.

And then finally, iIn this
in-between period we should be looking
for operations that are multi-faceted
and energy hubbed, not just the
refinery. That"s been iIn the plans for
a long time, not actualized, although
there are biomass activities that are
being anticipated right now in
conjunction with resuming refining
operations, those are to be encouraged.
So they*"re the three specifics 1 would
mention to you In answering your
question.

MR. O®CALLAGHAN: If I could,
that"s what the USW has advocated for,

a different process other than the HF
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since 2013.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Very good
information to have. Thank you very
much .

MS. HASHMAN: 1 would just
like to say responsible leadership is
key, but 1t"s hard to know who the
responsible potential owners are when
the bidding process isn"t transparent.

(Applause.)

MS. HASHMAN: So I think we
owe 1t to our union workers. 1 think
we owe it to the public to be able to
know who these bidders are because i1f
this bidder i1s coming in and they don"t
want to iInvest In the property and get
the maximum amount of profit, then
accidents like this can happen again.
But like you said, 1t can be much, much
worse and I don"t think anyone at this
table wants that.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Chairman
Brown?

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:

All of you all have presented
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additional information that is
important for us and important to be
reflected on the record so that we hear
from all the directly and indirectly
associated with this complex issue.
What matters to me as | had the
conversation with -- and really a
discussion with you, Jim, yesterday and
other members is that I"m of the view
that when you get smart people around
the table who care about a complex
issue and are willing to bring their
lens but also willing to check their
egos at the door so that we can find a
mutually win-win. Win-lose equations
put us 1n a place of animosity and
discontent, 1T you will.

This 1s an opportunity for us
to do that, because these are jobs
feeding families across the City. |IT
we care about poverty and we care about
not locking up young men, most of whom
look like me, they need jobs. And
equally important, we need to foster

and insist on and sometimes be very
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indignant about wanting to have a
healthy environment for those employees
to come 1n and work so that they could
feed their families.

So as we broach this and
attack this issue because i1t"s a real
opportunity as well to look for and
find and demand an equation that keeps
those jobs whole while we figure out
and insist on a healthy environment for
the employees and the families who have
been negatively impacted around that.
Thank you for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: I just
want to follow up on your comment
regarding the transparency of the
bidding process. And so, we"ll be
having conversations with the Mayor-®s
office and 1 will also talk to my
colleague Councilman Henon as well just
to find out why isn"t that process just
transparent and just open to the
public, because at the end of the day

iT 1t"s upfront, we shouldn®t have
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anything to add about the process.

And so, 1711 definitely do
some additional -- at least ask the
question as to why 1t can"t be public
because we are dealing with public
dollars as well. So at this particular
point In time, 1"m going to acknowledge
Councillman Bobby Henon.

COUNCILMAN HENON: Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. And one, | want to thank
not the panel here, but I want to thank
everybody for coming out today and
talking about this issue because a lot
of the concerns that we"re discussing
here today are going to continue. But
my take-away from today®s hearing is
I"m looking at where you have the
Philadelphia building trades, you have
the boirlermakers, you have the
petrochemical industry representatives
and Area Labor Management sitting
alongside with a Clean Water Action,
all right, which 1s an unusual kind of
panel. But we"re all 1In agreement that

we need each other to get through this
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process.

We need each other to
continue to coordinate on how to send a
message to a new owner. We"re talking
about the new owner. We had an
unfortunate tragedy that could have
been much worse 1f 1t wasn"t for the
swift, trained action of the workers
that are on site now. So | want to
commend you and your training.

I want to commend you for the
workers who when their training needed
to kick 1n at that particular time for
all of us here today in the city of
Philadelphia and their families, so we
need to continue to train our workers.
We need to continue to train our
workers for future operations.

But as far as a future owner,
one thing I did hear i1s that there are
alternatives to hydrogen fluoride, so
we should be discussing that. All
right. And that is the responsible --
that 1s more environmentally

responsible friendly direction that we
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need to do without keeping people out
of job opportunities, without keeping
Philadelphians the opportunity to have
that access to training, to have that
future of sustaining the city of
Philadelphia, raising our kids,
contributing to our schools and making
sure that our families have also jobs
of generation.

Instead of generational
poverty, we have the opportunity for
generational job creators. And I think
this site can and should have that same
opportunity, but unfortunately it took
an almost tragic occurrence for us to
recognize what the future can bring.
And 1 think the future is iIn this room
and I think the future i1s in front of
us right here. And I know that the
City working as a partner and the state
working as a partner with the community
and with the workforce development and
with all of the nonprofit groups who
are advocating for a cleaner and

greener and a safe environment for all
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of us to raise our families, so | just
want to thank you all for being here
and look forward to these continued
dialogues.

And 1 just want to be clear,
we are talking about future owners, not
past. We"re talking about future. And
we shouldn®"t be cutting the sleeves off
our vest when 1t comes to we have a
chance to make things better and make
things right. So 1 look forward to
working collaboratively with everybody.
Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you, everyone, for your testimony.
Thank you very much.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Can 1 make
a brief statement, Councilman?

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Oh, I™m
sorry. Councilwoman Helen Gym?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you
very much. Again, we"re reminded of
who"s not here which i1s PES. They are
not here. And again, 1 just want to

echo the comment of my Council
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colleague that i1t"s up to us to figure
out how we"re going to make our way
through this together and that has to
be a balance between ensuring that we
have quality-sustaining jobs where
people®s lives are not ended by private
equity and banks rating public goods,
but also ensuring the long-term health
and well-being of our community.

We cannot afford to pit
workers and communities against one
another. We actually have to unify.

We can®"t allow our City"s future to be
determined by a Bankruptcy Court and
Federal judges and whatever obscure
processes that they have. We are
trying to exercise what we can.

We have -- the most important
thing that we have the ability to do is
try to bring all of us together and
find a common solution that meets
needs, but i1t entails our ability to
hear one another. It really does. It
entails our ability to hear grievances

and difficulties, pain and trauma
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that"s gone on for a while.

And so, I think that"s our
pledge to try and ensure that we"re
going to do things that are in the best
interest of our economy, our health and
safety. We"re dealing with 1t. We
dealt with 1t over the summer with
Hahnemann Hospital when private equity
bankrupted a hospital that stood here
before the Civil War, left 50,000
people without a healthcare center.

One less Level 1 trauma care.

We"re now down to five
maternal wards i1in a City that once had
19. A man gets shot 16 times and walks
to where he thought should have been an
emergency room that would have been
opened to him and iInstead, it"s a
closed building, so we understand the
pain. We do. And we"ve got to figure
out what the solutions are, and we"re
in 1t together. That"s the biggest
thing. So thank you very much for
testifying.

MS. HASHMAN: And 1 would be
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remiss and 1 would have to answer to my
boss to explain that 1"m on this panel
for a disability accommodation. But
I"m really glad that this chance
happened so that we can demonstrate
that there are commonalities and we
shouldn®"t vilify entire groups.
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you. Thank you for your testimony.
Can the Clerk please call the next
panel?

THE CLERK: John Grady, Anna
Shipp.

(Panel approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Can you
please state your name for the record
and begin your testimony?

MS. SHIPP: Sure thing. Good
afternoon. I"m Anna Shipp. 1°m the
Executive Director of the Sustainable
Business Network of Greater
Philadelphia.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Can you

Page 141

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight

November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

pull the mic a little closer?

MS. SHIPP: Thank you for the
opportunity to testify.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you.

MS. SHIPP: To honor your
request for time, 111 try to keep my
testimony short so please refer to my
full testimony which speaks to the
importance of considerations for
climate change impact, the decline of
the fossil fuel i1ndustry and of the
necessity in balancing economic growth
with social equity and climate
resilience. [1"11 focus my testimony on
explored potential future uses.

Environmental, social and
economic systems are deeply
interdependent. We must take the long
view In evaluating the future of this.
Understand that we have an Immense
landmark opportunity and responsibility
to innovate and grow our economy
sustainably by i1nvesting In solutions

that benefit people and the planet.
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Throughout the Refinery
Advisory Group process, SBN heard from
members and other stakeholders about
potential uses for the site. As with
any good business decision, market
considerations, site specific assets
and l1abilities and location were all
included as part of a discussion of
what could be an economically viable
use for the site.

For the stakeholders that SBN
engaged, social and environmental
benefits of the end uses were also
factors. To reiterate our public
representation on behalf of the
Business Subcommittee on September 9,
2019, the list of potential uses that
was developed offered a starting point
and was not meant to be an exhaustive
list of all possible options. However,
rising to the top for SBN were
proposals for alternative energy
production and resource recovery.

Specific ideas included wind

by manufacturing, a renewable energy
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farm and a commercial composting
facility. Articulated goals by the
City gives these i1deas additional merit
and the size of the site coupled with
the iInfrastructure assets means there
was room for one solution.

