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JOHNSON:

JOHNSON:

JOHNSON:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

Good norni ng, everyone.
(Good norning.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT

Good norni ng, everyone.)
(Good norni ng.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT

This is the continuation

of our Commttee of the Whole as we

review the FY26 proposed budget.

Ve will
250196,
250200,
250211,
250214.

be reviewing Bills 250195,
250197, 250198, 250199,
250201, 250202, 250210,
250212 and Resol uti on No.

Ms. Loughead, could you

pl ease call the roll.

THE CLERK:

Counci | mrenber Squi l | a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
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Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Driscoll.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Lozada.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Philli ps.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber O Nei l | .

(No response.)
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THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonas.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Brooks.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.
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COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Present. Thank you. A
quorumof this Committee is present
and this hearing is nowcalled to
or der .

Ms. Loughead, would you
pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
Bill No. 250195, an ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 19-1500 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Wge
and Net Profits Tax," by revising
certain tax rates, under certain
ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250196, an
ordi nance adopting the Operating
Budget for Fiscal Year 2026.

Bill No. 250197, an

ordi nance to adopt a Fiscal 2026
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Capi tal Budget.

Bill No. 250198, an
ordi nance to adopt a Capital
Program for the six Fiscal Years
2026- 2031 i ncl usi ve.

Bill No. 250199, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 19-2600
of The Phil adel phi a Tax Code,
entitled "Business |Income and

Recei pts Taxes," to revise certain
tax rates and end certain
exclusions fromthe tax on
recei pts, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.
Bill No. 250200, an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 12-100
of The Phil adel phi a Code, entitled
"Traffic Code" to revise the fee
for the use of parking neters, all
under certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 250201, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1800
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled

"School Tax Authorization," to
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provide for an increase in the tax
of the Board of Education of the
School District of Philadelphiais
aut hori zed to i npose on real
estate; and anmendi ng Chapter

19- 1300, entitled "Real Estate

Taxes," to establish an equival ent
reduction the tax rate for the City
real estate tax, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250202, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1806
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“Aut hori zation of Realty Use and

Cccupancy Tax," to elimnate
certain exenptions, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250210, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter --
amendi ng Section 10-1001 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Fees
of the Comm ssioner of Records," to

i ncrease the portion of fees for

the recording of deeds and

Page 7

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

nortgages in related docunents to
be used for Housing Trust Fund
pur poses, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 250211, an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1400
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Realty Transfer Tax" revising the
rate of the tax, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250212, an
ordi nance to anend Chapter 19-4400
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Devel opnent | npact Tax" to end
I nposition of the tax, under
certain terns and conditions.

Resol uti on No. 250214,
resol ution providing for the
approval by the Council of the Cty
of Phil adel phia of a Revised Five
Year Financial Plan for the Gty of
Phi | adel phia covering Fiscal Years
2026- 2030, and i ncorporating

revisions with respect to Fisca
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Year 2025, which is to be submtted
by the Mayor to the Pennsyl vani a

I nt er gover nment al Cooper ati on

Aut hority pursuant to an

I nt ergover nnent al Cooperation
Agreenent by and between the City
and the Authority.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Ms. Loughead.
Today we continue the public
hearing of the Commttee of the
Whol e to consider the bills read by
the Cerk that constitute the
proposed operating and capit al
spendi ng neasures for Fiscal Year
2026, a Capital Programand a
For war d- | ooki ng Capital Plan for
Fi scal Year 2026 through Fi scal
Year 2031.

We will now begin taking
public testinony fromthe public on
the Gty's proposed FY26 budget and
Si x- Year Capital Programfor FY26

through '31. Before proceeding
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however, | wll lay a few ground
rules on how we would like to
proceed with public testinony this
nor ni ng.

W are here today to
hear from you about the Gty's
proposed FY26 budget for the Gty
of Phil adel phia to ensure that
there is an opportunity for all of
you to be heard. Certain ground
rul es have been established as
follows: Your testinony should be
about the bills listed on the
cal endar. Once your nane is
called, you will have up to two
m nutes to speak.

In order to be fair to
all those wi shing to speak, |
intend to hold faithfully to the
two-minute [imt. Once you are
asked to begin your testinony, a
timer wll be started. Wen there
are 30 seconds remaining to your

time, you will be rem nded of this.
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Once your allotted tinme has passed,
you wi Il be asked to pl ease
concl ude your remarks. W have
opportunities this norning as well
as this afternoon for public
coment and we have a very
significantly long testinony |ist,
whi ch we encourage everyone the
opportunity to have their issues,
voi ces and concerns heard regardi ng
this upcom ng budget during this
session this norning as well as
this afternoon.

Ms. Loughead, would you
pl ease call the first panel.

THE CLERK: First person
here to testify is Harry Barney.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

MR. BARNEY: (Good
nor ni ng, Counci | nenbers and panel .
Good norning to everyone. Happy to
see everyone here. So | have three

points to make and | will be under
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my two mnutes. So regarding the
budget, | see there's lots of
things related to housing
specifically. So | have a question
about the budget. Does the budget
factor in disability needs and
accessibility in terns of flashes,
you know, having fire alarms for
deaf people, doorbells, electrica
needs for deaf, for the deaf
community, ranps for the disabled
community. So |'mjust wondering
i f the budget factors in those
needs for the disability comunity.
| am al so wondering wl|l
t he Housing Trust Fund have room
for people with disabilities and
does that include the deaf
community? And ny third point is
in regards to enploynent, just |ike
housi ng are deaf people included in
that, including Anerican Sign
Language and Anmerican Sign Language

interpreters. So those are just ny
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guestions that | have. The budget
seens to focus on the disability
communi ty, but that usually

I ncludes the disability community
that is hearing, and | think that
the deaf community is often left
behi nd.

And | know that there
are a |lot of people in the deaf
community that are afraid of things
i ke that and afraid of housing not
bei ng accessible. So | just wanted
to cone and advocate for that and
just let you know that those are
the three things that are very
i nportant for you to tal k about.
That's all. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Chantay Love, Angel a Regans, Xavier
Wl lianms and Donte Newell .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | also want to
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acknow edge the presence of
Counci | mrenber Quetcy Lozada,
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

MR. WLLIAVS: Cood
nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chantay, do you want to
give us a brief overview before the
young men begin their testinony?

M5. LOVE: Hell o,
Presi dent Council. Thank you for
allowing us to be present. Wat
we' ve decided to do was bring sone
of the young adults that are not
only doing the work but also
experiencing violence. These are
students from | nmhotep Charter High
School . They're amazi ng.

They are part of the

pul se and the breath of why we
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still Iive and do what we do. And
that today they decided -- we
wanted themto speak their truth,
to have a platform because that's
al so healing, being able to
advocate for yourself, speak for
yoursel f and be heard. And so,
they' re speaking fromtheir
authentic self. And |I'mglad that
you gave us the opportunity to do
t hat .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Pl ease begin.
Just state your nane for the record
and begi n your testinony.

MR, WLLIAVS: Cood
norning. M nane is Xavier
Wllianms. | ama 10th grader at
| motep Charter Hi gh School and I
wi || be speaking for the Mrror
Program |'m speaking for the
enotional stability of Black people
in ny conmunity for several

reasons, one being our school has
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suffered a | ot of violence, hurt
and many | osses in one year, even a
nonth at best.

We | ast year lost a 10th
grader who is very special to us.
And when you actually got to know
who he was even w thout know ng his
face, it hurt us very -- it hurt us
very enotionally because it cane
out of nowhere. And it's because
of losses like this that we needed
the EM R program because we are
still currently losing people in
our community. And it's for no
essential reason, at least in ny
eyes, because there is no reason
for such violence to be needed in
for young people in their lives.

Us as young people are
al ready suffering fromkilling
ot her people, going into gangs and
breaki ng and entering all sorts of
other crinmes and we're barely even

passed 14 years old. W' re doing
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this because of how we are
surrounded, people that we are
surrounded by, how we're raised up
and the people we are around.

It's things like this
that we needed the EM R program and
for other prograns we need the
enotional support for us to speak
on. I'mnow going to transfer the

second part over to ny friend

Dant e.

(Appl ause.)

MR. NEWELL: Hello. M
name is Donte Newell. | was a 9th

grader in Inmhotep Charter

Uni versity -- Inmhotep Charter Hi gh
School . When the EM R program was
created, they cane up to ne, asked
nme if | wanted to be a part of it.

| said yes because of the |loss of a
student very dear to the conmunity,
which was Emr. Let's have a
nonent of silence for himreal

qui ck.
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And while 9th grade was
happeni ng, | dragged Xavier here to
the programw th ne which then
after that | becane an anbassador.
10t h grade year, just | earning,
maki ng friends, everything. But in
9th grade year, that was nost
preci ous year to nme because |
didn't have really nuch friends
back then. | was shy, quiet. But
now, | feel like I"'mall around
tal kative, just a good guy to be
around. And | think that's my nost
good characteristic for ne. And
that's what | | ove about everybody
el se, that | can be around them
talk to them and be joyful.

(Appl ause.)

M5. REGANS: Hello. Can
you hear nme?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes, we can hear you.

M5. REGANS: MW nane is

Angel a Regans. | ama 9th grader
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at I mhotep Charter H gh School.

And when | first joined the EM R, |
nostly joined for the noney.
Because when | | earned, when |

| earned that we get to make $200
fromthis program | was |ike,

okay, this could just be a quick in
and out programfor nme to join.

But when | actually got
to get in there, actually |earned
what the programis about, actually
i ke experience what we do in the
program that's when | realized
that | don't want to just join here
for noney. | actually want to help
make a difference in our world.
Because with a I ot of the gun
vi ol ence that's going on, a |ot of
m nors that are dying due to the
fact that people are just because
of what other people did for them
or that they follow ne against the
crowd, | feel as though we

shoul dn't have to be dealing with
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that as mnors. W are high
school ers who have a bright future
ahead of us but we're going down
the wong path due to the fact that
we're influenced by the actions of
ot hers who are surroundi ng us,
specifically like nusic and all
that other stuff.

When peopl e hang around
that type of crowd, it brings us a
bad reputation, especially for the
Bl ack community because a | ot of
people wll ook at us and think,
oh, ny God, they m ght shoot us.
But inreality that's not the case.

A |l ot of people who are
under the age of 13, because ny
brothers told ne, are al so doing
drugs because they hang around the
wong crowd. | feel as though EM R
gives us the chance as 9th graders
and below to help us |earn that
this is not what we should be doing

and we should go down a good path
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for us because we are all mnors
with a bright future ahead of us
and we shouldn't |et people that
don't have that future, that we
have that chance, that we have to
take us down the wong path because
there's a | ot of people that can
die fromit.

(Appl ause.)

MR WLLIAMS: As a
young person nyself, | want to say
whol eheartedly nme and all of EMR
and all the young people that are
around nme, we are speaking not only
as just a couple of students froma
school and we're speaking nore than
just as a pile of kids. W are
speaki ng as young i ndividual s and
victins of even our own nulice.

We are al nost doing this
to ourselves when we don't have to
be. People are afraid -- young
people nmy age are afraid of

| eaving. Young people are afraid
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of even comunicating. W are
afraid of even trusting each other.
I"'mfriends with Dante even now and
peopl e we coul d even have cl ose
relationships with their friends,
friendshi ps and bonds coul d be
broken at a nonent's notice. And
all of it can just go left
extremely quickly.

So as a young
I ndi vidual, we are nore than just
sone kids. W are young
i ndi vidual s growing up. And as
we're grow ng up, we're going to
experience even nore enotions and
har dshi p probably whether we |ike
It or not, but we don't have to
suffer as nmuch as long as we stick
t oget her.

M5. LOVE: And | brought
t hem because we went to Harrisburg
and we knew City Council was next,
but that we needed to be able to

still hear the voice of what we are
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trying to do, that we still no
matter how old we get or how nuch
seasoned we get into work, that in
order to be relevant we have to
still talk to them and hear from
themand | et them guide us. And
so, we wap services around them
based on what they feel that they
need. And because of that, they
can be successful.

|"m so proud of them
I'"'mso proud of all of them because
it's alot of -- it takes a |ot of
courage to say I'mgoing to take
the day away from school to cone
down here and stand in front of
sone people that they don't know,
but also --

(Appl ause.)

M5. LOVE: =-- in a
bui l ding that they m ght not have
even seen. But when you are naking
deci si ons, when you are naking

deci si ons on funding, we know the
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nunbers are driving down but we
know t hat the | eaders on the ground
need your support, the | eaders on
the ground that's doing the
groundwork. W are not only the
pul se, we are the connectors. W
are the col |l aborators.

And I'ma part of three
col l aborations that's driving the
nunbers down. W can't |let our
foot off the gas. W have to stil
be innovative and still be rel evant
and still have that trauma-inforned
care that's needed. W can't stop.
And in order for us to nake a
heal thy community, a healthy
nei ghbor hood and a healthy famly,
| don't want you as City Council to
make decisions that will stop that.
We got to level up. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

So any questions
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comments from nenbers of the
Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: So | just want to say to
all the young people there, we want
to thank you for speaking truth to
power. We want to thank you for
maki ng a choice to be in the right
place at the right tinme. W want to
t hank you for your | eadership.

And so, on behal f of
Cty Council -- 1 know a |ot of
times we have different guests that
cone down. We get up and we give
them their props because they're
like celebrities. But for ne,
these are the young peopl e that
will transformour cities. Let's
get up and give thema real big
round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch and
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keep up the good work.

M5. LOVE: You told ne
to state ny nane for the record.
Chantay Love, founder and Executive
Director of EMR Healing Center,
whi ch stands for Every Murder Is
Real . Every nurder has a | oss,
real pain, real |loss, real tragedy.
But inside of that, real people
that have hope for a life and we
can make that happen.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

THE CLERK: Next up we
have Sarah Magi nnis, G eg Boul war e,
Nor Farida, Lawence Janes, Chris
Cera and Matthew Koveal

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: State your nanme for the
record and pl ease begin.

M5. MAG NNI'S: Good
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norning. M nane is Sarah Maginnis
and 1'mthe Executive Director of
NAI OP G eater Phil adel phia, and |
want to say good norning to Counci
Presi dent Johnson and all nenbers
of the Philadel phia Gty Council.
NAI OP G eat er
Phi | adel phia is representing the
devel opers, owners and rel ated
professionals in office, industrial
and m xed-use real estate. |'m
here today to provide remarks
regardi ng the proposed Fiscal Year
2026 operating and capital budget
and five year plan.
As City Counci
considers the Mayor's proposed
Fi scal Year 2026 budget and five
year plan, NAI OP Geater
Phi | adel phi a bel i eves inclusive
growt h should be a top priority.
The phrase inclusive growh is used
often these days so | believe it is

vital to be clear about what it
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neans.

We at NAIOP see it as a
conti nuumthat starts with tax
reform Thoughtful and equitable
revisions to our tax code wll fuel
j obs and all ow Phi |l adel phia's
di verse, small and nedi um si zed
busi nesses to nake investnents in
the future of their enterprises.
These investnents lead to job
grow h and attract new busi nesses
to our city, creating additiona
revenues for the city. And those
revenues, when depl oyed
thoughtfully and with intention,
can enhance services and provide
safe, clean and green conmunities,
the very priorities of our Muyor
and Gty Council.

That's where this ful
circle because -- excuse ne.
That's where this cones full circle
because a safer, cleaner and

greener Phil adel phia will bring
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nmore residents, visitors, and in
turn nore businesses. And any
revenues |ost through tax rate
reduction in the short-termare
recl ai ned.

NAI OP supports
actionabl e-phased tax reforns. W
specifically support reductions in
the wage tax and the gradual
elimnation of the BIRT tax, net
I ncone conponent that were proposed
in the Mayor's fiscal year 2026
budget. The |ower rates would help
grow jobs, jobs that lift people
out of poverty, inprove public
safety and add to the city's tax
base to ensure that nuch-needed
city services are not endangered.
Refornms |i ke these send a powerful
signal to the national investor
comuni ty, Phil adel phia is serious
about creating a business-friendly
envi ronnment that supports growth

and opportunity.
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This is especially vital
as we work to attract outside
capi tal investnents, which have
historically been the |ifeblood of
our city's growth. Wile we
appl aud the gradual reduction in
wage and busi ness taxes, we
strongly oppose increasing the
realty transfer tax .3% i ncrease
whi ch may --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Go ahead and w ap up.

M5. MAG NNI'S:  Which may
seeminsignificant, but this
I ncrease adds up to real noney in
the comercial real estate market,
a market that has experienced
significant distress since the
start of the COVID 19 pandem c. As
you know, Phil adel phia's office
vacancy rate stands at around 20%
a 7%.increase over 2019.

This increase has |eft

many of fice buil dings enpty,
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| eading to the specter of what are
often call ed zonbi e buil di ngs.
These bui |l di ngs are not only
eyesores but also increase the risk
of foreclosures. At a tine when we
are working towards creative and

I nnovative solutions to support
adaptive reuse of distressed office
bui | di ngs, increasing the realty
transfer tax adds additional cost
barriers to conversion pat hways.

As you know, office-to-
residential conversions are already
fraught with hurdl es and
uncertainty. This proposal nakes
the financial viability of nuch-
needed conversions even nore
tenuous. And --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You have to wap up,
ma' am

M5. MMAANNIS: -- let's
not forget that raising the

transfer tax also hurts smal l
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busi nesses who nay want to own
their buildings and residents who
dream of one day purchasing their
own hone. Boosting the transfer
tax is sinply a bad idea al
around. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

M. G eg Boulware who's
the President of District --

MR, BOULWARE: Cood
nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Say it again.

MR. BOULWARE. (Go ahead.
" msorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  President of District
Council 33. | want to thank you
and your workers and their hard
work in terns of noving the city of
Phi | adel phia forward. So thank you

for being here today.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON:  And t hank you for your
| eadership. So you can pl ease
begi n your testinony. Just state
your nane for the record.

MR, BOULWARE:
Absol utely. Thank you, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

MR. BOULWARE: My nane
Is Geg Boulware, President of the
m ghty District Council 33 serving
10, 000 nmen and wonen in the city of
Phi | adel phia, the constituents of
all you Cty Council here this
nmorning. Thank you all Cty
menbers of Council and President
Council, appreciate it. |I'msinply
here this norning --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Bring your m crophone in
just alittle bit.

MR BOULWARE: [|'m
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sinply here this norning to discuss
t he budget for this fiscal year
comng up and how it relates to the
public sector workers of
Phi | adel phia. W know that we
heard the Adm ni stration conme and
speak about the $550 nillion that
was set aside for city contracts.

I f you | ook at the
escal ating costs of everything
goi ng on, how things are
I ncreasing, it does not appear to
us at $550 million will be adequate
enough to nmake sure that those city
public funds are publicly served
the way they should be. |If you
| ook at the cost for what our
menbers on average received, which
is around $45, 000, we did receive a
5% i ncrease which hel ped mnimally.
But when you | ook at what's going
on wth the federal governnent and
the tax cuts, and | understand how

that inpacts the state and the
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| ocal city governnent and things
l'i ke that, but when we tal k about
the budget, the first thing that
needs to be tal ked about is how we
make sure we fund adequately raise
wages and raises for our nen and
wonen that do all the necessary
works in this city.

I f you | ook and wake up
and you woke up in the norning and
your water didn't cone on or if
your trash was backed up and the
men and wonen that didn't conme and
coll ect that trash were not
available to you or God forbid, you
had a health energency and there
was no heal th departnent workers
there or you had a death in the
famly, there was no nore workers
there or you saved your pennies up
and decided to take a flight and
get out on the airplane, they
coul dn't operate because the

runways were not clear and paved
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the way they should be and the
bat hroom and | aboratories weren't
cl ean the way they needed to be,
everybody woul d be in a bad way.
There's not one service
in the city of Philadel phia that's
not essential to the |lives of every
Phi | adel phi an across the city. Qur
menbers are the ones that serve and
do those things. They can't afford
the ability to catch a flight. W
need to nmake sure that that budget
is funded publicly the way that it
shoul d be so services could be
mai nt ai ned and increased so that we
coul d have | ongevity and have
Phi | adel phia as a city, that's a
worl d class city noving forward.
Every departnent in this
city is still underfunded and
under budget ed and needs to make
sure that we have the ability to
mai ntain nore workers and attract,

attract workers and make it be
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conpetitive in the workplaces to
al | ow Phi | adel phia to continue to
keep thriving.

The nen and wonen of
District Council 33 and all the
ot her public sector unions in this
city are the ones that make that
happen and function on a daily
basis and we need to work
col | aboratively to nmake sure that
happens. You all, | appreciate the
wor k that you've done.

Si x nmonths ago the vast
majority of you signed off on a
| etter supporting our nen and
wonen, and that was right of the
heels of a rally that we had
outside this building. | would
hate to get back to that point
again. But if we can't cone to
resolve to make sure the contracts
are funded in a manner and in a way
that are deserving and respectful

to the nen and wonen that do al

Page 37

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

the necessary work in this city,
we're going to wind up back at that
point again. And I'mhoping to
avoid that type of situation.

So I'm 1 ooking at you
all and seeking your help and
maki ng sure that we nmake sure that
public service services are funded
adequately the way they need to be.
Thank you for your tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Thank you
very much

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Next. Go ahead, sir.

MR, JAMES. Cood
nmor ni ng, Council President and
nmenbers of City Council. M nane
I's Lawence Janes and |'mthe
Presi dent and CEO of Connexus
Technol ogy, a 22-year old IT
staffing and digital transfornmation

solutions firmstarted right here
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i n Phil adel phi a.

One of our | argest
custoners is the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. And right now we're
actually rolling out broadband
Internet access to all of the parks
and recreational facilities in the
city of Philadelphia. |'mhere to
urge you today to support
meani ngful reductions to the wage
and Busi ness I nconme and Receipts
Tax because the current tax
structure nmakes it incredibly hard
to operate and grow a business in
Phi | adel phia. Every dollar matters
when you' re runni ng a busi ness.

Connexus is not a |arge
corporation yet. I'ma | ocal
enpl oyer trying to grow, create
j obs and serve our comunity. W
sponsor | ocal basket bal
tournanents, we train interns and
put themon our city contracts and

we participate in countless

Page 39

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

initiatives to inprove the lives of
people here in the city. But the
way our city taxes businesses nakes
this harder every single year.

Bet ween t he wage, NPT
tax and BIRT net incone tax, we're
constantly forced to choose between
hiring one nore staff nmenber or
covering our tax bill. That should
not be the trade off. And now,
with the $100, 000 BI RT exenpti ons
bei ng repeal ed, even nore of our
revenue will go to taxes before
we' ve even paid oursel ves,
reinvested in our business or
provi ded rai ses to our hard-working
team For businesses just getting
started or barely breaking even
this is devastating.

If I were to start a new
busi ness today, | would give
serious consideration to starting
somewhere el se and that shoul d not

be the case. | want to grow here.
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| want to hire here. | want to
stay in Philly, but the cost of
doi ng busi ness, especially conpared
to our surrounding counties, is
pushi ng too many of us to consider

| eaving or shutting our doors.

We have an opportunity
in this year's budget to take steps
towards a nore conpetitive,
equi tabl e tax structure that
supports businesses of all sizes.

Pl ease don't let that opportunity
pass us. | urge you today to
support reduction to the wage and
Bl RT taxes, not just for ne but for
t he thousands of small businesses
and medi um si zed busi nesses acr o0ss
the city that want to participate
in making a |long-1asting inpact
here in the city of Phil adel phia.
Thank you for everything you all
do.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Thank you.

MR CERA: H . M nane
is Chris Cera. Thank you very nuch
for your tinme. | live in Queen
Village with ny famly. [|'malso
the CEO of Arcweb Technol ogi es.

The core problemis that we're in a
crisis of private sector jobs. W
need way nore jobs and the budget
does not address the urgent demands
of the crisis. It seens evident
that King of Prussia and the
surroundi ng suburbs are nore of our
conpetition than Boston,

San Francisco --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Can you speak up a little
nore or bring the m crophone cl oser
pl ease.

MR, CERA: The Tax
Ref or m Commi ssi on report said an
average of 46% of residents across
City Council Districts with private

sector jobs conmute to work outside
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of Philadelphia. | saw that this
nor ni ng wal king ny son to school.
| was one of those people driving
back and forth on the Schuyl kill
Expressway every day to King of
Prussia. And then one day |
started a conpany in Phil adel phi a.
| started Arcweb from an apart nent
at 42nd and Chester Avenue and
t hrough the years, we've spent nore
than 50 mllion-plus wth nostly a
Phi | adel phi a- based wor kf or ce.

| want to highlight
three sinple solutions and it cones
down to really marketing sound
bytes. It needs to be sinple for
both a comon person and the chief
financial officer to understand why
they should start, stay, grow or
nove their conpany to Phil adel phi a.
And |'d say nunber one, inplenent a
15-second test to ensure the
conplexity of the tax code is

addressed. |If you cannot expl ain
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the BIRT and NPT tax structure in
15 seconds, then we'll continue to
| ose opportunities that will just
never happen or to other cities.

"1l read you our
current sound bytes, and this is
our welcone sign on the Cty's
website. Uni ncorporated businesses
are required to file and pay the
net profits tax and the Business
I ncone and Receipts Tax. In this
situation, you can apply a credit
to your NPT that is equal to 60% of
the BIRT paid on your net incone
basis. This is fromthe Cty's
website on BIRT.

When you file your
second year's BIRT returns, you
must pay estimated tax for the
foll ow ng year equal to 100% of
your actual tax fromthe previous
year for the second filing only.
You may pay this estimated tax in

quarterly installnments due to their

Page 44

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

quarterly paynents. So that's the
first.

Let's nmake it
expl ai nable in 15 seconds. The
second is elimnate the BIRT s
doubl e tax on businesses. CQur
sound byte here is regressive anong
the top 30 largest cities. W're
the only one that does this. And
nunber three, elimnate the BIRT
prepaynment on businesses. This is
what | refer to as a second year
sl ap.

| magi ne you pai d your
taxes in April. You had to wite a
full check to the Gty for next
year's taxes in advance. |t cones
down to those three things. It
shoul d be commended that the budget
addr esses one of those sound bytes
with the elimnation of the double
tax in 2038. Zeno's paradox is the
i dea that you can cut your taxes in

hal f over and over and over again
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until infinity and never actually
get to the goal. W' ve been |iving
In Zeno's paradox for decades. W
need | eadership to elimnate this
tax in five to six years to ensure
that the folks running the city get
it done. The budget does not
address either of those two sound
byt es.

And it's noteworthy the
Cty is not expecting to grow. Yet
a nodest expectation of growh wll
provi de the capital allocation
necessary to make this process
easier for everyone. Thank you for
your tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. One second.
Excuse me. Now, what is it call ed,
Zeno's paradox? Say it again.

MR CERA: Zeno's
par adox.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Zeno' s par adox?

MR. CERA: Yes. You get
half the goal to infinity -- you
can half your goals an infinite
nunber of times and never actually
get them

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Zeno' s par adox.

MR. CERA: W' ve been
living it for decades.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ckay. Thank you very
much, sir. Thank you.

Pl ease state your name
for the record and begin your
testi nony.

M5. FARI DA: Thank you.
Good norning, Council --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Coul d you bring the
m crophone cl oser to you pl ease?

M5. FARI DA: Ckay. Good
nor ni ng, Council nenber. M nane is

Nor a Fari da. | am a busi ness owner
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in South Philly . | have a grocery
store that al so have Hal al food. |
amin the process of buying another
comrer ci al buil ding and opening a
(i naudi bl e) restaurant.

' m here today to speak
i n support to reduce Business
I ncome and Recei pts Tax, BIRT.

This is the nost (inaudible) for
our small business. From COVID

| ockdown, all of us are staying
singularly to recover financially.
In the past two years inflection
operation cost and difficulty to
staff have already add nore

(i naudi bl €) on small business.

On top of that, the Gty
tax structure nmake it even harder
so we cannot grow. | respect the
l'ine that the $100, 000 BI RT expense
will be going away. It will nake
us live even harder and will be a
big blow to many snmal | business

like mne. | amnow asking nyself
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how can | pay this tax in advance
before | even have a chance to pay
nysel f, pay off ny new busi ness or
nmy enpl oyee.

It is make Phil adel phia
a torture place to do business.
Many busi ness owners | know are
seriously considering relocating to
place with a nore business-friendly
tax system | amnot joking. |
know they don't want to live |ike
nme. They have famly here. Their
kids to go school here. They |ove
friends here. They have friends
here. They went to stay here. |
love this city. | know our
busi ness and for your service or to
our City Council menber, please help
us stay here. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR, KOVEAL: Good
nmorning. My nanme is Matt Kovea
and |'mthe Executive Director of

the No Nane Pops soon to be the
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Philly Pops on July 1st. | wanted
to start by thanking Cty Council.
Leadership is a thankl ess round-
the-clock responsibility and |I'm
grateful we have such a dedi cated
Counci| working on behal f of
Phi | adel phi a.

As many of you know, the
past two years have been a
whirlwi nd for the Pops. Wen the
former managenent announced the
shut down of this bel oved
institution, the nusicians stepped
up fromLocal 77 and decided to
keep the art formgoing. They
bel i eved and still believe that
this city deserves nore. These
musi ci ans are Phil adel phia. They
represent resilience, grit,
determ nati on and they've worked
tirelessly to bring our art form
back to life for our conmmunity.

Thi s period of

transition has been chall engi ng,
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but it has al so opened the door for
us to reimagi ne our m ssion and
reconnect with what really matters,
getting people on their feet and
danci ng wherever they m ght be, not
just in concert halls but in parks,
nei ghbor hoods and public spaces
across the city.

