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 1                   -  -  -

 2             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Good

 3    morning, everybody.  I understand that

 4    state law currently requires that the

 5    following announcement be made at the

 6    beginning of every remote public

 7    hearing as follows:  Due to the

 8    current public health emergency, City

 9    Council Committees are currently

10    meeting remotely.  We are using

11    Microsoft Teams to make these remote

12    hearings possible.

13             Instructions for how the

14    public may view and offer public

15    testimony at public hearings of

16    Council Committees are included in the

17    public hearing notices that are

18    published in the Daily News,

19    Philadelphia Inquirer and Legal

20    Intelligencer prior to the hearings

21    and can also be found on

22    PHLCouncil.com.  I now note that the

23    hour has come.

24             Mr. Forster, will you please

25    call the roll to take attendance.
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 1    Members who are in attendance please

 2    indicate that you are present when

 3    your name is called.  Also, please say

 4    a few brief words when responding so

 5    that your image will be displayed on

 6    screen when you speak.

 7             THE CLERK:  Councilmember

 8    Brooks.

 9             COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Good

10    morning, Madam Chair, colleagues.  I

11    am present.

12             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Good

13    morning.

14             THE CLERK:  Councilmember

15    Gauthier.

16             COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Good

17    morning, Madam Chair and colleagues.

18    Present.

19             THE CLERK:  Councilmember

20    Johnson.

21                  (No response.)

22             THE CLERK:  Vice-Chair

23    Thomas.

24             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Good

25    morning, Madam Chair.  Good morning,
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 1    colleagues.  Good morning to the

 2    listening public.  I'm present.

 3             THE CLERK:  Good morning.

 4    And, Chairperson Gym.

 5             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  I am

 6    present.  Thank you.  A quorum of the

 7    Committee is present and this hearing

 8    is now called to order.  This is the

 9    public hearing of the Committee on

10    Children and Youth regarding Bill No.

11    220239 and Resolution No. 220436.

12    Prior to the Clerk reading the titles

13    of the legislation, I would like to

14    note for the record that Bill No.

15    220239 is being held.

16             Mr. Forster, will you please

17    read the title of the legislation

18    being considered today.

19             THE CLERK:  Resolution No.

20    220436, authorizing the Committee on

21    Children and Youth to hold hearings

22    addressing the findings of the Enough

23    is Enough Students Against Gun

24    Violence Campaign survey, which aims

25    to address the experiences of
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 1    Philadelphia High School students

 2    surrounding gun violence in the City.

 3             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you.

 4    Before we begin to hear testimony from

 5    the witnesses we have for today,

 6    everyone who has been invited to the

 7    meeting to testify should be aware

 8    that this is a public hearing.  It is

 9    being recorded.  And because the

10    hearing is public, participants and

11    viewers have no reasonable expectation

12    of privacy.  By continuing to be in

13    the meeting, you are consenting to

14    being recorded.

15             Additionally, prior to

16    recognizing Members for the questions

17    or comments they have for witnesses, I

18    will note for the record at this time

19    that we will use the chat feature

20    available in Microsoft Teams to allow

21    Members to signify that they wish to

22    be recognized.  In order to comply

23    with the Sunshine Act, the chat

24    feature must only be used for this

25    purpose and solely by City
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 1    Councilmembers.  And (inaudible) --

 2             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

 3    Mr. Clerk, this is Vice-Chair Thomas.

 4    Did our Chair lose Internet -- there

 5    she is.  Never mind.

 6             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  A little

 7    bit of a technical glitch.  My

 8    apologies, everybody.

 9             Before we begin, I would like

10    to invite our Council sponsor to make

11    some opening remarks and to welcome

12    our guests, especially the young

13    people who are present today.

14    Councilmember Thomas.

15             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

16    you, Madam Chair.  And I can

17    completely relate to the technical

18    issues yesterday.  Technology defeated

19    me so I understand.

20             Good morning, everyone.  Good

21    morning, colleagues.  And most

22    importantly, good morning to the young

23    people who decided to join us today.

24    Madam Chair, I appreciate the

25    opportunity to just frame our
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 1    conversation.  I don't want to be too

 2    long-winded now because I know we're

 3    going to go in-depth, but the young

 4    people across the City of Philadelphia

 5    thought it was necessary for their

 6    voices to be heard and for their

 7    perspective to be communicated as it

 8    relates to the gun violence crisis

 9    that we're dealing with in the City of

10    Philadelphia and honestly all across

11    the country.

12             The perspective that young

13    people have, their lived experiences

14    and the things that they're going

15    through, it's something that none of

16    us can relate to.  While we might have

17    gone to the similar schools and we

18    grew up in similar neighborhoods, none

19    of us knows what it means to do these

20    things during the pandemic.  None of

21    us knows what it means to do these

22    things with the gun violence crisis

23    the way it is as well as a number of

24    other ills as it relates to the

25    society we live in.
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 1             Over the past week, I've been

 2    privileged enough to attend four

 3    different graduations, high school as

 4    well as middle school.  And out of the

 5    four graduations, I was able to attend

 6    not even including my own son's, three

 7    out of the four had gun violence as a

 8    part of the remarks as it relates to

 9    graduation.  I remember graduating

10    from high school 20 years ago.  This

11    year makes 20 years since I graduated

12    from high school.  And at my high

13    school graduation, gun violence wasn't

14    a topic.  And I'm pretty sure most of

15    the adults on this call right now can

16    relate to the perspective that I had

17    whereas though gun violence was not

18    something we discussed on the podium

19    as it relates to accomplishing one of

20    the most important things that you can

21    accomplish before the age of 18.

22             So what our young people are

23    going through today is unprecedented.

24    It's important that we give them

25    platforms like this to be able to
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 1    communicate their perspective and

 2    their opinion, and I'm excited to

 3    listen to not just the data and the

 4    findings from their research and their

 5    survey, but more importantly,

 6    recommendations as it relates to what

 7    we can do to improve the quality of

 8    life for them.

 9             Thank you, Madam Chair.  I

10    appreciate the opportunity to make a

11    few brief remarks.  And thank you to

12    all the young people who thought it

13    not robbery to be a part of this

14    conversation today even while they're

15    on summer break.

16             Thank you, Madam Chair.

17             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

18    so much, Vice-Chair Thomas.

19             Are there any other Members

20    who would like to make any opening

21    comments?

22                  (No response.)

23             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Seeing

24    none, I'll just welcome many of the

25    guests who are on here today.  Thank
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 1    you so much for being a part of this

 2    Committee hearing.  I want to thank

 3    Vice-Chair Thomas for his tremendous

 4    work in shining a light on youth

 5    voices.  He's done much more than

 6    making sure that he listens.  He's

 7    brought young people's voices to the

 8    highest levels of government and he is

 9    bringing it home.

10             This is why local government

11    has been created, to make sure that we

12    are responsive to, listening to,

13    shaped by and meeting the needs of the

14    constituents whom we serve right on

15    the ground.  We're not far away in

16    some other city doing our work.  We're

17    right here alongside all of you.

18             I want to thank especially

19    the young people who are on today.

20    Vice-Chair Thomas, I also did a number

21    of graduations.  We did seven

22    graduations this year, and I will

23    concur that many young people spoke

24    about a year that was filled with

25    enormous pride in their
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 1    accomplishments but also real concerns

 2    about the future.  And part of what we

 3    are doing today is to make sure that

 4    we open up space for young people to

 5    let them know, to let all of us --

 6    remind all of us actually that their

 7    voices right now, whether they're 8

 8    years old or 18 years old, is the most

 9    important time for them.

10             You're never going to walk

11    through the City again at age 16, and

12    how you feel and move through the City

13    right now is of the utmost importance,

14    ensuring that the City is a place of

15    opportunity, a place of security, a

16    place of joy, it's childhood, it's

17    youth.  That is our primary, primary

18    reason for many of us on this City

19    Council Committee, our primary reason

20    for even being in office.

21             So we look forward to the

22    testimony ahead and just honor

23    everybody who came forward.  And

24    again, thank you, thank you,

25    Vice-Chair Thomas for leading on this
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 1    work.

 2             Mr. Forster, will you please

 3    call the first panel we have to

 4    testify this afternoon on Resolution

 5    220436.

 6             THE CLERK:  Yes.  LaDeshia

 7    Maxwell.

 8             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Good

 9    morning, Ms. Maxwell.  Are you

10    connected and ready to proceed?

11             MS. MAXWELL:  Good morning,

12    Madam Chair.  Yes, I am.

13             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Great.

14    Thank you.  Please state your name for

15    the record and you may proceed with

16    your testimony.

17             MS. MAXWELL:  Hi.  My name is

18    LaDeshia Maxwell.  I'm Governor Tom

19    Wolf's Deputy Southeast Regional

20    Director and the Executive Director

21    for the Governor's Advisory Commission

22    on African American Affairs.  Governor

23    Wolf is unable to attend today's

24    hearing, but wanted to share the

25    following remarks:
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 1             I'm proud to join with

 2    students from all across Philadelphia

 3    to call for an end to gun violence,

 4    but Enough is Enough Students Against

 5    Gun Violence Campaign pull together

 6    the voices of the City's youth to call

 7    for change.  And I want you to know

 8    that I hear you.  I hear you and I

 9    will continue to fight for your right

10    to live, play and learn in peace.

11             You shouldn't have to beg

12    your legislators to keep you safe at

13    school.  We must close background

14    check loopholes, enact red flag laws,

15    add safe storage requirements and

16    strengthen mandatory reporting of lost

17    guns.  I'm proud of each and every one

18    of you for standing up and raising

19    your voices to call for change, and I

20    vow to keep standing with you.  Thank

21    you.

22             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

23    so much, Ms. Maxwell.

24             Are there any questions or

25    comments from members of the
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 1    Committee?

 2                  (No response.)

 3             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Seeing

 4    none --

 5             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Madam

 6    Chair --

 7             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Yes.

 8             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm

 9    sorry.  I'm just struggling a little

10    bit with the chat feature so I'm going

11    to go ahead and apologize for that.

12    That's my little technical issue and

13    I'll get it together.

14             I just wanted to say thank

15    you to LaDeshia who's here on behalf

16    of our Governor Tom Wolf.  And I was

17    just also hoping that LaDeshia would

18    be willing to make a few brief remarks

19    about the surplus that the state is

20    sitting on and some of the things that

21    the Governor might be doing to try to

22    advocate for those dollars to be

23    released.