For example, there i1s ongoing
interest 1n a municipal level
composting programming. One of the
challenges with implementing this type
of program i1s the space needed to
operate a composting facility. The
refinery site can provide that space
while leaving room for additional uses.

Another example 1s the City"s

commitment to the Paris Climate Accord.
The City owns 600 buildings and has
pledged to get 100 percent of its
electricity from renewable sources by
2030, just 10 years away.
Additionally, the City"s 3,000 biggest
commercial buildings currently account
for 17 percent of all carbon emissions,
SO supporting them to transition to

renewable energy would significantly
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reduce the City"s carbon footprint.

During the conversations
around the City"s Landmark Power
Purchase Agreement for a 70 megawatt
solar farm that would provide renewable
energy for 22 percent of City-owned
burldings. There were concerns about
setting the solar farm 1n Adams County
because Philadelphians would have
limited ability to benefit from those
jobs. With this space at the refinery
site, renewable energy could be
generated by Philadelphia for
Philadelphia while leaving room for
additional uses.

with all the potential
available 1In this space and the City"s
focus on climate, water quality
protection, waste reduction and
equitable economic growth, there®s a
unique opportunity here for City
leadership to demonstrate i1ts
commitment to achieving these goals.
And these and other examples

demonstrate that when anchored by
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strong triple bottom line values, the
site can be repurposed to create
family-sustaining jobs which make our
city more climate resilient, improved
community health and safety and lead
Philadelphia into a new phase of
equitable and climate-focused planning
and development.

SBN was honored to have been
asked to participate in the Refinery
Advisory Group and we appreciate the
opportunity to address the Committees
here today. We urge Council and the
Administration to take advantage of the
significant research and community
input that has been generated in favor
of a bold transition of the refinery
site and to use your respective powers
to influence the site"s best social,
environmental and economic future, so
thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank

you very much. John, please state your

name officially for the record and
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begin your testimony.

MR. GRADY: Good morning, my
name i1s -- good afternoon. 1"m sorry.
My name is John Grady. 1°m here as the
President of the Philadelphia
Industrial Development Corporation,
PIDC. 1 want to thank the Co-chairs
for organizing today®"s hearing and for
the members for participating and the
invitation for us to come and offer
some comments.

I"ve submitted testimony so
I*m happy to have that submitted for
the record and 1 will just summarize a
couple of points. One 1s | am here
today on behalf of PIDC and 1 think you
know and Councilman Johnson knows for
sure as a Board member of PIDC, we"re
the nonprofit partnership of the City
In the business community, that for
more than 60 years has worked very
closely with government and with
business to foster i1nvestment and
development and job growth throughout
the City.

Page 147

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight

November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

Our mission very much aligns
with a vision for a Philadelphia
economy that i1s diversified, growing
and inclusive and one that creates
jobs, i1nvestment and revitalization
throughout the entire city. And I
think a lot of times our role on behalf
of our partners in government and in
the business community i1s to really
bring some practical perspective to the
process of attracting investment,
negotiating transactions and building
the kind of partnerships that are
necessary to build long-term growth.

You heard a lot today already
about some of the things iIn my
testimony, particularly the significant
economic impact of the refinery over
the long-term. You"ve also heard a lot
about the 1mperative for any kind of an
operation on site to be safe and to
protect both human health and the
environment, and you"ve heard a lot
today about potential re-uses for the

site, so I won"t focus on those but
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reinforce those points all as Important
considerations to what comes next.

The second point 1 would make
IS that as we look at opportunities and
whether they are positive or negative
opportunities around development, the
first thing we focus on will be the
site. And 1 think 1t"s worth
considering that the refinery site has

many key assets that will shape its

future use considerations. It"s 1400
acres. 1It"s a large scale site. 1It's
under single ownership. It"s

industrially zoned and allows for a
variety of activities there, including
refining and other industrial
activities that both support and
complement those kinds of activities,
including a lot of the activities that
you"ve heard talked about In the
testimony today.

It"s a site that is
strategically located. It has
proximity to key growing economic

drivers in our city and region, iIn
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particular the port and the airport
where we see significant growth in
logistics and transportation and the
infrastructure necessary to support
those. And i1t also has connections to
multimodal transportation
infrastructure, including highways, the
Delaware River and Class 1 railroads,
all unique i1n terms of the positioning
and scale of the physical asset here on
the site.

There®"s significant
industrial infrastructure onsite
including processing equipment, storage
facilities and infrastructure,
industrial utilities, wastewater
treatment, docs for access to the river
and a new rail unloading facility.

This site also benefits importantly to

the large supply of skilled labor that

can animate any number of the uses that
were talked about today.

So as a physical asset when
we think about the future of the

property, there®s a number of really
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strong Important considerations to keep
in mind as use potential is evaluated.
At the same time, I think the site also
has numerous liabilities and
uncertainties associated with i1t.

We also supported the
Refinery Advisory Committee. My
colleague Anne Nevins, Co-chair at the
Business Committee, we did some
research around precedence for the
repurposing of refineries, particularly
in the U.S. And quite frankly, there"s
not a lot of precedent. There"s a lot
of precedent for industrial
repositioning. We®"ve seen some of that
In our own city.

We"ve seen 1t certainly iIn
other places i1In the region and
throughout the Commonwealth with things
like large steel mills which had big
industrial facilities on them and had
certain challenges around use and
re-use, but we don"t have a lot of
experience on the repurposing of

petroleum refining facilities and some
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of the unique considerations associated
with that.

A couple of things, three
things I would like to kind of think
about 1n particular around the concept
of liabilities and uncertainties
related to the continued use of the
site. First of all, as we"ve heard the
site"s In private ownership. The
current bankruptcy proceeding as the
rule of law would permit will have a
significant impact on the ownership and
the use and the investment
opportunities that will be presented to
the City and to a variety of
constituents.

We all will pay attention and
be as engaged as we can in following
that process. Second, there are a
series of physical conditions including
the extent of the fire damage, the
condition of the processing equipment,
the proximity of the site to
residential communities, the cost and

time required to demolish and remove
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heavy existing machinery and
infrastructure 1f we are to consider
any kind of re-uses that involve either
refining or other complementary or
associated industrial uses.

Most of that information is
largely unknown to the public so we
don"t have access to it. We can"t
offer an opinion. But I think as you
heard 1n the prior panel, learning more
about that information will be critical
to thinking about re-use.

And then the third piece, |
think that we"ll have a significant
bearing on the potential and the
opportunity associated with the
property, will be the extent and
restrictions associated with long-term
environmental contamination, the
remediation of that contamination and
the fact that the constraint of the
contamination and the remediation, how
it will constrain future uses.

We know from available public

documents that the contamination iIn the

Page 153

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight

November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

soil and groundwater iIs pervasive. It
certainly restricts any future access
and use of the property, including
refining uses and any other industrial
uses and more detailed assessment of
the environmental condition of the
property. The proposed remediation
program that i1s under way and those
remediations in light of future use
potential are all really important
considerations from a practical point
of view.

Before we start to talk about
what this site can be used for, there
really has to be a significant and
serious evaluation of all of those
factors for any type of ongoing re-use
on the site. Despite all of the
market, financial and physical and
environmental challenges, we believe
this site can and must be a significant
generator of jobs and tax revenue for
the City and the region, while also
operating 1In a safe and environmental

and respectful manner going forward.
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We appreciate again the
opportunity to participate, to hear
testimony today and to offer some
testimony. And as you would expect, we
will be here for 60 more years as we
think about the future use of a
property like this. Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much for your testimony. And,
John, as you make your transition, |
just want to publicly say thank you for
your service and your commitment to the
city of Philadelphia as well as the
business community, but thank you for
taking time out of your schedule and
providing your insight here today.
Thank you very much.

MR. GRADY: Thank you. |
appreciate 1t.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Can the
Clerk read the next panel?

THE CLERK: Mark Alan Hughes,
Harris Steinberg.

(Panel approached

Witness Table.)
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Good
afternoon. Mr. Hughes, thank you for
coming back. I know you were here when
Councilman Derek Green hosted his
hearing regarding particular polls
around that time, so we thought i1t was
critical that you -- thank you for
taking the i1nvitation to provide your
insight as to this particular topic,
because that information you provided
before was very, very realistic,
practical and very helpful. And so, 1
just want to thank you for taking time
out of your schedule. Just state your
name for the record and begin your
testimony, please.

MR. HUGHES: Mark Alan
Hughes. I am the Faculty Director at
the Climate Center for Energy Policy at
the University of Pennsylvania. And
thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for
the i1nvitation and thank you to all of
the Members not present at the current
moment for the opportunity to share

some testimony, and thank you also for
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the opportunity to listen to the
testimony that has been gathered for
this hearing.