The future of Philly
Pops provides nmusic to people in
di fferent ways, understanding that
not everyone experiences the city
in the same way. Because of this,
we provide nusic through the
foll owi ng ways: Qur collaboration
with Artsenia, which provides | ow
cost community-informed progranm ng
to underresourced comunities, our
free pop-up progranm ng throughout
the city and our discounted and
conplinmentary ticket programat the
Kimel Center, in which we provide
tickets to veterans, students,

teachers, first responders and
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peopl e from underresourced
conmuni ti es.

Just this past season we
have provided $171,000, that's a
bi g nunber by the way, in
di scounted and conplinentary
tickets to these communities. |1've
experi enced many people tell ne
t hat they have never been to the
Ki el Center before. |In fact,
|'ve experienced people telling ne
that they didn't even know t he
Ki mrel Center existed and we were
the first show that they attended.
That is quite powerful.

Qur art form popul ar
nmusic, has the ability to reach a
wi der audi ence than nost of the
perform ng arts organi zati ons on
Broad Street and we are doi ng just
that. Qur city and our world needs
art. Look at the paintings on the
wal I's in your offices throughout

our conmunity. None of that would
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have existed wi thout the community
supporting the arts.

The Philly Pops has
presented a proposal to Gty
Council for the upcom ng budget and
| urge you to strongly consider
supporting us and the arts. Misic
IS now nore inportant than ever.
When the going gets tough, the
musi ci ans of the Philly Pops live
by the fanous Leonard Bernstein
quote, and this will be our reply,
“To make nusic nore intensely, nore
beautifully and nore devotedly than
ever before." Thank you for
everything that you have done to
keep our art formalive and thank
you for everything that you will do
in the future. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

THE CLERK:  Qur next

panel is Erin Dwer, Dawud Bey,
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Andy Frishkoff, Corinne O Connell,
Abr aham Reyes, Maria Gonzal ez,
Audr ey Patterson.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norning, M. Dwer.
State your name for the record.

M5. DWER: Erin Dwer.
Good norning, Council President
Cl arke and nenbers of Phil adel phi a
Gty Council --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  It's Council President
Johnson.

MB. DWER  ©Ch, ny
goodness.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  It's okay.

M5. DWER  Well, now
I''mdone. There we go. Ww and it
says Johnson too.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  It's all right. [It's all
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right. [It's okay.

M5. DWER: |'m so
sorry, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  It's okay.

M5. DAWER: Al right.
Well, off to a hot start. M nane
is Erin Dwer Harvard and | serve
as the Director of Public Affairs
for the General Building
Contractors Association. Thank you
for the opportunity to testify as a
part of the Cty's FY26 budget
process. |'mhere today to express
GBCA' s strong support for three key
priorities: The Mayor's H O ME.
Initiative, the elimnation of the
construction tax and the reduction
of the Gty's gross receipt tax.

First, we commend Mayor
Parker and her adm nistration for
the bold vision outlined in the
HOME. Initiative. Addressing

housi ng i nsecurity, preserving
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af f ordabl e housing and investing in
nei ghbor hood i nfrastructure is not
only the right thing to do, but it
Is a smart econom c strategy. GBCA
contractors are ready to help
deliver high-quality and union-
built hones for the city of

Phi | adel phi a.

Second, we urge Counci
to elimnate the construction tax.
Initially introduced as a tenporary
fundi ng nmechanism this tax
di sproportionately affects projects
within margins. In aclimte with
unpredi ctable tariffs and rising
material cost, we nust work to
el i m nate avoi dabl e expenses.
Renovi ng the construction tax w |
gi ve our nenbers the flexibility to
continue to build hospitals,
school s, hones and infrastructure
our conmunities depend on.

Finally, we support the

continued reduction of the Gty's

Page 56

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

gross receipt tax. This tax
penal i zes vol une over profit and
di sproportionately inpacts genera
contractors in Philadelphia. In
cl osing, GBCA believes that
advanci ng these three priorities,
the HOME. Initiative,
elimnating the construction tax
and reducing the gross receipt tax
wi || strengthen Phil adel phia's
economny, create union construction
] obs and support inclusive growh
citywide. Thank you again for the
opportunity to testify. And I'm
really sorry, Council President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: No. It's all good, Erin.

M5. DWER  |'ve known
you for too long to do that. |I'm
sorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  No problem at all

One second, M. Bey.

Page 57

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Young | ady, could you please state
your nane. She went |ike
thi s(indicating).

M5. PATTERSON. Good
norning. My nanme is Audrey
Patterson and |'mgrateful for the
opportunity to speak about the
Mayor's HO ME. Initiative. | was
bl essed enough to receive Basic
System Repair Services for ny hone.
The process was great and the
contractors were awesone.

They fixed ny roof and
did several other repairs. | am
extrenely grateful for BSRP. And
without it, |I would be struggling
to figure out how to pay for
repairs. As a senior, this program
neans everything and I want to see
it help even nore people.
retired fromthe school system and
BSRP hel ps those that worked hard
all their lives, not only to

preserve and naintain their hones
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but al so keep their dignity.

| truly hope City
Counci| passes the H O ME.
Intentative -- initiative, |I'm
sorry, because there are residents
all over the city that needs hel p.
Thank you for your tinme.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

MR BEY: |'mup next?
Put sone respect on your nane,
Kenyatta Johnson. She's up next?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  (Gestured).

M5. RATHVANN:  Thank
you, President Johnson. Thank you
for the opportunity to testify
today. M nane is Carrie Rathmann.
I"msitting in for Corinne
O Connell and | proudly represent
Habitat for Humanity Phil adel phi a.
Qur mssion is to create and

preserve affordabl e homeownership

Page 59

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

for lowincone famlies, noving us
closer to a city where everyone has
safe, stable and a decent place to
l'ive.

City Council's decisions
about housi ng fundi ng have a
powerful inpact. That's why we
urge bold investnent through both
the HOME. Initiative and full
capitalization of the Housing Trust
Fund, one that builds, restores and
preserves housing where it's needed
nost. Through prograns |ike Built
to Last and the Targeted Housi ng
Prevention Program-- Preservation
Program Habitat hel ps seniors age
in place. W help prevent
di spl acenent. We keep children
safe and healthy in their hones and
we ensure our historic rowhones
remain part of our city's future.

We' re buil ding honmes for
| oner-incone famlies than any

ot her devel opers, but these
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out cones depend on consi stent,
equi tabl e investnment. \When funding
i s delayed or reduced, we know what
happens. W ask Council to take
action in six targeted ways, either
through the H O ME. bond, Housing
Trust Fund or other budget itens:
Nunber one, please
prioritize housing funds for those
earni ng bel ow 80% AM, the nost
vul ner abl e honmeowners and fol ks
t hroughout the city. W ask you to
double funding to 1 mllion, the
THPP Programthat's currently
500, 000. It hel ps expand critical
repair work and |lets us | everage
nore private dollars.
Invest 25 mllion in the
Built to Last programfor repairs
and energy upgrades. Create a
$4 mllion quick strike acquisition
fund to preserve affordabl e housing
i n changi ng nei ghbor hoods and keep

it out of the hands of specul ators.
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Expand down paynent assistance in
the Philly First Honme program
reform Turn the Key programto

I ncl ude nonprofit devel opers |ike
Habi tat who aren't able to access,
and invest 6.25 mllion in the
Communi ty Capacity Buil di ng Fund
for community devel opnent
corporations. Qur crisis is
urgent, but together we can
preserve what we have, we can build
what we need and we can be a nore
equitable city. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

M. Dawud Bey.

MR. BEY: Thank you very
much, M. President and nenbers of
Cty Council. Thank you for
allowing ne the opportunity to
speak today. M nane is Dawud Bey
and | am the Chairman of Fine Print

Conpani es, a certified mnority
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busi ness enterprise specializing in
af f ordabl e | uxury wor kforce

housi ng, and the founder of the
Dawud Bey, Jr. Training Acadeny, a
state certified apprenticeship
school borne out of a tragic |oss
but fueled by a relentless desire
to change the lives in

Phi | adel phi a.

Let nme be clear, city
funding is not just about |ine
itenms in the budget. It's about
people. It's about futures. It's
about whet her the young man
standi ng on the corner today w ||
be buil ding the sane corner
tonorrow. | was that young man
standing on the corner with hope in
nmy hands. Wen you invest in
housi ng, you're not just putting up
wal ls. You're laying the
foundation for opportunity.

Qur firmspecializes in

Turn the Key hones, newy
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constructed, energy-efficient,
af fordabl e, |uxury hones for
working famlies. These are the
peopl e who are too often forgotten
i n the housing equation. They nake
too nmuch for subsidies but not
enough to afford market rate rents
and nortgages.

Wth City support, we've
turned vacant |lots into hones.
W' ve taken young nen and wonen
with little hope, trained them
t hrough our acadeny and put themto
wor k building the very communities
they live in. That's what real
i nvestnent | ooks like. That's what
real equity | ooks |ike.

But let ne be equally
clear, if funding is reduced or
wor se del ayed, the consequences are
I rmedi ate. We | ose nonentum we
| ose projects and nost inportantly,
we | ose people. A msfunding cycle

can nean dozens of apprentices |eft
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untrained. A stalled housing
project can leave famlies in
shelters instead of their own
hones.

The housi ng program
currently in place, especially
t hose that support affordable
housi ng and wor kf orce devel opnent
are working, but they need to be
expanded and treated wi th urgency.
Let ne give you a real exanple. On
Par ksi de Avenue, we just conpleted
a 24 unit housing devel opnent
t hanks to coordi nated PHA support,
t he Phil adel phia Accel erator Fund
and those -- excuse nme, and the
Phi | adel phi a Accel erat or Fund.
Those units now house wor ki ng
famlies earning 80% or |ess AM of
the Area Median Inconme. W thout
that investnent, those units just
don't get built, period or take our
project in Gays Ferry in Point

Breeze on the 2300 bl ock of
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Greenwood. That's not j ust
construction. That's
transformati on.

That's three bedroom
two bath homes up in a zip code
that has been heavily gentrified
for far too | ong, where long-term
resi dents watch devel opnent rise
around them whil e bei ng pushed out
of their nei ghborhoods they help
build. W're changi ng that
narrative.

We' re buil di ng hones
that working famlies can afford on
time, under budget and with
integrity, enploying apprentices
from nei ghbor hoods just like it.
This is about nore than housing.
It's about restoring community
owner shi p and maki ng sure
devel opnent works for the people
who live there. This is not
theatrical. 1It's not political.

It's personal.
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When you fund prograns,
you are giving us the tools to
sol ve problens fromw thin. You
are not just backing buil dings.
You' re backing people. You're
backi ng hope. So | urge this body
to slow down -- | nean, | urge this
body don't slow down. Don't slow
down. Don't scal e back and don't
forget the urgency communities live
with every single day. W are
ready to build, we are ready to
train. W are ready to | ead, but
we cannot do it w thout your
support. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
Good job. Pl ease begin.

MS. VEEI SSMAN: My nane
IS Robin Weissman --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | know you. Hey, Robin.

How are you?
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M5. VEI SSMAN: Pl easure
to see you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Wel cone to Gty Counci l

MS. VEI SSMAN:  |''m happy
to be here. M nane is Robin
Wei ssman and |' mthe Executive
Director and CEO of the
Pennsyl vani a Housi ng Fi nance
Agency. | really appreciate the
opportunity to provide testinony
about the Mayor's plan and City
Council's plan to expand and
enhance the Gty of Philadel phia's
af f or dabl e housi ng st ock.

There is no doubt that
there is tremendous demand for nore
rental and single fam|ly housing
across the state and in
Phi | adel phia particularly. W know
because we work on this chall enge
every day. Affordable housing is
the m ssion of Pennsylvani a Housi ng

Fi nance Agency and it has been for
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the last 51 years.

| wanted to take a
nonent to tal k about investing in
housing. As a finance person, |
know housing is the city's
infrastructure and | know t hat
preservati on and devel opnent of
housing is a public-private
partnership with benefits for all
These investnents are not only
short-term but they have enornous
short-term and | ong-term benefits.

Housi ng needs are
dramatic. They're necessary and
needed for all segnents of the
entire econom c spectrum But it's
really inportant to al so note that
housi ng i nvestnent is economc
devel opnent with an enornous
multiplier effect on econom c
growt h and taxes and may hel p
al | evi ate housi ng-rel ated cost
pressures. Supply will be key.

|'ve reviewed the
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Mayor's proposed housing plan and
I'"ve net with staff personally to
di scuss the approach to neeting
this challenge. |1'mconfident that
it is a good plan and that it
addresses the city's housi ng needs
in a thoughtful and conprehensive
manner. As | stated, the housing
chal l enge in Phil adel phia is
sizable. That's why it needs an
equal |y robust response.

| appl aud the Mayor and
others for the proposal to finance
800 mllion in bonds because the
scale of this housing initiative
has to match the | evel of public
demand that exists in order to be
effective. The Mayor is smart to
address the current housing
chal | enge on both the homeownership
side of the equation and the rental
side. It's obvious that the nost
cost-effective way to provide

affordable single famly housing is
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to repair and preserve the housing
that currently exists. The plan
intends to do that.

And regardi ng rental
housi ng, the Mayor's plan takes a
conpr ehensi ve approach, working to
provi de housing for people of all
i nconme | evels, including those at
extrenmely low income. There is a
strong enphasi s on workforce
housi ng which is also key. W need
to provide affordable housing for
Phi | adel phia workers |i ke teachers
and first responders because they
need the option to be able to |ive
in or close to the city where
t hey' re wor ki ng.

| would al so note that
the timng of Mayor Parker's plan
is also good as it will dovetai
well with Governor Shapiro's first
ever for the Commonweal th's
conpr ehensi ve housi ng acti on plan

that is currently under
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devel opnent. Taken together, the
two initiatives should provide
real |y nmeani ngful results.
In addition to its
i npact on housing, | want to
re- enphasi ze the community and
econom ¢ inpact of the plan wll be
consi derable. The scale of the
i nvestnment will have broad reaching
I nplications for the economc
vitality of city businesses and
much- needed regenerati on and
revitalization of the
nei ghbor hoods. No plan for
expandi ng our housing stock wll
ever be perfect -- thank you.
Different people always cone at
this fromdifferent perspectives.
What is inportant is
that you and we all plan to take
action imedi ately as Myor
Parker's plan is bold but also
fiscally responsible. It takes a

conpr ehensi ve approach needed to
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make serious inroads in the housing
chal | enges that face Phil adel phia
today. | believe it can be
effective and we at PHFA will do
what we can to support this smart
and anmbitious effort. Thank you
for the opportunity to be a part of
this vital discussion.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and pl ease begin
your testinony.

MR. FRI SHKOFF: Good
nor ni ng, Council President, nenbers
of Gty Council. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify. M nane is
Andrew Frishkoff and | am Executive
Director of LISC Phil adel phia. [|'m
here to testify in support of the
HOME Initiative. First, let ne
thank my fell ow panelists who are

so dedicated to building and
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i nvesting in affordable housing in
the city, but let ne also thank
each and every nenber of City
Counci | who has chanpi oned t he
cause of affordable housing for all
resi dents of Phil adel phi a.

The people are gratefu
for your advocacy and your
| eadership and allow ne to
congratul ate you for having a Mayor
whose passion and commtnent to
housi ng mat ches your own. Not
every city is fortunate enough to
have both. That being said, |
encourage all nenbers of Gty
Council to join with the Mayor in
recogni zi ng the urgency of
Phi | adel phi a' s housi ng needs and
support the HO ME. Initiative so
that we can create and preserve
af f ordabl e housi ng our residents
and communities need to thrive.

LISC is a nati onal

communi ty devel oprment internediary
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and community devel opnent fi nanci al
institution that has invested nore
than $32 billion across the
country, including 695 mllion in
Phi | adel phi a where we' ve supported
the creation and preservation of
9700 affordabl e honmes and
apartnments here.

| can attest that every
city where LI SC works is
experiencing its own housing
crisis. \What is different about
Phi | adel phia is that we have a
$2 billion plan to tackle that
crisis and build and preserve
30, 000 affordable hones. |In 2018,
LI SC served as the City's | ead
consultant in the devel opnent of
Its housing action plan.

Currently | represent
LISC on the HOME. Initiative
advi sory group with the intent to
provi de insight and gui dance to the

City in the devel opnent and
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i npl enentation of the H O ME.
Initiative. Having done this work
for alnost 40 years, | can say that
every plan has its critics and no
plan is perfect.

However, the worst plans
are those that have many
suggestions but no workabl e
solutions as well as those with no
political will and funding behind
them Phil adel phi a has el ected
| eaders commtted to affordable
housi ng. W have a plan. W have
identified the funding to activate
the plan. | ask you as our |eaders
pl ease pass the funding for the
H OME. plan. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane
and begi n your testinony.

MR. REYES PARDO. Hi.

Good afternoon. | am Abraham Reyes
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Pardo. |'mthe Vice-president of
Housi ng at the Urban League of
Phi | adel phia. The Urban League of
Phi | adel phia is a 108-year-old
civil rights organi zation. Today
I'"'mhere to testify to encourage
t he budget process related to the
HOME. Initiative.

| wouldn't say nore of
what' s al ready been said many
times. This program neans a once-
I n-a-generation opportunity to
possi bly alter the trajectory of
Phi | adel phia, a city that is still
referred to as the poorest big city
in America. Collectively we're
| ooki ng to make a pivot of historic
significance, one that will inprint
its mark on the lives of nmany
gener ati ons of Phil adel phi ans.

Al t hough at the Urban
League of Phil adel phia we offer
wr aparound services, it is the

office that | |ead housing that
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of ten becones insignia of our

organi zati on, which gives our
partnership -- which given our
partnership wwth the Gty of

Phi | adel phia has allowed us to earn
the reputation for being able to
turn policy into action.

When | | ook at the
configuration of the HO ME.
Initiative, | see the nanmes of many
famliar prograns |like Philly
First, Turn the Key, the nationally
recogni zed Eviction Diversion
Program TFA as well as many
others. From a housing counselor's
perspective, this is a well-
desi gned programthat presents
possibilities for many people
comng fromdifferent spectruns of
t he housing journey, renters,
| andl ords, honeowners, prospective
homeowner s, devel opers, et cetera.

One nust recogni ze the

significance of this investnent,
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which is being described as the
30,000 -- which is being ained to
produce 30,000 units in effort, but
In practice has the potential to
meani ngful ly reach a quarter of
Phi | adel phi a' s popul ati on.

| don't nean to use this
nunber in a scary way, but what we
have observed is that for every
person that nmakes it to the finish
line we touch about 20 other people
that will attenpt to access these
progranms. Lastly, | want to
recogni ze that at a tinme when the
federal governnment has elected to
fund sone initiatives for the
I npl ementati on and sustainability
of fair and affordabl e housing, the
Gty of Philadel phia has once again
decided to step up to elaborate a
plan that only sustains the current
needs of the city but catapults
vul nerabl e groups into their

aspirations to access fair,
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sust ai nabl e and attai nabl e housi ng.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

The next panel.

THE CLERK: W have
Naki a Parker, Al ex Balloon, Sue
Jacobson, Nornman Bonk, Shari Hersh
and Lois WIIians.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

Just state your nane for the record
and pl ease begi n your testinony.

M5. JACOBSON: Woul d you
like me to go first?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Sure.

M5, JACOBSON. Good
nor ni ng, everyone. And good
nmor ni ng, Council President and
Counci | menbers. |'m Sue Jacobson

and thank you for the opportunity
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to speak with you today. |'mthe
past Chair, as you know, of the
Chanber of Commerce for G eater

Phi | adel phia. And as you know, the
Chanber represents about 1300

busi nesses and their enpl oyees.

But 1'mhere actually in
a nore personal capacity, as
soneone who started and | built ny
busi ness here in Phil adel phia 15
years ago. | love this city. |
believe in this city and | woul dn't
dream actual |y of building ny
busi ness anywhere el se.

But the truth is | would
not in good conscience want to
convi nce a business to cone here
today. Phil adel phia's tax
structure, as you know it's not
just outdated. It's actively
wor ki ng agai nst our ability to grow
our city, give jobs to our
residents and conpete. O her

cities, if we're being honest, are
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eating our lunch. They're
aggressively attracting jobs,

busi nesses and talent and they are
W nni ng.

| truly believe we are a
world class city, but we're |osing
busi ness at an alarmng rate. Qur
private sector job growh is
falling fast behind our peers and
our exorbitant wage and BI RT taxes,
they're driving away the very
peopl e and conpani es that we need
to stay, grow and invest. W
can't, as we know, afford to kick
t he can down the road.

And so, what | believe
is | really believe this is a wake-
up call for all of us, and for us
the tine really is to act now. In
just over a year, we all know
Phi | adel phia is going to be on the
worl d stage which is awesone, the
250t h anni versary of our nation's

founding, right, and FIFA Wrld
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Cup. They're going to put a gl obal
spotlight on our city. Wat story
do we want to tell. WII we be the
city that seizes the noment? W do
not want to squander it.

Reduci ng t he wage and
BIRT taxes | believe would send a
bol d, cl ear nessage Philadel phia is
open for business, we want you.

And this is not just about
economcs. It's really about
equity. The wage tax hits worKking
Phi | adel phi ans hardest. It takes
noney out of their pockets and it
limts opportunity in the very
comunities we say we want to
uplift.

So your residents, you
all know this, they are |eaving our
city. By making real, neaningful
reductions, we give every
Phi | adel phian a raise. W unlock
growt h, we build the foundation for

a nore inclusive econony and we
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start telling a different story,
one of conpetitiveness, progress
and of being bol d.

So the decisions you all
make on this budget | believe is
going to shape our city's
trajectory for generations. This
is your nonent to choose bold
reformwhich you know. And | want
to say that all of us, the Chanber,
our nenbers and partners across the
city, we stand ready to work with
you. | hope you know that. So if
it's all right, let's do this
together. Let's build a city where
peopl e don't just survive but where
we really thrive. So thank you so
much, Council President,
Counci | renbers, for allowing ne to
speak with you today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT

Page 84

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

JOHNSON: Pl ease state your nane
for the record and pl ease begin.

M5. HERSH: M nane is
Shari Hersh and |I'm a founder and
Co-director of Trash Acadeny, and
we are part of the C ean
Phi | adel phia Now Coalition to end
illegal dunping by 2028. | live in
19130. M Council person is Jeffrey
Young, and | especially want to
t hank Counci | mrenber Ant hony
Phillips for his support for our
sol utions-driven canpaign to end
i1l egal dunping.

W enbrace the C ean and
Green Initiative and we're happy to
see and we support their pilot
programw th |idded receptacles and
nmechani cal pickup. W see that in
the '26 budget. It supports the
safety of sanitation workers and
can reduce residential dunping and
fugitive trash.

But with over 40, 000
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vacant |ots and 3000 m | es of
streets in Philadel phia, cleaning
is not a cost-effective way to end
dunpi ng. d eaning does not end
dunpi ng but actually provides city-
sponsored dunp sites, free dunp
sites. Qur analysis of the FY26
budget identifies only 4% of the

Cl ean and Green budget dedicated to
preventi ng dunpi ng.

So | just want to give
you an exanpl e of construction and
denolition waste and how sol utions
could show up in the budget. |
want to show you 9th and Ontario.
This has been a dunp site for 20
years. | was out there a few weeks
ago and there was a huge dunp, and
| was out a week later and there
was a different dunp. So 20 years
that dunp site, and there's been a
Bl ock captain and Ward | eader
tirelessly trying to get it cl eaned

up and addressed. W call it a
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mllion dollar block. It's one of
the countless mllion dollar blocks
across the city.

In the illegal dunping
i n Pennsyl vani a, a Decade of
Di scovery study published in 2014,
it's old, the cost of cleaning one
ton of dunp material was $619.
That's 2014. Those are the | ast
reliable figures we have. | hope
that Carlton WIlianms has new
figures for you at.

If 9th and Ontario was
cl eaned up just once a nonth at
that rate, the 2014 rate, not the
rate we're paying now, that would
be 247,600 for a single site. And
we know there are sites all over
Philly. If it was cleaned up once
a week for 20 years, that would be
643, 760, but they're actually
cleaning the site nore frequently.

So we say the city needs

to, in the breakdown of the Cd ean
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and Green budget, have a hi gher
all ocation for prevention and
education. In San Francisco, one
of the nost successful --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease get ready and wap
it up, nma'am

M5. HERSH: -- waste
managenment progranms in the country.
They achi eved it through the
creation of a recycling programfor
C&D waste and bi-yearly door-to-
door education outreach program
Qur conveni ence centers could
evolve into this kind of success.
They coul d be open to small haul ers
for a fee. W could manage snal |
| oads of C&D waste and we coul d
radi cal ly change the anount of
i1l egal dunping, freeing up funding
for greening and other positive
prograns. The only way to reduce
the cost and burden of dunping

overall --
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, ma'am You
have to get ready and wap it up.

M5. HERSH: -- woul d be
to invest in preventative neasures.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
Appreci ate your testinmony. And
al so, the District Attorney
recei ved additional funding from
the Mayor to create an Il 1l ega
Dunpi ng Task Force to actually
prosecute those who illegally dunp
in the city of Phil adel phia as
wel | .

M5. HERSH: And that is
crimnal --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes, it definitely is
crimnal, ma'am You're right
about that. But thank you very
much for your testinony. Thank
you, nmm'am

Pl ease begin, ma' am
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MS. WLLIAMS: My nane
is Lois Wllians and I'malso with
Trash Acadeny. | live in the
Fairhill section of Philly, 19140
zip code. Quetcy Lozada is ny
Di strict Council person. |I'mhere
to tal k about | egacy dunp sites.
These are sites that are dunped on
again and again. These sites have
been actively dunped on for 10 to
40 years.

There are two such sites
around the corner fromne. One is
at 4th and Westnorel and ri ght next
to a day care and an elenentary
school. W have been cl eaning
t hese sites for many years and
we're tired of it. People in
Chestnut Hi Il don't have to go
through this. Wat we need to see
is prevention and enforcenment. Wth
this, we can stop dunping.

| commend the Mayor for

her C ean and G een program but
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cleaning is not enough. W need to
j udge progress by how many

bl ocks -- we need to judge progress
by not how many bl ocks were cl ean,
but how | ong they stay clean. |
appreciate the right kind of help
whi ch i s cl eaning, prevention and
enf or cenent.

| want to see nore of
t he budget going to prevention and
enforcenent. W can nake this
happen by 2028. Let's get together
and work together and let's get
this done. Ckay.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Go ahead, sir. State
your nane for the record and pl ease
begi n.

MR. BONK:  Good norni ng.
My nanme is Nornman Bonk. [|'m not
the director or CEO of anything.

I["mjust a guy. So thanks for
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listening to ne --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Just a guy is very
power ful so.

MR, BONK:  Thank you.
I"mhere to tal k about Mural Arts.
And | have participated in the
Mural Arts programnms for about five
years. Al right. I'mgoing to
read this fast. They tell ne |
only got two m nutes.

| spent the | ast week
considering carefully what | would
say to you about Mural Arts. Most
inportantly to ne, | prayed about
it. You already know the mracles
and transformations that occur in
the human lives that Mural Arts
touches. To add to that woul d be
thankfully 1 think preaching to the
choir.

VWhat | want to talk to
you about is noney, nobney, noney,

nmoney, noney. The reason you
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shoul d grant Mural Arts the noney
they' re asking for is because Miral
Arts is literally the best

I nvestmnent you'll ever make. For
every dollar you give them your
return on your investnent will be
even better than any insider
training could produce. And Miral
Arts operates on the |evel.

They touch every
denographi c i n Phil adel phia, the
rich, the poor, nen, wonen, every
race, every age, every aptitude,
every soul. There's a Mural Arts
mural in West Philly that | wal k by
nearly every day for years. It
read, it's a quote by Ni kKki
G ovanni, it read, "I wll not deny
my strength, though its source is
not choice but responsibility."

It took nme nmany years to
internalize this, but I nowlive
it. Amnural did this. A nural

hel ped nme to finally grow up. City
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Counci | renbers, you're sitting on a
gold mne. |If | were you, the
first organization that | would
call when a pattern social problem
arises is Mural Arts. They w |
find a way. They will have the
hum lity and respect to ask the
target popul ati on what they need,
and they, with their unprecedented
expertise, wll find a whol esone
way to neet these needs to enpower

people to get where they want to

go.

When Mural Arts devel ops
such a program fund it. It's the
best noney you'll ever spend.

Mural Arts has found a way to neke
lightning in a bottle. Get you
sone. | want to say lastly thank
you for your respect. Thank you
for your thoughtful ness. Thank you
for your vigor. Thank you for your
brotherly and sisterly | ove and

t hank you for the courage to be
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you. That's it. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Jacquel ine Hunter, Carrie Rathmann,
Mchelle Kerr Walter, Jacob
Zychi ck, Robert Harris and Janeel e
Mtchell. You can make your way to
t he podi um

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Hello. How you doi ng.
Just state your nane for the record
and pl ease begin your testinony.

M5. HUNTER: Good
nmorning. My nanme is Jacqueline
Hunter. | reside in the 4th
Councilmanic District that is awash
with illegal dunping from occupied
multi-famly units to abandoned,
fail ed business sites. | have

aligned nyself with the ains and
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obj ectives of the Trash Acadeny and
the elimnation -- excuse ne, of
il legal dunping in our city.

| agree with Maurice
Sanpson's assertion that this is
very doable should we decide it's
what we want to happen. Looking at
t he proposed FY2026, budget, |
don't believe we have decided. To
realize this goal, we've got to
pl ace concentrated enphasis and a
| ot nore noney on the education
conponent of prevention. Abatenent
IS an exercise in futility.

Requi re dunpers to
participate in re-education
sessions and in addition to fines.
Rei nstate civics classes in our
public and private schools. A
child will lead them On the eve
of the Sem quincentennial, let's
practice the paraphrased adage of
one of our founding fathers,

Treat ment without prevention is
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unsust ai nabl e. The greatest
prevention tool is education.