24             We know that the state has a

25    multi-billion dollar surplus right
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 1    now.  We know that there are

 2    legislators in Harrisburg who don't

 3    want that money released for political

 4    reasons, while in the City of

 5    Philadelphia we're dealing with a

 6    number of different crises.  So before

 7    we let LaDeshia from Governor Wolf's

 8    Office go, again I wanted to say thank

 9    you and I was hoping you can give a

10    few remarks about the surplus of

11    dollars and what we can anticipate

12    here in Philadelphia.

13             MS. MAXWELL:  Thank you,

14    Councilmember Thomas, for the

15    question.  I am unable to talk about

16    the surplus because I am unsure.  But

17    I know that we are working on to

18    release a gun violence package of

19    about $35 million and I think a little

20    bit more.  I'll have the numbers -- I

21    can definitely get the numbers over to

22    your office.  But, yeah, I can't

23    discuss that.

24             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  No

25    problem.  No problem.  I just think
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 1    it's important -- first of all, again

 2    thank you for being here.  But I think

 3    it's important to put that information

 4    on the record that while we in

 5    Philadelphia are spread thin with a

 6    $5.6 billion budget, the Commonwealth

 7    of Pennsylvania has more than doubled

 8    that in a fund that they're

 9    essentially not using that we are

10    obligated to use based on the

11    requirements of federal stimulus

12    dollars.  So I just think that that's

13    important information to put out there

14    for the record.

15             And of course, thank you for

16    all the work that you're doing and we

17    appreciate you being here supporting

18    our young people this morning.  Thank

19    you.

20             MS. MAXWELL:  Thank you very

21    much.

22             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

23    very much, Vice-Chair Thomas.  And

24    I'll echo Vice-Chair Thomas' remarks.

25             Thank you very much,
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 1    Ms. Maxwell, for being here today to

 2    deliver the Governor's message.  And

 3    then of course as you know, you can

 4    feel our City and its needs and we

 5    firmly believe that handling gun

 6    violence is not only an urgent public

 7    safety issue, it's an economic

 8    security issue, it is a health issue,

 9    it is a children and youth issue.

10    It's a school's, an education issue,

11    there's no question.  So we appreciate

12    a concentration of effort around this.

13             If the state won't enact --

14    if our state legislature won't enact

15    commonsense gun laws, then they should

16    be directing money towards the

17    municipalities that are working hard

18    to heal our young people on the

19    ground, meeting needs and ensuring

20    that they are kept safe from harm.

21    But we appreciate so much your work on

22    that.  Thank you so much.

23             And, Mr. Forster -- are there

24    any other questions?  Before we close

25    out, are there any other questions for
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 1    Ms. Maxwell for Panel No. 1?

 2                  (No response.)

 3             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Great.

 4    Seeing none, Mr. Forster, will you

 5    please call the next panel to testify

 6    on the resolution.

 7             THE CLERK:  Asiyah Jones.

 8             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Good

 9    after --

10             MS. JONES:  Good morning.

11    How are you?

12             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Good

13    morning, Ms. Jones.  Are you

14    connected -- you're connected and

15    ready to proceed it appears.  So if

16    you could please state your name for

17    the record and then you may proceed

18    with your testimony.

19             MS. JONES:  Good morning,

20    everyone.  My name is Asiyah Jones.  I

21    am a recent graduate from La Salle

22    University in which I received both my

23    Bachelor's and Master's in Public

24    Health and I'm currently the Youth

25    Leadership and Advocacy Project
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 1    Coordinator at Care of Philadelphia.

 2             During my last year of

 3    graduate school, I had the pleasure of

 4    interning for Councilmember Isaiah

 5    Thomas to complete my practicum

 6    course.  Prior to this internship, I

 7    had taken an advocacy class in which I

 8    decided to focus on youth violence

 9    prevention, which ended up being a

10    topic that I quickly noticed I was

11    very passionate about.

12             The news continuously showed

13    young people being affected by gun

14    violence both as victims and

15    perpetrators.  Then outside of the

16    news unfortunately I began to attend

17    funerals, both of family and friends

18    around my age who had lost their lives

19    because of gun violence in our City.

20    When it was time to search for a

21    practicum site, I wanted to do

22    everything -- do something related to

23    gun violence prevention, but struggled

24    to find a space in which I wouldn't

25    just be an intern who filed papers



Children and Youth Committee 20 
6/15/2022 

Strehlow and Associates/LEXITAS 
215-504-4622

 1    away but really would be able to

 2    implement a project that could have an

 3    influence.

 4             Through my education, I began

 5    to notice how impactful the advocacy

 6    policy world was and decided to stop

 7    looking for sites with just a health

 8    view, but realize how much overall

 9    politics played in public health and

10    as a public health major finding a

11    place on the more political side

12    wasn't the usual idea, yes.

13             This made me remember that

14    Councilman Thomas' Chief of Staff had

15    given me her card.  And before

16    reaching out, I decided to do some

17    research to make sure that Councilman

18    Thomas' Office would be a good fit and

19    quickly noticed the agendas on both

20    specifically gun violence agenda and

21    the youth agenda posted on his

22    website.

23             I then reached out to Dom

24    Miller, Chief of Staff for Councilman

25    Thomas, to see how I could complete my
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 1    practicum with them and ensure that my

 2    project idea was a great fit for the

 3    office.  They were very supportive and

 4    willing to help.  So in August of

 5    2021, I began my internship and

 6    started to develop my practicum

 7    project plan.

 8             My main goal was to focus on

 9    getting Philadelphia High School

10    students involved in advocacy around

11    surrounding gun violence prevention by

12    allowing them to know that they have a

13    voice when it comes to decisions made

14    in their City, especially when the

15    issues are affecting their lives too.

16    My original practicum project plan was

17    to host a listening session with

18    Philadelphia High School students and

19    City Council around gun violence and

20    then provide a space to teach students

21    skills to advocate for themselves, an

22    issue they are passionate about.

23             A couple months into my

24    practicum, Sister Erica reached out to

25    Councilmember Isaiah Thomas' Office in
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 1    regards to a collab with starting the

 2    Enough is Enough campaign.  Isaiah's

 3    office immediately put me in contact

 4    with Sister Erica since my project

 5    idea was very similar and they thought

 6    that collaboration with the office

 7    would be a great idea.

 8             The collaboration was

 9    something important to myself and the

10    office because we often see so many

11    organizations doing similar things but

12    working separately instead of

13    combining forces for a stronger

14    outcome.  With the resources of the

15    office and the team that could focus

16    solely on this project, the results

17    ended up being better than we could

18    have imagined.  To officially begin,

19    we made the Steering Committee so we

20    began to contact Philadelphia High

21    Schools to request that they have two

22    students represent their schools in

23    the Enough is Enough campaign.

24             We then began weekly staff

25    meetings and bi-weekly meetings with
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 1    students.  During our second meeting,

 2    we had a goal of bringing in speakers

 3    from local organizations with the same

 4    goal of finding ways to prevent gun

 5    violence in our City.  After research

 6    in many organizations, I selected the

 7    Beloved Care Project to provide the

 8    students with a community-based

 9    organization in which the founder

10    Khalif will bring a personal and

11    relatable touch and then invite

12    CeaseFirePA, which who could give a

13    statewide perspective and give more

14    facts and statistics about gun

15    violence around PA.

16             During this time, Adam

17    Garber, the Executive Director for

18    CeaseFirePA, invited Enough is Enough

19    participants or students to

20    participate in their Advocacy Day in

21    which I was able to bring three

22    students along with me to come and

23    speak with Philadelphia

24    representatives about their

25    experiences as a young person in the



Children and Youth Committee 24 
6/15/2022 

Strehlow and Associates/LEXITAS 
215-504-4622

 1    City and their recommendations for

 2    change.

 3             After bringing back what we

 4    learned to the rest of the Steering

 5    Committee, the visit with the

 6    represent -- the rest of the Steering

 7    Committee, it was great to brainstorm

 8    effective recommendations for when we

 9    officially -- for when EIE finally

10    closed the survey launch.  For the

11    survey, the students for each school

12    had a question that they thought would

13    be good for the survey, when they went

14    through those questions -- as we went

15    through those questions as a larger

16    group and edited them and made sure

17    they were best and effective and ready

18    to send out.

19             After launching the survey,

20    after a few weeks students were able

21    to get over 1,000 responses from other

22    high school students.  I then brought

23    back those results to Councilman

24    Thomas and his staff, and they were

25    amazed by the results and suggested
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 1    that we introduce the resolution

 2    instead of just having legislative

 3    meetings which was the original plan.

 4             In order to ensure that this

 5    was done in the best way, the staff

 6    helped to thoroughly review the survey

 7    and were a huge part in hoping to

 8    cover the gaps and participants by

 9    reaching out to their networks from

10    the parts of the City that the nine

11    schools involved did not cover.

12    Northeast Philadelphia specifically

13    being one major blind spot, but it was

14    quickly resolved by the help of the

15    Thomas team.

16             By the end with the help all

17    around as the Enough is Enough

18    Campaign Committee along with the help

19    of the office of Councilmember Thomas,

20    the survey received over 1,300

21    respondents.  Seeing how many students

22    took the time to fill out that survey

23    has shown me how much young people do

24    care, and the results show that the

25    impact -- shows the impact of this
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 1    issue has on so many lives.  Although

 2    the policies and practices put into

 3    place to keep students safe are made

 4    with good intention, I learned from

 5    these students that just simply asking

 6    them what they will want to do and

 7    including them can make a huge --

 8    including them in the decisions can

 9    make a huge difference rather than

10    those older than them making decisions

11    based on what they think will be best.

12             Throughout my time in

13    Councilman Thomas' Office, I was able

14    to gain experience with reviewing and

15    editing resolutions which ultimately

16    allowed me to work with Councilman

17    Thomas' staff to write the resolution

18    for Enough is Enough, in which we were

19    so grateful for the cosponsors who

20    took the time to review this and

21    hopefully will continue to help us

22    make a change in the City.

23             After the introduction of the

24    resolution, the Councilman's staff

25    helped us to prepare for a rally at
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 1    City Hall.  His Communication Director

 2    played a huge part in gathering press

 3    to ensure that the students got the

 4    coverage that they deserved.  Spending

 5    the year with Councilman Thomas'

 6    Office was one of the best learning

 7    opportunities for me and allowed me to

 8    finish my PH degree successfully.  I

 9    even earned the Honorable Mention

10    Practicum Award for my degree having

11    such an impact on different people in

12    the City.

13             Isaiah and his staff

14    continuously allow young people to

15    have a voice and his office does

16    everything in their power to provide

17    you with the resources they need to be

18    successful.  And we are hopeful that

19    the work done between us young people

20    and City Council doesn't stop here.