It"s extremely -- as always
every time | come into this room, 1
learn more than I teach and i1t"s
extremely useful. 1 only want to make
one point. | submitted very detailed,
written comments and this one point 1Is
actually a point that is about the
second half of my written comments
which i1s a point about bankruptcy.

Everyone has mentioned
bankruptcy. 1 saw the eyebrows of
every Member arch, including yours,
Mr. Chair, at the discussion about
transparency. | think what we are
looking for is the policy hook that can
actually give legs and breath to the
policy aspirations of everyone iIn this
room.

The urgent opportunity now is
In the bankruptcy process. Let me
applaud the City for creating an

opportunity In that process. The
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bidding rules have been established and
debated and settled in the last two
weeks. The City Law department was on
the job and filed a limited objection
to PES®"s proposing bidding rules
requesting and receiving official
participation status in the process.

That status will allow the
City and i1ts authorized
representatives, and that is a key
question that 1 would Invite everyone
on the Committees and in the room to
pay attention to, the City i1s In a
position to authorize representatives
who will be given access to the
identity and some details of the bids
In the process, the bids -- the
proposals of which are being submitted
today as we speak in the Bankruptcy
Court. The auction will be held iIn
January, probably on January 17th.

The second thing that the
City requested and received, again
congrats to the City for being on the

case on this, i1s that they will be
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consulted during the auction process.
Authorized representatives of the City
will be consulted during the auction
process as i1t unfolds. That iIs your
opportunity to influence, not decide
but to influence.

Now, the question becomes how
do you influence. You need two things:
You need a basis for your claims that
you want to make and you need a
leverage to -- you need leverage to
implement those claims. What are your
claims? There are at least three
claims.

First, the City has over the
last dozen years established ever
increasingly ambitious emissions goals.
The City and i1ts regional partners like
Septa and others are spending hundreds
of millions of dollars to implement
those emissions reduction goals.
Proposals at the site will burden, not
all, but some proposals may burden
those hundreds of millions of dollars

that are being put towards emissions
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goals. That is your claim.

Your second claim, the City
Is spending hundreds of millions of
local, state and federal dollars on
environmental justice issues, public
health, rebuild and so on. Those
hundreds of millions of dollars on
environmental health issues will be
burdened by some, but not all of the
proposals that are brought before the
auction. That"s a second claim.

Your third claim is that the
City i1s spending hundreds of millions
of dollars, and this is probably the
biggest pot of your money, the state
money and federal money on workforce
and economic development In the City.
Those hundreds of millions of dollars,
especially 1n workforce, training and
placement will be burdened by some, but
not all, of the proposals.

You have three substantial
claims to affect how the judge values
the bids. Your mechanisms are the Air

Pollution Control Act of the 1950s
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which specifically, specifically
protects local standards for air
pollution that can exceed that of the
state. 1It"s In the statute. And the
second one is that you have the power
to review and withhold permits for any
substantial new use on any land use
inside the City and all of this, much
of what"s being talked about is going
to be a substantial new use, even if
It"s based on repairs.

So you“ve got leverage,
you"ve got claims and the City has --
the Law Department has created an
opportunity for you to participate in
that. The last thing I will say is
this, 1t is absolutely the point of
bankruptcy procedures and proceedings
to create maximum value for the
creditors. That i1s 1t, right. But
this judge has already used words like
""appropriate'” that community concerns
be entered Into these proceedings, that
he expressed a "hope"™ that the City"s

seat at the table will be "sufficient”
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to make sure those concerns are
addressed.

That may sound like nothing,
but for a Bankruptcy judge to pry open
the opportunity for a public interest
In the consideration of making sure the
creditors get paid i1s very, very
important. And 1t continues, what
happened with the bankruptcy discussion
around the Inquirer and Media Holdings.
So there is a real opportunity and it"s
urgent and 1t"s going to happen between
now and January. 1"m going to stop
with that and will be happy to
entertain any questions.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
state your name for the record and
begin your testimony.

MR. STEINBERG: Good
aftternoon, Mr. Chair. My name is
Harris Steinberg. |1 am the Executive
Director of the Lindy Institute of
Urban Innovation at Drexel University

and a distinguished teaching professor

Page 162

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight

November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

of architecture, design and urbanism at
Drexel*"s Westpahl College of Media Arts
and Design.

I also serve as a Special
Advisor on urbanism to Drexel President
John Fry providing oversight in our
campus and neighborhood development
portfolio. [1°ve been at Drexel for
five years. Prior to joining Drexel, |
was the founding Executive Director of
Penn practices, the applied research
arm Penn School of Design and an
Adjunct Associate Professor of city
planning. 1 served in that position
for 12 and a half years.

I want to thank Council for
holding these hearings on the future of
the 1400-acre Philadelphia Energy
Solutions site on the lower Schuylkill
and acknowledge the work of the PES
Advisory Group convened by the Managing
Director"s office. These are vital
first steps 1n the critical public
conversation about the future

development of this challenging site.
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I submitted as testimony my
July 14, 2019 Philadelphia Inquirer
commentary piece entitled After Fire, A
Chance For Better Use. The piece
called for the creation of a long-term
vision for the adaptive re-use
integration of the PES site and to the
surrounding city.

I offered examples of other
formally heavily polluted industrial
sites 1In the U.S. and overseas from
Seattle to the rural valley i1In Germany,
to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Humberg and
London. They have evolved into vibrant
areas from parks to whole new
neighborhoods and challenged us to take
seriously the opportunity to rethink
this part of the City given its
strategic location connecting the
dynamic economic hubs, Center City,
University City, Philadelphia
International Airport and the Navy
Yard.

Over my 37-year professional

career in Philadelphia, 1°ve had the
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good fortune to work on a number of
large scale public planning projects,
including the landmark Civic Vision for
the Central Delaware which 1 led from
2006 to 2007. The project was
authorized by Executive order of
Philadelphia Mayor John Street and was
championed by then Philadelphia
Councilman Frank DiCicco.

The process engaged more than
4,000 Philadelphians participating in
more than 200 meetings over 13 months
and changed Philadelphia planning
history, of bending decades of failed
attempts to develop the Central
Delaware producing a value spaced
vision for 7-mile long 1100-acre
stretch of Riverfront.

The PES site is arguably one
of the most important sites in the City
today. At 1400 acres, i1t is larger
than Center City and i1t affords us the
chance to heal the environmental damage
caused by 150 years of heavy oil

industry use, connect the site iInto the
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surrounding neighborhoods, address
issues of environmental justice,
restore environmental systems, manage
sea level rise and create a series of
vibrant new neighborhoods surrounding a
wide variety -- supporting a wide
variety of social, economic and
environmental uses.

You will hear from Joe Minott
of the Clean Air Council later in this
hearing. The Lindy Institute is
fortunate to partner with the Clean Air
Council under a planning grant from the
William Penn Foundation to continue
this public conversation about the
future of the PES site.

Over the next few months as
the Evergreen Resources Group invites
public comment on their plans to
remediate the legacy Sunoco operation
on the PES site, the Clean Air Council
will work with the public to encourage
the highest standards of environmental
remediation, while the Lindy Institute

will produce a set of images of what
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the site might look like over time.

This work Is expected to be
completed in March. 1t will not yield
a comprehensive vision or a plan, but
Is rather an overture to a much-needed
public visioning process. |1°d like to
remind Council that we have done this
before. We have created landmark
visionary plans that live over many
generations and make Philadelphia one
of the most livable cities in the world
today.

William Penn®s and Thomas
Holme®s 1683 vision for Philadelphia
was a radical city plan that merged
utopian values with real estate
pragmatism. In the middle 1800s, we
created Fairmount Park, a 4-000
watershed park that still provides
water to Philadelphians. And in the
early 20th century, we designed the
Benjamin Franklin Parkway, an urban
boulevard of an unequaled elegance.

We are now presented with yet

another opportunity to think big and
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long-term. We must resist the urge to
allow the status quo to inform our next
steps. Cities are evolutionary
organisms that are nurtured by
innovation and change. [I"m not here to
advocate for any particular use or user
group.

I"m here to urge Council to
support a thoughtful public planning
process that engages a wide number of
Philadelphians from all walks of life
to surface the values that will create
the guidelines for a vision of how this
site can evolve into a healthy and
dynamic part of Philadelphia®s future.
It 1s our southern gateway and as such,
deserves our fTinest urban design and
planning thinking. Thank you for the
opportunity to be with you today.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much, both of you for your
insightful testimony. Do you have any
questions, Madam Chair?

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWNS:
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No, no questions.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much for your testimony. Can
the Clerk please read the next panel?

THE CLERK: Alex Lola, Audra
Wolfe, Joe Minott.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
begin your testimony and state your
name for the record.