W invite the citizens
of Phil adel phia to join us at
trashacadeny.org. W need you.
Tell our Mayor that we demand
sustainability in Philadel phia's
FY2026 budget. And | woul d j ust
like to say to Council person Jones,
if he is listening, there is a
horri bl e sight down the street from
Hest on School and across fromthe
recreation center there at
Conest oga and Lansdowne Avenue.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, ma' am

Janeel e, thank you for
the work that you do on behal f of
District Council 47. 1t's good to
see you today representing the
wor kers. State your nane

officially for the record and

Page 97

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

pl ease begi n your testinony.

MR. HARRI'S: Thanks.

' m Robert by the way. Janeele is
going to be speaking later, but
thank you. M nane is Robert
Harris. |1'mthe Vice-president and
Legislative Director for AFSCME
District Council 47. Good norning.
Qur nenbers are here today to
advocate for the full funding and
staffing of civil services. As
stated in the Mayor's proposed
budget, "The City's budget faces
twin constraints of a high denmand
of services and a relatively weak
tax base with which to support

t hose services."”

The pl anned i ncrenent al
cutting of the business tax may
further exasperate these
constraints at a tinme when we need
to prepare for a decline in federal
fundi ng. Looki ng ahead, federal

tax cuts that benefit billionaires
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over working class peopl e pose a
distinct risk to state and | ocal
budgets. Wth that understanding
inmnd, it is inperative to fil
| ongst andi ng vacancies in our
city's civil service positions, as
grant funded suppl enent and pl ugs
to city services, which are often
staffed by exenpt enpl oyees, nay
suffer cuts first due to the |ack
of funding fromfederal governnent.

Filling vacanci es of
civil service positions create
strong union jobs staffed by
Phi | adel phi ans with opportunities
for advancenent and sustai nabl e
pensions. H gh vacancies in our
city services is asking us to do
nore with less, often leading to
i ssues of safety concerns and
burnout for our enployees.

We nmust continue to
fully fund and focus on fully

staffing our civil service
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positions to ensure that the Gty
can keep up with the grow ng need
of services for taxpayers.
Currently, departnents that suffer
hi gh vacancy rates include
libraries at a 9% vacancy, L& at a
14% vacancy, Property Assessnent at
a 20% vacancy, Water at a 22%
vacancy, DHS at a 23% vacancy, and
Parks & Recs at a 32% vacancy rate
with a budgeted increase of only 20
enpl oyees.

We are expandi ng upon a
fractured infrastructure and these
| ofty goals -- these are lofty
goal s consi dering the small
i ncrenental gains we've had in
hiring in recent years. The Gty's
budget should also to continue to
support cultural institutions,
whi ch create tourismand enrich the
i ves of Phil adel phi ans by standi ng
with workers in the nmany nuseuns,

i ncl udi ng the Phil adel phia Miseum
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of Art, our parks, our libraries
and the Phil adel phia Zoo which we
represent.

D.C. 47 has seen an
i nsurgence of organi zi ng of
cultural workers, as they too fight
against the cuts in funding to
nonprofits. These workers often
have advanced degrees in
speci ali zed areas that are required
to fulfill these positions. And
yet they are paid | ower salaries
than their counterparts in other
regi ons or conparabl e regi ons and
based on the sizes of their
institutions.

We need to fight for
these workers to operate our
cultural institutions well. Yet
they are not maki ng enough noney to
live within our city. W ask that
you stand with these workers and
your allocations of funds to these

cultural spaces. | also urge
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Council to continue to hold the

| eader shi ps of our eds and neds,
hol ding their feet to the fire, and
to support workers in these
institutions through the many
attacks that they will continue to
see fromthe federal governnent.
Push these institutions |ike UPenn
to make sustainable investnents in
their surroundi ng communities and
i n Phil adel phia as a whol e.

The budget is a
reflection of values, priorities
and choices. W ask for you to
make the choice to prioritize city
servi ces by val uing the workers
t hat make Phil adel phi a happen.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, M. Harris.

M5. M TCHELL: Good
nmor ni ng, everyone. Can you hear
me?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Yes.

M5. M TCHELL: Good
norni ng, everyone. M/ nane is
Janeele Mtchell. Currently I'ma
staff rep for 2186 and a workpl ace
vi ol ence prevention coordi nator for
District Council 47. But formally
I"ma Recreation Leader 3 with
Phi | adel phi a Parks and Recreati on.
So | cone today because of ny
current role. | have the privilege
of engaging regularly with many of
our dedi cated individuals who work
tirelessly to keep the city
runni ng.

| can say w thout
hesitation that the enpl oyees of
the Gty of Philadel phia are deeply
passi onate about their work. Tine
and again they go above and beyond
to serve the departnents and the
residents of our city. However,
despite their unwavering comm t nent

many of these workers are facing

Page 103

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

burnout, exhaustion and a sense of
bei ng over whel ned.

Sone enpl oyees are
spendi ng their own personal funds
to supply their worksites.
Previously as a recreation |eader,
| had to use advisory funds and at
times my own wallet and at tines
trade with other rec |eaders to
secure supplies that are usually
funded by the departnent. |'ve
even traded paper towels for trash
bags.

One of the librarians
recently told ne that she had to
use funds to do the sane thing, get
trash bags. Usually typically our
site-specific funds such as
advi sory board funds are typically
used for trips, buses and
progranm ng, sonetines for fee
teachers. But that's only if a
site can actually afford it.

Many enpl oyees wor ki ng
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I n our departnents, they are
chronically overstaffed. This
often results in workers being
unable to take tinme off needed, in
sonme cases forced to work in unsafe
and unsanitary environnents with
m ni mal security neasures |ike work
spaces wi thout surveill ance
caneras. These conditions are not
only draining but increase the risk
of wor kpl ace vi ol ence.

Sonme of the things
i ncreased funding could help with
is hiring and retaining enough
qualified staff to neet operational
needs, installing and maintai ni ng
security systens including
surveill ance caneras and ensuring
functional phone |ines, providing
essenti al supplies and equi pnent to
nmeet the work expectations and
ensuring tinely repairs to
bui | di ngs, worksites and vehi cl es.

We cannot expect
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excell ence froma workforce that is
over ext ended and under support ed.
I nvesting in our enployees is not
just a noral obligation. It is
essential for the efficient and
effective functioning of our city.
When we take care of our enpl oyees,
we're in turn better equipped to
serve the residents of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Janeel e.

DR, TSOQU: Good nor ni ng.
Dr. Walter Tsou. [|'mthe former
Heal t h Comm ssi oner for
Phi | adel phia. M budget request is
to actually strengthen our funding
for public health and ask the
adm ni stration to support a new
head for the Departnent of
Behavi oral Health and Intell ectual
Disability Services. It's been

over a year since we have not had a
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| eader for DBHI DS and at a tine
when there's an enornous anount of
stress and burden on nental health
services in our city.

Even worse, the proposed
federal budget Medicaid cuts are
likely to directly inpact nental
heal th services, which would put a
huge hole in the city budget. Wo
wi Il be leading the nental health
servi ces through these choppy
waters? We need to know.

The Public Health
Departnent is always the ugly
stepsister of city governnent. It
is often not a priority for
fundi ng, even though health care is
enor nously expensive and prevention
under appreci ated. During COVID and
t he next pandem c that would
certainly cone, many of the key
essentials |ike inmmnizations,
contact tracing, PPE and health

education had to be contracted out.
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These services should be inhouse
and part of the Health Departnent.

Di sease surveill ance,
heal th i nspections and district
health centers are really year-
round operations. Unfortunately,
nost of the Health Departnent
budget comes fromthe federal
governnent directly or indirectly,
whi ch makes it particularly
vul nerable to the projected federal
cut backs.

Prudence woul d dictate
that we need to have funds
avail able to protect these vital
j obs that keep our city healthy. |
would like to offer a different
take on viol ence that has pl agued
our city for decades. Mich has
been made of the reductions in
crime that we've seen in the past
few years. That reduction has been
appl auded, if not fully understood.

| attribute nmuch of this
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to the Biden adm nistration's w de
decision to retain and enhance the
safety net during the pandem c,

whi ch has led to | ess financial
stress, and wait for it, less
anger. Before guns, angry people
woul d punch peopl e but today they
shoot them

Now, ny prediction is
that the proposed Trunp cutbacks in
Medi caid, food and nutrition and so
on are going to lead to nuch nore
financial stress and, yes, anger.
And what do angry people do? They
take it out on others. So be
prepared for a rise in gun
vi ol ence, which wll inpact our
busi ness comunity.

The solution is not to
have nore police. It is to maybe
havi ng nore comrunity public health
wor kers, the sanme people who coul d
do di sease surveillance, health

educati on, contact tracing during
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pandem cs, could be doi ng hone
visits, followup on m ssed
I mruni zati ons, doi ng baby checks,
home safety inspections, including
whet her they have safe for gun
storage or fire alarnms, et cetera.
I n other words, people who would
not invite police into their hones
are nore likely to invite health
wor kers whose goal is to do a
heal th check upon their |oved ones.

The val ue of community
heal t h wor kers has been shown
repeatedly in the public health
literature. And yet nost
governnents have failed to
recogni ze the inportant rol e that
hiring people who are from
Phi | adel phi a nei ghbor hoods who | ook
after their own nei ghbors could be
t he nost cost-effective person in
city governnent.

| want to plant the seed

about a smarter way of approaching
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both health and stress in our city
that will set us apart fromthe
| oomi ng violence that will be
comng to Anerica and to make our
city truly one of Brotherly Love
and Sisterly Affection. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

MR, ZYCHI CK: Hi. Jacob
Zychi ck. Thank you, Counci
Presi dent Johnson, the entire
Phi | adel phia Gty Council for the
opportunity to speak today. M
name i s Jacob Zychick and I'mthe
Comruni ty Advocacy Director with
the Anmerican Heart Associ ation.
Heart disease is the |eading cause
of death in Phil adel phia, |eading
to the | oss of over 4000 |ives each
year.

Hypertensi on and
unhealthy diet are two contributing

factors to heart di sease, and that
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Is why we are commtted to work

wi th Phil adel phia Gty Council to

renmove barriers and expand access

to evidence-based strategi es that

address both. Far too many

Phi | adel phi ans | ack access to

heal thy foods. Wile food

i nsecurity has actually increased

over the past three years, there's

nearly 1 mllion Phil adel phi ans

that live in an area of an

over abundance of unheal thy foods.
According to a report

publ i shed by Feeding Anerica, nore

than 30% of children in our city

are food insecure. Nutrition

incentives |like Philly food bucks

support a triple bottomline,

hel ping famlies bring hone nore

nutritious foods, supporting

Pennsyl vani a farners and keepi ng

nore food dollars in our

communities. Nutrition incentives

enpower famlies to purchase
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heal t hi er food options by naking
produce nore affordable.

We'd Iike to thank
Counci | mrenber Ahmad and others in
City Council for really chanpioning
the inportance of Philly food bucks
in the Fiscal Year '26 operating
budget. We'd also like to thank
Counci | President Johnson for
establishing the Nutrition and
Hunger Task Force to truly address
this in the short and | ong term and
we are excited to participate in
that task force

In addition, nearly 1 in
3 adults in Philadel phia are
affected by hypertension. Self-
noni t ored bl ood pressure machi nes
in the home and office are endorsed
by several national and
i nternational organizations. Sadly
and unfortunately, there are too
many barriers to inplenment SMBP,

i ncl udi ng out - of - pocket costs, |ack
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of reinmbursenment for devices for
providers and a | ack of insurance
coverage for devices.

We truly believe that we
need to | ook forward to addressing
and i nproving access to SMBP, self-
noni t or bl ood pressure nmachines, to
truly address hypertension noving
forward. Once again we'd like to
t hank you for the opportunity to
testify today on the inportance of
funding Philly food bucks and
| ooki ng towards the future to
address hypertension in our city.
Thank you and have a great day.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

M5. KERR- SPRY: (Good
norni ng, everyone. M/ nane is
Mchelle Kerr-Spry. |'mthe
Program Director for Mdthers in
Charge, which was founded 22 years
ago by Dr. Dorothy Johnson- Speight.
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Thank you, Honorabl e President and
menbers of Council, for allow ng ne
to speak today.

The ask is sinple.

W' re asking for greater investnent
in violence prevention

organi zations. For 22 years,

Mot hers in Charge has provi ded
consistent culturally-appropriate
services for famlies that have
been crippled by hom cide. W

of fer grief support, grief support
for siblings and the younger
kinfolk of the slain that are often
the forgotten nourners.

W have anger nanagenent
prograns because grief and trauma
may show up as anger, which is
m sinterpreted by many. W have
been able to provide re-entry
services to keep our fornerly
I ncar cer ated nei ghbors and famly
menbers hone. Thank you for your

i nvestnment in the CEG program
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whi ch al l owed us to expand our
reach to reach nore young people
t hat have been inpacted by trauma.

Artivismis one of those
prograns. W have been provided
artivism For now goi ng on three
years. |It's a trauma-inforned art
program t hat hel ps young peopl e not
only to identify their trauma, not
normalize it but use their voices
to create a new tonorrow through
t he devel opnent of a superhero to
save thensel ves and their
conmuni ti es.

W' ve al so been able to
use those funds to inplement an MC
village in Murrell Dobbins High
School , where we've been integral
into conflict resolutions for the
student body through an art-based
program Qur programs in totality
I npact the whole famly. Healing
in our adults creates a mrror for

our youth to beconme good nei ghbors
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and friends. The investnent in

vi ol ence prevention needs to neet
the I evel of need. And given that
viol ence is the | anguage of the
traumati zed, the need is great.

W thank you for hearing
us today. W thank you for your
previ ous investnent in trauma and
vi ol ence prevention opportunities.
And Mot hers in Charge hopes to
continue our work. Even while the
dol I ars have not been available to
us, the work has continued. And we
hope to continue for many years in
the future until hom cides are
eradi cated fromour beautiful Gty
of Brotherly Love and sisterly
Affection. | thank you for your
time today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you and thank you
for your hard work.

THE CLERK: Eliza
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Wal nsl ey, Daniel Wl sh, Christopher
Snyder, M Mankl ang, Brett Bessler
and Leonard Redd.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

MR, BESSLER: Just so
you know, Chris Snyder is not here.

MR. WALSH: Good

nor ni ng, Council President. Good

norning, Gty Council. M nane is
Dan Wal sh. I"'ma D.C. 47 Local
2186 menber. | am also a steward

for the Parks and Recreation
Departnment. | amcurrently a Parks
& Rec enployee. | have been a
Par ks and Recreation enpl oyee for
over 26 years. | have worked in a
variety of neighborhoods, Port
Ri chnond, Tacony, Frankford,
Fi sht own, Kensi ngton and
Har r owgat e.

| feel safety of Parks &
Rec facilities for staff and

participants has increasingly
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becone chal | engi ng. There have been
an increase of incidents in and
around Parks & Rec facilities. For
exanpl e, shootings, the threat of
vi ol ence towards staff and
partici pants and actual workpl ace
viol ence towards staff. The
aftermath of such incidents |eads
to a decrease in noral e, added
stress and trauma for those
I npacted, sonething | have
experi enced nysel f.

The | ack of staff and
retention of staff plays a
significant role in these workpl ace
and safety incidents. Far too many
centers were facing understaffing
and the City relies too heavily on
seasonal staff to fill in the many
gaps in the system By having a
fully-funded Parks & Rec Departnent
and working with the union to
protect our nenbers, we can address

these issues with full funding.
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We coul d have nuni ci pa
guards at Parks & Rec facilities to
provi de safety and handl e any
potential incidents that may ari se.
The Phil adel phia |ibrary departnent
already has this in place. This
addi ti on of nunicipal guards woul d
be beneficial to the Parks & Rec
departnent, providing |asting union
j obs to Phil adel phi ans and securi ng
| ong-term solutions to safety
concerns onsite.

It would free up staff
fromacting in a security capacity
and allow us to focus nore on
programm ng. Having a fully-funded
and fully-staffed Parks & Rec
Departnent would allow us to extend
the possibility of additional hours
and provide nore progranmm ng for
the community, such as our tot and
yout h popul ations. Having a fully-
funded staff and departnent and

wor king with the union to protect
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our menbers woul d be beneficial to
everyone involved in the Parks &
Rec community. Thank you, Council,
for providing the opportunity to
speak.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

MR. BESSLER Al right.
What's up, goofballs. Good
morning. My nanme is Brett Bessler.
I'"mthe Vice-president and
Busi ness Agent --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Bessler, you said
what's up who? Say it again.

MR, BESSLER  Goof bal | s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Who's the goofball?

MR, BESSLER We're al
goof bal | s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Nah, | ain't no goofball.

But go ahead.
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MR, BESSLER  That's
what | say. Good norning. M nane
is Brett Bessler. |'mthe Vice-
Presi dent, Busi ness Agent, proud
menber of AFSCME District Council
47 Local 2186 representing Cty of
Phi | adel phia workers. If you
support union nunicipal workers in
this room let ne get a hell yeah.
There you go.

Year after year we cone
to these departnental budget
hearings and |isten to Council and
depart nment heads discuss the
expansi on of services. Prine
exanpl e this year canme when Free
Li brary of Phil adel phia's Director
Kelly Ri chards spoke on the
expansi on of FLP services to seven
days a week within the next few
years.

Qur nmenbers in the Free
Li brary of Philadel phia can't even

get trash bags, trash bags. Do you
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really think we'll be able to

achi eve what we envision in this
budget when we can't even get trash
bags? Miltiple tines this year |
heard Counci | nenbers say t hat
“"they'd spare no expense when it
cones to the city's youth." Have
muni ci pal guards been added to the
budget this year in PPR to help
create a safer environment at our
recreation centers? No.

Last year we tal ked
about bringing in nore park rangers
to protect one of the |argest urban
park systens in the entire world.
Last year we were budgeted 23
rangers. This year we have 25, an
addition of two rangers. |Is this
what sparing no expense | ooks |ike?

What about in the
Phi | adel phi a prison systenf? Over
the years we have seen a steep
decline in budgeted positions for

the RTS unit, which includes our
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city social workers. These workers
provi de social services |ike the
Options programto help our

I ncar cerated popul ati on get the
services they need to cone hone and
be productive nmenbers of society.
Thi s program has been in existence
for 35 years and is hailed as the
gol d standard by the courts.

Yet for whatever reason
we have divested fromthese proven
servi ces and reduced our services
and contract out to Yes Care.

Years ago Yes Care started with a
budget of 70 mllion which has now
bal | ooned to well over a quarter of
a billion dollars, pushing $300
mllion.

| ncar cer at ed persons
have died on Yes Care's watch and
we continue to provide Yes Care
with mllions and mllions nore
every year. Those individuals

passed away on Yes Care's watch and
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didn't have the opportunity to cone
home and be productive nenbers of
society. They cane hone in a body
bag and Yes Care got a 17%rai se.

|"mnot the first one to
say it and | certainly won't be the
last. Qur fiscal year budget is a
noral docunent. It outlines our
goals and priorities. It is a
snapshot in black and white of the
city that we strive to be. But you
can have all the norals you want.
But at the end of the day, it's how
you stand by them W want to
provi de high-quality consi stent
services that benefit the residents
of city of Phil adel phia, but that
wi Il not happen if we continuously
stretch thin the workforce that
makes this city run.

We can operate as a
wel | -oil ed machine but only if this
Counci| body stands by its norals

and hol ds these departnents
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accountabl e to ensure they spend
the noney that you all give them
An investnent in our nmenbership is
an i nvestnent in Phil adel phi ans.
Toget her we can transformthe City
of Phil adel phia into being the
prem er enployer in this city,

of f eri ng Phi |l adel phi ans uni on-
represented jobs with decent wages,
benefits and a pension. W're here
not only to stand by our norals in
District Council 47 but fight tooth
and nail to defend them and we hope
you wi ||l be too.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

This goes out to the goofballs.

THE CLERK: |If we could
al so have El owyn Porby, Leah
Shepperd, Oneed Firouzi and Adi sa
Julian conme to the podium

(Wtnesses approached

Wtness table.)
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MB. MANKLANG Hi, City
Council President and City
Counci | renbers. M nane is M
Mankl ang from District 6 in
Frankford. |'m here today on
behal f of the Phil adel phia
Cooperative Lions and the U S
Federati on of Wrker Cooperatives.

Through the work that |
do | have a frontline seat every
single day to the needs and the
successes of our small businesses
that are forned as co-ops. These
are busi nesses that are owned by
their nmenbers and in their nature
they benefit the community around
them They benefit Phil adel phia.
Menbers can be individuals who get
access to fresh food at Waver's
Way Bank, at the Phil adel phia
Federal Credit Union or workers who
start busi nesses together so they
could carve their own path and

benefit fromthe value they create.
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Co-ops build nore
resilient workplaces that are
anchored here in this city and
build wealth for our famlies.
Co-ops like Child Space that has
not only cared for our children,
but has been a | eader in the child
care field for decades, and
| i kewi se Hone Care Associ at es,
whi ch has been a | eader and hi gh
road enployer in a field racked
with exploitation and insufficient
resources, these co-ops have served
our community and this is the kind
of business that we need nore of
here in the city.

In the FY26 budget,
we're asking Cty Council to
include a $1.3 mllion grant fund
to stimulate Phil adel phia's co-op
econony over the next two to three
years. 1 mllion to fund co-ops
directly and 300k to provide pro

bono techni cal assistance to nake
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sure that those funds are well -
utilized. This strategy is nodel ed
after proven successes that we see
across the country, especially in
Madi son, W sconsin, which doubl ed
their anount of co-ops through this
program

Co- ops face the uphil
battl e because there's still a
| earni ng curve on how t he business
nodel works. So we're continually
| ogged out of funding and resources
and opportunities that other
busi nesses have, and that's only
shrinking with the federa
envi ronnment right now And the
| oss of the BIRT exenption is going
to hurt our co-ops even nore.
We're facing al nost 10, 000
busi nesses just in Phil adel phia
County that are up for close or
sale in the com ng years because of
agi ng busi ness ownership, and we

want to nmake sure those jobs get
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saved and they stay in the
conmuni ty.

W' re heartened that
Cty Council declared the Year of
the Co-ops earlier this year.
Thank you so nmuch for that
recognition. And now, we ask you
to put that resolution into action,
continuing to |l ead the country and
grow ng the |l ocal co-op econony.
PACA and the Federation join the
alliance for just Philadelphia in
fighting for people's budget. No
tax cuts, investing in essential
city services and in the co-op
busi nesses that ensure our
communities are front and center.
Thank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
Good afternoon. Good afternoon.

Thank you to our Council President.
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Before | get started, | want to
give a shout-out to nmy Council
representative, Councilwoman C ndy
Bass and her office. The

conmuni cati on between us has been
great .

Today | sit here as a
representative Clean Philly Now and
the Trash Acadeny, and | am aski ng
Cty Council when we | ook into this
budget for 2026 is that we have
nore bal ance in how that noney is
spent. W spend, according to the
nunbers | | ooked at about, 23
mllion for abatenent, but very
little on prevention and nore
I nportantly, enforcenent.

Enf orcenent has to be a
part of this Cean and G een
initiative that the Mayor is
proposing for this city because
wi thout it --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Just a point of
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information. You know t he Mayor
just gave the District Attorney a
significant anount of dollars and
mllions to create the Illega
Dunpi ng Task Force to prosecute
those folks who are illegally
dunping. | don't knowif this
information is w dely known, but
that is part of a strategy around
Cl ean and G een. Just wanted to add
that to the context of your
conversati on.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
No, | amaware of that. But ny
aspect of that is when it cones to
enforcenment, it's not strictly |aw
enforcenent type enforcenent. Wen
we have enforcenent of these
particular things, it's like wwth a
child. You teach a child sonething
and if they don't do it, if you
don't teach them then there's no
enforcenent. But when you share

that information with them they're
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going to do one or two things.

They're going to get --
you're going to get tired of doing
it and they're going to start doing
it. Enforcenment is stopping people
fromdoing this illegal dunping so
t hat they, because of that,
enforcenent, have an effort of
wor ki ng towards nmaking it easier
for the city to use funds ot her
pl aces because they know t hat
illegal dunping has a price. So
all 1'"masking for the budget is
nore noney towards enforcenent and
we can take sonme of that -- you'l
actually have | ess spending in
abat ement because the enforcenent
will pick up. And I thank you al
for your tinme today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, sir.

M5. WALMSLEY: Hell o.

My nane is Eliza Wal nsl ey and |
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proudly live in District 2. Thank
you, Council President Johnson, and
t hank you Council nenbers. |I'm
urging you all today to increase
your budget to Mural Arts to 5.2
mllion.

When | noved to
Phi | adel phia in 2016, what
attracted me to the city is its
vi brant art scene and specifically
the city's investnent in public
art. For nme art is the fabric of
our city that brings every corner
of this wonderful city together.
The nural s brought ne here, but
their prograns keep ne here. Let
me say that again. The nurals
brought ne here, but the prograns
keep ne here.

What | have since
| ear ned since being a donor and
vol unteer to Mural Arts
Phi | adel phia is that they are far

nore than nmurals. Though vitally
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i nportant | mght argue to nmaking a
cl eaner and greener Phil adel phi a,
they build individuals and
communities up. It isn't just
about art. It's about enpowernent.

So when you fully invest
in Mural Arts, you are saying yes
to 2600 Phil adel phia students who
can participate in art education
prograns annually. You're saying
yes to supporting our fornerly
I ncarcerated residents that have a
right to work and contribute to our
city's success. Yes to the over 10
Cty of phil adel phia partnerships
that Mural Arts collaborates with
you all on each year. You are also
sayi ng yes to econom c devel opnent
and tourismfor our great city and
yes to fostering community
connections one nei ghborhood at a
tinme.

Look, I knowit's

fraught. | know you have many
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pressing i ssues that we have heard
today facing our great city, but
you' ve got to invest in alternative
organi zations and solutions I|ike
Mural Arts. | personally cannot
think of a better use of funds to
beautify, inspire and enpower
Phi | adel phia. Please increase the
budget for Mural Arts to 5.2
mllion. Thank you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

M5. SHEPPERD: Hell o.
My nanme is Leah Shepperd. I'ma
not her, an active voter, a
honmeowner |iving in the Kensington
section of Philadelphia. | amhere
on behal f of Alliance for a Just
Phi | adel phia to demand a people's
budget. Qur city budget nust
i nvest in public services that keep
comuni ties safe and thriving,

especially our marginalized
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comunities nost affected by
federal Medicaid and SNAP cuts as
wel | as those nost targeted by |ICE

In short, we need safe
and equitabl e work opportunities,
saf e affordabl e housing and we need
to protect and support our
i mmgrant communities. In order to
do this, we need a city budget that
stops giving tax breaks to big
busi nesses and i ncreases the
funds -- oh, sorry, excuse ne,
stops giving tax breaks to big
busi nesses, inplenents a wealth tax
for the ultra wealthy and increases
the funds for public health efforts
rat her than increasing police
f undi ng.

Most inportantly, we
need these efforts infornmed by
reliabl e data based on evi dence-
backed research. One way to reduce
police funding is to stop funding

Wel | ness courts and forced recovery
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prograns. Evi dence-backed research
shows forced recovery prograns do
not work. They are not effective
and | ead to higher rates of
overdose. W need a people's
budget rooted in comrunity care and
har m reducti on rather than
crimnalization if we truly want to
end Phil adel phia's crisis with
housi ng and substance use di sorder.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

M5. SHEPPERD: And since
| have a little bit of time left --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Sure.

MS. SHEPPERD: | was not
yellow yet. Just a little data to
back up the police funding debate,
there's sone graphs on the
Phi | adel phia Controller site shows
data from 2006 to 2013 conpari ng

police funding to hom cide rates,
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and that shows the police funding
is relatively stable. Hom cide
rates fluctuate up and down
multiple tinmes. And then from 2014
to 2020 it shows both the police
fundi ng and homi cide rates steadily
I ncrease.

So | can't say exactly
what is causing this, but what it
does nmake clear is that there are
ot her factors contributing to the
rise and fall of hom cide other
than police efforts. So it's a
littl e added. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

Excuse nme. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So |
have a question. \Wat is the
average rel apse rate of these
traditional prograns that provide
t hese services? Wiat is the

average annual recovery tinme and
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rel apse rate?

MS. WALNMSLEY:
(I naudi bl e).

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yeah,
thank you. | think that's
inmportant. | once upon a tine
served as a Board nenber of Genesis
2. |1 think it was the ol dest at
the time recovery organization in
Pennsyl vania. And |'Ill never
forget that at a board neeting |
was the Treasurer, signed a | ot of
checks. That was before the
automati c check signing thing, so |
got carpal tunnel doing that.

And | asked the
question. | said, what was the
average relapse rate. And it was
sonething like 97% of the tine,
sonething high like that. And ny
questi on becanme, well, if we were
I n any other industry where 95% of
the times at McDonal d's the burgers

weren't going to work or the cars
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weren't going to work, what would
be the rationale of doing it the
same way over and over again and
shoul dn't we explore different
nmeans to acconplish the goals that
we want. And | never ever got the
answer. So | thought | woul d ask
you.

MS. WALMSLEY: | agree.
| nmean, when we shoul d | ook at
ot her countries too, we should | ook
at other cities, other states to
see what peopl e are doi ng across
the world, what has worked across
the world. Ch, can you hear ne?
Sorry.

And | just want to make
sure | understand what you're
saying. You're saying that there's
a 97%rel apse rate after forced
rehab. Is that what you're saying?

COUNCI LMAN JONES: It
was not necessarily forced. Sone

peopl e wal ked in the door
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voluntarily. But the problemis
it's not whether how you arrive
there. It's the result of whatever
it was we were doing, 97% of the
time people went right back.