21    Thank you.

22             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

23    so much, Ms. Jones, for your

24    incredible amount of work, your

25    dedication.  I know how fortunate
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 1    Councilmember Thomas was to have you

 2    in the office and for what you've been

 3    able to do.

 4             I had a few questions and

 5    then I will pass it on to other

 6    members of the Committee.  We are

 7    currently in budget session.  And in

 8    reading about some of the things that

 9    the Enough is Enough Coalition has

10    been talking about, there was a lot of

11    discussion about how little there is

12    for young people to find things to do.

13    And one of our questions is that we

14    don't have any rec centers or

15    libraries open on weekends, for

16    example, we're pushing for that.

17             So could you maybe talk a

18    little bit about what you think it

19    would mean to have more community

20    spaces for youth to go to, especially

21    on the weekends, to help address some

22    of the concerns that you've raised?

23             MS. JONES:  Yeah.  I think

24    opening rec centers is, like, one

25    great step, but also we have to think
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 1    about the children that may not be

 2    into sports, the children that may not

 3    be necessarily or figuring out things

 4    to do in the rec centers that aren't

 5    necessarily just sports, but sports

 6    are great.

 7             I noticed that one of the

 8    questions way back when we had our

 9    first call someone mentioned there's

10    nothing to do for fun here, like they

11    can't really go outside especially if

12    your parents are protective.  So

13    really I think it's just a matter of

14    us maybe speaking with the children to

15    find something to do.  And like, from

16    my side I know of a lot of

17    organizations and things that do

18    things for the youth, but then when we

19    bring it back to the Steering

20    Committee of high schoolers, they're

21    like we never heard of these things.

22             So whether it be

23    advertisement, the way things are

24    advertised, whether it's working with

25    the School District more, I think
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 1    there needs to be more conversation

 2    and collaboration from all parties

 3    that are trying to do something for

 4    the youth.  Because on the one side,

 5    we all know that we think that there's

 6    so much for them.  But from their

 7    perspective, I don't think that was

 8    shown as much.

 9             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  I think

10    you touched on a really important

11    point, which is that the City is

12    putting a lot of money towards anti-

13    violence programs and resources,

14    whether they come through non-profits

15    or through the City of Philadelphia's

16    government, but I think you're saying

17    that do you feel like students are

18    hearing about them enough, I think you

19    said no is the answer, that we're not

20    feeling it on the ground.

21             And I think you mentioned

22    that they don't really know, but do

23    you have any indication about whether

24    these services are hard to access to

25    say they do know about them?  Have you
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 1    heard about problems that young people

 2    have maybe in terms of identifying the

 3    desire to be part of them, but not

 4    being able to?

 5             MS. JONES:  Yeah, I'm not 100

 6    percent sure.  I just know from when

 7    we had talked, it was, like, from my

 8    work and research I had known of a lot

 9    of programs.  And even just the two

10    organizations that we brought back

11    that were doing something for gun

12    violence and wanted the youth

13    involved, we brought them back and it

14    was two organizations that are pretty

15    well-known in Philadelphia but not

16    well-known in the high school aspect.

17    So I think just trying to open that

18    communication.

19             And even I think the reason

20    they may not know is where the things

21    are advertised.  So most students are

22    in school, so we can get a way to make

23    sure that we are relaying those

24    messages to schools.  And really some

25    schools do provide students with way
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 1    more resources than others and we know

 2    that's the issue, so really making

 3    sure that that is fair across the

 4    board.

 5             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Great.

 6    Thank you so much.

 7             Vice-Chair Thomas.

 8             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

 9    you, Madam Chair.  I'm going to be

10    very brief.  I just want to say thank

11    you to Ms. Jones for her phenomenal

12    work as an intern in my office.  Her

13    testimony today was moving.  And just

14    thinking about her journey from the

15    time that she joined us to where she

16    is now is a testament to not just what

17    she was able to accomplish, but the

18    importance of interning.  Being an

19    intern is sometimes an often thankless

20    job, but also one of the most

21    rewarding jobs.

22             I had the opportunity to

23    speak at a graduation earlier this

24    week, and one of the things I told

25    young people is that a job leads to a
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 1    check and that an internship leads to

 2    a career.  And so, I'm so proud of

 3    Ms. Jones and the work that she's

 4    doing, and I know that in her next

 5    phase of life she's going to continue

 6    to have a huge impact and put a dent

 7    in some of the issues that we know our

 8    children face across the City of

 9    Philadelphia.  So thank you, Sis.  We

10    appreciate you and we look forward to

11    working with you even though you're

12    not interning with the City anymore,

13    so thank you.

14             Thank you, Madam Chair.

15             MS. JONES:  Thank you.

16             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

17    so much, Vice-Chair Thomas.

18             Are there any other questions

19    from members of the Committee for this

20    witness?

21                  (No response.)

22             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Great.

23    Thank you so much, Ms. Jones.  We

24    can't wait to see all the things that

25    you will do next.
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 1             MS. JONES:  Thank you so

 2    much.

 3             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:

 4    Absolutely.

 5             Mr. Forster, will you please

 6    call our next panel to testify on the

 7    resolution.

 8             THE CLERK:  Yes.  For our

 9    next panel, we have Erica Asikoye,

10    Kayla Waddington, Egypt Payton, Hadja

11    Donza, George Lane and Shahydah

12    Merritt.

13             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Good

14    morning, everybody.  We are thrilled

15    to have you join our City Council

16    hearing.  There are a number of you,

17    so we are going to go in the order in

18    which Mr. Forster called.  So in the

19    order in which he called, could you

20    unmute.  And if the rest of you could

21    just stay muted until the next person

22    is finished.

23             So with our first witness,

24    are you unmuted and able to testify?

25             MS. ASIKOYE:  Yes, I am
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 1    great.  Thank you so much.  Good

 2    morning.

 3             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  If you

 4    could please state your name for the

 5    record, you may proceed with your

 6    testimony.  And then when you are

 7    completed, the next person can testify

 8    after you.  Thank you so much.

 9             MS. ASIKOYE:  Good morning.

10    My name is Erica Asikoye.  So before I

11    even begin testifying, I just want to

12    quickly say that Enough is Enough

13    members are in a range of places.

14    Some of them are here with me in the

15    background, you see their faces.  Some

16    of them are joining us on camera, so

17    we will do our best to move smoothly

18    and graciously from one person to the

19    other.  But we do ask for your

20    patience as we transition from speaker

21    to speaker.

22             Okay.  With that out of the

23    way, good morning again,

24    Councilmembers and other distinguished

25    guests.  My name is Erica Woods
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 1    Asikoye and I am Coordinator of the

 2    Enough is Enough Students Against Gun

 3    Violence Campaign.  It is my pleasure

 4    to come before you and provide

 5    testimony for this special hearing.

 6             You may hear some facts

 7    repeated over the course of the

 8    various people that are testifying --

 9    sorry, one second.  We are located in

10    a school, so there's some professional

11    development and some announcements

12    going on so I do apologize for that.

13    The point I was just making is to the

14    degree that any of this is a little

15    repetitive with some of the facts that

16    we are repeating, I do apologize,

17    although I think much of it bears

18    repeating in some instances.

19             And so, again I will remind

20    you that the students that you will

21    hear from today form the Steering

22    Committee of EIE or Enough is Enough

23    Students Against Gun Violence Campaign

24    in early February as a result of

25    conversations between the founder and
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 1    CEO of Sankofa Freedom Academy Charter

 2    School and Councilmember Isaiah

 3    Thomas.

 4             The formation of our group

 5    was borne out of their desire to

 6    create a space where young people from

 7    different schools, both public and

 8    charter, living in different parts of

 9    Philadelphia could meet to discuss the

10    impact of gun violence and possible

11    solutions for this issue.  Like each

12    of you, these students are extremely

13    concerned about gun violence and I

14    imagine like each of you, they have

15    been impacted and it's touched their

16    lives in some way.

17             Members of our Steering

18    Committee have lost students.  There

19    are adults that have supported each of

20    these young people so we consider them

21    members, and they've lost students,

22    they have lost colleagues.  Others

23    have lost loved ones, so there's not

24    one person who you will hear from

25    today untouched in some way.
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 1             We have shared the results of

 2    our survey, created and distributed to

 3    students in Grades 7 through 12.  To

 4    date, there have been 1,340

 5    respondents and our goal today is to

 6    bring your attention to some of that

 7    data.  Each student selected the data

 8    that they were most concerned about.

 9    You will hear their thinking and their

10    recommendations that they think will

11    make a difference.  We hope that you

12    will engage them in conversation and

13    ask them questions so that they can

14    continue to have a place to express

15    their thoughts.

16             You will hear about how the

17    student respondents have been

18    impacted.  You will get a sense of

19    where they think there has been a lack

20    of leadership, where they think there

21    has been a gap in resources and you

22    will also hear them articulate their

23    expectations of you, the elected and

24    appointed leaders they are relying on

25    to bring about change.
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 1             Finally, you will also hear

 2    them describe their understanding of

 3    published reports like the 100

 4    Shooting Review Committee Report and

 5    how some of the recommendations from

 6    that report connect with some of the

 7    findings from our survey.  Before you

 8    hear from them, I would like to take

 9    just a few more minutes to highlight a

10    few additional points.

11             As a 25-year educator, I've

12    had the pleasure of working in

13    traditional public and charter school

14    settings, in an alternative education

15    environment, as a leader for summer

16    and afterschool programs and as an

17    educational researcher, very first job

18    in Oakland, California, then here in

19    Philadelphia, and finally in the

20    District of Columbia and in the City

21    of Baltimore, working with the EIE

22    students has reinforced what I already

23    knew, there is no community problem

24    that can be effectively solved if the

25    approach is not intergenerational in



Children and Youth Committee 40 
6/15/2022 

Strehlow and Associates/LEXITAS 
215-504-4622

 1    the midst of their personal

 2    obligations at home and at school.

 3             These young people have

 4    brought to bear their experiences, the

 5    things they've learned from home and

 6    at school, their own thinking, their

 7    own opinions and of course their

 8    passion.  Our group is small, but they

 9    are representative.  They are hard-

10    working, but they are not special.

11    They are among -- there are many,

12    sorry, there are many other young

13    people across the City, who if asked

14    and supported and trained, could

15    significantly contribute to the

16    conversation had by those of you here

17    today.