MR. LOLA: Hi, my name is
Alex Lola. [I1"m a South Philly resident
and a Philadelphia organizer with Penn
Environment, the state-wide people
powered environmental advocacy
nonprofit. And I"m here today to urge
the City to prevent the sale of the PES
refinery site to any buyer intending to
reopen the site as a fossil fuel
facility. Thank you for taking the
time to hear my testimony today.

For well over a century, the
refinery has poisoned Philadelphia®s
residents especially those living near
what has been the City"s largest

polluter, causing high rates of asthma,
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rare cancers, heart conditions and a
body of other health problems that 1
don"t need to tell you because you
already know. We all already know.

We also know how scary the
explosion was this June. Living just
over a mile away, myself and all of my
neighbors could have suffered some
really serious exposure to some really
nasty stuff like hydrogen fluoride and
after the dust has settled and those
fears began to subside, the Chemical
Safety Board®"s investigation into the
incident released just last month
offered some additional truly
terrifying findings, 5,000 pounds of
hydrogen fluoride released, a corroded
pipe half the thickness of a credit
card, half the thickness of this credit
card.

June 21 was a debacle at
every turn. Myself and many of the
people 1In this room today right here
are living and breathing thanks to the

quick response and the intelligent
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response of the workers on site, but
also because of luck. We cannot
continue to rely on an energy system
that leaves the safety and well-being
of our families and neighbors up to
luck. And I know that everyone in this
room knows that too.

Accidents like this
traumatize communities and are stark
reminders of the dangers of fossil
fuels. But even 1T these fTacilities
can operate without the threat of
explosion, they still pollute our air
and water, contribute heavily to the
climate crisis and make people sick,
and that kind of facility has no place
In our communities.

We need to take steps to
protect Philadelphians from potential
catastrophes and ensure that every
resident of this City has what we all
deserve, the right to breathe clean
air. And we have a lot of work to get
there, like a lot of work to do. But

that work 1s simply incompatible with
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the reopening of that site as any kind
of fossil fuel polluter.

In order to move forward from
this, we need to fundamentally change
the ways we think about energy here in
Philadelphia. The cost of conducting
business as usual i1s just too high.
Too many of our people are constantly
put at risk. With the development of
renewable energy technology over the
last few decades, there Is now no
problem to which fossil fuels are the
only solution, and that includes the
problem with what to do with the PES
refinery site.

We have an opportunity to
protect our public health by ensuring
that the refinery site does become the
City"s largest polluter yet again.
While fossil fuels put our health and
lives at risk, renewable energy can
power our homes and schools and
businesses without the threat of
disaster or the constant harm of the

poisonous air pollution, and we need to
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be doing everything we can to move
towards 100 percent renewable energy
for the sake of Philadelphia and our
planet. And that means that we need to
think differently about this refinery
site and future uses.

Yesterday®s resolution was a
very good start and we cannot back down
now. Any bidder with the intent of
operating a dangerous fossil fuel
facility must be prevented from
purchasing the site. The City needs to
ensure transparency around the sale
process as well as resident and
community Input and stand up for
Philadelphians, so the site becomes
something that helps our community
instead of causing additional harm.

We owe i1t to ourselves and
our future to invest iIn clean
technology, clean air and a cleaner
world and we should accept nothing
less. Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
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you. Please state your name for the
record and begin your testimony,
please.

MS. WOLFE: My name is Audra
Wolfe. 1"m a Philadelphia resident.
I"m a historian of science who writes
about the relationship between science
and democracy, and 1*m also Co-chair of
Power®s Climate Justice and Jobs Team
and I"m here today representing Power.
I know both of you are familiar, but
for anyone else i1n the room, Power 1is
an interfaith organization in
Philadelphia and beyond that works on
racial and social justice for everyone.

Here in Philadelphia we
routinely breathe some of the dirtiest
air in the country. We know that air
disproportionately affects Black, Brown
and low-i1ncome communities and that
emissions affects workers as well as
residents. We know that polluting
Industries take advantage of racism and
economic desperation to locate their

facilities In areas that don"t have the
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political power to stop them.

Yesterday"s resolution was an
important first step in signaling the
going forward. The City i1s going to
value the lives of i1ts Black, Brown and
low-1ncome residents as much as it
values the profits of fossil fuels. We
commend the Council for that unanimous
vote yesterday. It Is a very important
step, but that first step isn"t enough.

The City has an obligation to
use every tool at its disposal for
permitting based on cumulative Impact
studies to zoning, to ensure that
whatever happens next at the refinery
site values the lives of all
Philadelphians.

One of the ways that our
regulatory system fails our citizens is
by considering individual sources of
pollution in isolation on an ad hoc
basis instead of looking at their
cumulative impact. For the fenceline
communities in South and Southwest

Philadelphia, the environmental 1mpacts
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of the current refinery or any fossil
fuel use or any other industrial use
can"t be measured just by looking at
the Impact of that site.

There®"s the site itself.
There"s the traffic and heavy industry
that"s associated with that site.
There"s a Schuylkill expressway,
there®s the airport. There"s also lead
paint in older homes and there®s
asbestos in our schools. All of these
Issues impact the residents of South
and Southwest Philadelphia.

Back 1n 2017 and 2018 around
the time that the Air Management
Services issued a permit for the Septa
Nicetown gas plant, City Council
briefly discussed requiring polluters
to conduct various kinds of impact
studies as a condition of permitting.

We urge Council to take this
Issue up once again. And I want to
stress this 1sn"t just a pipe dream.
California, Minnesota and the city of

Newark, New Jersey now include
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cumulative impact studies as part of
their permitting processes, and these
are interesting models that we should
begin to explore.

On their own, health and
environmental iImpact studies can"t
solve the problems of environmental
racism, but they are important in
understanding what®s happening in the
first place. We have a moral
responsibility and under Pennsylvania®s
Constitution, a legal responsibility to
understand the health and environmental
impact that come with operating fossil
fuel facilities.

We have a moral
responsibility to see the people who
were hurt directly by these facilities,
and we have a moral responsibility to
acknowledge that Black and Brown
communities, Black and Brown children
will be breathing In the air that"s
touched by whatever happened at the
future of that site.

At Power, we believe 1t"s
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possible to create a city of
opportunity that works for all. We
urge Council to take a holistic and
cumulative view of the environmental
and economic Impact in considering the
future of the PES refinery site. Thank
you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You're
welcome. Please state your name and
begin your testimony.

MR. MINOTT: My name i1s Joe
Minott. I"m the Executive Director and
Chief Counsel of the Clean Air Council.
I gather you saved the best for last.

I have to start by saying good-bye
again to Councilwoman Reynolds Brown.

I was here about a month ago and |
cried my tears and | said good-bye and
I gave my hugs and 1 should have known
at that point she wasn"t finished doing
her thing. So again, I will miss the
day that you are no longer in City
Council, but 1 do thank for you for

everything you"ve done so far. It"s
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been great.

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
Thank you.

(Applause.)

MR. MINOTT: 1 probably
should stop right there because that"s
the winning place to stop, on saying
good-bye to you. |1 believe everyone in
this room, whether they speak for the
community or labor or the environment
can agree on at least one important
thing. We want City Council and Mayor
Kenney to help us re-imagine how 1300
acres of contaminated refinery land
that borders two rivers that can be
developed 1n a way that keeps residents
and workers safe and healthy.

We want the City to work with
us to develop a future on the land that
will drive economic development,
Increase recreation by the rivers,
lower pollution and improve the
environmental health of the nearby
community and the region as a whole.

We want jobs. We want jobs
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for union workers and we want jobs for
community members. What we"re asking
for 1s not a fairy tale. 1 believe
that all Philadelphians can work
together to make this happen. 1 was
very encouraged by generally everyone®s
testimony today about a willingness to
work together to achieve a good goal,
and I can commit to Clean Air Council
participating in that effort.

I cannot lie. As an
environmental health advocate, 1 will
state the obvious. Permanently closing
this refinery and using land for
something nonpolluting would be a
great, major improvement to air quality
and would remove the City"s single
largest industrial contributor of
greenhouse gases.

It would also end the use of
the highly dangerous chemical hydrogen
fluoride that presented a clear and
present danger to nearby community
members, refinery workers and residents

of the Philadelphia region. On this
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last point, | keep hearing
representatives of the City underplay
the near disaster that the City
narrowly averted after last June during
the refinery explosion.

The report from the Chemical
Safety Boards read like an horror story
that happens to have a happy ending.
Over 5,000 pounds of hydrofluoric acid
was pushed high 1nto the atmosphere by
the force of the explosion. It is
simply immoral to ask City residents
and workers to accept living with such
a risk.

I was really pleased to hear
the labor panel agree, and it seems to
me that the future, whatever 1t is,
will not include this danger chemical.
The Council is iInterested In seeing an
end to the old inefficient highly
polluting plant which has had chronic
problems meeting i1ts environmental
obligations. The fact that taxpayer
support and bankruptcy protection could

not save the refinery demonstrated that
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i1t was not economically viable.