And then there was sone
nore conforting things that cane
after that. They said, they wll
keep trying until such time as they
are ready. As nmenber Harrity
al ways tal ks about, it has to cone
fromhere. And so, never having
been addi cted but people -- I'm
only six degrees of separation from
plenty of people in nmy famly that
have gone through recovery. And it
wasn't until the tine that they
| ooked in the mrror and had that
clarifying nonent and sai d enough
I's enough and the rest becane easy.

| "' m questioning how are
institutions that arguably make a
| ot of noney at providing these

services can consistently at 97%
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M. President, |ike we have to
t hi nk about doi ng sonet hi ng
different. And whatever that is
["mopen to it, but | just don't
under stand how we can say the
status quo is okay. This is what |
got. I|I'msorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Menber Jones.

M5. WALMSLEY: Coul d |
share a personal experience with
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Sur e.

M5. WALMSLEY: So | help
care for three other kids that |
did not birth, that are chosen
famly who each of their fathers
di ed of overdoses. They had all
previously were in recovery. They
were all great fathers. You could
tell -- you knew | ooking in their
eyes they loved their kids.

The reality is that

subst ance use disorder is a
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bi ol ogi cal issue. |It's an issue
that is chemcal. 1It's not
sonet hing that we can control with
our mnds. Bit's not sonething that
we have -- it's sonething that
people are really struggling wth.
Addiction is an issue that
people -- it's not a choice people
are making. That's ny point here.
And | want to appl aud
District Attorney Krasner who in
one session suggested and
recogni zed a programthat is being
used in Portugal that is really
effective. It does involve
| egalization. And with that, there
I's nore control over what is being
put into drugs. So with
| egal i zation, this governnent is
able to regulate the drug supply
and make sure that really dangerous
chem cals |i ke what we're seeing
now i n Phil adel phia are not being

put into that drug supply.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: | did
not do that in a adversarial way.
But as a true question that
sonebody who has to nake a deci sion
on this, that it is better that |
open nmy nouth and say what | don't
understand so that you can and
ot hers can educate ne so that | do.

M5. WALMSLEY: Thank you
for that opportunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

These are the last two
and then we will break for |unch.

M5. PORBY: H . M nane
is Elown Porby. | amthe
M dAtl antic Regional Director for
Vote Solar. We are a nonprofit
that works to accelerate a cl ean
energy transition that doesn't
| eave anyone behind. Thank you for
hearing ne at the end of a |ong
norning. |'malso a proud resident

of Point Breeze represented by
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Counci| President Johnson and |I'ma
menber of the Here for Cimte
Justice Coalition.

|"mhere to urge Gty
Council to fully fund the
Phi | adel phia Energy Authority's $10
mllion budget request. | know
other testifiers today are going to
speak to the health and safety, the
econom ¢ and comunity benefits of
conpr ehensi ve hone repairs. These
are nore than enough reason to
invest in Built to Last and its
ongoi ng wor K.

Knowi ng that those
points will be covered, | want to
add an addi tional di nmension which
I's that conprehensive hone repairs
are a key to unlocking an equitable
cl ean energy transition. As solar
energy has inproved and becone nore
af fordabl e and as energy bills have
i ncreased, it's overwhel m ngly

clear that going solar is a snart
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financial investnent for famlies
that are able to nmake the swtch.
Yet for many househol ds, sol ar
installation remains out of reach.
Not because of sol ar panel costs

al one, but because their hones
requi re fundanmental upgrades before
solar can safely and effectively be
i nstall ed.

This creates a
significant barrier to clean energy
adoption in communities that would
benefit fromit the nost. Funding
Built to Last has three major
benefits for the clean energy
transition here in Phil adel phi a:
First, enabling equitable solar
access. Many | ower-incone
househol ds have agi ng el ectri cal
systens, structural issues or
roofi ng problens that nust be
addressed. \Wen retrofit funding
covers these presol ar upgrades, we

expand who can participate in the
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cl ean energy econony.

Second, maxi m zing sol ar
i nvestnents. An energy efficient
home requires a smaller, nore
affordable solar array to neet its
needs. Retrofits effectively
multiply the i npact of every solar
dollar invested. And then third,
creati ng sustainabl e career
pat hways. Building a resilient
cl ean Phil adel phia takes work and
that work can translate to well -
payi ng jobs across the city.

However, these
opportunities can remain
i naccessi bl e without training
prograns |ike PEA's Bright Solar
Future. W thout addressing
fundanmental home infrastructure
needs first -- oh, that's ny tine.
kay. Well, yes, | stand with
communi ties across the city and
ot her menbers of the Here for

Climte Justice Coalition and
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urging you to prioritize this
critical investnent as part of this
year's budget. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch. 2nd
Council manic District, appreciate
your testinony.

Go ahead, sir. Wap it
up for us.

MR, FIROUJZI: Thank you,
Counci | President Johnson and
Counci | renbers. | won't keep you
too long fromlunch. M nane is
Oreed Firouzi and |I'm Professor and
Director of the Tenple Law Low
I ncome Taxpayer Clinic. W serve
| ow-i ncone individuals who have
di sputes with the I'RS, Pennsylvani a
Depart nent of Revenue and
Phi | adel phi a Departnment of Revenue.

And as such, I'mhere to
tal k about the Mayor's proposal to
repeal the $100, 000 exenption from

t he Busi ness I ncone and Recei pts
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Tax. We can't talk about this
t hough wi t hout tal ki ng about the
I ssue of worker m sclassification.
VWhen workers are m sclassified as
i ndependent contractors, their
enpl oyers fail to withhold taxes
whi ch neans that the workers end up
with a higher tax burden and fewer
benefits. This happens in a range
of industries -- bless you,
Counci | menber .

Thi s happens in a range
of industries across the city,
i ncl udi ng anong hone health care
wor kers, staffing workers, school
wor kers and of course peopl e who
work in the gig econony. So there
are thousands of |owincone and
m ddl e-i ncone Phi | adel phi ans who
are affected every year.

So what does this nean
in ternms of this tax? Well, for
the | ast several years, thankfully

t hese workers when they get a 1099
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or are paid in cash and are
m scl assified, at the very | east
they're paying the sane rate of tax
t hat enpl oyees pay, that sane 3.75%
rate roughly for residents, for
exanple. That's the sanme rate that
| as an enpl oyee would pay in terns
of w t hhol di ng.

So that has been
consi stent because of the fact that
there has been an exenption from
t he Busi ness | nconme and Receipts
Tax for the first 100k of gross
profits. So this has allowed these
workers to just pay the sane rate.
Now, of course it's worse for them
because they're paying it
essentially after the fact out of
pocket, but at |east they're paying
t he sane anount.

But if we got rid of
this exenption, this is going to be
an added burden for these folks

because it's not necessarily the
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case that they even have expenses
because they're really enpl oyees,
so it's not like they're going to
be able to cl ai mexpenses to have a
| oner net profits rate. And even
if they wanted to challenge their
m scl assification, there's no clear
and direct way to do so before city
agencies, and a |lot of themare
afraid to challenge their
m scl assi ficati on because of
retaliation. So that |ikely neans
a lot of folks are going to end up
payi ng this Busi ness | ncone and
Recei pts Tax, and that's going to
be anot her adm nistrative barrier
for a population that's already
subject to so many barriers that
prevent them from going further.
So | hope that you will consider
the inpact of this policy.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: No, thank you very nuch.

We're taking everything in
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consi deration. Thank you very
much.

Council will be at ease
until 1:30. Just before you | eave,
at 1:30 we have to go into the
Conmttee of the Wole to vote on
t he appoi ntnents of those who wl|
be appointed to the Center City
District which requires official
busi ness as a quorum Thank you
very nuch. See you at 1:30.

(Lunch recess.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good afternoon, everyone.

(Good afternoon.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good afternoon, everyone.

(Good afternoon.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This is the public
heari ng and the public neeting of
the Commttee of the Wole
regardi ng Resol uti ons Nos. 250403,
250404, 250405, 250406 and 250407.
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I want to thank you all for being
her e.

Ms. Loughead, will you
pl ease call the roll and take
at t endance.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Squill a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present .

THE CLERK:
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Counci | renber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber O Nei l | .

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Present.
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THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Her e.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Present. Thank you. A
quorum of the Conmttee is present
and this hearing is nowcalled to
or der.

Ms. Loughead, will you

pl ease read the titles of the
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resol uti ons.

THE CLERK: Resol ution
No. 250403, appointing Chris Cull om
to the Board of Directors of the
Center City District.

Resol uti on No. 250404,
appointing Allan Donb to the Board
of Directors of the Center City
District.

Resol uti on No. 250405,
appointing JimPearlstein to the
Board of Directors of the Center
City District.

Resol uti on No. 250406,
reappoi nting Carol Watson to the
Board of Directors of the Center
Cty District.

Resol uti on No. 250407,
reappointing Tina Byles Wllians to
the Board of Director of the Center
City District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Ms. Loughead,

and will you please call the first
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panel to testify on the Center Gty
Di strict appointee resol utions.

THE CLERK: Paul Levy
fromthe Center Gty District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: How are you doi ng, Paul.
Just state your nane and title for
the record and pl ease begi n your
testi nony.

MR. LEVY: Thank you
very much. M nane is Paul Levy.
I"m Chair of the Board of the
Center City District and very
pl eased to be here. Let ne
apol ogi ze on behal f of Prema Gupta
the CEQ, who has been in that role
since January. She is out of town
dealing with an ailing parent at
this time so she could not be here.

|"mvery pleased to
testify in favor of the past |isted
resolutions. And in keeping with
the provisions of Bill '727 which

1990 aut hori zed the creation of the
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Center Gty District, I want to
testify in favor of all five

nom nees. Nom nees 3 are

I ndi vi dual s recomended by our
Board of Directors at their
February 2025 neeting to fill
vacant seats. Another 2 are
filling a different set of vacant
seat s.

The two Board nenbers we
have for renewal ternms are Tina
Byles WIllianms and Carol Watson.

W have two seats that are vacated
that will be occupied until

Decenber 2029. Chris Cullomis the
Chief Operating Oficer of Thomas
Jefferson University and Jim

Pearl stein, the CEO of Pearl
Properties. And then one seat that
has been vacated with an expiration
term of Decenber 2028, and that
woul d be proposed to be filled by
Al'l an Domb, CEO of Allan Donb Real

Est at e.
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|'ve attached to ny
testinony brief professional bios
of each of the five new individuals
and renewi ng individuals. Wre
t hese nom nees to be approved, the
Board's conposition woul d be 28%
mnority, 38% wonen with a very
strong m x of commercial, office,
hospitality, retail and cultura
representation. That list of the
remai ni ng Board nenbers is al so
attached. Thank you very nuch for
this opportunity to testify and
"Il take any questions you may
have.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

Any questions or
comments from nenbers of the
Commi tt ee.

Chair recogni zes the
gentl eman fromthe 5th Council manic
District, Council nmenber Jeffrey Jay

Young.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

And good afternoon,

M. Levy. Thanks for being here.
Just a quick question for the
Board. Conposition and makeup of
the Board, is there any
representation fromthis body on
that Board? Does Gty Council have
a seat on that Board?

MR LEVY: Traditionally
there has not been a nenber of City
Council. The approach has al ways
been to have property owners,
busi nesses and representati ves who
then are approved by this body.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. | nean, | ask that because
t hose sane property owners and
busi nesses cone to us, nyself, I'm
sure Council President Johnson and
Counci |l renber Squilla as well, with
i ssues that they have regarding

just overall quality-of-life stuff
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in Center Gty outside of the
things that you all deal with

| nean, |'ve even had
conplaints of property owners about
Center City District, right. And
so. W're just trying to figure
out how we as a body can have a
voi ce, because you are taxing
authority that essentially, you
know, that sone nenbers, you know,
everyone's not going to like it,
right. And you are a taxing
authority and we are essentially
hel d accountable to sone of those
nenbers as well. So | just wanted
to throw that thought out there.

MR, LEVY: Under st ood.
And | would just say we wel cone
free and open communi cati on, which
we have with every nmenber of City
Council. So do not hesitate to
bring any problens to ny attention
or to Prema, and | know you' ve

addr essed several to her. W
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wel cone that conversati on.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch

Thank you,

M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

Are there any ot her
qguestions or comments from nenbers
of the Commttee? |s there any
W tnesses to testify on these
resol uti ons?

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Just a quick question which is
burning for ne. | just want to
make sure that this Board, Paul, if
you coul d speak on it, can talk
about what do they see as part of
their vision, what do they see as
the nost viable strategies for
r epur posi ng vacant office spaces in

Center GCity?
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MR LEVY: Sure. [I'Il
be glad to address that. As you
know, we've been very fortunate,
this body passed a 10-year tax
abat enent back in 1997 and we've
had extraordi nary success as a city
converting nore than 40 maj or
buil dings, 10 mllion square feet,
fromoffice to residential.

One way to put it is
we' ve done the easy buildings in
the last 20 years, and we have the
chal | enge now of a | ot of buildings
that don't lay out easily for
conversion. And so, certainly we
are open to a discussion whet her
there could be, as the Mayor has
proposed, possibly a 20-year
abatenent for certain buildings.

| think we do need sone
new tools for sone of the harder
bui l dings to do so, a very good
track record, but we may need to do

nmore as we nove forward and we'd be
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glad to share the recommendati ons
that we've given to the
Adm nistration in that regard.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Quickly, is residential the only
option just out of curiosity or is
there anything else for
entertai nnent purposes or comunity
pur poses, whatever that --

MR LEVY: | think
you' re raising an excellent point.
There are a | ot of people
national ly saying that our
downt owns are frankly overcommtted
to only office and what we really
need to is diversify. Residentia
I's just one of those things.
Qobvi ousl y, education and research
hotel s, we've converted nmany
bui |l di ngs. But you're right,
entertai nnent and ot her uses, and |
think the real challenge of the
next several years is to maintain

as many office jobs as we can and
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everything they support, but to
t hi nk about new i ndustries that we
have here. Life sciences obviously
Is doing well in University Gty
because of proximty, but we need
to think differently going forward.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Paul.

Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

Any ot her comments from
menbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Any ot her wi tnesses here
to testify on the appoi nt nent
resol uti ons?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Hearing none, this
concl udes the hearing -- thank you

very much
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MR. LEVY: Thank you
very nmuch for the opportunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thi s concl udes the
hearing for Resol ution Nos. 2504083,
250404, 250405, 250406, 250407 and
we Wi ll now go into the public
neeti ng.

There being no further
questions fromthis Commttee and
no other wtnesses on the list to
testify, I will ask if there is
anyone el se present who wi shes to
of fer testinony on Resol ution Nos.
250403, 250404, 250405, 250406 and
2504077

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Hearing none, | want to
t hank everyone who took tinme out of
schedul e, particularly Paul Levy,
for participating and we val ue your
opinion. As we are now i n our

public nmeeting to consider action
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on the followng Bills 250403,
250404, 250405, 250406 and 250407,

Ms. Loughead, please call the roll.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Driscoll.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
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Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Nei l |.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present .

THE CLERK:
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Counci | menber Ahmad. Counci | menber
Ahmad.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Counci | nenber Dr. N na
Ahmad, Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Landau.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Present. The Chair

recogni zes Counci |l nenber Majority

Page 170

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Leader Gl nore Richardson for a
noti on on Resol utions 250403,
250404, 250405, 250406 and 250407.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that Resol ution
Nos. 250403, 250404, 250405, 250406
and 250407 be reported fromthis
Conmmttee with a favorable
recommendation and that the rules
of Council be suspended as to
permt first reading of this bill
of these resolutions at the next
sessi on of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair notes for the
record that Council menber G| nore
Rich -- no, Council menber Jam e
Gaut hi er seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution

Nos. 250403, 250404, 250405, 250406
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and 250407 be reported fromthis
conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
consi deration of these resol utions
i n our next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and
Resol uti on Nos. 250403, 250404,
250405, 250406 and 250407 will be
reported fromthis commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on with the
suspension of the rules to permt
consi deration of these resol utions
at our next session of Council.

Thi s concl udes the

public nmeeting of the Commttee of
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the Whol e to consider the Center
City District appointnent
resolutions. W wll now continue
Wi th our schedul ed public conment
regardi ng the FY26 budget.

Ms. Loughead, will you
pl ease call the next panel to
testify during our afternoon
sessi on.

THE CLERK: Dani el
Bet ancourt, Ant hony Mhanmed,

Ti ffany Johnson, Carol Johnson and
Mtesh Patel.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease state your nane
for the record and pl ease begin
your testinony.

MR. MOHAMVED:  Sure.
Ant hony Mbhamred.

MR. BETANCOURT: Dan
Bet ancourt, Fi nanta.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch
Wi chever of you want to start
first, please begin.

MR, BETANCOURT: |I'm
going to go ahead and start then.
Thank you, Dan Betancourt,

Presi dent of Finanta, CDFlI in North
Phi | adel phia in the Geater

Kensi ngton area. Today |'mhere to
tal k about affordable housing for
our community, particularly around
t he unbanked Fi nanta, who's been
part of the Anerican industry
enpower ment zone for nore than 30
years, l|launched and is the first
time we're saying this publicly,
has | aunched a brand new credit
union, and that's what |I'mhere to
tal k about, and how we're going to
address housing cityw de.

First of all, we did
receive a charter for this brand
new bank and we're going to place

our very first branch in North
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Phi | adel phi a on Kensi ngton and
Castor. Yes, and this is not an
ordinary credit union. This is a
mnority depository institutional

i nconme designation and CDFl credit
uni on.

The first time in the
country it's been done in 25 years
that a CDFl started a credit union,
Sso it's a pretty unusual situation.
We did start a steering commttee
cityw de. Sone nenbers, part of
the Adm nistration of course and
Counci | woman Quetcy Lozada has been
there to table and Conmerce
depart nent nenbers Karen Fegely and
Yvonne Boyd and the whole idea is
to provide critical affordable
housi ng options for |owincone
Phi | adel phi ans.

We know that City
Council is working on a plan with
the Mayor to address housing for

those that are underserved in the
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city, particularly around the
30, 000 housi ng goal that we have
here in the city. Qur CDFI
addresses housing in tw ways:
One, the traditional Finanta, the
CDFl, provides capital for
devel opers of affordabl e housing.
W' ve done that through LIHTC,
anong ot her tools.

And then finally, the
credit union will provide
af fordabl e housing in terns of
nortgages. And so, what |I'm here
toreally say is we're working with
the adm nistration to provide two
things: One is contributions to
the credit union for this |aunch
and to help capitalize it. And
nunber two, it is to provide a
deposit so we can use that capital
to lend in our comunity.

Already within a short
anmount of tinme we raised $30

mllion in deposits. And so, we're
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well on our way to provide this
brand new public institution here
for Philadel phia. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Just for
clarity, so you're saying you're
partnering with the Adm nistration
to receive funding to support the
credit unions to provide funding
for those who are becomng first-
ti me honebuyers, correct?

MR. BETANCOURT:
Correct.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That's all | wanted to
know for the record. Thank you
very nuch.

Go ahead, sir.

MR, MOHAMMED: Yes.
Good afternoon, Council President
and Council menbers. M nane is
Ant hony Mohanmed and |' m the owner
of AM El ectric, Inc., an electrical

contracting conpany right here in
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North Phil adel phia. W' ve been in
busi ness since 2002 doing
residential, comercial work al
across the city.

W're a snall team just
over 10 enpl oyees, but we're proud
of the work we do and the people we
serve. |'mhere today because the
city's business taxes are hol ding
us back, plain and sinple. W've
been busting our backs to keep the
lights on literally and to keep
good enpl oyees enpl oyed. But every
year those tax bills get heavier
and it gets harder to grow, harder
to take care of our team and harder
to stay conpetitive.

We're not a big
corporation. W're small. This is
a |l ocal working-class operati on.

We want to build sonething solid
for our famlies and our conmunity.
The hardest part for nme as a

busi ness owner has been | ooki ng
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after ny enpl oyees who show up in
the cold, in the heat, working
overtime, doing things the right
way and not being able to offer
them health insurance for a | ong
tinme, not because | didn't want to
but because between taxes,
operati ng costs and keepi ng
payroll, there just wasn't enough
left.

W finally started
of fering sone nedical insurance for
our enpl oyees, but it cane too |late
for a few good people who left us
for jobs outside the city where
conpani es aren't getting squeezed
like we are. That hurt. It wasn't
just losing workers, it was just
was | osing people. | trained
peopl e | needed.

"' mnot asking for a
handout, none of us are, but we
need sonme breathing room The tax

rates in the city are punishing the
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people trying to do things the
ri ght way.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch, sir.

MR. MOHAMMED:  Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ms. Johnson.

M5. JOHNSON: Hello, hi.
My name is Tiffany Johnson. |'m
here today to give ny testinony
about ny experience with different
city-owned, funded prograns, PHDC,
Built for Last, TAP. [|'ve been
dealing with these prograns for the
| ast couple of years and they have
hel ped ne and ny famly, especially
ny elderly nother that just got out
of the nursing hone.

For one program PHDC,
they helped ne with different hone
repairs through the Basic Hone
Modi fication Program That program

is very excellent. They prevented
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me fromhaving to relocate ny
not her into | ow incone or what have
you. They cane out very fast.
They did a ot of repairs that
saved ne noney. And ny not her,
she's receiving retirenent so it
benefited her because she didn't
have to spend too nuch noney out of
pocket .

The reason |I'm here al so
Is to thank you for having these
prograns. They are well-needed in
the coomunity. They help elderly,
| ow-i ncone, people with nental
health i ssues and just peopl e that
just can't afford to do repairs.
And | think there should be funding
sent to these progranms because they
do hel p and they do assi st people
in the comunity.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

THE CLERK: Next we have
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Josel yn Rodri guez-Al nendra, Ysis
Ri vera, M ke Roth and Jorge
CGonzal ez.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: State your nanme and
pl ease begi n.

M5. RIVERA: Good
afternoon. M nane is Ysis Rivera.

MS. RODRI GUEZ: M nane
is Joselyn.

M5. RIVERA: W're
students at A ney Hi gh School and
we're here just to express our
gratitude and the conmm tnent that
the School District has recently
shown us for our athletic facility.
It's amazing to see the schoo
district investing in our sports
field. The inprovenents that are
going to be made will make a great
difference in our teans and the

school conmunity.
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We generally appreciate
this initial commtnment to
enhancing our athletic facility.

As we | ook ahead, we al so recognize
that to truly bring this project to
its full potential and create a

t op- not ch base for our student
athletes, further investnent wll
be inportant for the next phases to
begi n.

M5. RODRIGUEZ: W're
both very grateful for the
investnent in the sports field. W
know t hat these investnents will
I nprove our training environnent
and overall experience and a
greater sense of pride and
notivation. However, to truly
reach our full potential and enbark
t he next exciting phase of
devel opnment for our team and
facility, further investnents wll
be critical in the upcon ng years.

MR. GONZALEZ: Good
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afternoon. M/ nane is Jorge
Gonzalez. |I'm dney H gh Schoo
Athletic Director and being a
Spani sh teacher there for seven
years. So first | want to express
our gratitude to the school
district for consideration and
proposed budget allocation for
Phase 1 and 2 of the renovation of
the athletic conplex. These four
steps are neaningful in (inaudible)
in the heart. Devel opnent and
spirit of the youth and their
famlies.

That said, as we
envi sion the future of this conpl ex
we recogni ze our community need to
stand beyond these initiative
phases. To truly serve our grow ng
popul ati on and to provide a
(inaudi ble) that's accessible in
closely and fully functional, we
need to go forward. W

respectfully ask for you to
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conti nue partnership and advocacy
to maintain the A ney athletic
complex a full scale reality. Wth
the additional support, we can
ensure that these projects becone a
| asting source of pride, of benefit
for everyone in our city. Thank
you for your literacy and your
commtnent to our community. Thank
you.

MR ROTH M nane is
M chael Roth. [|'mthe proud
princi pal of A ney H gh School.
Menbers of Council, thank you for
having us today. | do want to
recogni ze these two students, Isis
and Jocel yn, who've been great
advocates for the O ney schoo
comunity while also carrying a
course |load, while also applying to
col |l ege, but they have done a
trenmendous job speaking in front of
the school board about this very

i ssue and speaking with the
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Phi | adel phia I nquirer.

Just a little bit of
cont ext about our visit here today.
|'ve had the pleasure of serving in
| eadershi p capacity in the d ney
nei ghbor hood for the | ast 13 years.
During that tinme, |'ve served for
ei ght years as the principal of
A ney El enentary School and am now
innmy third year as the principal
of O ney Hi gh School.

As sone of you may know,
A ney Hi gh School cane back to the
school district of Philadel phia's
control three years ago after a
Aspiras Charter was not renewed.
In each of those years since
becom ng a school district of
Phi | adel phi a school, we have
i nproved student test scores.

Thi s past year we have
had t he hi ghest ELA and bi ol ogy
test scores of the last 10 years.

W' ve al so established eight majors
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that students can select fromafter
t heir sophonore year, and these

maj ors are focused on giving
students skills that can ensure
post secondary readi ness.

W are also proud to
boast 17 active sports prograns.
Bot h of our boys and girls | acrosse
teanms were in the playoffs
yesterday. If ny voice is alittle
hoarse, it's because | was cheering
themon. Grls won, boys |ost.

COUNCI LMAN THOWVAS:

(I naudi bl e) .

MR. ROTH  Lacrosse
team |acrosse. As you' ve heard
fromour students, our school
communi ty has been advocating that
the student athletes no | onger have
to play in an unacceptabl e sports
conplex. | amproud to say that
since the school teanis advocacy,
the school district of Philadel phia

has proposed $7.15 mllion
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I nvestnment to build a new and
nodern fiel dhouse and put in new
fenci ng.

(Appl ause.)

MR. ROTH. Yeah, we're
really excited about that. This
wi Il also add bl eachers and a few
other itens. A vote for approval
of this funding is scheduled to go
in front of the school board this
nmonth. We are grateful to the
School District of Philadel phia
| eadershi p team and are hopeful for
t hat approval fromthe board this
nont h.

The student athl etes,
athletic director and nyself have
cone to Council today to cel ebrate
t hese needed i nvestnents, but we
are al so asking that Gty Council,
t he Mayor and others do not forget
that even with these investnents,
the sports facilities, the students

and the conmmunities deserve w |
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only be half done. | just need 30
nore seconds and |' m done.

Qur hope is to secure
funding for the additional $10
mllion needed to allow for nodern
fields and a track where students
can safely conpete. They cannot
run on the track right now. And
Jocel yn actually got hurt just a
nonth ago. Her ankle was tw sted
on our softball field. W would
i ke to thank Council menber
Phillips for his advocacy and hope
that other nenbers of Gty Council
wi || support us in these efforts.
So thank you for having us today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. One second.
Don't |eave just yet. Don't |eave
just yet. One, | would like for
Dr. Councilman Phillips just to
speak on this because he's |ike the

| ead advocat e.
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But any tinme we have
young people in the room speaking
truth to power, and I know we have
other folks cone in the roomwe get
all up and we take pictures with
themand smle, but let's stand up
and gi ve them a round appl ause for
t hese young peopl e for doing the
ri ght thing.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  We just want you to know
we support you. You're the future
| eaders of now. And so, it neans a
| ot that you' re here speaking truth
to power advocating regarding to
your school needs.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Dr. Anthony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| just want to briefly
say thank you to Principal Roth

because we net about a year ago or
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so as part of this tour that | was
doi ng around the 9th District
schools. And inmmediately in our
meeting there was a synergy,
because Princi pal Roth had been

t hi nki ng about the A ney High
School field and its terrible
conditions. And | had just driven
by the field and | said, what's up
with this field.

And so, imediately we
both started tal ki ng about what is
needed and why for decades this
field has not been maintained or
any support. | mean, we have young
peopl e who have to go to the
restroomoutside. Their bleachers
are condemed. They can't even use
t he bl eachers. | nean, the field
| ooked like -- | nmean, it was rough
and these kids were playing on it
like it was just sonething that
they were used to and they are used

to unfortunately.
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And the reality of
matter is that if we take care of
this field, we're going to take
care of a whol e nei ghborhood in the
city of Phil adel phia that needs
sone | ove.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  So
the school district has commtted a
little bit of funding, which as you
said is going to help with sone of
t he bl eachers, the fiel dhouse and
t he scoreboard. But that does not
help us redo the field itself so
Jocelyn can play softball properly
and safely as well as the football
field.

So now, we're asking for
Council to chip in and then we're
al so getting the state to work on
chipping in. So we just need
everybody to cone together to nake
it sonmething bigger and better for

t hi s nei ghborhood. | want to thank
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Principal Roth and all the students
for all the amazi ng advocacy t hat
you are doing. W got sonething
done and hopefully this body
t oget her we can get sonethi ng done
for you all together. Thank you.
Appreciate it.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you for your
t esti nony.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Mal achi Arnstrong, Brennan Morag,
Cat heri ne Blunt and Thanh Doan
foll owed by Adisa Julian and Ben
aark.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Can you pl ease state your
nanme for the record and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

M5. DOAN.  CGood

afternoon. M nane is Thanh Doan
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and the owner of TDl Agency | ocated
600 Washi ngton Avenue. |[|'malso
the realtor and property investor
i n Phil adel phia since 2014. TD1
Agency was established to sell
i nsurance and assi st many business
owners in many different ways.
|"mhere to testify in
support of further reducing the
wage tax and Busi ness | ncone and
Recei pts Tax. |'m al so speaking on
behal f of many busi ness owners
which are ny clients in
Phi | adel phi a and i ncl udi ng m ne.

As a busi ness owner, we
are facing financial challenges in
many different ways which include
all the business expense. The cost
of auto insurance in Philadel phia
i s higher than supper. The
i ncrease in the prem um have been
I ncreased tw ce as fast. Hone
i nsurance, the prem um has risen by

30% and hi gher, al so incl uded
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commercial insurance premumrising
by 7.9 and hi gher too.