18             If we take a few moments to

19    think about any problem that this

20    country, and more specifically,

21    underestimated and underresourced

22    communities have faced, young people

23    have played a critical role in

24    resolving the issue.  The gun violence

25    in Philadelphia cannot be effectively
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 1    addressed without them.  For these

 2    reasons, I consider it not only a

 3    privilege to work with them, but my

 4    and our responsibility to do so.

 5             And our first recommendation

 6    therefore is that any future funding

 7    provided to organizations engaged in

 8    this important anti-gun violence and

 9    anti-gang work will come with a

10    requirement to collaborate with at

11    least two high school students from

12    the community where they are located

13    and not just collaborate with them,

14    but place them in decision-making

15    authority so that they can have a real

16    and genuine voice at the table and

17    help contribute to resolving the

18    issues that they will one day inherit

19    and that are already impacting them.

20             I've spent my last two

21    minutes talking about our survey.  I

22    hope that each of you has had a chance

23    to review the survey.  And if you

24    have, I'm sure you have questions and

25    recommendations about what should
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 1    happen next just as we do.  I will

 2    spend just a few minutes adding to

 3    those ideas by bringing your attention

 4    to three questions that stood out to

 5    me, really two answers.

 6             As I mentioned and as others

 7    have mentioned, we surveyed young

 8    people in Grades 7 through 12.  And

 9    it's worth mentioning that young

10    people ages 14 and 15 combined made up

11    40 percent of the respondents.  Let me

12    say that again.  Although we gave the

13    survey to students in Grades 7 through

14    12, most of our students when

15    combined, there were 20 percent

16    respondents that were 14 years old and

17    about 21 of respondents that were 15.

18    So together they made up 40 percent of

19    the respondents.  17 percent of the

20    respondents were age 16 and the

21    remaining ages fell under that 17

22    percent.

23             With this context in mind, we

24    must submit to the weight of the data

25    that points to so many of our young
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 1    people responding that they have

 2    witnessed gun violence and even more,

 3    indicating that they fear for their

 4    personal safety.  While I am not

 5    sure -- while I am sure rather, I do

 6    not need to convince -- I'm sure I

 7    don't need to convince anyone here

 8    that this is deeply concerning.  I'm

 9    highlighting this to make another

10    recommendation.

11             The age group should be the

12    target audience for trauma-informed

13    care and programming going forward

14    ages 14 and 15.  If we believe in the

15    research of child development

16    theorists like Maslow who created

17    Maslow's hierarchy of needs, a theory

18    that describes human development and

19    says that people are motivated by five

20    basic needs.

21             The first being

22    physiological.  As a human, I must

23    have things like air and light and

24    food and shelter.  And the second one

25    being, as a human I must have personal
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 1    and emotional security.  Once those

 2    two are met, then I can concern myself

 3    with friendship and family and

 4    acceptance.  And once those things are

 5    met, I can begin addressing more

 6    cognitive needs like curiosity and

 7    meaning-making.

 8             So if our young people are

 9    consumed by a lack of safety, we

10    cannot reasonably expect them to

11    develop positively or even normally.

12    For this reason, I think it is

13    imperative that resources be allocated

14    to overwhelm the hardest-hit

15    communities where we know those 14-

16    and 15-year-olds are worrying about

17    their personal safety on a daily

18    basis.

19             We must overwhelm those

20    communities with the resources that

21    will be required to help our young

22    people get what should be considered a

23    very basic need met.  And those

24    resources need to work at both ends of

25    the spectrum so that there are a menu
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 1    of prevention services and

 2    intervention services available.

 3             I really appreciate being

 4    given this time.  I appreciate working

 5    with these great young people, and

 6    thank you for allowing me to testify.

 7             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

 8    so much, Ms. Asikoye.  I know that we

 9    are going to have lots of questions,

10    but we want to move to our young

11    people so we will proceed to them.

12             Should I let you handle the

13    order?  Would that be --

14             MS. ASIKOYE:  Could I?

15             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Yeah, I

16    think that'll be fine.

17             MS. ASIKOYE:  Okay.  Thank

18    you so much.  So Cayla Waddington is

19    the next person from our Committee

20    that will testify.  And then I may

21    change the order slightly, but many of

22    those young people are here in the

23    room with me.

24             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Great.

25    Ms. Waddington, welcome and we look
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 1    forward to your testimony.  Welcome to

 2    City Council.

 3             MS. WADDINGTON:  Good

 4    morning.  My name is Cayla Waddington.

 5    I'm a 10th grader at the Mathematics,

 6    Civics and Sciences Charter School and

 7    I'm 15 years old.  I have been an

 8    advocate to end gun violence in our

 9    City for over a year now.  I've spoken

10    at press conferences with District

11    Attorney Krasner.  I've been a part of

12    the DA's Office listening sessions.

13    I've traveled to Harrisburg to talk

14    about gun violence solutions with our

15    state legislators.  And this summer

16    I'm going to be an intern with

17    Councilman Isaiah Thomas.

18             Most recently I've been a

19    member of the student-led Enough is

20    Enough Students Against Gun Violence

21    Campaign.  As Ms. Erica said, Enough

22    is Enough created a survey for the 7th

23    through 12th grade students of

24    Philadelphia asking about their

25    experiences with gun violence and



Children and Youth Committee 47 
6/15/2022 

Strehlow and Associates/LEXITAS 
215-504-4622

 1    about what they thought would help

 2    quell the epidemic.

 3             I surveyed over 200 teenagers

 4    out of the more than 1300.  And one

 5    conclusion I've reached is that

 6    limited spaces available for talking

 7    about the problems in our world breed

 8    a sense of hopelessness.  In response

 9    to being asked to take the survey,

10    some people said why, not like

11    anything is going to change.  Students

12    are beginning to think that nothing

13    can be done to fix this issue of gun

14    violence.

15             I would like to direct your

16    attention to two data points from our

17    13-question survey.  Our survey

18    results show that 72.5 percent of

19    Philadelphia's youth have been

20    impacted by gun violence in some way.

21    Some have a loved one who has been

22    shot.  While many others worry about

23    the safety of friends and family

24    members as well as themselves.

25             When I think about what I've
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 1    learned about the difference between

 2    the teenage mind and the adult mind,

 3    this data point becomes even more

 4    alarming.  You see, our brains lack

 5    the ability to reason or make good

 6    judgments because the prefrontal

 7    cortex, the part of the brain that

 8    makes decisions, isn't fully developed

 9    until age 25.  This means teenagers

10    act more on feelings and emotions than

11    rational logic.  Our brains don't

12    perceive the concept that there is a

13    future or that our actions have

14    consequences.  It's hard to care about

15    school or doing well on the Keystones

16    when we're worried about our own

17    safety or when you don't even believe

18    you'll live past 20.

19             To account for the developing

20    minds of teenagers, schools need to

21    teach us conflict-resolution skills so

22    people don't get hurt.  How many

23    shootings and deaths could have been

24    avoided if teenagers were just taught

25    to problem-solve, resolve conflicts
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 1    and think before they act.

 2             Take the South Street

 3    shooting, for example.  11 people were

 4    injured and 3 people were killed

 5    because an 18-year-old and a 17-year-

 6    old heard gunshots and figured they

 7    should start shooting too.  Our survey

 8    also showed that 57 percent of

 9    students said that more mental health

10    professionals in schools could be a

11    potential solution to gun violence.

12             I come before you asking that

13    you allocate resources to schools so

14    that every school has a necessary

15    mental health professional-to-student

16    ratio.  Many of our schools have more

17    police and security guards than they

18    do school counselors or psychologists.

19    According to the American School

20    Counselor Association, there should be

21    1 counselor for every 250 students to

22    help students plan and prepare for

23    their futures, whether that be

24    college, the military, trade school or

25    joining the workforce.
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 1             Schools also need 1

 2    psychologist for every 500 students to

 3    help students deal with any mental

 4    health crisis they may be facing.  If

 5    this is the suggested required number

 6    of professionals under normal

 7    circumstances, what should the ratio

 8    be after a global pandemic in a city

 9    with gun violence rates like ours?

10    Many states and school districts

11    across the country do not meet these

12    standards.  Philadelphia is one of

13    them.

14             If our City can allocate

15    resources to schools in the form of

16    more therapists and counselors that

17    kids can talk to about what is

18    happening beyond the school walls, we

19    won't have to hold everything inside

20    anymore.  There's a well-known quote

21    that is scientifically proven, "Hurt

22    people hurt people."  When kids don't

23    have a place to let out their anger

24    and aggression towards the world in

25    positive ways, they do so in violent
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 1    ones.  Providing students with a space

 2    to talk about things like gun violence

 3    can prevent them from becoming

 4    perpetrators of violence themselves.

 5             I understand that you all

 6    have implemented measures to deter gun

 7    violence across Philadelphia and to

 8    catch perpetrators such as installing

 9    security cameras outside of schools,

10    but the truth is the people who are

11    shooting aren't thinking far enough

12    ahead to consider the consequences of

13    their actions.  A teenager whose brain

14    doesn't have a fully developed

15    decision-making center believes that

16    they simply won't get caught.  Because

17    of this deterrence, like more security

18    cameras and police officers in

19    schools, don't actually deter

20    violence.

21             Providing teenagers with a

22    safe place to talk about their lives

23    can help quell any sense of

24    hopelessness that comes with living in

25    a post-pandemic world full of gun
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 1    violence.  Providing teenagers with

 2    counselors who help us to see and

 3    believe there is a future will give us

 4    hope and something to look forward to,

 5    something to live for.  Providing

 6    teenagers with conflict-resolution

 7    skills can make someone think before

 8    they pull out a gun.

 9             Philly's youth needs the City

10    Council to allocate more resources to

11    schools in the form of counselors and

12    psychologists so that we aren't scared

13    to live in this world that we will

14    soon inherit.  Thank you for

15    listening.

16             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

17    so much.  Can we have the next

18    witness.

19             MR. LANE:  Good morning.  You

20    can hear me?

21             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Yes.  If

22    you could please state your name for

23    the record, you may proceed with your

24    testimony.

25             MR. LANE:  Good morning.  My
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 1    name is George Lane.  I'm an upcoming

 2    sophomore who attends Sankofa Freedom

 3    Academy Charter School.  I'm also a

 4    member of the Enough is Enough

 5    Campaign.  This campaign is so

 6    important to me because I have lost

 7    many loved ones in periods of gun

 8    violence.  In today's time, looking

 9    over your shoulder and questioning

10    will you make it back home alive is

11    the norm of being a youth of

12    Philadelphia.

13              My first experience with gun

14    violence was when my older brother

15    became a victim through homicide.  My

16    brother Trey Colsom died by a stray

17    bullet.  He was still a high school.