The facility was a constant
danger to first responders, the refiner
workforce and nearby neighborhoods in
the entire region. To achieve the plan
that works for all Philadelphians,
including community members, labor,
environmental health advocates and
others, we must come up with a better
alternative.

I was interested in the whole
discussion around bankruptcy. As 1
said, 1 am an attorney. I"m not a
bankruptcy attorney. But the process
itself is always shrouded In secrecy
and 1t 1s never intended to benefit the
larger community. That i1s not the
purpose of bankruptcy.

The purpose of bankruptcy 1is
to get highest dollar amount that you
can to pay the debtors. In this case,
both the owner and the debtors, there®s
an interplay that makes me very
uncomfortable. | also agree that we

have a judge that has shown an
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intention to be respectful of the
future use of the refinery.

I"m extremely pleased that
the City is at the table. But their
role 1s really undefined and I would
urge the City to push and make full use
of 1t. This 1s a unique opportunity.
But regardless of what happens in
bankruptcy, the City does not have to
sit back and just accept the outcome.
You have power.

(Applause.)

MR. MINOTT: You have power
to welcome this new iIndustry. You have
the power not to welcome this new
industry. You have the power to work
with the i1ndustry on zoning issues that
would benefit the iIndustry or you can
work on zoning issues that do not
benefit the industry. You have a
permitting process. You can make that
difficult or you can make that hard.

So you are not just in the backseat of
this. You are one of the drivers.

So 1"m going to skip. I"m a
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lawyer so I like to talk endlessly, but
I will try to get to the very end very
quickly. You heard from Harris earlier
today about the project that the Clean
Alr Council has that we think 1s very
exciting. I1"m inviting all parties to
come down and sit together and talk
about what i1s their value for the
future use of the property. Not
automatically focus on should 1t be a
refinery, should it be a compost, but
what are your values. What would you
like to see the outcome, long-term
outcome, of this property being.

And then we"re going to work
with Lindy Institute at Drexel to come
up with a charrette where planners will
come up with different possible
visions. It i1s not the intent of the
Council that this should be the vision
for the future use. It is the iIntent
of the Council that this shows that
there 1s a process, a valuable process
that can empower every segment of the

society to participate 1n the future
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use of this facility. And I"m really
looking forward to participating in
this. Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much for your testimony.
Madam Chair, do you have any comments?

COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS BROWN:
No comments.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much. 1 appreciate --

MR. MINOTT: May I rush up
and kiss the departing --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Yes, you
can. During this section is the public
comment section. We officially are
done with our panels, but we also
wanted to open i1t up for public
comment. And so, the Clerk will begin
calling up members who have listed
their names down for public comment.
Thank you very much.

THE CLERK: Peter Winslow,
John Randolph, David Steinberg, Meenal

Raval .
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(Panel approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
state your name for the record and
begin.

MR. WINSLOW: Councilmembers
Johnson and Reynolds Brown, thank you
for this opportunity to discuss the
future use of the site of the PES
refinery complex. My name is Peter
Winslow. 1°"m a resident of Mount Airy
and I"m the president of A SMART
Collaboration, LLC. 1 would try not to
repeat everything that has been said
before, because -- especially Mark Alan
Hughes and Joe Minott have stolen my
thunder i1n terms of the things that 1
wish to say to you.

But I would EImpress upon you
that the decisions about the use of the
refinery, decisions that profoundly
affect Philadelphia are being made by
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in
Wilmington. Those decisions are being

made based on the financial i1nterest of
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private parties, not based on the best
interest of Philadelphians.

Those decisions are being
made without meaningful consideration
for our desires or solicitation of our
participation. Those decisions are
being made within the next two months.
Bankruptcy Court i1s allowing the City
of Philadelphia to observe the auction
and to have a consulting role which
means basically that we have presence
in the room, but we don"t really have a
seat at the table right now. And the
only way that we can assert that seat
at the table 1s by the City Council
speaking out.

When the Council speaks, we
can be sure that the people 1n Judge
Gross®™ courtroom will hear you. More
important, they will need to listen to
you 1f you back your words by signaling
and taking serious action.
Consequently, we urge you to build on
the resolution passed yesterday and we

ask you to correct two problems
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perpetuated by the refinery.

First, the refinery doesn"t
clean up the mess i1t makes. Before the
City permits a refinery to operate,
they should require assurance that the
property will be returned to its
original condition, like a security
deposit to cover the cost of repairs if
a tenant damages a rented apartment, an
escrow fund, a surety bond or other
sources of money should be provided
upfront from the refinery or any other
operator.

Furthermore, the refinery
should need to exercise ongoing
environmental stewardship that
maintains the condition of the
property, increasing the funding
earmarked for remediation when
appropriate and the refinery should be
shout down for failure to meet its
environmental obligations.

Second, the refinery
endangers our lives and health in the

way that have been described. Before
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the City permits a refinery to operate,
i1t should require a submission and
approval of an executable plan for both
shelter 1n place and evacuation of any
people at risk of death and serious
Injury under a worse-case scenario
resulting from an 1dentified hazard at
the refinery. The Office of Emergency
Management should be authorized to
demand and to enforce such
requirements.

So this and other specifics
we will provide i1n consultation with
Councilmembers to put teeth into the
objections that we have and to help
shape the table at which the decisions
will be made In New York at the offices
of Kirkland & Ellis on January 17th.
Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you. State your name for the record
and begin your testimony.

MR. STEINBERG: Thank you.

My name i1s David Steinberg. 1°m not a
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resident of Philadelphia. 1°m not a
resident of Pennsylvania. 1 live iIn
New Jersey. There"s some concerns that
I have that go beyond the boundaries of
Council. But nevertheless, 1"m going
to raise some questions anyway because
everything is really all tied iIn
together i1In any case.

I"m going to be asking some
questions. | don"t expect answers, but
I"m going to raise the questions
because 1 think 1t"s Important that
they be raised. Last year when I read
Christina Simone"s report from the
Climate Energy Policy Institute at the
University of Pennsylvania entitled
Beyond Bankruptcy, I met with her and
discussed the problems as | see 1t over
in New Jersey.

I became deeply concerned
about this refinery which is situated
directly above the Potomac-Raritan-
Magothy aquifer system, that it serves
New Jersey because underneath the

Delaware River serves New Jersey and
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goes deep, deep i1nto the state.

Other than myself, 1"m not
aware of anyone at any of the refinery
meetings or any of the other meetings
that 1"ve attended are bringing these
things to forefront and I think 1t"s
necessary in order to be able to bring
it today.

First of all, farmers
irrigate their crops and give water to
the livestocks and we consume as food
and animals. And my question here, and
again 1 don"t expect you to give an
answer but 1 would rather raise the
questions, 1s there also a connection
with sickness and pollution iIn New
Jersey as i1t i1s in Philadelphia?

Second, since towns get their
water from the river streams and the
aquifer, here are some of the things
that make me very, very, very worried.
Could this become a New Jersey public
health i1ssue similar to health issues
that now exist in Philadelphia?

Third, long-term pollution
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may be slowly leaking into this aquifer
that flows into pinelands and may not
appear for decades. The pinelands have
some of the purest water iIn the East
Coast 1°ve heard. 1t has some of the
purest water In the United States. So
once PES and Sunoco have completed
their work and are long gone from the
scene, what happens then?

And I"m very curious to know,
and no one"s been able to answer
including Sunoco and Evergreen, when
will the clean-up begin with the
aquifer as required by the consent
order issued by the Commonwealth Court?
Reports that 1°ve read from Evergreen
were dated 2013 to 2016 or 2017. Wwill
these reports be updated to reflect the
current levels of pollution in the
aquifer or the rest of the refinery?
Just because these reports were several
years old and the refinery is now
closed, the pollution into the aquifer
continues to leach and leach and leach.

It doesn™"t stop just because the
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reports are dated a certain date.

Another concern | have is
rising water. This Is something that
does affect Philadelphia. 1It"s my
understanding from some of the maps
that 1°ve seen, and some of you may
have also seen them as well, i1s that 40
to 50 percent approximately or more of
the refinery and major parts of other
parts of Philadelphia, including
Northeast, South Philadelphia and along
the Delaware River as well would be
underwater iIn coming decades forcing
thousands of people to relocate.

Wouldn®"t 1t make more sense
to use the remaining refinery land to
build housing for these people that
lose their homes? Isn"t it bad enough
that they lose their homes, but the
City i1s not prepared to deal with this
iIssue. Where are these residents going
to go? Will the City have a budget big
enough at that time to be able to deal
with this crisis?