Starting in January 1,
2015 electric bill will increase of
approxi mately 10% and 12.5% of the
natural gas bill. Septenber 2024,
water bill also increased by 12. 3%
Cost of supply have increased and
will increase nore. Limted
parking and crinme are al so
addi ti onal di sadvantage in
Phi | adel phi a conpared to New Jersey
and many ot her suburb area.

Property taxes increased
and the landlord also increased in
rent. The 100, 000 exenpti on being
renoved w |l inpact all small
busi nesses. This will increase tax
liabilities. A lot of ny clients
noved to Del aware County, Del aware
state and New Jersey due to those
reasons. My office also have to
change to virtual office for that

reason.
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| nstead of paying
addi tional tax, we use this noney
to reinvest into the business and
hire nore enpl oyees. This wll
generate nore jobs and then nore
resident want to live in
Phi | adel phia. Every dollar matter
when we are running small busi ness.
| amin the process of reopen ny
physical office again in
Phi | adel phia. | were working in
Phi | adel phia since 2018 and so nmany
of nmy clients, but the need the
Cty need to make grow
possi bilities. Thank you very
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

M5. BLUNT: Good
afternoon, Council President and
Counci | renbers. | am Kat heri ne
Blunt currently in the 3rd District
and fornmerly fromthe 5th District

Jef ferson Manor. | am here to
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voi ce concerns regardi ng Resol ution
250214. |'m not opposed to the
passage of a city budget that
assesses, plans for and addresses
the big picture in which the here
and now as well as anticipates the
economc reality of the city, state
and country and the i nmedi acy and
in the distant future. The
econom cs of all are intertw ned.
Hopeful Iy, we
acknow edge the econom c recession.
Hopeful |y, we understand its
potential negative inpact because
t he econom cs are interconnect ed.
We understand that our fiduciary
responsi bility goes beyond the
I mredi acy of our current termin
office. It goes to also a
responsibility for our
constituents, the city and the
other terns of office, of other
of fi cehol ders and extends beyond

the current generations to future
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ones as wel|.

| am here to announce
and remind, if we don't know, that
t he people do know t hat busi ness as
usual nodel that we use for
gover nnent operations and
governnent fundi ng and spending is
really dead. The people on the
street know that. W know it is
continuously resuscitated by and
for and through connected
gover nnent and corporate operation
systens nmutual | y dependent on power
politics driven by big noney
economc. It is a systemthat is
kept alive for a shrinking mnority
while the large majority of us are
left in decay.

| am here to ask you, as
Dr. King would, to be our
chanpi ons. W need you to chanpion
us. |I'mnot going to quote
statistics or any of that because

it is already being given to you.
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But |'m asking you to be our

chanpi ons. The people who live
here have lived here and wll be
here when the others go and the

ot hers continue to destroy. Stand
up for us. Be with us. Hear our
voi ces, share our concerns, and
work for us. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MS. JULI AN Good
afternoon. M nane is Adisa and |
reside in West. | amhere today to
express opposition to the proposed
budget's allocation of funds. Many
of our community | eaders,
organi zers and youth have advocated
for thenselves and their |oved
ones, for these Council nenbers
entrusted wwth our welfare to
prioritize people over corporate
profit and policing.

Many peopl e don't want
mllions of their tax dollars used

on new police stations and training
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facilities, upgraded firing ranges
or electric bikes. W don't need
to fund PPD s access to tactical
drones |ike those used to conduct
genoci des overseas or to invest in
Bl uet ooth caneras that record once
weapons have been drawn.

We don't need to fund
riot gear for PPD to weaponize
agai nst us when we exerci se our
First Amendnent. W don't need to
spend 1.8 mllion on police
recruitnment ads and we surely don't
need to waste 1.3 mllion on
noi sture wick uniforns for the
wel | - bei ng of cops, although maybe
t he added confort w il nake them
much trigger happy.

Truly I don't want to
see a dinme goto the PPD. 1'd
rat her see that 800-plus mllion
real l ocated to boost every ask from
your constituents. But we know

that won't happen. So to ny fell ow
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constituents, when this budget
passes nostly unchanged and they
ask for your votes between now and
Novenber to facilitate increnental
change to issues that are killing
us daily, | hope that it is
understood as a sign to divest from
this violent and oppressive
institution. And to those el ected
| eaders who are truly advocates for
the people but regularly face
barriers by the system | hope that
I nstead of becom ng career
politicians you choose to nobilize
t he people away fromthe
suppressive system and towards an
equi t abl e Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, ARMSTRONG  Thank
you all for hearing nme on behal f of
t he Covenant House Youth Shelter
Pennsylvania. |'m Malichi
Arnstrong, Covent House al umi,

anbassador, youth advocate, author
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and transfornmati onal speaker.

In 2012, the Covenant
House saved ny life. M story,
i ke so many ot hers who' ve passed
t hrough the Covenant House doors
woul d bring dispirited tears to
your eyes | eaving you to question
humanity. On the other hand, the
support we encounter will bring
tears of joy, allowing you to
believe in the humlity of
humani ty.

| " ve di scovered that
peopl e who dedi cate thensel ves to
this line of work are raising young
adults like nyself, that their
titles and positions far surpasses
expectati ons and enconpasses SO
much nore from enpl oynent
processes, housing, transportation,
food, clothing, parenting, sibling
mentoring type rel ationshi ps,
teaching life skills such as paying

bills, accountability, et cetera,
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are surface and dare not to conpare
to the |lifesaving efforts of staff

menbers pulling crying youth off

t he edge when our early lives have

pl unret ed.

Today as an aut hor and
speaker | enpower people to destroy
the limts of circunstances and
becone | eaders of life. And I
stand with you today hunbl ed,
honored and hopeful for every youth
st ood where | once stood, asking
you our deci sion-nakers to nmake one
better decision. Invest not just
in charity but in commtnent to our
children, our conmunity and our
country.

Prograns |i ke Covenant
House can serve youth in shelters
who are searching for jobs and in
school, with speakers from al
I ndustries with entry-Ievel
requi rements |ike trucking, cyber

security, nursing, finance. Just
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|i ke recruiters do in trade school,
we change |lives by connecting
peopl e and systens, aligning
prograns and creating opportunities
that lead to purpose filled lives.
Progranms nust intertw ne
and align systematically |ike
partnershi ps. Resources mnust
hi ghl i ght conpani es hiring entry-
| evel enpl oyees, high schoo
di pl oma, GED. Qur youth see a
different workforce, the gig
econony, e-Cconmerce,
entrepreneurship. These skills
need to be trained and devel oped
al ongsi de of personal and
I nterpersonal growmh. Investing in
oursel ves is our biggest
opportunity. It's our biggest
investnment if we can only
acconpl i sh and achieve this
together. Thank you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)
THE CLERK: Next we have
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Em |y Pugliese, Audrey Patterson,
Em |y Abendroth, D ana Gonzal ez,
Bonita Cumm ngs and Desiree
Witfield.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Just state your nane for
the record and pl ease begin.

M5. PUGLI ESE: Good
afternoon. M nane is Emly
Pugliese. | amthe Policy Director
at Geen Building United. W are a
regi onal nonprofit nenbership
organi zati on focused on the
equitable transition to a clinate-
friendly and heal t hy-built
envi ronment through educati on,
advocacy and strategic initiatives.

| am here today to
encourage Council to use this
year's budget as an opportunity to
create a holistic and |ong-term

plan for housing in our city. Yes,
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we face a housing crisis in

Phi | adel phia that requires quick
and strategic solutions, but it's
I nperative that we consider the

| ong-terminpacts of those
solutions so we don't exacerbate
future crises.

In 2024, the Parker
Admi nistration rel eased their
energy poverty alleviation
strategy, which found that a
quarter of |owinconme househol ds
spend nearly, 20% 20% of their
total incone on energy alone. The
report also states that 70% of
single fam |y homes | ack basic air
seal i ng.

We know how to tackle
these chall enges: Build on the
success of the integrated approach
chanpi oned by the Phil adel phi a
Energy Authority's Built to Last
program whil e continuing to inprove

Phi | adel phi a's buil di ng energy code
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to ensure all housing investnents
citywi de are working proactively to
conbat this energy poverty crisis.

At the sanme tine,
utility costs are continuing to
skyrocket, as evidenced by recent
rate change cases by the
Phi | adel phia Gas Wrks and
Phi | adel phi a Wat er Depart nent.
Cimte change will continue to
exacerbate these costs in the years
ahead. So nowis the tine to take
definitive action to make our
housi ng stock nore energy-efficient
and resilient. |If we don't take
action now, we are nerely pushing
t hese costs onto honeowners and
renters in this city, many of whom
are already struggling to pay
bills.

Lastly, Gty Council
nmust renenber that Phil adel phia and
the rest of the nation faces cuts

to federal funding and investnents,
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I ncl udi ng the LIHEAP program t hat
hel ps our nost vul nerabl e nei ghbors
cover the cost of housing. Counci
shoul d be considering investnents
in direct energy assistance
prograns and conpl enentary
initiatives |like the Shall ow Rent
Subsi dy programto decrease the

| ong-term carrying costs of housing
and guarantee our residents confort
and safety in their hone.

As the budget is
finalized, Geen building United
asks that Gty Council fully fund
t he Phil adel phia Energy Authority
at $10 million to include $5
mllion for the Built to Last
program work with the Parker
adm nistration to ensure that the
HOME. Initiative and forthcom ng
changes to buil ding codes
prioritize long-termaffordability
and ener gy-burden reduction for

residents and fund conpl enentary
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prograns |i ke the Shall ow Rent
Subsidy programthat will ensure
housi ng affordability is possible
for all Philadel phians. Thank you
for prioritizing affordable,
efficient and resilient housing for
all.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

MS5. ABENDROTH: Hel |l o.
My nane is Em |y Abendroth. |'m
the Program Manager for Philly
Cimte Wrks, which is a project
of Sierra Cub PA and a proud
menber of the Here for Cimte
Justice Coalition. |'m speaking
today both -- also, I live in the
Cobbs Creek area of West Philly and
I thank Counci |l menber Gaut hier for
her service as our representative.

| " m speaki ng today both
as a resident who every day sees

the dire need for conprehensive
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home repair funding access on ny
own bl ock and as a nenber of an
organi zation that is determned to
join forces with others across the
city to fight for the services and
resources and dignity that we all
need and deserve as many ot hers.
"' m here today asking
City Council and Mayor Parker to
fully fund the Philadel phia Energy
Authority's $10 mllion budget
request, both to support the Built
to Last hone repair programfor
| ow-i ncone Phil adel phi ans and ot her
critical initiatives that they do.
My own |ife and work
experi ences have particularly
allowed me to see the need, the
potential and the inpact of the
Built to Last program | live on a
| ow- weal th bl ock where nmany of ny
nei ghbors have been for 30 to 60
years raising nmultiple generations.

Every singl e house on that bl ock
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was built between 1920 to 1925.
Very few to none of us have
efficient cooling access. There's
very little air sealing. And
because we are right on the creek,
t here have been probl ens for
decades with bl ock pl unbing,
fl oodi ng and poor drai nage,
problens that are only getting
worse as the force of storns that
we're enduring in terns of anount
of rain per hour is increasing.
These houses may have
even had difficulty weathering many
of these conditions in 1920, but a
century of wear and tear on their
I nfrastructure has made them
differently vul nerable, and | watch
nmy nei ghbors all the tine do the
pat chwork repairs that they can,
i ncludi ng sinply bucketing out
water. But in order to do the
ki nds of things that are long-term

repair and renedi ati on, we need the
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ki nds of prograns that Built to
Last is that nmeets multiple kinds
of services fromnmultiple prograns
and braids themtogether.

| just want to nane that
this is sonething that Built to
Last uniquely provides. |'mvery
aware that currently neither the
Mayor's budget nor her nmjor
HOME. Initiative include funding
for PEA or Built to Last. And it's
nmy hope that this Cty Council wll
I nsist and ensure that both of them
do.

| want to also nanme as a
person my support for the package
of protections for Philadel phia
renters that Philly Thrive and One
PA in collaboration with
Counci | mrenber O Rourke's office
have pushed so hard for. And I
know t hat despite your busy
schedules |I'm hoping you will find

time and space to hold a hearing
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for the Safe Healthy Honmes Act this
| egi sl ative session. And that's
it, yeah. Thank you. And |I'm here
for climate justice. W believe
safe, healthy housing on a living,
abl e planet is both essential,
achi evabl e and w nnable. Pl ease
advocat e.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Wl cone back.

M5. CUW NGS: (Good
aft ernoon, Council President
Kenyatta Johnson and
Counci | mrenbers. M testinony is
actually three mnutes. |'mnot
even going to try to read it, but |
woul d add that it be transcribed
into the record inits entirety,
along with just sonme photos that |
copied to kind of show around what
I"'mgoing to try to just pull sone
excerpts of this testinony around,

you know, this operating and
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capi tal budget pl ans.

Don't much frighten ne
for many people who may know ne,
but this package that was given for
17 menbers of Council and it is
sonme extra ones that was on the
table so Council should have it,
' m here because | know a budget is
going to be passed and that's no
doubt .

However, | just wanted
to say for nmy community of
Strawberry Mansion, and | think I
said ny nane. |'m Bonita Cumm ngs,
Director of Strawberry Mansion
Comuni ty Concern, that you not
allow us to be an experinent.

And |"'mreally -- | |ost
a son in 2018 to gun viol ence so
I"mvery clear about death. And
we've all already witnessed in
terns of experinents, we've seen it
in the public housing highrises,

failing in public safety and
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produci ng cruel housing conditions.
W saw it in the Tuskegee Syphilis
experiment on Negro males. W saw
it in Henrietta Lacks and famly,
the treatnment that her famly is
still inpoverished today.

So | say we know every
nei ghbor hood needs housi ng and we
are grateful to have an expansive
| ook at housing, but we also have
had t he experience of being
experinmented on. So the designs
are not in cooperation wth what
communities are asking. So we want
to make sure that in terns of
density being created, that it's
not created where it creates crine,
trash. There's no soci oeconom c
upliftnment as described in these
pl ans.

And ny community
enpl oynent, there's hardly any.
Strawberry Mansion residents can't

even get jobs at the corner
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bodegas. So I'll just ask you all
to please not allow us to be
experinmented on. Don't allow 10
nore years to go by while Black

mal es and Bl ack fenal es now get
shot down because we've put so much
density in nei ghborhoods with
housing with no quality plan as to
how t hat housi ng shoul d be pl aced

I n nei ghbor hoods.

And don't allow this
bullying to go on from anyone,
particularly these powerful housing
or gani zations, the zoning board,
pl anni ng comm ssi ons, uni ons,
because your nei ghborhoods or your
districts are next. And if
Strawberry Mansion gets overrun
W th excessive housing that creates
too nmuch density, it places our
boys on street corners, our girls
on street corners. They have
nowhere to go, just houses stacked

on top of each other and nowhere
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for themto go. So | just want to
say thank you. Please don't
experiment with us one nore tine,
particularly wth public housing.

Ri ght now they're just
not calling them highrises.
They're shortrises, but we're
packi ng each other up on top each
other. So thank you for your tine
and for hearing the voices that are
too often left out of the roons
wher e deci sions are made. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Rob Zuritsky, Burnell Gol dman,
followed by Mtesh Patel, Jigar
Mehta, Loc Pham and M chael
Pennyman.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

MR, ZURI TSKY: Good

Page 217

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

af t er noon.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good afternoon. How you
doi ng today?

MR. ZURI TSKY: Really
good.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That's good. Just state
your nane officially for the
record.

MR. ZURI TSKY: Robert
Zuritsky representing the
Phi | adel phi a parking industry. And
I"m happily joined here by a | ot of
the people in the parking industry.
If you would all please stand up
and just wave to our friends in
Council here. Thank you.

Al so joi ned by Burnell
Goodman, who operates a coupl e of
hotels in the market. He's just
one of the people that are
concerned about not havi ng enough

parking in Center Cty going
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forward. So thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. [|I'm
here to bring to light the crisis
affecting every Phil adel phian's
access to affordabl e parking.

Over the last 10 years,
Center Gty has |ost over 10,000
par ki ng spaces, 62 private
facilities and nore than 500 jobs
due to the unsustainabl e tax
policies. It no |longer makes sense
to operate and maintain offstreet
parking in Center City,
Phi | adel phia. Over half of
everyday parkers are Phil adel phi a
residents. There are teachers,
nurses, trade workers and famlies
who need affordabl e conveni ent
parking to reach their jobs,
nmedi cal appoi ntnments and | ocal
busi nesses.

If we don't act, the
consequences are severe. In

addition to making it harder on
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constituents, we risk 2000 |iving-
wage jobs in the parking industry,
$150 million in annual tax revenue
that our industry generates for the
city as well as our ability to host
maj or events |ike the FIFA Wrld
Cup and All-Star Ganes com ng next
year, events that all ow
Phi | adel phia to shine on the world
st age.

The problemis clear:
Parking facilities face the highest
tax burden in the city. Sone
facilities facing over 60% of what
they collect. | amurging the Cty
Council to re-evaluate just one of
the 13 taxes and fees that are paid
by offstreet parking |ots,
specifically the Use & Qccupancy
tax, which uniquely penalizes
private -- I'"mgoing to just keep
goi ng, private parking operators
and taxes lots as if they are open,

24/ 7 and filled 24/7.
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Fortunately, the Tax
Ref orm Comm ssi on has recomended a
solution, elimnate the U&O tax on
parking facilities while increasing
street neter rates $1 per hour in
commerci al areas. Data analysis
shows that woul d generate the funds
needed to provide U&O tax relief.

| urge this Council to
adapt this reformto protect jobs,
mai ntain accessibility and ensure
stabl e revenue for our city's
future. We need to act now if we
want to keep offstreet parking
vi abl e. Phi |l adel phi ans deserve and
need affordable, available
transportation options. Thank you
for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

MR, GOLDVAN:  Good
afternoon, Council President,

fell ow Council menbers. M/ nane is
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Burnell Goldman. [I'mthe area GV
for the Wndsor Suites Hotel and
t he Model by Hilton Phil adel phi a,
Ri tt enhouse Square. Between those
two hotels, we have well over
100, 000 guests, tenants, visitors
that stay at our conbi ned hotels
every year. And we enploy at |east
75 enpl oyees directly. And then
indirectly wwth our partners, there
has to be well over 100 ot her
peopl e that work on the buil ding
wi th our restaurant partners and
ot her vendors that support our
hot el .

| just wanted to kind of
echo sonme things that Rob just
mentioned. Just overni ght parking
at our hotel at nost hotels in the
city are anywhere from $65 to $75.
So if you think about it, a guest
that may pay that tines two because
they cone in on a Friday or

Saturday, right, and the roomrate
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isn't much nore than the cost of
that parking. |[If you conbine the
two days and add them toget her,
it's like here for a third night if
you're staying for two nights. So
if you -- and this is just everyday
fol ks that are staying at the
hotels, right.

You know, after the
pandem c we had to rely -- we do
rely on nore | eisure business than
we do business travelers. So this
Is nomand pops. These are people
that you know that do staycations
and your relatives that conme and
stay at our hotels.

A | ot of our enployees
choose to park because of the
limtations wth SEPTA W al
know what's going on wth that
currently, right now, so our
enpl oyees do depend on parking as
wel | but it is expensive.

As you well know, the
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hotel s pay 15.5% tax. Parking
right nowis even higher than that
at 22.5. So if you think about it,
the parking -- the higher the tax
for our parkers, the worse it's
going to be for those 100, 000
guests, those tenants, those
resi dents, everyone who cones to
stay and our enpl oyees at our
hotels. So I'mjust asking you to
not increase that tax because it
wi Il have an effect on all of your
friends, famlies, visitors, anyone
who's comng to the city of
Phi | adel phia wll just be passed
right on to them Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. State your
nanme for the record and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

MR PATEL: H. W
nane's Mtesh Patel. I'mhere to

di scuss the proposed budget and
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nore inportantly the tax
inplications. It's weird for ne to
be tal ki ng about it because | am an
S Corp/LLC so | understand |'m on
the BI RT and the revenue side, but
| feel like a lot of the businesses
in my area are going to be
tremendously affected by being
I ncor por at ed.

| can figure out ny
taxes on maybe two pi eces of paper.
When | | ooked the credits and the
60% and the different nunbers,
feel as though those who are
uni ncorporated are going to have a
hard time figuring it out. They
wi ||l need accountants. They w ||
probably need nore resources and
they may al so | ook at possibly not
even decl ari ng what ever incone,
just to try and figure out what it
is that's being asked of them

| feel as though there

coul d be better ways. | have
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reached out to the Asian Anmerican
Chanber, and their recommendations
woul d not increase like their rate
of tax that | amseeing that is
bei ng proposed on the individuals
that are already having a hard tine
in the community. And having
property there | can already see
the insurance rates are high.
We're going to add on this extra
tax. | don't understand how
busi nesses are going to open up in
a struggling area.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch, sir.
MR, MEHTA: Thank you.
My nanme's Jigar Mehta. Thank you,
Counci|l President. Thank you,
Counci | renbers. M tesh Patel, he
did call the Asian Chanber, but he
also called ne. I'ma dear friend
of his for many, many years and |'m
here basically for him He asked

me to explain this in the way that
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| can best explain it.

He asked me first, he
said, Jigar, that's great, all this
corporate stuff, unincorporated
stuff. He goes, what about the guy
who makes $100, 000 of revenue and
$65, 000 i ncone? That's the Area
Medi um I ncorme in Philly.
$65,000 -- if you're making
$65, 000, the max rent you could
probably pay is about $1, 600,
$1, 500 best. That's the
affordability max you're going to
do. That's Northeast Philly. W
grew up in Northeast Philly.

So he said, he goes,
what is this going to do to then?
| said, this is what it's going to
do to them This is going to be an
increase. |If you get rid of the
$100, 000 exenption, this is going
to be an increase of 1652 for that
person that makes $100, 000 revenue

and $65, 000 i ncone. That's the

Page 227

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

1099 contractor. That was the man
who testified earlier before.
That's a 1099 person that can't get
a j ob because they've been just as
i npacted. They're not going to be
able to get a W2 job so they start
their own business. This is the
i mm grant who cannot speak Engli sh
who has to survive for their
famly. They're the ones who are
going to get inpacted by this.

And then here's the
wor st part about it: Because of
the way this is structured with
the, you know, we went through to
do the math, what woul d happen with
themis very, very conplicated how
the tax credits of taking a 60%
BIRT tax credit, applying it to the
NPT so you can get a new, fair,
equi tabl e tax base, that was very,
very conplicated. That is also
going to increase the estinated

payment .
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So the inpact on that
per son maki ng $65, 000 for that
first year is going to be $4, 437.
They ain't making it. They're not
making it. So what they're going
to have to do is they're going to
tell their kids, honey, we're not
paying rent this nmonth or they're
going to go underground. They're
not paying their taxes. They're
not going to do it. | cannot
I magine. That's what Mtesh told
me. He's like Jigar, this is going
to be a bad problem

So what we are
proposi ng. And now, | ook, |'m not
proposing this through the Asian
Chanber, okay. |'m proposing this
as a friend. W have a | ot of
work, there's a |ot of math,
there's a lot of |egal stuff that
we got to figure out. But what
we're saying is that right now

let's get rid of -- well, Mtesh
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first said let's nake sure we keep
the receipts part of the tax, the
BIRT tax. There's a receipts
conponent where you got to pay
.010141. Let's keep that part. So
if you' re making $100,000 that's
$141 actually you're going to have
to pay that you didn't pay before.
Ckay.

The other part of it
t hough he said was that elimnate
the income conponent of that BIRT,
because what this does today and
what it's going to do is that
you're going to have a double tax
on income when we get rid of this
exenption. Al right. So you're
going to get the tax on -- first
you have the receipts tax, but then
you're going to have an incone tax
on the BIRT, but now they're al so
going to be paying the NPT tax.
Al right.

Now, what happens t hat
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they're going to have to try to
figure out this -- okay. They're
going to have to figure this out.
They're not going to be able to
figure it out, so they're going to
have to hire a | awer, they're
going to have to hire an
accountant. | just know the people
that we grew up with, the
immgrants that we grew up, | know
the guys that have been just as

I npacted, they're not going to do
that. They're not going to be able
to do it.

So we're asking is to
keep the receipts tax, elimnate
the BIRT for incone, and then
mai ntain the NPT equivalent to
what ever the fol ks that are working
are paying. So that's basically
it. Thank you so nuch for this
opportunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber I|sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| just want to say thank
you for your testinony. \Wat you
have just communi cated is sonething
that |'ve been trying to get folks
to understand for a few weeks now
since the idea of us even
di scussing the possible elimnation
of the $100, 000 exenption. | don't
think we realize how catastrophic
this is going to be, not just for
smal | busi nesses, but soneone
earlier even testified about
I ndependent enpl oyee. Now, naybe
['"'ma DJ or I'min a creative
econony, right.

Us getting rid of the
$100, 000 exenption while
si mul t aneously not reducing the net
i ncome portion of BIRT will nmake it

so that everybody in the creative

Page 232

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

econony wi Il | eave Phil adel phi a.
They will say there's no point in
being in the city of Phil adel phia
because not only are you going to
tax me on ny $15, 000 pronotional
check because | got a |ot of

foll owers on social nedia, not only
am| going to have to pay a wage
tax on that |later on, after that
noney is already spent, the Cty of
Phi | adel phia is going to conme back
and we're going to tax you again
not once, but tw ce.

So that neans that a
person who's just a content creator
who has a lot of followers on
social nedia will now be taxed
three tinmes. So | just wanted to
put an exclamation point on this,
Counci | President, because |'ve
been hearing a | ot of people cone
down and say that we're | ooking at
tax cuts for big corporations and

bi g busi nesses.
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Unfortunately, when you
cut taxes, the uniformty clause
says everybody will benefit from
it. But |I can tell you firsthand
that if this Council body doesn't
do sonet hing, doesn't do sonething
about the current tax structure
that we are in and we adopt this
proposal as is, we will |ook up and
we wi |l have pushed the entire
creative econony out of
Phi | adel phia. Musi ci ans,
filmuekers, artists, sports fol ks,
tech people, gig econony is al
goi ng to go.

So your testinony
inspired nme. Soneone earlier had
simlar testinony and | just wanted
to put an exclamation point on
exactly what you said. Because
when we say it here, we're sell-
outs. But this is a regular
Phi | adel phian telling us this is

what's going to happen to the
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I ndustry. So | appreciate you,
sir.

Thank you, Counci
President, for the little bit of
| eeway.

(Appl ause.)

MR, MEHTA: Sir, can |
make one comment? Can | make one
comment, sir?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  (Gestured).

MR, MEHTA: You tal ked
about uniformty clause. So that's
the one thing that | was | ooking
into. So this wll neet the
uniformty clause. Because what it
Is, is that there's two classes.

He is a corporate, |I'm
uni ncorporated if we're tal king
about the gig people.

So we can just elimnate
the inconme BIRT conponent for the
uni ncorporated to save these guys.

And still | love ny brother, but
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he's going to have to pay those
taxes. That's okay. And we talk
about law firns now. Law firns are
uni ncor porated, but they were
taki ng advantage of this
conplicated 60%tax credit so their
reduction by us elimnating that
net incone conponent, the BIRT, is
only going to be .00264. Al
right. That's not a w ndfall.
They got a break. Good | awers.
That's why the -- I'"'mnot going to
get init. But thank you. Thank
you. Sorry about that.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Jeffrey Jay Young.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yeah,
that testinony just provided sone
clarity for me. One of ny best
friend's full-tinme job is he drives
Uber and they get 1099s, right. So

now, our Uber drivers are going to
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now have to pay BIRT because they
don't nmake $100, 000 a year, right.
So they're going to have to pay
BIRT. So that's sonething | think
we as a body need to really think
about how we can provi de sone
relief to some of our nost
vul nerabl e workers in the city.

So thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Menber Young.

THE CLERK: Next up we
have Jovan Col dstein, Tyisha
Beckham Susan Segal, Rashida Price
and Di ana Col eman.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
aft er noon.

M5. PRICE: Good
afternoon. How are you today?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Very

well. How are you?
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M5. PRICE: |'mdoing
great .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Great. State your nane for the
record and proceed.

M5. PRRCEE M nane is
Rashida Price. | am here today
speaki ng on behalf of One PA West
Sout hwest Rising. | want to
express our deep gratitude to the
Ofice of Cean and G een
Initiatives and its remarkable
coordi nation across city agencies
whi ch have brought neani ngf ul
I nprovenents to our nei ghborhoods,
particularly in addressing blighted
and vacant properti es.

We are encouraged by the
progress made and appreciate the
openness of L& 's staff and Gty
Counci | nrenbers in supporting our
communi ty-driven efforts to report
and resol ve unsafe properties. W

are also | ooking forward to seeing
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how the Mayor's HO ME. Initiative
wi || address blight and vacancy.

| am here to highlight
an urgent gap in our city's
approach to property stabilization.
Wil e prograns exist to cl ean
vacant |ots and denolish inmmnently
danger ous buil di ngs, there renains
no programto address thousands of
unsaf e, abandoned properties that
pose significant risk to residents
that yet remain untouched.

I n Novenber 2021, Gty
Counci| passed a bill creating the
Necessary Urgent Repair program
adding it to the Phil adel phia
mai nt enance code. However, despite
Its passage the program has never
been inplenented. In the 3rd
District alone where |'"ma
resident, there are over 400 unsafe
abandoned properties, hones that
deteri orate nore each day,

i ncreasing crinme and vi ol ence,
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damagi ng nei ghbori ng hones and
eroding the integrity of our
comuni ties, until denolition
becones the only option which is a
wast ef ul and preventabl e out cone.