18    My brother, the trauma that came along

19    with this has had an effect on me to

20    this day.  It didn't just change me,

21    but I wanted to say it changed my mom

22    and my other siblings.  I am proud to

23    be a member of the Enough is Enough

24    movement and would like to share more

25    deeply from the results of our
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 1    citywide survey.

 2             The data I would like to

 3    highlight from our study focuses on a

 4    limited awareness of our City leaders.

 5    More than 86 percent of the 1300

 6    students surveyed were unaware of

 7    anyone that makes decisions for their

 8    own community such as world leaders,

 9    block captains or City Councilmembers.

10    In addition, 95 percent of students

11    cannot name a neighbor or research to

12    go to for help the impact about gun

13    violence.

14             Based on the conversations

15    EIE has been engaged in, we have

16    become aware of some of the

17    organizations and programs of places

18    for prevention of incidents relating

19    to gun violence and also for people

20    who are affected.  However, why aren't

21    all young people aware of these

22    programs.

23             This gun epidemic is referred

24    to as a health crisis by many leaders

25    of power, so why can't we treat this
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 1    the same as other health crisis

 2    similar to COVID.  To address this

 3    issue, the people in office need to do

 4    more footwork and interact with

 5    communities they are supposed to lead.

 6    Leaders need to feel obligated to

 7    connect with us.  We are the ones you

 8    are making choices for.

 9             As City officials, you should

10    not feel comfortable with seeing how

11    many young people are unaware of who

12    you are or what you have implemented

13    in our communities.  Communication is

14    necessary in order for this to be

15    solved.  Advertising programs you all

16    have advocated for and created should

17    be a focus of your offices.

18             Again, I would like to

19    reaffirm that City Council must

20    improve communication with the

21    community, especially with the youth.

22    We need more town hall meetings.  We

23    need more visits to churches and

24    masjids.  We need more visits to

25    schools and recreation centers.
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 1    District Councilmembers should form a

 2    committee of youth leaders with whom

 3    they meet monthly from the high

 4    schools in their Districts.

 5             These meetings can be

 6    opportunities for youth to become

 7    informed of our resources and be live-

 8    streamed and uploaded to all social

 9    media platforms so that other students

10    in schools can see.  Another

11    recommendation is the Council's 100

12    Shooters Review Report can be used as

13    a starting point for discussions about

14    what we can do together and should be

15    distributed and used in schools.

16             Lastly, I want you all to

17    hold each other accountable to

18    interact with us more and to be

19    committed to conquering this gun

20    epidemic with the same energy and

21    attention that was given to COVID.  We

22    need action.  We need change.  We owe

23    it to victims like my brother and

24    families like my family.  Enough is

25    surely enough.  Thank you for
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 1    listening to us again.

 2             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

 3    so much.   The next witness.  Is the

 4    next witness ready to testify?

 5             MS. PAYTON:  Hi.  Can you

 6    hear me?

 7             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Yes, we

 8    can.  Good morning and thank you so

 9    much.  If you could state your name

10    for the record and then you may

11    proceed with your testimony.

12             MS. PAYTON:  Good morning,

13    members of City Council.  My name is

14    Egypt Payton.  I am a member of the

15    National Honor Society, Vice-president

16    of (inaudible) Student Government and

17    a member of Minds Matter, a Temple

18    University precollege program.  In

19    this summer I'll be attending Boston

20    University for a summer enrichment

21    program through Minds Matter.

22             I want to begin with a quote

23    by Malcolm X, which reads "The

24    greatest mistake of the movement has

25    been trying to organize sleeping
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 1    people around specific goals.  You

 2    have to wake the people up first.

 3    Then you'll get action."  I think you

 4    all have been asleep.  So I will

 5    attempt by waking you up gently.

 6             The first thing children are

 7    taught in schools is that sharing is

 8    caring.  Do you care about the gun

 9    violence happening in our City?  Have

10    you had enough?  If so, what are you

11    going to do about it?  Are you sharing

12    the information to bring awareness to

13    the issue plaguing in our City?  Are

14    you using your powers for good to

15    effect change?

16             Recently Imhotep participated

17    in an anti-gun violence demonstration

18    called Enough is Enough.  In the

19    survey, roughly 46.2 percent of

20    students who participated in Enough is

21    Enough's survey indicated that gun

22    violence should be discussed at

23    schools more.  I am part of that 46.2

24    percent.  I propose that the

25    Councilmembers should form a committee
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 1    with student representatives and will

 2    meet monthly on Zoom and talk about

 3    solutions, statistics and information

 4    needed to bring back to the school and

 5    most importantly, visit our schools to

 6    have more interactive meetings.

 7             Schools should also be where

 8    students learn about gun laws, gun

 9    violence statistics and what young

10    people can do about it except kids

11    going into trauma blindly without

12    solutions.  For instance, at Imhotep

13    we practice pillars of peace.  If any

14    student or staff member has an issue,

15    they can request mediation.  Other

16    times they're referred to mediation to

17    prevent incidents from occurring.

18             What if we practiced pillars

19    of peace in our communities.  What if

20    we can attempt to prevent violence

21    before it happens.  We have to know

22    that gun violence is not normal and

23    don't have to keep us up in the rising

24    numbers.  Have you opened your eyes

25    yet?  Are you awake?  Do you
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 1    already -- we want your help.  We need

 2    your help.  It's up to you to take the

 3    next step.  Thank you for listening.

 4             THE CLERK:  Can we have our

 5    next panelist.

 6             MR. JACKSON:  Good morning.

 7             THE CLERK:  Good morning.

 8    Could you please just state your name

 9    and then begin your testimony.  Thank

10    you.

11             MR. JACKSON:  Good morning,

12    members of City Council.  My name is

13    Davion Jackson.  I am a rising senior

14    at Imotep Institute Charter High

15    School.  As an Imotep scholar, I serve

16    as a STEM ambassador, a scholar

17    athlete and I am currently an active

18    member of the Enough is Enough

19    Steering Committee.  I want to discuss

20    data points that are of concern to me.

21             Our Enough is Enough survey

22    indicated that out of 1300 students

23    surveyed, 455 of those students

24    responded no when asked if they had

25    something fun to do in their
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 1    neighborhoods.  Apparently, there's a

 2    disconnect there.  According to the

 3    City of Philadelphia Parks &

 4    Recreation website, there are over 300

 5    neighborhood parks, rec centers and

 6    playgrounds, 166 miles of trails and

 7    40 historical sites, 60 community

 8    gardens and orchards, gardens, farms

 9    and orchards, 3 environmental

10    education centers, over 600 baseball,

11    softball, football and soccer fields,

12    400 basketball courts and 200 tennis

13    courts, 5 ice skating rinks, 5 golf

14    courses and 25 public computer

15    centers.  With these numbers, the City

16    of Philadelphia's youth can find

17    plenty to do.

18             Many young people are proud

19    to be from Philadelphia, so we need to

20    promote positive ways for them to

21    interact in the City.  I believe the

22    Philadelphia City Council and the

23    Mayor should put more funds into

24    activities at our recreation centers.

25    Maybe even think outside of the box,
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 1    advertise effectively and help

 2    students find a passion instead of a

 3    gun.

 4             If students are given

 5    positivity and more opportunities to

 6    try new things, they might stick with

 7    it instead of finding negativity.  Can

 8    you help our City youth and find a

 9    safer Philadelphia?  Thank you.  Thank

10    you for your time.

11             THE CLERK:  Thank you very

12    much for your testimony.  Could we

13    have the next person.

14             MS. ASIKOYE:  Sorry.  Just

15    jumping in really quickly.  We have

16    two more young people that will

17    testify today.  One of them is present

18    and ready to go.  The other one is

19    just getting settled walking into the

20    building, so we're going to switch the

21    order slightly.

22             So, Ms. Merritt, you can go

23    ahead from Strawberry Mansion.  And

24    then lastly, we will hear from Hadja

25    Donza from Audenried.  Thank you.
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 1             THE CLERK:  All right.  Thank

 2    you.  Could you please state your name

 3    for the record and then you can begin

 4    your testimony.  Thanks.

 5             MS. MERRITT:  Good morning.

 6    My name is Shahydah Merritt and I am a

 7    rising senior at Strawberry Mansion

 8    High School.  As you have heard today

 9    from the Enough is Enough group, the

10    young people in the City of

11    Philadelphia have concerns and

12    recommendations as it pertains to gun

13    violence.

14             At Strawberry Mansion, we

15    also conducted a survey of our school

16    because Strawberry Mansion has one of

17    the highest gun violence rates in the

18    City.  When surveyed about gun

19    violence, the students of Strawberry

20    Mansion reported the following, 58.2

21    percent of the students have seen

22    shootings in their neighborhood, 42

23    percent of the students have a family

24    member that is in jail because of gun

25    violence, 53 percent of the students
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 1    have a friend that was injured because

 2    of gun violence, 43.2 percent of the

 3    students believe that gun violence is

 4    necessary sometimes, 52 percent of the

 5    students have a friend that has died

 6    as a result of gun violence, 66

 7    percent of the students have a family

 8    member who has died because of gun

 9    violence, 65 percent of the students

10    worry about getting hit by stray

11    bullets when they are outside.

12             For the past few months, the

13    11th grade at Strawberry Mansion have

14    studied the 100 Shooting Review

15    Commission by Councilman Curtis Jones

16    and studying this document and

17    examining how other cities have

18    handled gun violence.  We were most

19    impressed with how gun violence was

20    handled in Oakland, California and

21    felt that the 100 Shooting Review

22    document was somewhat aligned with

23    what David Muhammad from the National

24    Institute for Criminal Justice Reform

25    did in Oakland in 2012 to cut gun
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 1    violence by 50 percent.  Added on to

 2    what my fellow group member George

 3    said, this gun epidemic is listed the

 4    same as a health crisis by many

 5    leaders in power.

 6             This same idea is also stated

 7    in the 100 Shooting Review which

 8    states that gun violence in

 9    Philadelphia is both a public health

10    crisis and a racial justice crisis.

11    If we can all agree that gun violence

12    is a public health crisis, then would

13    you agree that we should treat it like

14    we did any other public health crisis

15    we have dealt with in the past or more

16    recently like we are dealing with

17    COVID right now?

18             The actions in Oakland,

19    California were actions that align

20    with dealing with a public health

21    crisis, using the gun violence

22    reduction strategy CeaseFire, Oakland

23    instituted a first-step approach.