We have to have a long-term
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mindset, not a short-term Band-Aid
solution looking at just jobs i1n the
economy which are important. [I"m not
going to minimize that at all. We
can"t keep kicking the can down the
road. It becomes more and more
problematic then. And 1If we don"t
start dealing with these problems,
future administrations will look back
and wonder why steps were not taken to
deal with these issues when they knew
there would be long-term consequences
as brought before 1in the testimony here
and all the problems and i1ssues that
have come as a result of the testimony
and the things that the residents, the
business people, the labor have all
expressed before. Thank you very much.
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you. Please state your name for the
record and begin your testimony.

MR. RANDOLPH: Well, first of
all, Councilman Johnson and

Councilwoman Reynolds Brown, thank you
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very much for the opportunity to
present this testimony as well as your
extreme patience through many hours of
listening to others.

My name is John Randolph and
I"m the founder and past President of
the Schuylkill River Development
Council as well as the current
President of the Schuylkill River Park
Alliance. [I"m an architect and an
advocate for the City"s riverfront
throughout my career. Over 27 years
ago when the possibility of the
Schuylkill River Park seemed to be a
pipe dream, we advocated to anyone who
would listen that the river belonged to
the public.

Then PIDC referred to my work
as John®s Happy Trails Project. Now,
that we have our park and trails along
the river, 1t"s difficult to imagine
Philadelphia without 1t. | believe the
impending sale of the refinery site
offers a similar once-in-a-lifetime

opportunity to re-envision our future.
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For over a century, the
public has borne the cost of
externalities of pollution and poor air
quality imposed by refinery activities,
but for the quick thinking of the
workers on hand last year, this year I
should say, our City might have
suffered severe harm from the fire. It
was a piece of extraordinary luck that
a large truck-sized projectile landed
harmlessly across the Schuylkill River
and that dangerous poisonous gas did
not seep Into nearby neighborhoods.

But let"s for a moment consider what
might have happened 1t we hadn®"t been
so lucky.

IT the 19-ton projectile has
smashed i1into the Platt Bridge, if
thousands were poisoned by toxic
hydrofluoric acid gas, there would be a
vast public outcry to ban further
refinery operations. We would not be
considering another version of a
potentially dangerous industrial

operation in the heart of our great
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city. After all, how we can guarantee
that an aging refinery with miles of
eroding pipes will not be subject to
yet another explosion.

At 1300 acres, this location
between the airport and Center City
could be many things, a solar and wind
farm with trail edge, a logistic
center, an energy campus with cleaner
energy technology, a distribution
center with open space for public use.
The list goes on.

Despite the size and
important location of the site, our
City leaders have yet to be engaged in
a full i1nvestigation of possible
futures and 1*m really delighted to
hear through earlier testimony that
that 1s now a possibility. IT this
parcel i1s sold without public review
and oversight, the opportunity to clean
and contain the environmental damage
done to date will be lost.

With the loosening of

environmental requirements at the
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federal level, the responsibility for
public safety and public health has
increasingly become the job of local
municipalities. We need to step up.
When our post-petroleum -- our post-
petroleum future arise and 1t will, we
will be handing future generations a
mess we should have dealt with when the
chance arose. We owe i1t to ourselves
as well as to the future generations of
Philadelphians to carefully choose how
we use our land. Thank you very much.
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you.

MS. RAVAL: Long morning.
Testing my bladder, you know.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Yes.

MS. RAVAL: My name is Meenal
Raval. 1°m a Mount Airy resident and a
lead volunteer with the Sierra Club®s
Ready for 100 campaign, not just in
Philly but Southeastern Pa. 1"m here
to assess our options for the future of

the refinery. We all know about the

Page 198

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight

November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

problems with i1t.

Yesterday | mentioned that we
cannot revive the refinery again nor
accept any industry that dumps into the
atmosphere. Being sensitive to nearby
neighbors as well as creating family-
sustaining jobs, we®ve heard most
people suggest something green. 1%ve
been making a list of what I"ve heard.
We"ve heard mention of solar farms with
energy storage. This means ground
mounted solar panels that generate
electricity during the day and that 1is
saved i1n batteries for nighttime use.

Some people have mentioned
geothermal fields. This means pipes
going deep iIn the ground either
horizontally or vertically where
temperatures remailn a near constant 55
degrees Fahrenheit. Bringing up air,
water or coolant from this near
constant 55 degrees means that iIn the
winter we only need to heat from 55 to
65 degrees to stay comfortable in our

buildings.
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Laying pipes iIs something our
refinery workers, even the PGW
workforce is skilled to take on. Some
others have dreamt of manufacturing
turbines for offshore wind projects.
With the nascent offshore wind industry
all along the Northeast states, this
idea was brought to Mayor Kenney®s
attention by his first transition team.
That was five years ago.

A new 1dea i1s manufacturing
burlding materials from hemp, a
renewable resource. From hemp we can
make hempcrete, a concrete alternative
with 80 percent less emissions than
concrete, because we have an iInsatiable
desire for concrete in new buildings.
From hemp, we can make insulation, much
needed as we bundle up our buildings
for more comfort.

Also from hemp, we can make
paper and textiles. The Declaration of
Independence was drafted on hemp, as
were ships, sales, ropes and clothing.

There are many budding industrial hemp
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growers across Pennsylvania who could
supply our local market. All of these
have the potential to create family-
sustaining jobs in our City.

Whatever we decide to do, we
need to clean up the site. The past
owners have abused this land. Though
they have pledged to remediate the
land, they have done little. Their
plans are based on the assumption that
they will continue to be a refinery
here. Since this i1s no longer what
Philadelphians want or need, this site
needs to be cleaned, remediated for
uses other than a refinery.

So we ask Evergreen, Sunoco
and PES to remediate to the highest
standard, that of a green space. With
this level of remediation, we could

design for public access to our

riverfront as John mentioned. We could

design for ground mounted solar farms
surrounded by plants that invite

pollinators, the bees and the

butterflies. That will help all of our
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other urban farms.

We also need to consider
flooding of this site due to rising sea
levels, another result of a warming
planet. | learned yesterday that
basements at the Navy Yard get flooded
regularly by the groundwater seeping up
and that fish have been seen in these
flooded basements. So i1t"s no longer
about Miami parking lots. It"s the
Navy Yard. So whether from an instant
cloud burst, rising groundwater or
rising sea levels, we will get flooded.

We don"t need to worry about
climate refugees from New York, but
rather from Eastwick, the Navy Yard and
South Philadelphia. With an awareness
that some portions will be swallowed up
by rising waters, these low-line spaces
will need to be remediated to marsh
land.

The most cost-effective way
to remediate seems to be by using the
mycelium network of mushrooms. |1 wish

Jultan Thompson was here. 1 spoke
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about this at the fTirst meeting of the
Refinery Advisory Group. Basically,
mushrooms thrive on the hydrocarbons
that are spilled on the soil, breaking
them down to hydrogen, oxygen and
carbon. Work with life, right.

Since then, we"ve heard about
using bacteria to break down the
spilled fossil fuels. From someone who
does this type of remediation in Ohio,
we learned that clean-up could take
anywhere from less than a year to five
years depending on the level of
contamination. That"s not bad.

We"l1l need to monitor the
remediation cost so that the i1nsurance
proceeds are adequate for the clean-up
work required before they disappear as
bonuses to executives far away. Again,
using bacteria and mushrooms to break
down the hydrocarbons, seems to be the
cost-effective way of cleaning up.
That"s jobs too 1n the clean-up.

We can research and expand on

each of these. 1 have people working
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on that now. But to create family-
sustaining jobs, remediation for use
other than a refinery and consideration
of rising sea levels, we need, you,
Council to remove all tax incentives
and zoning that allow this refinery for
as long as 1t has.

We once offered them all this
because we thought we needed this
industry. We no longer need the fossil
fuel i1ndustry and we need to make it
financially unattractive for anyone to
restart this refinery. That"s 1t.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you for your testimony. Can the Clerk
please call the next panel?

THE CLERK: Michael Meng,
Mitch Chanin, Shawn Tolomeo.

MR. MENG: My name i1s Michael
Meng. I live In Mount Airy. 1I"m an
interested citizen, retired lawyer,
happy philosopher. Humanity iIs here
today only either to destroy itself or

to save i1tself from the worst of i1ts

Page 204

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

(215) 504-4622




Joint Committee on the Environment and Legislative Oversight

November 22, 2019

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

known and obvious errors. All use of
fossil fuels is a glaring example of
humanities known and obvious errors.

IT you would like to believe
that the City of Philadelphia will be a
habitable place for humans 1In another
500 years, you will act to allow no
industrial or commercial use of this
property ever again, but would rather
find a way to place i1t Into an
environmentally protected status so
that today, for example -- an
environmentally protected status that
today, for example, can preserve i1t to
protect the balance of this City from
the rising waters of the Atlantic
Ocean.