W bel i eve that
stabilizing these buildings aligns
with the Mayor's goal of building
and preserving 30,000 hones. W
have spoken to neighbors forced to
coexi st with raccoon col oni es,
homes where | eaki ng roofs have
destroyed adj acent properties and
streets that weak of sewage due to
unchecked | eaks.

W urge the Council and
t he Mayor to consider allocating
funds wwthin the H O ME.
Initiative to establish the
Necessary Urgent Repair program or
at the very least to create
programm ng that effectively
addresses its objectives.

Stabilizing these properties would
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not only prevent unnecessary
denmolition but also contribute to
t he broader goal of preserving and
expandi ng housi ng across

Phi | adel phi a.

By investing in urgent
repairs and hol ding property owners
accountabl e for costs, the Gty can
take a proactive approach to
protecting nei ghborhoods and
ensuring safer, nore livable
communi ti es.

(Appl ause.)

M5. SElI GEL: Good
af ternoon and thank you for the
opportunity to speak to you today
about the Mural Arts program |'m
Susan Siegel. | reside in the 2nd
Councilmanic District. Since 1993
I've had the good fortune to
partner with Jane Gol den in Miral
Arts on a variety of projects, and
that's 32 years of watching the

or gani zati on grow.
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| hel ped fund and
conmm ssi on a dozen nei ghbor hood
mural s while running Phil adel phia's
Vel cone Anerica festival. And
whi l e working a corporate
foundation, | hel ped fund two
mural s depicting the | egacy of
Presi dent Cinton, President
Li ncol n, that included working with
five school district mddle schools
| earni ng about the history of
Li ncol n and nur al - maki ng, and those
are located in Center Gty at 8th
and Market and 7th and Chestnut.
And | hope we've done our part to
hel p beautify and inspire.

| al so hel ped oversee
and fund the private-public
partnership of their office on M.
Vernon Street. And of course, |
participated in nunerous paint days
and events. Fromthis three-decade
perspective, | conme to you today to

strongly advocate that Council not
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only support the 3.7 mllion budget
requests but increase the
allocation by $1.5 million for a
total funding of 5.2 mllion.

You have heard testinony
from ot hers about the inpact of
their work on artists, students,
the incarcerated and the conmunity
wit large. |In addition to this
I npact, the anount of publicity
Mural Arts has garnered for Philly
Is priceless, including national
and international articles, news,
features and awards. They are an
econom c driver for tourism and
artists. The inpact of these
tourist dollars is invaluable.
Artists and civic | eaders
t hroughout the country and world
cone to Philadelphia to |learn from
Mural Arts.

Mural Arts is a best in
cl ass organi zati on. As others have

testified, for every dollar they
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recei ve they churn out way nore
val ue. We know how i nportant Mur al
Arts is to Philly and how | ucky we
are to have their creativity,
energy and care here. Their
programaligns well wth Mayor
Par ker's safety, economc
opportunity, education and clean
green initiatives. It's a w se
i nvestnment and | thank you for
maki ng the full investnent at 5.2
mllion. And | thank you all for
everything you do for the city.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
State your nanme for the record and
proceed.

MR, GOLDSTEIN. Good
af t ernoon, Council nenbers. M nane
is Jovan Goldstein. [|'mhere today
to advocate for aggressive tax
reductions, not just as a fiscal
policy but a necessary step to

revitalize our econony, support
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exi sting businesses and attract new
ones that will create nuch-needed
jobs for Phil adel phi a residents.

| speak from both
pr of essi onal experience and
personal commtnment. | amthe
managi ng partner and founder of JT
Gol dstein, which is a full service
CPA firm based in Philadel phia in
the Logan Square section of the
city. W provide audit, tax and
busi ness advi sory services to
clients across the country.

| have been practicing
as a certified public accountant
for 25 years. | was born and
rai sed in Phil adel phia, a proud
product of the Phil adel phia schoo
systemand | still call this city
nmy honme. And full transparency, |
am al so the Board Chair of the
African American Chanber of
Commer ce of PA, New Jersey and

Del aware. | sit on the GCty's Tax
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Conmm ssi on appoi nted by Counci l
Presi dent Kenyatta Johnson and
contri bute on several boards,
i ncluding PIDC, the Economc
League, to hel p nove our city
forward

| share this background
not just to establish ny
qualifications to speak on tax
policy, but to underscore ny deep
roots to Philadelphia. |'m
commtted to this city. But let ne
be clear, that's a personal
decision. If | were deciding
strictly froma busi ness
perspective, | would have al ready
noved just ny firma few bl ocks
away to Cty Line Avenue, where the
tax burden is significantly | ower.

Now, | don't get paid to
of fer personal advice. | earn a
l'iving by hel ping busi nesses nmake
smart busi ness decisions that have

to be efficient. And | want to
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share three real-world scenarios |
encounter often to illustrate how
Phi | adel phia tax environnent is
costing us jobs and econom c
grow h: Scenario 1, the out-of-
town busi ness owner. A prospective
client fromout of town will cal

nme and ask, should | headquarter in
Phi | adel phia? And after anal yzing
the cost-revenue potential and nost
critical tax inplications, | cannot
I n good consci ence recommend

Phi | adel phia, unless 100% of their
revenue i s generated here. Most
busi nesses will have substantially
saved significantly by just noving
to other jurisdictions in our

subur bs.

Scenario 2, grow ng a
Philly-based business. | have a
client based in Phil adel phia who
provi des national services.

They've grown from2 mllion to 23

mllion in just four years. They
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| ove the city. But again, |I'm
hired to hel p them stay
tax-efficient. W're currently
anal yzing their nove right now and
unl ess sonething significantly
changes, they're likely to take
their jobs, tax revenue and future
growh with them And what's sad
about this circunstance, we're not
just | osing businesses. W're
| osi ng the busi nesses we hel p grow.
Scenario 3, the
uncapitalized small business.
Anot her client, small diverse
busi ness, she's fluctuating annual
revenue. 150,000 they start, then
they can go up to 300,000 and then
drop back down to 150, 000. They
want to grow, but they're afraid to
hire. Why? Because of the wage
tax rate. It nmakes them
unconpetitive when hiring tal ent
that could just easily work in the

suburbs and receive what we call a
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raise. That fear of hiring stalls
our gromh and limts capacity and
keeps themtrapped in a cycle of
unperformance -- |'m al nost done.
"1l close out.

These are not
hypot heticals. These are daily
conversations in ny line of work.
And in each case | nust give sound
busi ness advi ce, not senti nental
advice. |If the nunbers don't work,
| can't tell soneone to stay in
Phi | adel phia just because | did.

In closing, |I'mnot here
to argue that we shouldn't pay
taxes. | believe in paying ny fair
share. | see the value of our
government and what it provides,
but |'m deeply concerned about
Phi | adel phia's | ongstanding trend
of job loss and reliance on
nonprofits exenpt fromreal estate
taxes and the burden we place on

wage earners and busi nesses
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I nst ead.

If we want to grow a
city, we nust nmake it conpetitive.
That nmeans making it easier, not
harder for businesses to thrive
here. That means growi ng the pie,
not slicing it thinner. And that
nmeans acting boldly and urgently to
reduce our tax burden or we wll
continue to | ose to the suburbs
despite having nore assets, nore
talent and nore potential.

Counci | nrenbers, | wll
continue to live and have ny
busi ness here. But w thout serious
tax reform | will also continue to
advise ny clients that Phil adel phia
m ght not be the best place for
themto do business. Thank you for
your tinme.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
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for the record and proceed.

M5. BECKHAM  Good
afternoon, Council menbers. M/ nane
Is Tyisha Beckham and |' mthe proud
owner of Noire Hair and Wax Sal on
| ocated i n South Phil adel phi a.

Si nce openi ng our doors in 2019
we've built nore than a business.
We've built a community. W
currently enploy four amazing

I ndi vi dual s and serve a | oyal
clientele who see Noire as a safe
space, a wel com ng space.

|''m here today not only
as a busi ness owner, but as a
resi dent deeply rooted in
Phi | adel phia's econom c future. |
urge you to consider how critical
tax reformis, especially for small
m nority business owners |ike ne.

Li ke many mnorities, | started
Noire with limted capital. Every
year a |large portion of our profits

are swal l owed up by city taxes,
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Busi ness I ncone and Recei pts Tax,
net profits tax and nore, |eaving
very little to reinvest. That
neans del ayi ng equi pnment upgr ades,
limting staff raises and pausi ng
pl ans to expand. And yet we keep
pushing for it.

|"mcurrently preparing
to open a second business, a coffee
shop in West Phil adel phia set to
 aunch in 2025. But in the current
tax climate | have real concerns
about whether | can grow this dream
into reality. W're not asking for
favors. W're asking for a
fighting chance. Every extra tax
dollar is a mssed opportunity to
hire, to invest, to give back. Tax
relief would allow us to reinvest
i n our nei ghborhood, support other
smal | vendors and drive |ocal job
creation. Phil adel phia has the
opportunity to lead with policy

that supports growth, equity and
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sustainability. Tax reformisn't
just about tax dollars and cents.
It's about creating space for all
busi ness owners to succeed. Thank
you for your tine, your continued
commtnent to our city's future.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you for your testinony today.

THE CLERK: Calling up
Ben Cl ark, D ana Col enan, Karen
Lee, Antonio Lewis, Nancy Garri ck.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
aft er noon.

MR, CLARK: Good
af t er noon.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed.

MR CLARK: M nane is
Ben Cark. [|I'ma resident of the

2nd District and |'man attorney at
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Community Legal Services. | help

| ow-i ncone clients maintain access
to life essential utility services,
I ncluding by getting access to
much- needed hone repair programs in
our city.

"' mhere today with
several current and forner clients
that we've assisted to urge you to
fully fund our city's hone repair
prograns in this year's budget.

The need for hone repairs runs deep
and wi de. As you've heard today
and in recent years, Conmunity
Legal Services has represented
nearly 1000 | owi nconme homeowners
with serious repair needs. These
clients come fromevery single
Council District. They're young
adults in their 20s, single parents
in their 40s and honebound seniors
in their 70s.

CLS' s nultiple units

assist these clients with a w de
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range of | egal needs, and that
means we're uniquely positioned to
see how a repair need today can
cause a crisis tonmorrow. | want to
paint a picture for you of what
that can | ook |ike.

For one client of ours,
a busted pi pe neant they al nost
| ost their children. An unexpected
pl unmbi ng mal functi on and subsequent
wat er shut off led DHS to open an
I nvestigation and threaten custody
of their children. 1In another, an
elderly client's oil heater broke
down this past winter and he didn't
have the funds to replace it. Wen
he reached out to us, he was
confined to his bed because the
cold aggravated his arthritis.
Bl ankets and a space heater were
the only sources of heating in his
hone.

O her clients face a

heart br eaki ng choi ce, go deeper
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into debt or sell a famly hone
passed down t hrough generations
just because they can't afford to
fix a broken roof. And dozens of
new cases arrive in our office
every week from | ow i ncone
Phi | adel phians threatened with
el ectric and gas shutoffs. Oten
their high utility bills are caused
by drafty energy efficient hones --
i nefficient homes, excuse ne.

Qur city's hone repair
prograns go right to the root of
t hese conpoundi ng crises. Repairs
save lives. They keep famlies
together. They preserve
generational wealth and repairs
keep the lights on, the water
runni ng and the house warm So |
urge you to provide full and robust
funding to Build to Last and the
Basic System Repairs Programthis
year and long into the future until

every Phil adel phian lives in a
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safe, dignified, energy-efficient
home. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR CLARK: And if |
may, | just want to note for the
record that several fol ks were not
able to cone testify in person
t oday because of work or health
obligations. But, Council nenbers
Bass, Gauthier, Lozada, Squilla and
Young, you'll be receiving
testinmony from constituents of
yours with honme repair needs via
email. Thank you very mnuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you. W look forward to
receiving it.

Okay. Pl ease state your
name for the record and proceed.

MR LEWS:. Hello,
everyone. M nane is Antoine
Lewis. [|'ma nenber of One PA
Sout hwest Rising. W are here --

I''m here today to tal k about our
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Safe Heal thy Hones canpaign. |'ve
had friends in ny nei ghborhood
forced out of their hones.
Unfortunately, there are other
peopl e in our shoes who are close
to losing their famly hones as
wel | because their famly can't
afford to make hone repairs.

To make matters wor se,
the current hone repair list has a
waitlist over 10,000. W don't
want to nove. W don't want to
nove. |'ve been living in West
Philly for 25 years. This house
has been in ny famly since 1963.
W need Heal t hy Honmes canpaign to
keep our famly living into the
communi ty of West Phil adel phia. At
an alarmng rate, people are being
forced out of their homes. | want
to stay in ny hone. Wuld you like
to stay in your hone?

The current budget

proposal actually cuts funding for
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honme repair prograns. That's why
we are asking for $40 million for
Basi c Systens Repair and $10
mllion for Built to Last.
Currently the Built to Last has no
noney in the budget. | want to
stay in the comunity and | need
home repairs, not fast cash for ny
hone |ike nbost other citizens have
to deal with. Does that nmake sense
for a city battling honel essness to
cut its budget for hone repair
prograns? | think not. Thank you
for your tinme.

(Appl ause.)

M5. LEE: Geetings. M
nanme is Karen Lee and |I'm a nenber
of One PA West Sout hwest Ri sing.

As a nenber of One PA, we appl aud
Mayor Parker's historical HOME.
Initiative to address these
problens. And with a few tweaks,
this initiative will reach the

peopl e who need it nost.
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However, there is one
area that One PA would like to
focus on and hope that you support
our efforts. Hone repair prograns
| i ke Basic Systens Repair and Built
to Last are critical to preserving
honmes and conbating gentrification.
The current proposal would actually
reduce funding for these prograns
whil e increasing home eligibility.
That doesn't nake sense.

The Basic Systens Repair
program al ready has a backl og of
nore than 7000 househol ds to
recei ve energency repairs that
i ncl udes plunbi ng, heating and
el ectrical problens. Al of these
are energency issues that need to
be addressed |i ke yesterday.

Rai si ng i ncone
eligibility to $100, 000 further
exacerbates an al ready extensive
list of residents who have waited

nont hs, years to receive this
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service. As a recipient of Basic
Systens Repair nore than a decade
ago, nmy home was al nost condemmed
before | was able to get the nuch-
needed repairs that started out as
m nor but were al nost catastrophic
by the tinme ny name cane up on
their list.

One PA al so supports the
Built to Last initiative because it
t oo addresses hone repairs, energy
conservation and safe, healthy
homes. W support the Mayor's
vision through this newinitiative.
And in that support, we're asking
$40 mllion for Basic Systens and
also $10 mllion for Built to Last
to assist those who need nuch-
needed hone nodifications to city
residents who want to maintain in
their honmes. Thank you for this
opportunity. And, yes,
redevel opnment and i nvestnent can be

beneficial but never would it
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prioritize its profit over people.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you for your testinony.

State your nane for the
record and proceed.

M5. GARRICK: H . M
name is Nancy Garrick. I'ma
menber of One PA West Sout hwest
Rising. | want to reiterate the
previ ous request that there be a
hearing for the Healthy Hones
Renters initiative, proactive
rental inspections, that it be
schedul ed very soon.

|"mhere to tal k about
BLT -- basic -- BLT and BSRP.

Phi | adel phia is a city of rowhones.
When one hone falls into disrepair
or is denolished, there are
problens with the adjacent hones.
There was an article in The

Inquirer this week about the
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probl ens one famly had to deal

wi th when the hone next to them
col l apsed. W have to renenber

t hat we have wonderful housing
stock here in Phil adel phia and we
need to preserve the hones that we
al ready have.

There's no way that we
can build our way out of the
current housing -- current housing
shortage. Prograns |ike Built to
Last and Basic Systens Repair allow
folks to stay in their hones, and
we' ve al ready heard very conpel ling
testinony of why this is inportant.
It's al so essential that we focus
on the fol ks who earn I ess than
$30, 000 a year because they have
| ess resources to fall back on.

And finally, the reason
these things are inportant it's --
and this is really inportant. |If
peopl e can stay in their honmes, it

preserves the social fabric of
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t heir nei ghborhood. It provides
generational wealth for themto
pass on to their children and it
al so counteracts gentrification.

In closing, | just want
to say people who have benefited
fromBuilt to Last and Basic
Systens Repair can confidently say
this is ny home and |' m not going
anywhere. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you. Thank you for your
testi nony.

THE CLERK: Al right.
The next group up is Cheryl
Donder o, Cherie Brummans, Lesley
Corey, Javi Alvarado, Jeannine
Lisitski, Ma McQire, Jordan
Brogan and M chael Pearson. And
apol ogi es for any m spronunci ati on.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
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afternoon. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. BRUMMANS: Hi. Good
afternoon. |'m Cherie Brunmans.
Thank you, Council President
Johnson and esteened nenbers of
City Council. Thank you for the
opportunity to be here today so
that we can tal k about a pressing
I ssue and, that is, the urgent need
for increased human services
funding at the city |evel.

My nane is Cherie
Brummans. | live in the city of
Phi | adel phia in the Fairnount
section. | serve as President and
CEO of the Alliance of Comrunity
Service Providers. W are an
associ ation | ocated in Phil adel phia
that works w th Phil adel phi a- based
nonprofits and we represent
organi zations that serve children

and famlies, adults living with
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mental health conditions, substance
use disorders, intellectual and
devel opnental disabilities and
autism

Qur nmenber organi zations
forma vital part of Philadelphia's
human services infrastructure.

Most of their funding comes through
Medi cai d, which as we have all been
payi ng attention to recently, is
currently under trenendous threat
at the federal budget
reconciliation process. Although
this is a fluid situation, we're
unlikely to know exactly the extent
to which Medicaid cuts will occur
by the tinme this body passes its
budget .

While the full inpact of
potential Medicaid cuts is still
unf ol di ng, we nust be prepared for
the reality that fewer dollars and
greater barriers to access are

ahead of us. Federal Medicaid cuts
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woul d reduce funding for providers
and reduce or elimnate sone
services altogether. This wll
have a debilitating and
destabilizing inpact on the entire
human servi ces ecosystemin the
city of Phil adel phi a.

Think hospitals -- this
wi |l weaken the safety net and
I ncrease system c burdens
downstream So think hospitals,
jails, foster care, all of the
ot her systens that are inpacted
when human services are not
delivered to people in an effective
way. We al so conprom se the val ues
of equity, dignity and
accessibility that these
organi zations strive to uphold.

We understand that no
city, Phil adel phia included, can
conpl etely absorb the inpact of
deep federal or state funding cuts.

What we are asking for is budgetary
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flexibility so that the city can
step in strategically where support
is nost critical, despite the
chal l enges we face. | want to
acknowl edge and appreci ate the
intentional work that this Counci
and Adm ni stration have done to
support our sector, fromthe
Kensi ngt on Caucus to the Majority
Leader's Nonprofit Task Force and
the Committee on tinely paynents,
we' ve seen a genuine commtnent to
recogni zi ng the val ue of human
servi ces and those who provide
t hem

Thank you again for your
time and | eadership and your
continued partnership. [|'m proud
to be joined today by several of
our provider nenber organi zations
who will offer their own
perspective on what's needed to
protect and strengthen the safety

net in Philadel phia for the
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I ndi vi dual s who are the nost
vul nerabl e anong us. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you for your testinony.

State your nane for the
record and begin.

M5. DONDERC Hi. |I'm
Cheryl Dondero, Director of
Government Affairs for Gaudenzi a.
Thank you, Council, all of you that
are here. | amvery pleased to
represent Gaudenzia and offer this
testinony. (Gaudenzi a was founded
in Philadelphiain 1968 with a
single treatnent program Today we
are the largest Commonweal th's
| argest nonprofit provider of
substance use and co-occurring
mental health di sorders and housing
prograns. W work with so many of
you. We have prograns in 8 out of
10 of the Phil adel phia districts.

W join with the other
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providers of the Alliance today to
express deep concern regardi ng any
reductions of federal funding for
the Medicaid programand its inpact
on Phil adel phia's budget and its
citizens in Philadel phia.
Gaudenzi a enpl oys many peopl e at
our facilities where we provide
vital treatnment for substance use
and nmental health disorders and
provi de housi ng.

Qur treatnment prograns
not only benefit those in need of
care, but they also have a
significant economc inpact in the
| ocal conmunity through taxes,
contractors, supplies and personal
spendi ng. Systemwi de nearly all of
Gaudenzi a's revenue cones from
Medi caid funding. Any cuts to
Medi caid woul d significantly
j eopardi ze the |ivelihoods of our
staff and put many, if not all, of

these jobs at risk. Sinply
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Medi caid cuts wll close prograns
due to the nature of the
progression of nental illness and
subst ance use di sorder.

Many of our patients
have al ready | ost everything
Wi t hout Medicaid. They're sinply
not going to disappear. They're
going to show up in energency roons
and honel ess services and foster
care and crimnal justice systens
and energency response. Behavi oral
heal th treatnent breaks the cycle
of di sease and dysfunction,
enabling individuals to return to
productive lives. Any savings from
Medi caid cuts would far out be
out wei ghed by the increased burden
on our conmmunities. Rooting out
fraud, abuse and waste in public
prograns is adm rable, but nust be
approached thoughtfully and
precisely.

In closing, please know
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that Gaudenzia is available to you
to discuss creative solutions with
the Gty and foll owup neetings as
the Medicaid situation evolves. W
encourage and hope you will build
flexibility into the Gty's budget.
In anticipation of these cuts,
Medi care cuts put at risk every
program and person who testified
t oday.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you for your testinony.

DR, LISITSKI: Good
afternoon --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
aft ernoon, Jeanni ne.

DR LISITSKI: -- City
Counci | renbers. Good to see you
all.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
to see you. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed.

DR LISITSKI: Yes. M
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nane is Dr. Jeanni ne Lisitski,
President and CEO for Mental Health
Partnershi ps. W' ve been
transform ng nental health care for
nearly 75 years, beginning with
advocates with |ived experience who
hel ped to cl ose state psychiatric
hospitals and push to reinvest in
comuni ty- based care.

We believe recovery is
possi bl e for everyone, especially
wi th support from peers who have
wal ked simlar paths. Today our
peer-driven nodel supports nearly
9000 individuals and famlies
annual | y, from honel ess outreach
and nobi |l e peer support to
residential care, case nanagenent,
fam |y advocacy and nuch, nuch
nore. We're also a national |eader
in training certified peer
pr of essi onal s, hel pi ng peopl e nove
fromdisability to enpl oynent and

fromisolation to enpowernent.
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Thi s work strengthens our
communities. It reduces the
pressure on energency services and
builds a pipeline to stability.

But as you know, that pipeline is
under threat.

Flat city contracts have
made it inpossible to sustain prior
service levels, leading to reduced
access. Further cuts would
j eopardi ze our ability to operate
and endanger critical services for
t hose who need them nost. As
federal and state cuts loom | urge
Cty Council invest nowin the
comuni ty- based provi ders who keep
Phi | adel phi ans housed, heal thy and
safe. And | invite you to neet
with us as the Medicaid | andscape
evol ves to explore sol utions
together. Let's build flexibility
into this year's budget to weat her
the rai ny days ahead and ensure our

conmmunities continue to thrive.
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Thank you for your |eadership, your
amazing coommtnent to the well -
bei ng of our entire conmunity.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you for your testinony.

Ckay. Pl ease state your
name for the record and proceed.

M5. BROGAN. My nane is
Jordan Brogan. | amthe CEO at
Center for Famlies and
Rel ati onships. W're a nonprofit
out pati ent nental health
or gani zati on providi ng i ndividual
and fam |y therapy services al ong
wi th psychiatric eval uati ons and
nmedi cati on managenent to famlies
all across the city. W specialize
in famly and traunma counseli ng.

Thr ough our out pati ent
we serve an average of 800 clients,
famlies a week. Qur focus is
working with the famly system not

only to reduce synptons in the
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i ndi vidual, but to help break
patterns in the systemthat
per petuate those synptons, hel ping
lead to | asting change for the
famly as a whol e.

97% of the work we do is
supported through Medicaid. W
al so have a grant-funded program
cal | ed Toget her through Traunma,
which is a system c approach to gun
violence treatnent. This program
provi des trauma counseling,
comuni ty workshops and trauna-
informed staff training in six
Phi | adel phia recreation centers
| ocated in zip codes nost inpacted
by gun vi ol ence.

Qur final program
Chi |l dren Deserving Servi ces,
provi des counseling services to
uni nsured children and famlies
based on their | egal status of
immgration. Cuts to funding to

el imnate any of these prograns
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woul d be detrinmental to the
comunity, especially at a tine
when t hings are so uncertain and
the experience of trauma and the
need to support are at an all-tine
hi gh.

Cl FAR val ues system c
t hi nki ng and col | aboration. |
stand here today to ask to be a
partner with the Gty to devel op
creative solutions as the Medicaid
situation evol ves and ask that
flexibility is built into the
budget to ensure these prograns can
continue to help the conmmunity
thrive and continue to exist.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you. Thank you for your
testinony today.

And pl ease state your
nanme for the record and proceed.

Ms. MGU RE: H . Good
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afternoon. My nane is Ma MQire.
["'mthe Chief Operating Oficer at
SpArc Phil adel phia. SpArc
Phi | adel phia is the parent
organi zation for Spark Services and
the Arc of Philadel phia. W are
| ocated in the North Phil adel phi a
section of the city and provide
bot h support services and advocacy
for individuals with intellectual
disabilities and autism

We are currently facing
a crisis as we |ook at the
possibilities of funding cuts
across our industry because of
Medi caid. The services that we
provide to individuals with
disabilities allow themto |live an
everyday life. They are able to
get up each day and go to work, be
with their friends and participate
I n meani ngful activities that not
only enrich their lives but allow

themto be in a safe environnment
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while their famlies and caregivers
go off to their own jobs.

SpArc Services currently
supports 43 individuals with
disabilities who work in
conpetitive jobs. They are the
peopl e who col l ect your carts at
the market, clean up the trash
after the Phillies gane, keep the
PennDOT | ocations clean so that you
can be confortable waiting to get
your | D and numerous other | obs
t hat are neani ngful throughout the
city of Phil adel phia. Wthout job
supports, many of these fol ks would
be in jeopardy of losing their own
j obs.

The i npact of funding
cuts goes beyond the people that we
support at SpArc. SpArc
Phi | adel phi a enpl oys 115 peopl e who
primarily live within Philadel phia
County. Wthout funding for the

prograns and services that we
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provi de for our organization, the
services and others |ike ours, we
will no |longer be able to continue
normal operations and risk closure
or personnel cuts.

At this point intinme w
don't know the full inpact of the
fundi ng cuts, but we do know t hat
this will hit our industry that is
still recovering fromthe COVID
pandem c, especially hard. And we
ask for your support as we nove
forward through this.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you for being here and thank
you for your testinony today.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed.

DR. COREY: (Good
afternoon. M nane is Dr. Lesley
Corey and | represent Step By Step
and our dedi cated Phil adel phi a

enpl oyees and consuners. Step By
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Step provides vital residential and
nonresi dential comunity services
to adults with nental health,
behavi oral health and intellectual
disabilities.

|"'m here today to
advocate for the flexibility in the
city's budgetary process,
particularly as we face the
potential inpacts of federal
Medi caid cuts on our prograns and
the individuals we serve. The
proposed Medicaid cuts could
severely inpact access to critical
heal t hcare services. Specifically,
reductions could lead to fewer
covered services, including
essential nmental health and
disability services, increased
hospitalizations as individuals who
| ose access to preventative care
and outpatient services will have
to rely nore on energency care,

financi al burdens for
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Phi | adel phi ans, especially those
with | ow incomes who may struggle
to pay for alternative care or go
W t hout services entirely,

Job | osses as
organi zations like Step By Step are
forced to reduce staff or scale
back prograns due to financi al
deficits.

At Step By Step we are
al ready beginning to feel the
strain fromour current contracts
and are being forced to reeval uate
our ability to continue providing
servi ces even before any Medicaid
cuts have taken effect. |[If these
cuts go through, it wll exasperate
exi sting chall enges and create new
barriers to care for the nost
vul ner abl e nmenbers of our
conmuni ty.

The consequences of
these cuts will disproportionately

affect the people who rely on
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Medi caid the nost, | owincone
famlies, children, elderly
i ndi vi dual s and people with
disabilities. This wll lead to
wor se heal th out cones, nore
significant health disparities and
| ong-term financial strain on the
city.

" murging you to
consi der these potential inpacts as
you devel op next year's budget. W
need flexibility and foresight in
these difficult tinmes to ensure
t hat our nost vul nerable
popul ati ons do not suffer due to
federal funding cuts. | ask that
the Gty Council consider
mai nt ai ni ng or even increasing
| ocal support for these services to
hel p offset the inpacts of any
Medi cai d reductions. Thank you for
your tinme and continued comm t nent

to all Phil adel phians' wel | -bei ng.

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you for being here today and
for your testinony.

MR. BECKER: Good
afternoon, everyone. M nane is
Jake Becker and | have the
privilege of serving as the
Managi ng Director for Health
Services at Public Health
Managenent Corporation. It's now 2
to 1. The Phillies are going into
the bottomof the 9th in the first
gane of the doubl eheader.

So we're here in the
afternoon. | want to sinply say
t hank you on behalf of M ke
Pear son, the CEO of Public Health
Managenent Corporation. | grew up
in dney, a couple blocks from
A ney Hi gh School, product of the
Phi | adel phi a public school system
and |'ma Gernmantown resident,
Counci | menber Bass.

As soneone commtted to
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the health and wel | -being of the
city, | just want to say thank you
for your support and hanging in
there on a late afternoon on a
Wednesday. | want to tal k about
our city's strained health care
system And | want to explain
what's at stake, in particular for
community hospitals and service
provi ders who don't have access to
reliable funding and how cuts to
rei mbursenment efforts such as

Medi cai d exacerbate existing
chal | enges providing health care
services in critical social service
settings to conmunities where this
I S needed nost.