24    One, data-driven identification of the

25    people who are the highest risk for
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 1    being a victim of gun violence or for

 2    perpetrating gun violence; two,

 3    directly communicating and with these

 4    targeted groups of people informing

 5    them of their risk and their risk

 6    factors that will have you more likely

 7    to be involved in gun violence; three,

 8    offer intensive support and

 9    opportunities to those targeted

10    individuals to give them a serious

11    opportunity to get out of the risk

12    category; four, focus law enforcement

13    so that arrests are targeted when it

14    comes to gun violence.

15             The 100 Shooting Review

16    addresses some of these approaches

17    under the recommendation categories of

18    enforcement, prevention and

19    intervention, but not all of the

20    approaches used in Oakland and not in

21    a coordinated way.  If the gun

22    violence issue in Philadelphia was

23    handled like a public health issue,

24    then we would seek public service

25    announcements discussing the risk
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 1    factors and the people who are most at

 2    risk for becoming involved.  Those

 3    people would know where to go and what

 4    to do.  There would be coordination of

 5    services in the City specifically for

 6    people who fall into these risk areas,

 7    and those services will also reach out

 8    to these groups.

 9             The people most at risk for

10    gun violence will be given resources

11    and opportunities that will assist

12    them in getting out of the risk

13    category or prevent them from getting

14    caught up in a risk factor.  The

15    Police Department and the DA's Office

16    will work together better to focus on

17    government's arrests.  When studying

18    the 100 Shooting Review, it seemed

19    like they were both blaming each

20    other.  How can we solve this issue if

21    we are blaming each other.

22             Another area where the 100

23    Shooting Review fell short was with

24    youth involvement.  The input of the

25    youth does not exist in the 100
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 1    Shooting Review.  Today we are

 2    requesting that the input of the youth

 3    be added in every step of the process

 4    of addressing gun violence in

 5    Philadelphia, because too many people

 6    are doing the shootings.  Our

 7    testimony here today should be just a

 8    first step.  The youth should be

 9    involved and planted and supported in

10    organizing in the City around this

11    area.

12             The 100 Shooting Review

13    document is a great start because of

14    the identifying -- because it

15    identifies issues and makes

16    recombination -- yeah, involving gun

17    violence, but we can only make it work

18    if we all work together.  Thank you

19    for listening today.  Madam Chair, may

20    I ask a question?

21             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  We are

22    going to hold questions just until the

23    end.  So why don't we allow all the

24    members to testify first and then

25    we'll have some back-and-forth.  Thank
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 1    you so much for your testimony.

 2             Mr. Forster.

 3             THE CLERK:  Yes.  We have the

 4    next witness and you can just read

 5    your name and start your testimony.

 6    Thank you.

 7             MS. DONZA:  Hi.  My name is

 8    Hadja Donza.  I'm 17 years old.  I

 9    attend Universal Audenried Charter

10    High School.  I live in Southwest

11    Philly.  I'm also a part of Enough is

12    Enough.  I participate in Harrisburg

13    Gun Violence Campaign and I'm a former

14    member of the Community Youth Cohort.

15    My opinion on gun violence is that the

16    majority of my peers in our community

17    don't have the support from their

18    parents and families, so they depend

19    on their schools for things like food,

20    safety and activities.

21             For example, in our survey

22    students were to name a place they

23    could go in their neighborhood to talk

24    about the impact of gun violence and

25    for support.  95 percent of the
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 1    students cannot name a neighborhood

 2    resource.  Therefore, my

 3    recommendations is that more resources

 4    should go to our schools because

 5    that's the only place that is

 6    mandatory for students to go.  And if

 7    you don't make school safe and fun, it

 8    won't motivate kids to want to attend.

 9             Another point I would like to

10    make is that students are unaware of

11    who their City leaders are.  We asked

12    students if they can name someone

13    responsible for making decisions for

14    their neighborhood.  87 percent of the

15    students cannot.  They should start

16    off by knowing who their City

17    Councilman or woman is because a lot

18    of the changes and differences are

19    made by those people.

20             My recommendations is that

21    Councilmembers should make it a

22    priority to visit all Philadelphia

23    schools and sometimes take part in

24    school activities so young people will

25    get to know who they are.  One final
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 1    point I want to address is that

 2    although we definitely don't overlook

 3    the good the City has to offer, the

 4    tremendous increase in gun violence

 5    causes us to not acknowledge the good

 6    that can be found in our City.

 7             Our survey asked students if

 8    they have been impacted by gun

 9    violence, 46 percent of respondents

10    said they have loved ones who have

11    been shot.  We don't want to have to

12    live every day like there's a war

13    going on.  We don't want to worry that

14    our lives will be taken on our way to

15    school or to work when we are out with

16    our families and friends.

17             Lastly, we don't want to see

18    so many seats in our graduating class

19    empty because they did not live to see

20    their senior year.  In closing, I

21    think a stronger support system in

22    schools will help Philadelphia youth

23    feel more motivated and safe.  By

24    doing this, I guarantee gun violence

25    will decrease and we will see a change
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 1    in our City.  Thank you everyone again

 2    and my name is Hadja.

 3             THE CLERK:  Thank you very

 4    much for your testimony.

 5             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Are there

 6    any more speakers for this panel?

 7             MS. ASIKOYE:  That was the

 8    last speaker.

 9             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Great.

10    Thank you so much.  First of all, I

11    want to thank all the young people who

12    spoke today.  Your testimonies are

13    incredibly powerful.  We were talking

14    a little bit about how impactful they

15    were for the entire Committee and just

16    want to thank you for the dedication

17    and the thought that you put in to all

18    of this effort.

19             And I also especially want to

20    thank Ms. Asikoye for your tremendous

21    work on the Enough is Enough Coalition

22    focusing extensively on the needs of

23    young people.  In a targeted way I

24    think you are speaking our love

25    language.  We have been very clear
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 1    that we have a very specific agenda

 2    around gun violence.

 3             We have talked about on our

 4    Children and Youth Committee last year

 5    delivering a youth anti-gun violence

 6    effort that focused in on the areas in

 7    which young people are most directly

 8    impacted.  It talked about guaranteed

 9    employment for young people,

10    employment programming and mentorship

11    programs.

12             It talked specifically about

13    opening up rec centers, libraries,

14    multiple spaces for young people and

15    it talked about expediting mental

16    health services directly to young

17    people, reducing barriers to entry,

18    ensuring that there would be social

19    workers in our public schools and

20    expansion of counseling and safe

21    spaces within school communities, so

22    not everything is just about reading,

23    writing and academic work.

24             I think you spoke very

25    eloquently to the importance of
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 1    Maslow's hierarchy of needs, but we've

 2    been very clear that addressing young

 3    people's health, allowing young people

 4    to be fully expressive and to be their

 5    authentic selves is an academic

 6    venture.  It is core to unlocking

 7    young people's potential.

 8             The second thing I wanted to

 9    add just for the young people and to

10    the Enough is Enough Coalition is that

11    we're also focused on and

12    Councilmember Gauthier has talked a

13    lot about a Just Services Campaign,

14    which means that we look at delivery

15    of City services based on outcome and

16    not just on delivery.  In some

17    neighborhoods once-a-week trash pickup

18    may be enough.  But in other

19    neighborhoods, once-a-week trash

20    pickup is simply not enough.  And so,

21    we are looking at addressing the

22    cleanliness of communities, of

23    lighting, making sure that there is

24    greening and sealing the vacant lots,

25    greening particular spaces and just an
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 1    all-out effort around that.

 2             And then finally, our

 3    Committee has been really aggressive

 4    about mental health resources on the

 5    ground.  It's why we've been pushing

 6    for mobile health crisis units.

 7    Instead of having the police respond

 8    to a mental health emergency seeing if

 9    we can have a non-police mental health

10    response unit that goes out, supports

11    families and communities.

12             We've been very aggressive

13    about young people getting them the

14    services they need at the Juvenile

15    Justice Services Center.  But I think

16    most importantly other than what we do

17    and what we've been talking about, I

18    think the testimony today just

19    reaffirms the need for young people to

20    be able to see this for it to be

21    visible in their lives.  And so, we

22    have a lot of work to do on that

23    front.  I want to thank this panel for

24    your tremendous amount of work and

25    look forward to hearing more as we go
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 1    through questions.

 2             Are there Members -- I know

 3    Vice-Chair Thomas has a question for

 4    this panel.  So I will recognize Vice-

 5    Chair Thomas and then we can continue

 6    on with other questions.

 7             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

 8    you, Madam Chair.  Before I begin with

 9    my questions, I know that there was

10    one of the panelists who had a

11    question for us, so I'll allow that

12    panelist to ask their question first.

13    And then after that, I'll go into my

14    questions.

15             MS. MERRITT:  How come

16    Strawberry Mansion did not make it to

17    the list of schools for cameras

18    outside the school?  The cameras we

19    have do not work.  Dobbins, the other

20    school in our area made the list, but

21    Strawberry Mansion did not.

22             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you

23    for your question.  I appreciate it.

24    I think it's a great question.  And if

25    I knew the answer, I could assure you
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 1    that I would tell you, but I honestly

 2    don't know the answer to that.  But my

 3    staff and I will make sure that we do

 4    our due diligence and if we can get an

 5    answer before this hearing is over,

 6    we'll try to deliver that information.

 7    So I appreciate that question.

 8             Just a few questions:  First

 9    of all, young people, you did a

10    phenomenal job with your testimony.

11    It was amazing.  Some of the

12    information broken down from a data

13    perspective, from a scientific

14    perspective to me makes 100 percent

15    sense.  I think that if we're going to

16    be serious and intentional about

17    allowing young people to be a part of

18    the conversation, it's imperative that

19    we make sure that we get information

20    right.

21             So if somebody can just take

22    a moment to list very quickly all of

23    the demands that have been

24    communicated so far so we can make

25    sure that we got every single request
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 1    and recommendation that was

 2    communicated today even if each person

 3    just takes about 15 seconds because we

 4    are pressed for time because I know we

 5    got to have another hearing and

 6    another resolution.

 7             So each person could just

 8    take maybe 15 seconds or so or if one

 9    person can deliver all of the

10    recommendations.  I definitely heard

11    the recommendation around counselors

12    and supports in school.  I heard the

13    recommendation specifically related to

14    committees and some type of I guess

15    you could say new platform that you

16    recommended that we create where

17    Councilmembers work collaboratively

18    with the young people and meet on a

19    monthly basis.

20             We heard more transparency as

21    it relates to information and

22    resources for free programs and

23    services.  But I'm sure I missed

24    something because you had a number of

25    different recommendations.  So I'll
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 1    stop right there and hope somebody can

 2    jump in and help complete that list.