It remains unfortunate that
we all live 1n an economic and legal
reality that makes my words seem
impossibly radical. Yet nonetheless,
many others here today have spoken to
depict that this 1300 acres i1s merely
one actually small component of a

problem the United States i1s far
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beyond, far behind in being honest
about.

The accepted panacea of
never-ending economic growth is the
heart of the problem whether that is
easy to face and admit or not. | see
your task as to cause the City of
Philadelphia to join together with the
many other similarly misused
municipalities around the nation to
require those systemically
distinguishable national solutions from
Washington, D.C. necessary and
essential even 1T by specific
legislation to protect all our citizens
from the conflicts among themselves and
each other that are sparked by the
hateful obligations of greed that have
been allowed to rule our nation and
imprison us all until now. As I have
heard implied by others here today, it
may be that i1t 1s not possible to know
what can be the most environmentally
just and responsible use of this

property at any time within the next 10
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years.

For this reason and because
of the reckless uncertainty of our
national political reality,
preservation and minimum use is best.
Thank you for your attention.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you, sir, for your testimony. Young
man?

MR. TOLOMEO: My name is
Shawn Tolomeo. 1"m a South Philly
resident, USW member and former
employee of PES. And for one, 1 want
to thank you, Councilman Johnson, for
working through lunch and sitting
around and hearing all of us.

So | grew up in Grays Ferry,
lived 1n Grays Ferry for 30 years of my
life. Just a few years ago moved to
the 4-8. | grew up on 2600 Garrett
Street, been on 1400 Marston Street,
and then as an adult lived on 1500
Hollywood. And just a little bit of

background for me working there, 1
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worked at the refinery since 2008 and 1
have a lot of memories about the
refinery and, you know.

Two that are specific to me
were one was the day I got called that
I was hired there. It was a life-
changing event for me. | was working a
minimum wage job at the age of 24 over
at the Hilton Hotel over at the airport
and was barely getting by. And when 1
got that call, 1t was a godsend that 1
would not have to go through basically
what my father went through, you know,
struggling his whole life, working a
job that just barely got by with four
children, trying to put us through
school and doing everything he can.

My father worked himself
right into a stroke. He decided that
his children®s education was more
important than his own health. And at
42 years old, my father suffered a
stroke. The next important day that 1
remember at the refinery was the day of

the fire. | was off that day, but 1
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woke up to numerous phone calls from
family and friends wondering i1if I was
okay and how things were going.

So I did not know what was
going on at the time until 1 received
the phone calls and I woke up, and |
told my fiancee good-bye and 1 went iIn
to work. I did not know what to expect
but 1 knew that they needed me. That
was my day off. 1 didn"t have to go
in. |1 didn"t go in because, you know,
I knew they were going to pay me. 1
didn"t go 1in for any other reason than
those people are my brothers and
sisters that work there. And 1 knew
that they needed me that day to do what
I could and along with doing what 1
could for the community.

As a member of the USW, 1
know that we have always been on the
forefront of safety, environmental
impact, and everything that worked that
day worked because of the members of
the USW. We are ones that fought for

the safety regulations. We"re the ones
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that fought for the RAD system. We"re
the ones that fought for the sprays.
We"re the ones that fought for the
safety training, and we have never
stood In the way of more environmental
regulations.

We will continue to stand
with the community for as many
environmental regulations that need to
be put in place, because not only do we
work there, we"re members of the
community. We"re not flying in from
different states and different areas to
work here. We all live within a few
miles of the refinery.

And 1 just think that anyone
that thinks that anything besides an
industrial site there i1s feasible,
because 1"m sure that the residents of
Eastwick for the Clearview site, that
they were told 50 years ago that that
cite was remediated and that they were
going to be able to build homes there.

Residents of Norwood were

told the same thing next to the
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Superfund site that they were able to
build homes there, and now the City
just committed multi-million dollars
into another clean-up of the Clearview
project. And what"s going to happen 50
years from now when we"re telling
people that we can build homes here,
because we know from the past, the
City, the state, the federal government
has never really had a full grasp on
remediation sites.

So 1 think that the best
thing to do 1s to keep 1t as an
industrial site, work with USW and the
residents. We have always been willing
for transparency and put In the
environmental regulations and the
safety regulations that are needed.
Another point was, we talked about --
we had experts come up and say that
over $2 billion was coming out of the
City with the closure of that site, and
we talked about environmental racism.

well, along with

environmental racism we have to talk
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about essentially the economic racism
of closing that site because that is an
impact. Because believe me when you
take $2 billion out of the City,
residents on the Main Line aren®"t the
ones that are going to be affected.
Growing up iIn Grays Ferry, 1 was able
to take advantage of several city-run
facilities and afterschool programs
that were very beneficial to me and my
siblings.

And believe me when you
remove $2 billion from the City, the
people that are going to suffer the
most are the low-iIncome minority
residents. Because what they®"re going
to do 1Is they"re going to tax more to
the residents, more unnecessary taxes
and what they"re going to do i1s start
to remove programs that are beneficial
to our low-income community. So |
think we need to look at the fTull
picture here.

I understand what happened on

the day of the incident was scary. |1
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was there. | was scared. Everyone
that | worked with was scared. 1
understand that the residents were
scared. It"s scary, and we"re not
denying that. What we"re saying 1is
let"s work together. Let"s get this
6,000-plus people employed that were
working there and let"s keep this City,
you know, running on the right path
towards a cleaner, better future for
our children.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you for your testimony.

(Applause.)

MR. CHANIN: Thanks for the
opportunity to testify. My name 1is
Mitch Chanin. 1 serve on the Steering
Committee of 350 Philly. Wow, a lot
has been said and the testimony that I
prepared doesn"t really feel as
relevant. This happens to me a lot
when 1 testify at the end of these
hearings.

I want to make maybe three

points. | feel like in a lot of ways
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we"re kind of at the 11th hour. The
big picture is that the climate crisis
Is accelerating, and according to the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change iIn the report that they
published last fall, we need to make
what they called "rapid, far-reaching
and unprecedented changes i1n all
aspects of society in order to preserve
a livable climate.” And that"s going
to mean massive changes 1In our
industrial landscape here in Philly and
across the country.

And the only way that we"re
going to be able to do that at the pace
that®s required 1n a way that i1s just
and fair and effective, In my opinion
i1s through collaboration of
environmental labor -- environmental
groups, community-based organizations
and labor unions to figure out how we
retool almost every aspect of our
economy and our industries in order to
stop producing the things that are

harming us and start producing the
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things that we need. 1It"s really
critical that that happen now.

And I would love to see our
City Council play a role In convening
those conversations that need to take
place 1In order to have the kind of
win-win solutions that Councilmember
Reynolds Brown was talking about. 1It"s
frankly not happening yet in
Philadelphia and 1 think i1t"s
absolutely critical.

Just over the past few weeks,
I read an article about the
steelworkers union in Los Angeles, the
local that represents oil refinery
workers now welcoming in workers who
are manufacturing electric buses for a
company called Protera, which
coincidentally i1s the company that"s
supplying electric buses to Septa now
operating 1In Grays Ferry and other
parts of South Philly.

Also, | read an op-ed about a
month or two ago by the Speaker of New

Jersey State House or General Assembly
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who"s a leader in IBEW who was talking
about the unprecedented opportunity for
them, for union members in his local
and others in New Jersey, that the new
offshore wind industry i1s going to mean
for workers there.

And he talked about how the
energy jobs of the future are not going
to look like the jobs of the past.

They have a massive new industry that"s
just being borne and 1 haven®t seen any
conversation about how people iIn
Philadelphia -- workers in Philadelphia
will participate in that and | think
that"s really critical to talk about.
So we need a real conversation about
what a green new deal could look like
for Philadelphia In the medium to long-
term.

And the other way that 1 feel
like we"re sort of at the 11th hour 1is
that decisions are going to be made
about the future of that site in the
next two months, and a lot of great

ideas have been put forward about
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future options and about the values
that should inform those choices. But
for me the question i1s, is the city of
Philadelphia going to use i1ts power in
order to shape the outcome. And a
number of demands have been raised
about trying to ban hydrofluoric acid,
instituting stronger air quality
regulations, using the City"s zoning
authority and using whatever leverage
it has 1n Bankruptcy Court.

And 1 noticed that when the
Managing Director was asked about how
the Administration plans to use those
kinds of power, his answers were
extremely vague. It was basically 1711
get back to you. The Bankruptcy Court
Is probably going to let the auction
take place i1n January, so 1 think we
need commitments from the
Administration and from Council right
now -- maybe not right now, but within
the week to use the authority that the
City has to block harmful uses at that

site and to promote beneficial uses,
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and then 1 think we absolutely need a
conversation starting yesterday about
how labor, community and environmental
groups can work together to build the
economy that we actually need, so those

are the points I would like to make.