To illustrate this,
let's actually tal k about sonething
positive. The Public Health Canpus
for PHMC at Cedar, which was
devel oped in partnership with the
hospitals of the University of

Pennsyl vania as well as CHOP. This
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was an innovative risk-taking
activity that was an effort to
prevent what's happeni ng at Crozer
in Chester, to prevent what
happened at Hahnemann si x years
ago.

Organi zations even as
| arge or as coll aborative as Penn
and CHOP and PHMC are really being
attacked by all sides. And this
isn't a big versus snall
organi zational situation. This is
the integral fabric of health care
i n Phil adel phia for our conmunities
that are nost vulnerable. That's
why we're here at the Alliance and
sonething that we're very proud to
be part of. And so, we really want
to make sure that you and Counci
are really aware of the public
health fabric that takes all of us.

It's not one
organi zation. It's not one health

system It's not one group of
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behavi oral health versus nent al
health and so on. And so, | just
sinply want to say thank you for
your support to this point. W
know t hat your attention is
necessary as we continue to nove
forward with the budgeting process
and we're dealing with all the
nonsense fromthe federal

governnent on top of that. | think
that's public record, nonsense from
the federal governnent. | said
that -- all right, we get this,
Phillies. W can do it.

So | just sinply want to
say that there is a real funding
threat. Big organizations are
dealing with it, even as we try and
protect these necessary community
based hospitals |ike what's
happened in cedar. Thank you to
Counci | renber Gauthier. Thank you
to Council nenber Ahmad. Thank you

to Council nenber O Rourke and al
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of you who have been invested in
comuni ty- based sol utions, 257.
There we go.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you for your testinony.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | woman Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
have a question for you actually.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| just wanted -- | know
t he partnerships, you nentioned
CHOP and Penn and you and obvi ously
we' re facing draconian cuts,
probl ematic, deeply problenmatic.
However, CHOP and Penn do have deep
reserves. And | want to know how
we're leveraging that. And | don't
know what PHMC has - -

MR. BECKER: PHMC does
not have deep reserves.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: So

if there was to be public-private
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partnership set up for having a
fund that we could draw on in terns
of filling the gap, is that

sonet hing that we could get these
entities. And it could have a
sunset, it could be -- because
we're al so strapped, right,

MR, BECKER: O course.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: W
are strapped for dollars, how we
al l ocate across the board. And
because we have heavy hitters in
this space, and we're grateful that
you are | ooking at conmmunity heal th
and these services, but | just want
everyone to dig a little deep to
see what can we do, how creative we
can be to stand in this gap.

"' m hoping this is not
forever, and we can sunset a fund
li ke that, and there could be a
capital piece because | know
there's sone renovation needs in

that space, which I'ma little
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curious why we have themin the
first place in ternms of how it was
built. That's a whol e other
conversation because there was an
(i naudi bl e) cap involved with that.
Sol'"'ma little concerned that we
have so many buil di ng i ssues when
there was public noney involved in
putting that together in the first
pl ace. But that ship has sailed at
the nmonment. So we still have
people to take care of.

So | amasking -- as
you' re asking us, |'m asking you
and your partners to actually | ook
to see what can you do in terns of
| everagi ng resources you m ght have
to cone to sonme joint solution on
t hat because we are strapped.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

MR. BECKER: Absol utely.
In this particular project, just as
with the Alliance it really

requires us getting along well with
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each other in order to nmake sure
that we can get along well with our
public partners, whether that's at
the city level, the state |evel or
even at the federal level with
conversations that | have around
the federally qualified health
center program That's an

i nportant part of what happens at
Cedar as well as in four other

| ocati ons.

And so, it really does
require three |arge organi zations
with track records across the city
that haven't always played well in
t he sandbox together with others,
who had the audaci ous vision during
COviD to try to engage and support
this really essential community
resource at 54th and Cedar. And
it's one thing to have the
honeynmoon energy once you get
started in the mdst of a crisis

and COVID on the heels of what
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happened at Hahnemann. It's
another thing to really figure out
how to sustain that. And that's a
really inportant conversation that
we need to continue to have and
maybe havi ng public engagenent, the
engagenent of rel evant
Counci | menbers really would be

hel pful for us to continue to make
sure that all three parties sit at
the table effectively for the right
comunity solutions that are
necessary.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
agree that we need to do that. So
' mjust asking because there's an
urgency of tinme and the urgency of
how we're going to pass this
budget, so in this interimspace we
need to conme up with an ask that is
nore in line with what we can
afford. So if you can take that
back, and then we can have further

conversations to push the public-
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private conversation.

And again | said, it can
be sunsetted. It can be alimted
partnership to get us through this
time. But | do think we need a
little skin in the gane from
everyone.

MR. BECKER | got ny
nortgage on the line to make sure
all this gets worked. | got al
the skin in the gane on ny end.

But really what it takes, | know
that a request was submtted to
Counci | nrenber Gauthier's office
about a nonth ago. |[If that request
is not really appropriate from
where you're at in ternms of howto
manage, we want to continue to be
at the table and how to engage.

| nmean, this is a very
| ar ge, you know, six-, seven-,
ei ght-figure type of conversation
that we really want to have

col | aboratively because
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col | aboration is what started it.
Col | aboration is what it'll take to
be successful as well. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you,
Counci | renber Ahnmad, for your
comments. | agree that everybody
has to have skin in the gane, but |
wanted to be on record with ny
support of this request.

| just want to al so nake
sure that people understand what's
going on at this site. This is a
communi ty hospital that nostly
serves people who don't have
i nsurance. It's also a hospital
that has had a dark history. It
had a | ot of troubles under Mercy.
It had a |l ot of troubles when it

was M sericordia. People called it
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Ki |l ercordi a.

M sericordia, ny
grandnot her died at this hospital.
You know, it's a place that West
Phi | adel phi ans had | earned to fear
and not to trust. And this could
have been a Hahnemann situati on.
Penn Medi ci ne stepped in. Kevin
Mahoney prom sed nme personally that
this wasn't going to be a Hahnemann
situation. And | think the
partnership that has evol ved there
anong Penn Medi ci ne, CHOP and PHMC
is really inportant and that you
all are bringing a higher |evel of
quality than has ever existed
t here.

And | al so appreciate
Penn Medi ci ne reopening the Crisis
Center that had closed at that site
and not even asking the Cty for
any funding. And so, the point is
wel | -taken. But | want to be on

record that this will be a part of

Page 295

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

nmy budget push and ny budget
request and is sorely needed within
our comunity. Thank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR, BECKER: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you.

THE CLERK: Next panel
to testify is Kateri Andriole, Jane
Al'l en, Elena Brunner, C nthya Hioe.
That group will be followed by
Di ane Payne, Erica Ezold, Darnelle
Radf ord and Nel | Bang-Jensen.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you for being here today.
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed.

M5. BRUNNER My nane is
El ena Enmel chin Brunner. And |I'm
j ust opening ny doc because ny
phone died while | was standing

here. Ckay. Thank you to the
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Counci | renbers who are still here
today and were here to listen to
all the testinonies yesterday,
especially in the afternoon

sessi ons.

Many of us who are able
to be here to testify represent our
communities and famlies who are
unable to take the day off to
partici pate because of work and
famly commtnents. W may be sone
of the last on the |list and cone
fromconmunities not often in the
room So thank you for hearing us.
' m speaki ng today as the el dest
daughter of a nother who was
naturalized after comng here with
ny grandparents, ny aunts, uncles,
cousins as refugees. W are an
I ndi genous people fromthe
(i naudi bl e).

My not her was | ucky
enough to attend Grls' H gh while

al so living through the | oss of
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si blings and cousins from gun
vi ol ence, substance abuse and
uni nt ended nedi cal needs, all of
whi ch coul d have been prevented if
our famly comunity and
comuni ties across the city had
access to resources needed to
actually survive, to thrive instead
of access to imedi ate band-aids to
cope from day-to-day.

| amasking the Gty to
invest in $1.9 mllion in three
newconer prograns, reinstate the
mul ticul tural assessnent centers
and hire nore nulti-Iingual
counsel ing assistants at a livable
wage and the full $1.8 nillion for
PAI FUP, whi ch provides nore of our
comunity nmenbers currently in
detenti on access to | egal
representati on.

And it's inportant to
note that immgrant comunities

aren't just immgrants. CQur
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comunity nenbers are al so workers,
t axpayers, business owners,
comunity | eaders, parents, youth,
students who are al so struggling
for nmedical care, housing
stability, access to reliable
public transportation. So |I'malso
asking for the Gty to invest in
equi tabl e tax policy, safe healthy
honmes, investnent in the Zero Fare
SEPTA program restorative justice
grants, community-based vi ol ence
prevention and Citizens Police
Oversi ght Comm ssion, public
spaces. These are all part of the
peopl e' s budget denands.

| nstead of investing in
har nf ul puni shnment and surveill ance
tactics that keep our communities
in a cycle of incarceration and
active addictions that we know
circle back into each other, we
need a budget that invests in

actual transformative, equitable
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sol utions that neet the people
where they're at in a community-
based, culturally-conpetent way and
stop the cycle. Can we count on
you this time to invest in our
needs? WIIl you commt to the

budget that actually funds the

peopl e?

(Appl ause.)

M5. HHOE: Hi, everyone.
My nane is CGnthya Hoe. |I'ma

menber of Asian Anmericans United
and | live in South Philly. I'm
here because |'m concerned about
the proposed city budget. Public
heal th and behavioral health
services are only going to receive
$193 mllion while the City is
pl anni ng to upgrade the police
force's new bikes and uniforns at a
whoppi ng $872 nillion budget. That
is aslap in the face to al
Phi | adel phi ans.

My father is disabled
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and has battled chronic illness for
the last 15 years. Getting seen by
a doctor at a City Health Center is
one of the nost difficult and tine
consum ng parts of managi ng his
health. W often can't get an
appoi ntnment for nonths. M friends
say by the time we get seen we'd

al ready been heal ed, so what's the
poi nt .

Last year ny nom had a
cancer scare. The cost of testing
scared her nore than the scare
itself -- than the cancer itself,
to the point that she decided to
hold off on getting treatnent.

Now, imagine if the Gty Health
Centers had the funding they need
for adequate staff, a city budget
that equips themto serve people
and their needs. No nore del ayi ng
appoi ntments, no nore cancer scares
that go untreated. Isn't that

vision of Philly beautiful?
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But none of that is
possible if Gty Council goes
through with the proposed tax cuts.
Cutting taxes for big corporations
nmeans stealing fromthe pockets of
people like ny famly. It neans
forcing nons like mne to suffer in
silence instead of being hel ped by
our city. It neans famlies |ike
m ne being scared that ny father
wi Il be trapped in appoi nt nent
waiting lines forever. Let's
choose better. Do not codify 13
years of tax cuts that benefit nega
corporations that nost and gut our
public services. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you for your testinony.

M5. PAYNE: Good
afternoon. My nane is D ane Payne.
I live in Northeast Phil adel phia
19111 and |'m a nenber of 215

People's Alliance. 1'd like to
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t hank Ant hony Phillips, ny Gty

Council rep for his advocacy around
i1l egal dunping and to Mayor Parker
for the Clean and Green Initiative.

|'"'mhere today to tell a

story and make an ask. 1'm75
years old. 1've lived in ny house
for 40 years. | vote in every

el ection. And as a nenber of 215
PA, | have been involved in many

cl eanups of our |egacy dunping site
on Snake Road in Lawncrest.

My story: As part of
the April 5th cityw de cl eanup
effort, the massive tire dunp in
Tacony Creek Park was on the
agenda. | was part of the human
chain that descended into a nuddy
ravine in the park to roll out 4000
il1legally-dunped tires, despite
canmeras being in place.

By 3:00 p.m that day, |
began havi ng stonmach pains. By

7:30 p.m that evening, ny daughter

Page 303

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

took ne to the local ER and by

m dni ght, | had energency hernia
surgery which ny doctor
characterized as lucky | cane in
when | did.

Qur coalition stories:
Legacy dunping and litter are as
much Philly culture as hoagi es and
cheese steaks. Qur coalition
menbers' stories involve citizens
of all ages and backgrounds
fighting to reclaimour streets and
nei ghbor hoods. There are countl ess
stories fromacross the city of
vol unteer anti-dunpi ng arm es.

Bet ween the World Cup
and the 250th anniversary, our city
wi || be showcased far and w de.

Now is the time to expand and
strengthen the C ean and G een
platform M ask: Only 4% of the
City budget is allocated for
dunpi ng prevention. W at 215 PA
and the Clean Philly Now Coalition
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appl aud i ncreased cleanup efforts
in the advent of the DA Quality of
Life Departnment with a goal of
enforcenent, but a focus on
cleaning will not engender a
culture change and i s not
sust ai nabl e.

W need resources put
into serious enforcenent and
prevention strategies |ike small
haul er conveni ence centers and
education to begin to change the
culture of Phil adel phia fromfilthy
to fresh. Please increase the
budget allotted to prevention to
i nvest in a sustainable, clean and
green Phil adel phia. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. ALLEN. Good
afternoon, Council President
Johnson, nenbers of Council, staff
and everyone el se wat chi ng today.
My nane's Jane Allen and I'm

providing testinmony in nmy capacity
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as Governnent and External Affairs
Director for the Phil adel phia
Associ ation of Conmunity

Devel opnent Corporations. This
budget season PACDC has been
advocating for three itens.

We saw during COVID just
how i nportant CDCs and NACs are in
hel pi ng people with essenti al
program applications |ike rental
assi stance. PACDC s nunber one
priority this budget cycle is
passi ng the Community Capacity
Bui | ding Fund, Bill No. 250324,
whi ch woul d create a reliable,
fl exi bl e source of financi al
supports to qualified nonprofit
CDCs. These organi zations provide
a famliar place for our neighbors
to go for help during uncertain
tines.

Second, any tenant who
is evicted because they can't

afford to pay rent in a Federally
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Subsi di zed Low | ncone Housi ng Tax
Credit project is a policy failure.
But thankfully, this |ocal
governnent has inplenented a
successful intervention.
Phi | adel phi a's existing Shall ow
Rent program makes affordable units
actually affordable for tenants
renting subsidi zed apartnments that
still leave them cost-burdened.

Mayor Par ker has
I ncl uded funding to expand this
programto 4.69 mllion in her
proposed al |l ocation plan for
H O ME. bond proceeds and PACDC
encourages Council to increase this
I nvestnment slightly nore to a | evel
of 5.25 mllion. W also request
your continued support in ensuring
these dollars go to the renters who
need themthe nost.

Third, as many of us who
have tried to purchase a hone

wthin the | ast decade know
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firsthand i nvestors who offer cash

make it nearly inpossible for the

rest of us to conpete, especially

I n changi ng nei ghbor hoods.

According to a 2024 Federal Reserve

Bank study, once institutional

i nvestors have purchased a property

t hese speculators tend to jack up

the rent by arate that is nearly

nore than double what a

noni nstitutional |andlord would,

and this trend is associated with

nei ghbor hood-w de rent i ncreases.
To keep nore property in

t he hands of the people and

organi zations that care about the

| ong-term heal th of our

nei ghbor hoods and nore inportantly,

t he peopl e who call Phil adel phia

home, PACDC is advocating for the

City to seed a quick strike

property acquisition and

stabilization fund designed to help

nonprofits conpete with deeper

Page 308

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

pocketed investors. Thank you for
the opportunity to speak today and
pl ease let me know if you have any
guesti ons about these three
priorities.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

THE CLERK: And we' ||
al so call up Tai bi Mgar, Lee
¢ol denberg, Casey McM Il an and Anne
Gardner. You can nake your way to
t he podi um

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

THE CLERK: You can go
ahead and state your nanme and
proceed with your testinony.

M5. EZOLD: G eat.
We're sort of all a whole group
together so | was just waiting for
the rest of us. Hello. I1'mErica
Ezold. [|'mthe Executive Director
of Qui ntessence Theater in

Nor t hwest Phil adel phia. Happy to
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be here today at the end of the day
to tal k about our creative econony.
We're glad that that cane up in
conversation earlier.

| want to start by
t hanki ng t he Whol e Council for
wel com ng us here and in
particul ar, Council menber Landau
for encouraging us to cone today
and advocate. As Phil adel phia's
t ext - based, actor-focused theater
Qui nt essence re-envisions the
classics and inspires our comunity
to consider what is essential in
theater and in human nature.

Qur work all ows people
to ponder the big questions and
creates access points for all
Phi | adel phi ans to see thensel ves
reflected in classic stories. |I'm
here today to ask for your
I ncreased support for arts and
culture. SMJ data art shows that

bet ween 2020 and 2024, years that
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I ncl uded the pandem c when
operati ons were depressed, arts and
cul ture organi zati ons provided
nearly $2 billion in direct
expenses to our econony and served
5.6 mllion people in the city.

In addition to the
approxi mately 14, 000 people in
Phi | adel phi a who see our plays,
Qui nt essence serves about 3000
school children annually, many of
whom only experience art through
our theater and prograns. CQur
work, as well as that of all
theaters, helps create a nore
enpat hetic culture, sonething that
I's sorely needed right now.

Qui nt essence Theat er
| ost a $25,000 NEA grant for an
upcom ng production highlighting
the work of Black queer witers
during the Harl em Renai ssance. W
are actively fundraising so this

proj ect can continue. Qur theater
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currently receives funding fromthe
City through the Phil adel phia
Cul tural Fund, and | thank you for
that. It is critically needed.

However, as a grow ng
organi zation we will soon surpass
the current size restriction for
this funding and we know t hat nmany
ot her theaters do not receive any
financial support fromthe city.
As federal dollars are stripped
away, it is nore inportant than
ever that we establish consistent
funding on a city level that can
adequately support all of our arts
and culture institutions. There
are many exanpl es across our
country and even in this state of
dedi cated funding streans for arts
and cul ture.

| urge this Council to
research how one coul d be
establ i shed for Phil adel phia. It

will only serve to strengthen the

Page 312

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

city we all |ove. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

MR. RADFORD: My nane is
Darnell e Radford. |1'mthe Director
of Operations at Theater Exile. |
live in Point Breeze. Thank you to
City Council nenbers for funding the
Phi | adel phia Cul tural Fund. W are
Theater Exile, |led by Producing
Artistic Director Deborah Block, in
the heart of South Phil adel phi a.

W are at the end of our 28th
season.

The support that we
receive is crucial. W would |ike
to urge the Council to find
addi ti onal nechanisns in support of
our stellar arts community. Snall
conpani es |like ours and small er
have been enriching our conmunities
on a shoestring budget for years.

The uncertainty of when a grant
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will be released often cones into
play. Wen we know we have been
granted, we can breathe easier.

But when a grant is rescinded Iike
our NEA grant of $25,000, we are
left with few opti ons.

W see the City's future
with a plan to research how ot her
cities have set up renewabl e
revenue streans to fund arts and
culture with a commtnent to
propose the new funding streamin
t he FY27 budget proposal this tine
next year.

Si nce our organi zations
tend to be supported by many of the
sanme donors of our community who
continue to show up for us, and we
thank them for that, this
uncertainty takes its toll on them
as well, when the organi zati ons
t hey support start informng and
i nqui ring about whether they have

the ability to swoop in and save
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t he day.

Currently, Phil adel phia
supports the arts at |ess than $4
per person at a population of 1.5
mllion. Wile our peers in
Pittsburgh for exanple, receive
over $60 per person with a
popul ati on of 303,000. W see the
City's future with an expansi on of
the arts funding in the Gty budget
at three tines the current rate of
the Phil adel phia Cultural Fund to
support both increased fundi ng of
cul tural grantee organizations and
the inclusion of nore arts and
culture organizations in the city.
Thank you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

M5. GARNER: Good
afternoon. M/ nane is Anne @arner
and |'mthe Managing Director at

I nteract Theater Conpany, grateful
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reci pients of PCF funding. Thank
you. Qur mssion is to produce new
pl ays that deal with the soci al
political and cultural issues
happening in our world today and we
are in our 37th season.

Let ne tell you about
the play that cenmented our m ssion.
In 1993, Interact produced 6221, a
new play about the MOVE bonbi ng.
Local playwight Thomas G bbons
felt the coverage he was seeing
wasn't telling the whole story so
he gathered information from public
transcripts as well as interviews
wi th MOVE nenbers, Mayor W/ son
Goode, the police, journalists and
West Philly residents anong ot hers.

On openi ng ni ght,
Interact held a tal k-back featuring
Ranona Africa and a policeman who
had saved a child fromthe fire and
whose life nearly fell apart in the

aftermath. At tines, the
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conversation got heated. But in
the theater, we know how to turn
conflict into sonething useful and
beautiful. Afterwards the officer
said to our artistic director,
Wat chi ng t he show toni ght hel ped
ease ny pain. And quite honestly,
we get that kind of response a |ot.

| know you have a | ot of
conpeting funding priorities, but
t heater shoul d be anong them
Theater is a hyperlocal event.
Every perfornmance we do takes pl ace
in the comunities you serve. And
al nost every dollar we spend stays
here too. Qur work draws arts
patrons who m ght not otherw se
have a | ot of reason to visit the
city on to public transportation
and into restaurants.

Fundi ng theater in
Phi | adel phia is an investnent in
our econony and it cones with the

added bonus of teaching enpathy and
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offering healing. That is a
bargain. So | hope City Council
will find a way to fund theater
nore robustly, and | know all of us
in the theater community woul d be
happy to work with you to nake that
happen.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BANG JENSEN:. Thank
you so nuch to the Council nenbers
who are still here. |I'm Nell Bang-
Jensen. | amthe CEO and Produci ng
Director of FringeArts in
Phi | adel phia. | want to say | do
not envy any of your roles. It is
very hard to weigh all of these
different priorities and | really
just hope that the arts can be
anong them

It's hard to articulate
the value of the arts, but there's
nore and nore data bei ng shown
about its benefits to public

heal th, to building soci al
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connections and strong

nei ghbor hoods. | noved here 15
years ago to Phil adel phia to nmake a
show for the Philadel phia Fringe
Festival and nowreally amin ny
dreamjob at this point in tine.

Li ke so many other arts
organi zations, you'll hear from
many of ny col | eagues we recently
| ost funding fromthe Nationa
Endownent of the Arts. As we al
know in this room the federa
adm ni stration has an aggressive
policy against care and civic
spaces, which | really feel like
are what these arts organi zations
do.

We are currently the
| argest Fringe Festival in the
United States and we get $0 from
the Gty of Philadel phia. W --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  \What

M5. BANG JENSEN:.  Fri nge
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Festival, so anyone can cone nake a
show. W have shows at 110 venues
every Septenber over the city.
Last year found us doing 343 shows.
W engage with thousands of artists
and technicians on a daily and
annual basi s.

We | ook to nodel s of
ot her festivals around the worl d,
even around the country, and
t hey' ve becone a real economc
driver for the city as our festival
as well. W are in a very
difficult position of not being a
| ar ge enough organi zation |ike
Mural Arts to receive funding from
the city, but being too big for the
threshold for the Phil adel phia
Cul tural Fund. We have about a $2
mllion operating budget so we're
just over the threshold. And many
of ny coll eagues are in that
position as well. So it means

we're currently getting no funding
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fromthe city and just had our
funding cut at the federal |evel.

So that is ny plea
today, that you woul d reconsider
additional funding in the Cty
budget that goes beyond the PCF
threshold to hel p out organizations
i ke us who are really being
attacked at a federal |evel right
now. Thank you so nmuch for your
tinme.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DOBROWBKY: M nane
is Tyl er Dobrowsky and |I'm one of
the Artistic Directors at
Phi | adel phi a Theat er Conpany based
at the Suzanne Roberts Theatre
right here on Broad Street. W are
cel ebrating our 50th anniversary
this year. W this year received a
$50, 000 grant fromthe National
Endowrent for the Arts to produce a
brand new nusi cal inspired by

interviews with Phil adel phia health
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care workers and cancer patients.
We brought the show directly into
hospitals, community centers and
libraries across the city

conpl etely free of charge so that
anyone facing cancer could
experience the show regardl ess of
where they lived, how nuch noney
they had or whether they were in
active treatnent.

This project only
happened because we believed in
good faith the NEA support would
cone through. Now, after we've
al ready finished the project and
spent the noney the NEA is wal ki ng
away fromthat commtnent. At a
time when the arts are fighting to
survive, this feels |ike nore than
a funding cut. It feels like a
bet rayal .

That's why we're asking
the Gty of Philadel phia to step in

today. | know how lonely it could
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be to care for a | oved one
afflicted wwth cancer. |'msure
sonme in the roomdo too. | also
know how powerful it is to sit in a
roomw th others who know t hat | oss
and how inportant it is to |augh,
to cry, to find conmunion with each
other in a shared experience.
Theater creates that space. It
gives us the chance to feel |ess
al one, to feel seen, to feel human.
The arts aren't a
| uxury. They are a public good.
And if the federal governnent is
abdicating its responsibility to
fund the arts, then we nust take it
up here at honme. Philadelphia is
one of the greatest art cities in
the country. W are urging our
el ected officials to increase
funding for the arts now when we
need it nost so it stays that way.

Thank you for your tinme.

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | want to -- excuse ne,
sir. Just real quick. | just want
to thank you for the work that you
do with the Suzanne Roberts Center,
which is | ocated on the Avenue of
the Arts in the 2nd Council manic
District. | learned recently that
that's the famly of Brian Roberts
as well. That's naned after his
nom act ual | y.

And so, | know a | ot of
work that they do in terns of the
arts along Avenue of the Arts. And
it's a great theater so keep up the
good work. Thank you very nuch.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: And | al so
wanted to call up the next panel,
Fabi ol a Davil a, Jan LaSuer, Phoebe
Bachman and Patrick Houston.

M5. GOLDENBERG. Hell o.

I''m Lee Gol denberg. [|'mthe
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Managi ng Director of the WInm
Theater al so on Avenue of the
Arts --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ckay.

M5. GOLDENBERG  Yeah.
Thank you - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: 1st Council manic District
on the east side of Broad. Ckay.

M5. GOLDENBERG  Yes,
just on the other side. Exactly.
But we serve all of the city.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes, you do.

M5. GOLDENBERG  Thank
you all for your time, and | just
want to thank all of ny incredible
col | eagues, the comunity of
artists. I'mjust so noved to hear
all of you tal k about the work you
do.

This tine |ast year you

may renenber that | was here in
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t hese chanbers with ny coll eague

Li ndsay smling as you, Council,
proudly recognized the Wlim is
Philly's first regional theater
Tony Award wi nner. This honor cane
with proclamations fromall |evels
of governnent, our nonment in the
national spotlight and | ots of
shared joy with our conmunity of
artists and audi ences.

And yet in that year the
Wl ma has not received a single
dollar fromthe Cty of
Phi | adel phia. W're supported at
the state | evel by the Pennsylvania
Council on the Arts for general
operati ons and RACP for nuch-needed
bui | di ng upgr ades.

Qur only source of
federal funding, as you' ve heard,
the National Endowrent for the Arts
resci nded our grant too on May 2nd
al ongsi de dozens of coll eagues

| ocal 'y and hundreds nati onw de.
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This was $25,000 spent in
accordance with the guidelines on
our production of the Half God of
Rai nfall, a beautiful play that ran
on our stage in February. And we
were sinply waiting for the
rei mbursenent that will now never
cone.

We know that arts in
Phi | adel phi a nust exi st as an
ecosystem As such, we are
grateful that Council supports the
Phi | adel phia Cultural Fund and the
[llum nate the Arts program W
are grateful for Creative
Phi | adel phia and the Cultural Pl an
I n devel opnent under Val Gy's
| eadership. W appreciate that
arts organi zati ons, including Miral
Arts, receive direct funding
t hrough ot her prograns. And you
have denonstrated that you believe
the arts contribute to a thriving

Phi | adel phia. And yet dozens of
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m d-si ze organi zations |ike the
Wl ma, who pay mllions each year
in direct wages to city residents
and generate mllions nore in
econom c inpact, are |eft out of
this city budget.

You can choose your own
reason to support the arts because
there are so many of them W
provide arts progranms in public
schools. W conbat the | oneliness
epidemc. W cultivate spaces for
free expression and conpl ex
conversations at a tinme when our
First Anendnent rights are under
threat, or maybe you just |ike that
we drive tourism keep streets safe
at night, fill restaurants and
par ki ng | ots.

What ever your reason, |
encourage Council to increase
support of the arts. This request
is for this year at a critical tinme

for us and our country, and this is

Page 328

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

a request for ongoi ng dedicated
funding -- |I'mal nost done. The
arts are human infrastructure just
i ke housing or transit or schools,
and they all need support

accordi ngly.

We urge you to look to
peer cities, including Pittsburgh,
to devel op a dedi cated funding
streamfor arts and culture. |
| ook forward to being back in this
chanber for future cel ebrations of
our city's great arts conmunity.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

M5. MM LLAN:. Hell o.
Good afternoon. M nane is Casey
MMIlan. |I'mArtistic Director of
Inis Nua, a theater conpany here in
Center City. [Inis Nua produces
conpel l ing contenporary plays from

I rel and, Engl and, Scotl|land and
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Wal es.

These plays are the |lens
t hrough whi ch we expl ore inportant
I deas affecting Philadel phia right
now, econonm ¢ and education
i nequi ty, changi ng nei ghbor hoods,
heal th care and housing insecurity,
addi ction. W believe that seeing
our challenges reflected in the
context of other cultures gives us
as Phi | adel phi ans new insight into
our own conflicts and our
opportunities.

We produce four shows a
year for over 5000 patrons annually
and we do it all with a full- and
part-time staff of only four
because we drive nmuch of our budget
going to dozens of freel ance
artists who are our backbone.