 3             MS. ASIKOYE:  So thank you,

 4    Councilmember Thomas.  If you did not

 5    hear the recommendation that you

 6    named, then I will ask you to speak,

 7    but he just ran through quite a few of

 8    them.  I did not hear one that I

 9    mentioned, which is to make sure

10    organizations who are receiving

11    funding for anti-gun violence work are

12    required to include at least two high

13    school students.  Maybe it's not two,

14    but some number of high school

15    students in a decision-making

16    capacity.  That was one

17    recommendation.

18             MS. MERRITT:  A

19    recommendation that I said was that

20    this be treated like a health crisis,

21    like a public health crisis.

22             MR. LANE:  Another

23    recommendation that we both had that

24    was similar is how we don't know who

25    Councilmembers are accountable for
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 1    interacting with us and also

 2    advertising those programs that are

 3    already intact.  From us being members

 4    of the Steering Committee, we have

 5    knowledge of what the programs are,

 6    but our parents and just regular youth

 7    people aren't aware of that stuff that

 8    is already intact and implemented in

 9    our communities.  And I feel like

10    that's a big communication gap.

11             MS. WADDINGTON:  And the

12    recommendation I made, which kind of

13    falls into line with what George was

14    saying, about how there's a gap in the

15    advertisement and that young people

16    don't know about all of these, all of

17    the programs that are available, and

18    having more counselors or

19    psychologists in schools.  Those

20    counselors could be the ones, could be

21    the channel, the bridge, between the

22    adult world and us and our teenage

23    world or the counselor could tell us

24    about all these different programs

25    that could help us.
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 1             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

 2    you.  We just wanted to make sure that

 3    we had that list of recommendations.

 4    I see that other -- I see that there

 5    are a lot of young people from across

 6    the City of Philadelphia.  I'm

 7    wondering based on the data that you

 8    collected were there different

 9    responses from different sections of

10    the City?  So were young people who,

11    you know, maybe are in the Audenried

12    area, were their responses and how

13    they viewed this gun violence issue

14    different than young people in

15    Strawberry Mansion, North Philadelphia

16    area compared to maybe young people in

17    the Northwest Imhotep area?  Did

18    geographics come in at all as it

19    relates to the type of feedback that

20    you got from young people across the

21    City of Philadelphia?

22             MS. ASIKOYE:  So we could

23    make some inferences, but we really

24    asked young people to give their zip

25    codes because we wanted to know more
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 1    about where they lived and less about

 2    where they went to school.  But we

 3    later learned that that was kind of a

 4    tricky question because a lot of young

 5    people were unaware of their zip code.

 6    So we're not even -- we're not totally

 7    sure or confident in our sort of zip

 8    code data.  So that's one answer.

 9             But I know that Strawberry

10    Mansion also did their own survey with

11    some more specific questions given

12    sort of what that community has seen.

13    So I think they should also jump in

14    and answer.

15             MS. MERRITT:  58.2 percent of

16    the students have seen shootings in

17    their neighborhoods.  42 percent of

18    the students have a family member that

19    was in jail because of gun violence.

20    52 percent of the students have a

21    friend that died because of gun

22    violence.  65 percent of the students

23    worry about getting hit by stray

24    bullets going outside.  66 percent of

25    the students have a family member who
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 1    has died because of gun violence, and

 2    this is from our area.

 3             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

 4    you.  Thank you.  That is very

 5    helpful.  Again, I want to say thank

 6    you to everybody for your questions.

 7             Madam Chair, I might come

 8    back for a second round.  I see

 9    colleagues are queued up for questions

10    so I'll yield the floor.  Thank you.

11             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

12    very much, Vice-Chair Thomas.

13             The Chair recognizes

14    Councilmember Brooks.

15             COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  I want

16    to begin by saying thank you guys so

17    much for taking the time and just

18    doing the work of looking through the

19    100 Shooting Report and taking the

20    time to prepare for this hearing.  To

21    the young man's point, this is not

22    something you guys often have an

23    opportunity to do or folks that are

24    from where you're from even know that

25    they should.
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 1             I want to thank the teacher

 2    or the organizer of this as well for

 3    the efforts and hard work.  As a

 4    former educator, I know what it means

 5    and the importance of bringing young

 6    people into the space for them to

 7    begin to access their power.

 8             My question is we talked

 9    about communication, the best way to

10    get this information out to young

11    people.  I would like to know what are

12    some of the recommendations.  Because

13    from my experiences in schools,

14    there's usually roadblocks.

15    Strawberry Mansion might have a

16    wonderful program where the counselor

17    gets all the information out, but we

18    send information out through the

19    School District methods, to individual

20    schools.

21             I've tried to get information

22    into schools and get roadblocks and

23    communi -- whether someone drops the

24    ball or whatever the situation.  I

25    would like to know what is the best
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 1    way to get this information into your

 2    hands directly so you can be the

 3    advocate for yourself and your peers?

 4             MS. MERRITT:  I'd say the

 5    best way would be through social media

 6    because a lot of people our age and

 7    younger than us is always on social

 8    media, so the best way to get things

 9    out to the young is social media.

10             COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  So

11    you're talking about Instagram,

12    Tiktok?  I'm trying to figure out, you

13    know, does it have to have a song?  I

14    have children that are older than you

15    guys and you're same age, and I just

16    want to make sure as we're talking

17    about getting this information, and a

18    communication style and delivery is

19    important.  I just want to make sure

20    that we're aligning with this request

21    in a way, if possible.

22             MS. WADDINGTON:  I'm sure

23    social media could play a part in it,

24    but I feel like it also might just be

25    an echo chamber.  Because I know on
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 1    platforms like Instagram and Tiktok

 2    and Facebook and things like that, you

 3    only get the information from people

 4    who you already follow or from people

 5    who you follow that are like that --

 6    like if somebody follows ballet,

 7    they're not just going to randomly get

 8    don't shoot people advertisements on

 9    their page.

10             So I really do think that the

11    most viable way to get this all out to

12    our teenagers is through our schools.

13    I know you talked about the

14    roadblocks, but I think we just have

15    to figure out a way to steamroll over

16    those roadblocks.  Because if this is

17    where kids are, we're at school,

18    that's, like, just where we are.  So

19    that's the way to get the most reach.

20             COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  And is

21    it in paper form?  Is it in robo

22    calls?  I know I'm getting into the

23    weeds with it, but as a parent I know

24    that these chains of communication

25    will go to the parent if we send it to
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 1    the school.  And I don't know if we're

 2    still in the age where people give out

 3    paper to put in a bookbag to get those

 4    communications out to young people.

 5             MS. DONZA:  I was going to

 6    say I feel like school is the right

 7    option because if you host like

 8    classroom classes or you guys come to

 9    the school and speak and pass them out

10    or so, we'll have to, like -- we'll

11    actually have to do it or if they make

12    it mandatory for us to do it.  If you

13    go on social media, we can just go

14    past it and, like, just look at it

15    like it's a regular post.  It's not

16    mandatory for us to click the post and

17    actually go promote your gun violence

18    thing or your gun violence post.  But

19    if it's in school, we have to do it.

20    Especially if they make it an

21    assignment or classwork, it's a grade

22    for us.  So, like, we're going to have

23    to achieve it or do the work.

24             MS. WADDINGTON:  Exactly,

25    like Hadja was saying.  When we
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 1    have -- in school we have our

 2    assemblies in the lunchroom, everybody

 3    just comes in the lunchroom and

 4    somebody comes to talk to us.  Like

 5    when that happens, at least we're

 6    hearing it, at least we know.  Like,

 7    it can -- like, if it applies -- if it

 8    doesn't apply, let it fly, right.  But

 9    to those people who it does apply to,

10    you'll at least have it as an option.

11             COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  And

12    what grade do most of you guys

13    represent?

14             MS. WADDINGTON:  I'm going to

15    the 11th grade next --

16             COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  You're

17    going to what grade?

18             MS. WADDINGTON:  I'm going to

19    the 11th grade.

20             COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  11th

21    grade.

22             MS. DONZA:  I'll be a senior

23    next year.

24             MR. LANE:  I'll be a

25    sophomore this year.
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 1             MS. MERRITT:  I'll be a

 2    senior too.

 3             COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  So if

 4    we were to reach back out again and

 5    ask you guys to help us get this

 6    information out via social media and

 7    be a part of creating a social media

 8    campaign, is this something that would

 9    interest you because we need you.  I'm

10    going to be honest.  I'm old.  My kids

11    have to handle my Tiktok and Instagram

12    and all that kind of stuff.

13             But if that is a method, I

14    would love to be able to work directly

15    with this group of young people

16    because you still have some years in

17    high school to help us get this

18    messaging out and focusing on schools

19    that were most affected by this work.

20    I'm a North Philadelphia girl too, so

21    I have an infinity for Strawberry

22    Mansion and schools in North Philly.

23    Even though I'm an At-large

24    Councilperson, I understand it in a

25    very different way and I want to make
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 1    sure that I am offering every

 2    opportunity for you guys to be a part

 3    of the solution.

 4             So I'll make sure someone on

 5    my team reaches out to the coordinator

 6    and we can get some of this work done

 7    together because I need your help.  I

 8    can't, you know, we can't as elected

 9    officials, it would be ridiculous in

10    saying I could do this without you and

11    the work that you guys put in here,

12    for me the reward is making sure that

13    young people like you are being able

14    to lead in this fight.  Thank you so

15    much.

16             MR. LANE:  Before we end, we

17    also wanted to say that (inaudible)

18    would also play a part in

19    communication, so it shouldn't be an

20    excuse for like 96 percent out of 1300

21    students not being familiar with who

22    makes decisions for our community.  I

23    believe just seeing those faces and

24    being familiar with who is empowered

25    should make us feel like we have
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 1    people to go to or be aware of where

 2    those resources are actually planned

 3    and it also leads to social media

 4    platforms.  Like, we would see who

 5    those people are and already know who

 6    they are and then just make it

 7    smoother with other things.

 8             MR. JACKSON:  And

 9    Philadelphia School District, we all

10    have some type of website that we use

11    to contact with our counselors,

12    principal of the High School Imhotep,

13    Schoology, (inaudible), our emails.

14    You guys can send us emails about

15    these things also.  Like, that's one

16    way to advertise.  Send it to us a

17    good two or three times.  We're going

18    to get annoyed by it so we're

19    eventually going to read it.