Thank you.
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you .

MR. RACKES: Hi, good
afternoon.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Good
afternoon.

MR. RACKES: 1"m Adam Rackes.
I"m the ward leader of the first ward.
I"m a volunteer leader In Reclaim
Philadelphia. In South Philly, we"ve
been exposed to toxic pollution from
the refinery for a long time and of
course, acute threats from accidents.
My neighbor whose pregnant worries if
the refinery opens about the health of
her future child. Her husband has

asthma. These stories are all over
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South Philadelphia in all of the zip
codes.

As a human, as a parent 1
think every day about climate change
and I think reopening a fossil fuel
processing facility at that site now
would be a slap 1In the face to everyone
who cares about these i1ssues. 1 agree
with much of what Mitch says and I want
to put a little bit of a finer point on
it that we should be clear that this is
a fight with fossil fuel capital, with
fossil fuel iInvestment.

There"s no future where
fossil fuel iInvestment continues to be
profitable and where fossil fuel CEOs
continue to get rich that doesn"t
involve enormous suffering and
sickness. There is no future. There"s
only two sides here. Either you stand
with fossil fuel i1nvestors or you stand
with ordinary Philadelphians and
ordinary people all over the world.
There®s only two sides.

There 1s no sustainable
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fossil fuel. There®s none. It is not
possible. And we"ve heard a lot of
ideas for what could be done at the
refinery. 1 think a lot of those are
great i1deas. 1 want to point out that
we can think bigger in terms of job
creation.

The jobs that the
steelworkers organized at that mill
were not great jobs 100 years ago until
those jobs were organized, until they
had a strong union that were leading
those people. And 1 think that some
things you could be doing beyond this,
Council could be doing, is figuring out
how to protect against real estate
speculation that closed Hahnemann which
had thousands of unionized jobs.

You could be figuring out how
to agitate for unionization of the
third of Philadelphia teachers who have
been de-unionized because they"re iIn
charter schools. You could be figuring
out how to work on more unionization

for hotel workers which 1 know the
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Councilmembers are very good on or home
healthcare workers.

You could 1nvest in big rec
center programming. That"s something
that I think would address a lot of the
Issues that we have here and could be
great union jobs. There are really
good ways to create good union jobs for
all Philadelphians but also benefit all
Philadelphians.

As elected officials, i1t"s
your responsibility and your colleagues
who are no longer here not to accept or
lean Into or promote false choices. |
would like to commend Council on a lot
of things you"ve done that 1 think are
really ambitious in the last year.
Forward-thinking legislation including
the $15 an hour minimum wage for City
subcontractors, fair workweek
legislation, right to counsel for
tenants, end of domestic workers bill
of rights. Those are all -- there was
a lot of tension around those

legislation, but they“re all creative
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and good policies consistent with
Council®s responsibility to make life
better for Philadelphians, and those
pieces of legislation are popular and
the people who led on them are popular.

I"m no expert in the details
of Bankruptcy Court. 1 don*"t
understand a lot of the details that
are being talked about here, but I™m
pretty convinced that you on Council
and the Mayor have the levers to affect
what goes at this site. That seems
pretty conclusive to me from what I"ve
heard here today.

I urge you to take steps to
not have a fossil fuel facility on the
site. There are a lot of young people
and parents of young children that 1
organize with daily, that 1 volunteer
with, 1 live in the community with.

And they are, like me, terrified of our
future, terrified of the future for our
children, outraged with the injustice

of the present world and determined to

build a more free and more caring
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world.

Most of us can”"t come to
Council hearings in the middle of the
day. We don"t know all the legal and
policy details, but we can see which
side you on Council are standing on,
which side the Mayor i1s standing on and
we do pay attention, and we ask you to
stand on the right side on this. Thank
you .

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank
you very much. Will the Clerk please
call the last panel?

THE CLERK: Virginia Harris.

(Witness approached
Witness Table.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Please
state your name and begin your
testimony.

MS. HARRIS: Hello,
Councilman Johnson. My name 1is
Virginia Harris. | am a resident of
Philadelphia. 1"m the founder of an

organization for children with asthma.
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It"s called Asthma Rangers. And I
founded that organization a number of
years ago as | saw that the death rate
among the Black and Brown children in
Philadelphia was six times higher than
our White children. And I had a
greater and greater interest In what"s
going on with asthma in the City. And
I want to share that with you because
It 1s directly related.

We have 20,000 to 25,000
students in the Philadelphia School
District with asthma. It is the number
one cause of absence. It starts in
preschool. So children affected by
pollution are affected more so than
adults because they have tiny airways.
It"s simply an anatomical situation.

A little bit of air pollution
will go a long way to block a child
from breathing because of the tiny size
of their airways compared to adults. So
we have to think about pollution
differently when we think about

children. A little goes a long way
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with children.

So we have some really bad
city-wide effects from this asthma with
children because children with asthma
are less likely to read by 3rd grade.
They"re more likely to drop out of
school. They"re more likely to be
incarcerated. And I think the thing
that sends the coldest chills through
my spine is that they are significantly
more likely to commit suicide, so a lot
of our problems, a lot of our problems
In our community with our young people
are being affected by air pollution and
we don"t even think of 1t that way. So
I"m trying to draw that connection for
you.

It has been proven in
numerous locations that when air
pollution falls, so do children®s
asthma rates. And when children®s
asthma rates go down, we have happier
families, we have more healthy
families, more prosperous families.

And I have all respect for
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the gentlemen of this union and 1
respect and want them to have good
jobs, but one of the craziest effects
of asthma 1s that 1t 1s a poverty
perpetuator, because i1t means that the
families of children with asthma lose a
lot of work.

They get fired from their
jobs because they have to stay home
with their children. So not only are
Jjobs of the union workers affected by
what"s going on at that plant, but so
are all of the children iIn
Philadelphia. And so, 1 want the
Council to think about the children
first.

We do have the highest child
mortality rate in all of the country,
and Philadelphia has a lot of great
things about 1t, but that"s one thing
1"d like to change. 1 don"t want to be
No. 1 in child mortality, and we have
been for a long time.

Secondarily, 1°d like to talk
about Philip Rinaldi. We talked about
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having good actors come In and operate
facilities there that are going to be
safe for the community, safe for the
environment, safe for the workers.
Philip Rinaldi®s prior experience as a
refinery operator in Kansas, a refinery
that was acquired under questionable
methods during a bankruptcy, his tenure
there which only lasted about a year
was riddled with environmental
disasters, including having to buy out
an entire community because they
flooded the community with oil and that
was not the only environmental disaster
at that Kansas plant before he came to
PES.

And when he came to PES,
Philip Rinaldi made the decision to
keep putting all of his workers and all
of us, every single person in this
room, 25 miles from here, Philip
Rinaldi made the decision to keep on
with that chemical that the union
opposed, that over fTive years ago the

union said don*"t do that anymore,
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that"s crazy. But Philip Rinaldi
thought 1t was okay because that"s how
he would make the most money.

And furthermore, 1 think that
we should all bear 1n mind that Philip
Rinaldi does not live here. He lives
in North New Jersey so he doesn"t have
to sleep at night worrying about
whether the HF i1s going to blow up.
1°d also like to point out because when
the o1l train started coming into
Philadelphia, | started looking into
what would happen to me, a South Philly
resident, In terms of evacuating.

So 1 talked to a lot of the
people 1n our Emergency Management
Services and talked to them about, you
know, how am I going to get out of
South Philadelphia when I"m surrounded
by two rivers. 1"ve got to get to a
bridge before I can start getting out
of Philadelphia. And we are incredibly
vulnerable. Think about an evacuation
in the middle of the winter. Think

about an oil train. The oil trains
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haven®t been coming lately, but that"s
only because the price of oil from
Saudi Arabia has fallen below the price
of oil from North Dakota. The minute
that changes, those trains will be
riding back through our neighborhoods
again.

And so, I really want you to
think about this In two ways. 1 want
you to think about the children and the
massive effect that air pollution has
on children that we don"t feel, even
though we have -- we are an asthma
capital for adults as well, we are an
asthma disaster for children. And 1°d
also like you to think very carefully
about whether Phil Rinaldi has shown
himself to be the kind of CEO that
should be welcome 1n Philadelphia
because 1 don"t think that he should
be. Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank

you very much. Anyone else here for

public comment?
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(No response.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Wwell,
first and foremost we"ve been here
since 10 o"clock this morning. 1 want
to thank everyone for sticking around
and sticking 1t out and providing on
the i1ssues your concerns and these are
very, most critically important issues.
This concludes the business of the
Committee on Legislative Oversight and
Environmental Committee hearing today.
I want to thank you all very much for
your attendance. Thank you.

(Joint Committee on the
Environment and Legislative Oversight

concluded at 1:45 p.m.)
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