We're a small conpany with real
I npact. Because unlike cities
where | arge and snmall theaters

rarely intersect, small conpanies
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like Inis Nua are key contributors
to Phil adel phia's ecosystem
sustaining artists' careers and
all owi ng diverse artistic community
to put down roots, to buy hones, to
raise famlies, to be civic
partici pants.

Wi le we were not anong
t hose who had funding rescinded
| ast week, we currently have an
application out to the NEA, $15, 000
of critical funding for next
season. And given the federa
governnent's |ikely demands that we
renounce our conmtnment to
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, we
will be forced to w thdraw our
application as it underm nes
initiative Inis Nua's val ues and
our comm tment to a vibrant,
di ver se Phi | adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

M5. McM LLAN:.  Thank

you. We have to stick with our
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val ues --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Tine out, pause. | w sh
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er was
down here. And | see Council nenber
Dr. N na Ahmad and ny col | eagues
took the task certain institutes of
hi gher education, notably the
Uni versity of Pennsyl vani a,
unfortunately ny alm mater, for
not standing up and speaking truth
to power when it conme to diversity,
equity and inclusion. So they
could take a page out of your book
and know what standing up to bully
stands for.

So | just want to
personal ly just say thank you
because you said, we w thdrew our
application because that's not what
we represent in terns of noving
forward and their restrictions on
DEI. So thank you for just

st andi ng up.

Page 332

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

(Appl ause.)
M5. MM LLAN:.  Yes.

Thank you, Council President
Johnson. [It's now where we have to
live our values. That's their job
and that's the job of theater. But
this loss of federal funding is
likely to affect passthrough
funding offered by the state as
well, and that would nean a total
| oss of nore than 15% of our annual
budget next year nmaking it possible
to do our work, to plan, and that
represents jobs for Phil adel phi ans
and | oss of our econom c and
artistic inpact.

Thank you, Council, for
supporting the Phil adel phia
Cul tural Fund. Their support has
been vital to maintaining
operations for us in this volatile
period. But with the loss of state
and federal funding, we ask you

pl ease wi ||l you deepen your
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commtnment to the arts right now
this year at this critical tinme.
Thank you so much for your
consi der ati on.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

M5. DAVI LA:  Good
af ternoon and thank you very nuch
for your tinme. M nane is Fabiola
Davila and |'m a Seni or Program
Associate with the Vera Institute
of Justice. I'mtestifying
regarding Bill 250196 or the
operating budget for Fiscal Year
2026, specifically the Ofice of
I mm grant Affairs under the
Managi ng Director's budget. |'ve
al so submtted witten testinony.

The Vera Institute urges
the City to support a $1.8 nillion
I nvestnent in the Pennsyl vani a
Imm grant Fam |y Unity Project or

PAI FUP. The Vera Institute al so
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urges the Gty to transition the
adm ni stration of PAIFUP fromthe
Nationality Service Center to the
Def ender Associ ati on of

Phi | adel phi a.

PAI FUP is a successful
publ i cly-funded programt hat
provi des | awers for inmmgrants
facing deportation. Unlike in the
crimnal |egal system people
faci ng deportation don't have the
right to an attorney if they can't
afford one. Since 2019, PAIFUP has
represent ed hundreds of
Phi | adel phi an resi dents.

PAI FUP has won | egal
relief for their clients, kept
fam lies together and hel ped
Phi | adel phians return to their
jobs. But the need for
representation is great and
requires increased funding.
Wthout a |lawer, immgrants are

nore vul nerable to Trunp's mass
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detention and deportation agenda.

His Adm ni stration has
I ssued executive actions that
expand the use of inmgration
detention, gut access to federally-
funded | egal progranms and vastly
expand i mm grati on enforcenent,
including right here in
Phi | adel phia. The city nust
i ncrease PAIFUP's funding to ensure
t hat Phi | adel phi ans who face
detention and deportation have a
nmeani ngf ul opportunity to defend
thensel ves and remain at hone with
their famlies.

The Vera Institute al so
supports the proposed transition of
the program adm nistration from
Nationality Service Center to the
Def ender Association. Wth the
Nationality Service Center's ful
support, the Defender Association
woul d use the increased funding to

create an inmgration unit that
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speci alizes in deportation defense.

My organi zation, the
Vera Institute, oversees the safe
networ k which is a national network
of publicly-funded deportation
def ense prograns. And we have seen
this nodel be very successful
within other large public defenders
of fices in places |ike New York
San Franci sco and Cook County,
[1linois. W urge Philadelphia to
protect immgrant communities by
increasing its investnent in PAlIFUP
to 1.8 mllion in Fiscal Year 2026
and by transitioning this inportant
programto the Defender
Associ ation. Thank you again for
your tinme.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

MR. HOUSTON: Good
afternoon. M nane is Patrick

Houston. Thank you for this
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opportunity to testify, and I
noti ced many of the Council menbers
have been here all day. That's
deeply appreciated. Tal k about
public service, sitting in these
chairs all day and |listening to our
t esti noni es.

|"m here testifying on
behal f of the housing equity repair
and electrification for Cimte
Justice Coalition, Here for Cinmate
Justice. The Here for Cimte
Justice Coalition brings together
comuni ty organi zati ons, hone
repair providers, workforce and
communi ty devel opnent partners and
climate justice groups across
Phi | adel phia to fight for safe,
af fordable, fossil-free housing for
all.

W urge Gty Council to
provide $10 nmillion for the
Phi | adel phi a Energy Authority and

the Built to Last Whol e Hone Repair
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program Built to Last is a

popul ar, effective and uni que
program servi ng hundreds of

| ow-i ncone Phil adel phi a househol ds
wi th essential hone repair and
energy efficiency services.

The programis a
critical conplenment to the Basic
System Repair Program Built to
Last fills critical gaps that BSRP
does not cover. Phil adel phia needs
both Built to Last under the
Phi | adel phia Energy Authority and
BSRP. Defundi ng Phil adel phi a
Energy Authority, as the mayor's
budget proposes, would be a step
backward for affordable, equitable,
synchroni zed hone repair and energy
efficiency services in
Phi | adel phi a.

Thousands of
Phi | adel phi ans are on the waitli st
for Built to Last. And here are

the nunbers district-by-district.
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These are the waitlist nunbers, the
nunbers you're about to hear.
District 1 Squilla's, 92 on the
wai tlist.

District 2 Johnson, 226.
District 3 Gauthier, 425. D strict
4 Jones, 366. District 5 Young,
254. District 6 Driscoll, 114.
District 7 Lozada, 312. District 8
Bass, 445. District 9 Philli ps,
348. District 10 ONeill, 35. In
total, 2617 | ow i ncome househol ds
across Phil adel phia are on the
waitlist for the Built to Last
program Many Phil adel phi ans apply
to this program because they know
how t horoughly it has al ready
served hundreds of famli es.

Lastly, the Here for
Climte Justice Coalition wants to
express gratitude to those
Counci | renbers who have expressed
support for this programin varying

ways. Counci |l nenbers Johnson,
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Gaut hi er, Young, O Rourke, Ahnad,
Landau and Brooks, please keep that
up, all of Cty Council. W are
counting on you to nake sure we can
fight for a livable future where
every Phil adel phi an can enjoy | ower
energy bills, critical repairs and
a safe and healthy place to call
home. Pl ease secure this $10
mllion for the Built to Last
program t hrough the Phil adel phi a
Energy Authority. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Also want to
call up the next panel at this
time. Julian Burnett, Sam Tower,
Chri stopher Setz-Kelly, Jaritsa
Her nandez Orsi ni .

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

M5. LeSUER: Hell o.
Thank you, Council President
Johnson and Council. M nane is

Jan LeSuer. |I'mfromthe 8th

Page 341

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

District and I'm here representing
the Friends of the Free Library of
Phi | adel phia. |'m president of the
Friends of the Chestnut Hil

Li brary.

| think we all
under stand and recogni ze the
i nportance of libraries. | want to
enphasi ze that they' re nore
I nportant now than ever. W still
are feeling the fallout of the
effects of the COVID period for our
kids in school. And the advent of
Al and high tech things, it's nore
I nportant than ever that we have
educati onal opportunities and
pl aces for study, for reflection
and for learning to exist.

We have these
institutions, these branches within
our communities. They are
suffering and we should not |et
t hem becone stranded resources.

They're there. W need their
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support and they wll be used if we
continue to have them

| was here this norning
and heard the staff conpl ain about
not havi ng enough to do their work.
And fromthe public side, we fee
that very strongly. There is
not hi ng nore di sappoi nting or
di spiriting than wal ki ng or taking
the bus or biking up to your | ocal
library only to find that once and
again it is closed. This happens
far too frequently across the city,
particularly in communities that
need the resource nore than ever
and may not have those in the hone.

What are the causes of
this? Staff shortages which was
brought up this norning. W were
prom sed Saturday hours. That | ust
hasn't happened. Too often the
l'ibraries are cl osed because
sonebody is sick or because the air

quality in the library is not good.
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The ot her things that go
on are air-conditioning is not
sufficient. W know that these
have provi ded shelter and cooling
spaces for the public in the
summers and too often in the winter
the boilers aren't working. So
these kind of -- we don't need new
bui | dings. W just need regul ar,
consi derate mai ntenance of them

And, 1 ook, thank you
very nuch for listening to us and
| ook forward to working with you in
the future. | have to say the
staff has been very supportive of
the librarians thenselves, they're
terrific. They're comunity-
oriented. They want to do their
best. They have fantastic
pr ogr ans.

W' ve worked with the
capital inprovenents. Ty Dupass
has been fantastic. They just need

the funding for staff and for
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materials. | want to thank
Counci | menber Bass in particul ar.
W' ve had partyi ng going on outside
the Chestnut Hill Library. There's
been defecation and tissues |eft
and liquor bottles, and her staff
was just terrific and getting that
cl eaned up. And thank you very
much for your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch.
Thank you, Council nenber Bass.

Al right. Please state
your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony. And
we ask that you please keep it to
two m nutes because we have a few
addi ti onal w tnesses who are here.
Thank you.

M5. BACHVAN.  Thank you.
My name is Phoebe Bachman. It is
great to be with you all today.
Thank you so nmuch, Council, for

sticking it out. |'mapparently
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No. 96 so |I'mi npressed.

So sone of you may know
me fromny work with Miural Arts. |
work in a couple of different
fashions with them | work in
Restorative Justice as well as the
Peopl e's Budget O fice. And today
|'"'mgoing to speak to you
specifically about the People's
Budget O fi ce.

We're a project that
ainms to imgi ne what a fully-funded
city could look |ike. W use
public art education and advocacy
to enpower residents to engage in
t he budgeting process. W
facilitate Budget 101 and 201
wor kshops, teachi ng Phil adel phi ans
about the city budget both in
nei ghbor hoods and online. W run
an interactive office at LOVE ParKk,
and we created a survey that
captures how peopl e feel about the

budgeti ng process and what they

Page 346

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

want to see funded.

Unknown, opaque,
obscure, confusing; these are the
words that we hear over and over
agai n when we ask Phil adel phi ans
what is one word that cones to m nd
when you think about the city
budget. Overwhel m ngly,
respondents to our survey tell us
they don't know how to get invol ved
and they don't feel like their
voi ces matter

You have said on your
mai l ers, billboards and in emails
that this is your city, your
budget. But at this point in the
budgeti ng process, the public can
only do so nuch. Under the
previ ous adm ni stration, we worked
closely with the Gty's Budget
Ofice and there was a wi |l lingness
to reinmagine the City's budget
process fromthe beginning. They

pil oted participatory budgeting,
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which has later transfornmed into
intimate focus groups.

These opportunities are
not only vital for residents but
also for Gty Hall to gather
nuanced feedback that cannot al ways
be captured through public
testinony. The City budget process
can and should change. It should
be a people-first approach inforned
by engagenent. W are asking for
the Gty to invest in a true
participatory budgeting plan that
al | ows Phi | adel phian's voices to be
integrated into every step of the
City budget, which includes the
formati on of the docunents
t hensel ves and the priorities and
| enses that guide the process.

The Gty should allocate
funding specifically for direct
partici patory budgeting, host
regul ar feedback sessions on the

City budget, restore these
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budgeting for racial equity and add
an environnmental justice budgeting
| ens.
We often say that the
City budget is an ecosystem W
each play a role in making it
possi ble. W can work together to
make sure that the budgeting
process i s transparent, accessible
to ensure that all Phil adel phians
regardl ess of background, age or
experience can have a say in how
their city is built and resourced.
And | just want to say
t hank you too so nuch to the
Counci | renbers who have worked with
us in this process. A special
t hank you to Council nenbers Brooks
O Rour ke, Gaut hier, Bass, Landau.
It's really been a pl easure working
with you and we hope to continue it
in the future

(Appl ause.)
MR, SETZ- KELLY: Good
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afternoon. My nane is Christopher
Setz-Kelly. |'ma Mnaging
Attorney at Hi ghest Pennsyl vani a.
I'"'malso a resident of District 1.
Hi ghest Pennsylvania is one of the
region's immgration | egal services
agencies. On behalf of Hi ghest PA,
I"'mwiting to urge the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to increase funding in
the 2026 budget for deportation
defense | egal services by investing
$1.8 mllion in the Pennsylvania
Imm grant Famly Unity Project also
known as PAI FUP under the general
budget Bill 250196.

Mysel f and ny
organi zation al so support the
Def ender Association's proposal to
take over this program as the
fiscal sponsor and honme of the
PAI FUP program PAIFUP is a
program t hat provi des no-cost | egal
representation to nenbers of

Pennsyl vania's i mmgrant community
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t hat had been detai ned by
I mm gration and Custons Enforcenent
al so known as | CE

Addi tional funding for
FY2026 woul d al l ow PAIFUP to
increase its staffing in a nonent
when the Trunp adm ni stration has
prioritized the arrest and
deportation of our inmm grant
comuni ty menbers. Legal
representation for those who are
detained by ICE is critical to
protecting immgrant famli es.
Oten it is the primary breadw nner
that is detained by ICE. Wen this
occurs, the famly is left wthout
financial support until the
I ndi vidual is released.

The Vera Institute
reports that immgrants with an
attorney are 3.5 tines nore likely
to be rel eased on bond. Thus,
supporting universal representation

prograns |ike PAIFUP is one of the
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best ways to ensure that famlies
remai n i ntact and stay out of
poverty.

The other |egal benefits
of | egal representation are
nunerous. | CE often institutes
renmoval proceedi ngs agai nst | ong-
term permanent residents who are
not deportabl e under governing | aw.
Oten it is only an inexperienced
immgration attorney that can
identify those chargi ng m stakes by
| CE and intervene to prevent an
unj ust deportation.

| al so support the
transition of the PAIFUP programto
t he Def ender Association of
Phi | adel phia. Moving the program
out of a coll aborative patchwork of
smal | nonprofit agencies and into
t he Defender Association wll make
the program nore sustainable in the
future and would align with

deportati on defense prograns housed
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i n public defender offices of
several other big cities, including
New Yor k and Chi cago.

| ve represented
detained immgrants in both private
practice and now wi th Hi ghest PA
| can attest that nost inmmgrants
det ai ned by | CE cannot afford
private counsel to represent them
Prograns |ike PAIFUP are critical
for ensuring due process and | urge
City Council to allocate $1.8
mllion to PAIFUP in 2026 and
support the nove of the programto
t he Defender's Association. Thank
you for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

M. TONER  Good
afternoon, Council nenbers. Thank
you for your attention. Thank you
for staying sone extra tinme. Let's
I magi ne a couple m nutes ago we
were hearing fromall those arts

and cul ture workers. I|"mhere to
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advocate for them

My nanme i s Samant ha
Tower. |'ma West Phil adel phi a
honmeowner and constituent of
District 4. 1'mthe Executive
Director of Stockton Rush Bart ol
Foundation as well as a theater
artist, an educator and a cul tural
producer and advocat e.

| made ny hone in
Phi | adel phia for the last 19 years
since | noved here to go to
Uni versity of the Arts. As a
private foundation, Stockton Rush
Bart ol Foundati on provi des grants
to small and nmedi um nonprofits who
provide arts education to
communities they're in deep
relationship wth.

We of fer trauma-inforned
training to i ndependent teaching
artists who work in and out - of -
school tine and operate prograns in

community spaces and activate
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l'ibraries and recreation centers.
The educators we serve are vita
changemakers in their comuniti es,
provi ding youth and adults across
the city with access to traditional
cultural art forms, valuable life
skills and a supportive place to
grow and | earn outside of work and
school. The demand on our arts
educators is massive and it is only
getting bigger as nore resources
are cut from ot her areas.

Qur conmunities benefit
enornmously fromclear and direct
resources for the comunity arts,
so that means initiatives like the
Nei ghbor hood Arts Program the
[I'lumnate the Arts Fund and the
Phi | adel phia Cultural Fund. So |
t hank you for maintaining the
stability in those prograns through
Creative Phil adel phia. They also
rely on a fully-funded SEPTA

transportati on systemto get to and
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from worKk.

| want to reiterate what
nmy col | eagues nenti oned about the
| oss of the NEA funding and it's
begun to affect our independent
arts educators who al ready have
precari ous access to resources, who
are gig workers and contract
workers. | was going to tell you
about all the amazing inpact that
they're making, but I'mgoing to
keep that short now.

So what inpact for us
| ooks like is young people in North
Phi | adel phia practicing bonba,
young peopl e in Northwest
Phi | adel phi a studying theater in a
church, veterans com ng together to
wite poetry, a collective of Black
woren fil nmakers sharing creative
entrepreneurial skills, young
peopl e in South Phil adel phi a
studyi ng Canbodi an cl assi cal arts.

When young people ask ne -- I'm
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sorry. Wen | ask young people
what they want fromtheir city,
t hey al ways say safer places to
gather, and that is what our arts
educat ors provi de.

So | ask you to continue
I ncreasi ng support for the arts and
culture so that our young people
have a safe and supportive place to
go after school and outside of
wor k, and we have that 1.5 mllion
peopl e calling Phil adel phia hone.
Let's give them sone good, because
the presence of risk is bad but the
absence of good is devastating.
Thank you very nmuch for |istening
to ne.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: We have G eg
Hol st on, Latoya Ayers, Lisa
Boni tati bus, Jean Spence, Coll een
Ot, Andre Dawkins, Paulette
Wiitfield and Jereny Bl atstein.

(Wtnesses approached
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Wtness table.)

REVEREND HOLSTON: Good
afternoon. M nane is Reverend
Gregory Holston. I'mhere with the
Just Nation organi zation and al so a
menber of the Tax Advisory
Committee to the Tax Reform
Commi ssion. |I'mhere to talk
directly about Phil adel phi ans don't
need anot her tax cut or across-the-
board tax cut. It needs deeper
I nvestnent in the people who |ive
her e.

What we have recogni zed
over the last four years is that
i nvestnent in community works. W
took a situation on gun violence
that went from 563 hom cides to 260
| ast year and even |ower this year,
a 60-year | ow because we invested
$60 million, 30 mllion fromhere
in the Gty of Philadel phia,
another 30 mllion comng fromthe

state, an historical |evel of
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I nvest nent that we have never done
before and it produced results. It
i mredi ately started to reduce the
hom cides in the city, to reduce
crime in the city to nake us a

saf er pl ace.

Public safety is al
about investnent. W had only --
we had | ess than 1000 officers that
were not available for us during
that whole tinme period. W had the
| onest nunber of police officers we
ever had and we still reduced gun
vi ol ence.

So what does that nean?
That neans if you do taxes and you
do an across-the-board tax cut of
$1.3 billion, you're taking those
dollars out of the city that could
be used for investnent. W can
really start tal king about | ooking
at 0 as a real nunber for gun
violence if we double that $60

mllion investnment or tripled it
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I nstead of noving a tax cut for 1.3
trillion -- 1.3 billion.

And even that 1.3
billionis only going to create
13, 000 jobs according to the PA
Policy Center, it is not going to
produce the kind of jobs that we're
al ready producing in this city.

The | ast 10 years we' ve produced
200, 000 new jobs. So we're not a
basket-job case. W are creating
jobs. We are nmaking a difference
here in this city.

But if we really want to
address long-term poverty, if we
really want to address Bl ack and
Brown poverty in the city, we need
direct investnent in Black and
Brown communities. W need to
support directly Black and Brown
smal | busi nesses and we can do it.

As one professor said,
and |' m done, one professor from

Tenpl e University said it this way,
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you're trying to solve a probl em of
busi ness with a hatchet when if you
just could use a scal pel, you could
get a whole lot nore done. W do
not have to destroy our city budget
to be able to build businesses and
at the sane tine build safety in
our conmunity. Thank you so nuch

(Appl ause.)

M5. OIT: Good evening,
Counci | nrenber Ri chardson and
everybody else who is here. |I'm
going to utilize nmy ADA right and
have ny phone speak again for ne.
But it won't be as long as April.
|"mthe autistic founder of the
Autistic Art Coalition of
Phi | adel phi a, sone Council nenbers
know, which is also a nonprofit.

W are a community
partner of Miural Arts Phil adel phi a.
Qur programm ng can be found on
Tuesdays in the Mural Arts Tacony

Lab Community Arts Center from 6: 00
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to 8:00 in the evenings or on
Thursdays in Liberty Resources from
1: 00 to 2:30.

| am al so one of the
founding core nenbers of City Year
of Phil adel phia, an Anerica Corps
program during ny service year in
1997, 1998 with Council President
Johnson. | served with Mural Arts
Phi | adel phia. Back in the day City
Year wasn't just only in the
school s of Phil adel phi a.

During this year of
service, | had | earned so nmuch from
scouting walls on rainy and
overcast days just like this day in
North, South, East and West to
getting up on the scaffol ding the
old way and painting a nural from
start to finish, doing the grid
work, first for the artist to
of fi ce paperwork for Jane ol den.
And then on bright and sunshiny

days, | would get up on the
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scaffol ding versus with the
parachute cloth today with the
artist and volunteer and paint. |
even hel ped during the Presidenti al
Sunmit in 1998.

Mural arts and wor ki ng
with is one of the nost wonderful
feelings ever for this Philadel phia
right here in ny hometown, the city
| love no matter what. Mirals also
help with nental health matters
t 0o.

Later on inlife | did
go to art school. | ama
pr of essi onal photographer. During
that tinme, | did still occasionally
paint. Today | amthe autistic
founder and CEO of the Autistic Art
Coal ition of Phil adel phi a because
of ny lived experience directly
with Miural Arts.

Keep hearing about this
current Adm nistration taking on

the art sector. Since Philadel phia
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is known for its art, whether it's
singi ng, drawi ng, painting or just
being a nural capital of the world,
| still see a | ot of sore spots.

As an autistic individual who picks
up the detail that others don't,
and maybe you do but you just don't
know what to do about it, nowis
the time to do sonething about it.
Now is the time to do those not-so-
easy projects.

Now is the tine to
rebeautify the city as we know
because | know for nyself that a
communi ty mural brings together
nei ghbors who m ght not necessarily
cone together. W have the ability
as Phil adel phia fans from what |
have noticed during |large scale
events |ike when the Pope cane,

Phi | adel phia pulled it off.

| think that it is

i nperative that we act on the arts

and not shut it down. | think it's
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I nperative that we turn out the
spi ce and show the world who we
are. Cone on now, the 250th is
comng. FIFAis comng. Nowis
the tinme to act. Nowis the tine
to invest in the arts, not take
away the arts. Oh, and | al so
support Vision Zero. Have a great
day. Peace.

(Appl ause.)

M5. SPENCE: Hello. M
name is Jeannie H Spence. | am
t he Executive Director of the JSJ
Food Bank. | amthe first
regi stered nurse woman-| ed
organi zation for the SFSP program
sponsor, which is the Summer Food
Servi ce Program sponsor, and a
Child and Adult Care Food Program
sponsor.

| have been approved by
t he Pennsyl vani a Departnent of
Education to provide Healthy M nds

Heal thy Hearts programw th the
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Free Philadelphia libraries. It's
a no-cost service. It helps
provide nutritional education for
students and their famli es.

The JSJ Food Bank is
here to help. W discussed the
different increased tax cuts and
t he budget cuts. However, we are
here to help the snmall | oca
busi nesses t hrough product
pur chasi ng, through food
pur chasi ng, through hiring | ocal
chefs to help with our nutritiona
educati onal prograns.

However, we are eager to
render these services to the Free
Phi | adel phi a Library, but it has
been difficult wth navigating the
bureaucracy. But despite the
frustrations, the ongoing emails, |
can definitely say that I|saiah
Thomas, Counci |l nenber At-Large, and
Quet cy Lozada has been extrenely

hel pful wi th understandi ng how to
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maneuver the process and we are
here to help the Free Libraries of
Phi | adel phi a.

So ny issue raised is
how can we have a solidified
agreenent or sone type of
partnership accessible to
under stand the policies and
processes for nonprofit
organi zations that is just here to
help the city. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BONI TATI BUS: Thank
you for being here. M nane is
Li sa Bonitati bus and |I' m speaki ng
on behal f of Toxic Free Philly, a
broad coalition urging you to fully
fund Parks and Recreation,
especially to support the
transition away fromtoxic
her bi ci des and towards full
conpliance with the Heal thy Qutdoor
Publ i ¢ Spaces | aw.

Twel ve years ago | was
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di agnosed with Stage 3 breast
cancer. Today it's Stage 4 and
i ncurable. M surgeon told ne it
i kely came from exposure to
chem cal s, chemi cals such as
A yphosate and 24D, the sane
pesticides the City reports
spraying over 16 tons in our parks.
That's per year, not per day.

These are endocri ne-
di srupting chemcals. They don't
just stay on the weeds. They
contam nate the air, soil and
water. M oncol ogi st says flat out
we shoul d not be spraying. MW
story is becom ng nore conmon.
Cancer and chronic illness are on
the rise, and our public parks
shoul d never contribute to that
har m

Al'l due respect for the
good things that Parks and
Recreati on does, the public nust be

served w thout poisoning us. W

Page 368

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

ask Gty Council to fully fund
Parks and Recreation so they can
protect public health, protect city
wor kers and conply with the | aw you
passed. Let's make Philly cl ean
and green by making it toxic free.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR BLATSTEIN: No
goof bal | s? Ckay. Good afternoon,
Counci | President, nenbers of City
Council. My nane is Jereny
Blatstein. 1'mhere to speak about
the 2026 budget and Mayor Parker's
HOME Initiative.

The Mayor's Housi ng pl an
identifies the right goal,
expandi ng housi ng opportunities.

But the current structure spreads
nmoney across too nmany prograns

wi t hout maki ng a neani ngful dent in
supply. If we're serious about

sol ving Phil adel phia's affordabl e

housing crisis, we need to focus
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| ess on short-term assi stance and
nore on | ong-term production.

Ri ght now too nuch of
the HOME. Initiative is demand
si de, vouchers, repair prograns,
rental assistance. These are
i nportant, but they don't create
new hones. They chase too few
units with too many dollars. That
only drives up prices.

What Phi | adel phi a needs
IS a supply side engine, a
revolving |l oan fund dedicated to
financi ng new af f ordabl e housi ng
construction. This isn't
specul ative. |It's been proven to
work in places |ike Mntgonery
County, Maryland, where a revolving
fund has created thousands of units
and paid itself back over tine.
It's a fiscally-responsible
approach that turns one-tine
dollars into pernanent sol utions.

Let's stop putting band-aids on a
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supply problem Let's build.

| urge this Council to
all ocate real capital, $100
mllion, into a revolving | oan fund
as part of the 2026 budget. If we
want results, we need to stop
subsi di zing scarcity and start
i nvesting in production.

A few nore quick points:
Stop gaslighting the public when it
cones to the Phil adel phia Sheriff's
Ofice. D sband it. Do not give
it another dollar. Jobs, jobs,
jobs. Need to create a better
environnent for businesses. End
the BIRT and Use & Occupancy. It
isn't about billionaires. It's
about smal | busi nesses.

Gow Philly to 2 mlli.
Wy 2 mlli? That's what the
popul ati on of Phil adel phia was in
1950. Today we are at a popul ation
of 1.6 mllion. How? Upzone

transit corridors, end parking

Page 371

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee O The Whol e
05/ 14/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

m ni muns and CMX-3 as well. Bring
back the tax abatenent. Change the
RCQO br oken ZBA process. Cut red
tape. And of course, we're talking
about SEPTA. Fund SEPTA. It's
crucial for our city. It is the
lifeline of so many peopl e who get
around it and ride their ride.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

| s there anyone el se
here to provide public testinony on
t he FY26 budget ?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thi s concludes the public
nmeeting of the Commttee of the
Whol e to consider the FY26 budget.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion of the
public hearing and neeting on the

bills and resolution before the
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Comm ttee today stand in recess --
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| just had a question in
regards to call backs next week.
Madam Chair for Health and Human
Services and | were just conferring
on the recent information regarding
Departnent of Human Services. W
just wanted to nake sure that there
was going to be an opportunity to
have t hem cone back?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | don't think we have it
on our schedule at this nonment, but
we can talk offline. | have a
recomendation in terns of how |
think best to address it.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you so nuch. Very good.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.
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The Chair recogni zes
Majority G lnore Richardson for a
notion that the public hearing and
neeting on the bills and resol ution
before the Conmttee today stand in
recess until Wednesday, June 4,
2025 at 9:00 a.m in Room400 City
Hal | .

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  So noved,

M. Chairman.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the public
hearing and neeting on the bills
and resol utions before the
Commttee today stand in recess
until Wednesday, June 4, 2025, at
9:00 a.m, Room 400, Gty Hall.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Commttee will stand
in recess until Wdnesday, June 4,
2025, at 9:00 a.m, which we wll
reconvene in Room 400. Thank you
very much. And, colleagues, thank
you for your very, very hard work
and your dedication show ng up as
we eval uate the FY26 proposed
budget .

(Commttee of the Wole

concluded at 4:45 p.m)
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