20             I'm telling you from

21    experience I just got something sent

22    from my principal that sent it a good

23    four times.  I got annoyed by it so I

24    read it, but that's just one way you

25    can get it to us.
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 1             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you.

 2    Thank you very much.

 3             Councilmember Thomas, did you

 4    have a question or, Councilmember

 5    Brooks, are you --

 6             MS. AKISOYE:  I'm sorry.  We

 7    had one young person who was trying to

 8    get her response in to how we can get

 9    into the schools.

10             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Sure.  Go

11    ahead.

12             MS. MERRITT:  Another would

13    be committees in the school and not

14    just social media, but also in the

15    school because if young people see

16    other people doing it in their school,

17    then they're also going to want to do

18    it.

19             COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  I

20    didn't hear you.  Another way is doing

21    what into the school, coming in?

22             MS. MERRITT:  Committees in

23    school.

24             COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Oh,

25    committees.  Okay.
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 1             MS. DONZA:  I was also going

 2    to say, like, and you know with the

 3    school thing it'll motivate kids more

 4    if they had, like, scholarship

 5    programs with this because you know a

 6    lot of kids also want to go to college

 7    so they'll do anything for a

 8    scholarship or anything that will

 9    benefit them to motivate them to go to

10    school because a lot of kids stop at

11    like what, 12th grade and leave their

12    life undecided after they graduate.

13             So if this program offers

14    like what, workforces, anything

15    that'll help them increase their life

16    or anything that'll benefit them,

17    they'll do.  So that's what I was

18    going to say.

19             MS. PAYTON:  Yeah, I also

20    wanted to add in one of my

21    recommendations was a monthly meeting

22    with City Councilmembers and for a

23    committee with student

24    representatives.  I also think we

25    should have that as well, because me
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 1    personally growing up I never took gun

 2    violence seriously until I had a

 3    one-on-one conversation with others

 4    about who faced it and stuff actually

 5    was, like, recognizing it instead of

 6    seeing it on social media and just,

 7    like, oh, whatever, it's just social

 8    media, it could be true or it could

 9    not be, you never know.  So that's why

10    I think it's better to have a

11    conversation with the students face-

12    to-face and see what they want instead

13    of, like, throwing it on social media

14    just hoping it will get picked up.

15             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  We

16    appreciate that.  Thank you so much.

17             I know that Councilmember

18    Thomas had his hand up.  So, Vice-

19    Chair Thomas, did you have a question?

20             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Yes,

21    Madam Chair.  And I'm actually in the

22    same spirit as my sister colleague

23    Councilmember Brooks.  I'm going to go

24    ahead and take the young people and,

25    you know, this is the first I'm
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 1    hearing their recommendations, but I'm

 2    going to go ahead and take them up on

 3    that offer as it relates to forming

 4    some type of committee with the youth

 5    that meets with City Council on a

 6    monthly basis.

 7             Clearly, you have three

 8    At-large members here right now so we

 9    might not be able to nail it down by

10    District.  That might be maybe another

11    phase for another time.  But I think

12    at least that recommendation I'm

13    committed to that and just knowing the

14    spirit of the other members of this

15    particular Committee, I'll bet that

16    they would also be committed to

17    honoring the recommendation as it

18    relates to meeting with the young

19    people on a monthly basis to make sure

20    that we're moving in the right

21    direction.

22             So I appreciate you,

23    Councilmember Brooks, for your line of

24    questioning because it led to

25    something that I think we can move on
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 1    as it relates to action items, not

 2    just going into the schools and

 3    delivering more information,

 4    especially jobs.  I think as I'm

 5    listening, one thing that we get is we

 6    get a ton of folks who are looking to

 7    hire and far too often more job

 8    openings than people willing to

 9    fulfill them.

10             And it's always challenging

11    to us because we know that 25 percent

12    of our City is living in poverty, and

13    we know that a large percentage of

14    those folks are actually working poor.

15    So we know that a job and a quality

16    wage is a big part of addressing some

17    of these issues, but I do agree with

18    the young people as it relates to the

19    line of communication.

20             One thing I will say, for us

21    on the City Council side, we don't

22    have the biggest staff.  There's only

23    about seven of us.  So when we do, and

24    I think seven is generous, it's

25    probably not even the right number,
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 1    that's probably including us the

 2    Councilmembers, so when it comes time

 3    to being able to plan these things and

 4    make sure that we have these

 5    conversations, I just want to

 6    emphasize what Councilmember Brooks

 7    said it's going to be important that

 8    we lean on you guys.

 9             It's going to be important

10    that we put ourselves in a position to

11    make sure that we're maximizing our

12    time, we're using our platforms and

13    our resources to come with real

14    tangible solutions and things that we

15    feel like we can make a difference

16    with.  So I appreciate the list that's

17    been communicated today.

18             I appreciate the testimony

19    from everybody.  But in the spirit of

20    doing, which I appreciate from you,

21    Councilmember Brooks, I'm committed to

22    that as well as exploring the other

23    recommendations and figuring out what

24    we can do and how we can move on some

25    of those things.
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 1             Thank you, Madam Chair.  I

 2    appreciate your patience and I

 3    appreciate your leadership in allowing

 4    us to have this platform for our young

 5    people.

 6             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  No,

 7    absolutely, Mr. Thomas.  And we have

 8    frequently had youth advisories.  Most

 9    of our work around foster youth, most

10    of our work around youth returning

11    from residential placement have been

12    directed in partnership with other

13    youth leaders.  I think we would be

14    honored to have this group meet with

15    our City Council Committee on Children

16    and Youth on a regular basis.

17             And I think the Enough is

18    Enough Coalition has more than

19    demonstrated their capacity to not

20    only be a sounding board, but actually

21    a driver of ideas for us.  And I think

22    we are in alignment because this

23    Committee has been so aggressive about

24    the focused attention on areas most

25    impacted, on the youth employment
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 1    programming, outreach.  We've been

 2    focused on mental health resources and

 3    support networks within schools and

 4    we've been focused in on your

 5    neighborhoods in a Just Services

 6    Campaign to make sure that they are as

 7    clean, as well-lit, as green and

 8    vibrant as any other neighborhood or

 9    the wealthiest neighborhood in

10    Philadelphia, to be clear.

11             So I think we can make that

12    commitment.  Vice-Chair Thomas, we

13    will stay in close touch on all of

14    this.  Councilmember Brooks and other

15    members of this Committee, we'd be

16    honored to do that.

17             We have a hard deadline at

18    11:00 a.m. and we have one more panel

19    of really wonderful testifiers.  But

20    before we close this out, are there

21    any other last questions from members

22    of this Committee for this panel?

23                  (No response.)

24             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Seeing

25    none, I want to thank these young
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 1    people so very much.  I want to thank

 2    the Enough is Enough Coalition and

 3    your fantastic leader Ms. Asikoye -- I

 4    hope I pronounced that correctly --

 5    for your amazing work.  I think when

 6    young people shine it speaks a lot to

 7    the leadership that supports them, and

 8    just honor all the work that went into

 9    it.  So thank you everybody for this.

10             Mr. Forster, could you please

11    call the next panel of witnesses to

12    testify.

13             THE CLERK:  Yes.  Our next

14    panel of witnesses are Adam Garber and

15    Caroline Menapace Glavin.

16             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Good

17    morning, everybody.  Thank you so

18    much.  Mr. Garber, if you are ready to

19    go, if you could just please state

20    your name for the record, though we

21    all know your work, and then you may

22    proceed with your testimony.

23             MR. GARBER:  Thank you, Chair

24    Gym, and thank you, Vice-Chair Thomas,

25    for organizing today's hearing.  My
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 1    name is Adam Garber.  I'm the

 2    Executive Director at CeaseFirePA

 3    Education Fund, the state's gun

 4    violence prevention advocacy

 5    organization.  It's an honor to be

 6    here with you and with the Enough is

 7    Enough Coalition.  I've gotten to know

 8    some of these amazing youth through

 9    the work that they mentioned

10    advocating for solutions locally and

11    statewide and helping them understand

12    the nature of the policies and the gun

13    violence issues and how they can have

14    an impact.

15             And I would say that they

16    give me and I'm sure each of you hope

17    that we will get to a place where

18    everyone feels and is actually safe,

19    but also the recognition that we can't

20    wait for their sake and for the sake

21    of the rest of the people in

22    Philadelphia.

23             I will take a slight detour

24    to go from my prepared remarks to go

25    back to one thing that Vice-Chair
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 1    Thomas asked at the beginning about

 2    what was going on in Harrisburg.  And

 3    I'm going to start with my bad news

 4    piece for a second, which I think is

 5    important to be on the record for a

 6    variety of reasons.

 7             Earlier this week and late

 8    last week there was an attempt to

 9    force votes on lifesaving laws in

10    Harrisburg that would reduce gun

11    violence here in Philadelphia, from

12    safe storage to an assault weapons ban

13    to allowing local control over gun

14    violence laws.  And unfortunately, not

15    only did we not get a vote, we didn't

16    get a debate because the majority

17    decided to play games with honestly

18    the lives of our children and our

19    youth and make maneuvers that are

20    procedural rather than substantive.

21             And so, the reality is that

22    in many ways we are fighting this

23    crisis with a hand tied behind our

24    back.  But I'm also confident with the

25    leadership here in Council and the



Children and Youth Committee 103 
6/15/2022 

Strehlow and Associates/LEXITAS 
215-504-4622

 1    leadership of our youth in the City

 2    that we can still rise to this

 3    occasion and hope for the day that

 4    Harrisburg will do more to help us

 5    address it.

 6             In terms of funding, we are

 7    in the midst of a budget fight right

 8    now and hope that the state and the

 9    Governor will continue to invest

10    resources in violence intervention

11    programs.  These programs range -- but

12    I want to talk a little bit about the

13    specificity that's important in them

14    along with two other solutions.

15             Last year the state put $45

16    million in violence intervention

17    programs across the Commonwealth

18    through the PA Commission on Crime and

19    Delinquency, and that was a start.

20    There was a start in investing in our

21    communities and helping not only heal

22    the trauma but prevent the trauma in

23    the first place by having some of

24    those solutions that you heard from

25    outreach workers to victim services
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 1    and workforce development programs.

 2             What we know is that those

 3    programs are most successful when they

 4    are targeted at those most likely to

 5    be involved in violence, so only about

 6    1 percent of a city is actually

 7    directly involved as a perpetrator in

 8    violence, though obviously the ripple

 9    effects as you heard are much larger

10    here.

11             And so, one of our

12    recommendations and the City has put

13    its own money, about $20 million into

14    such programs last session, I know is

15    considering what is appropriate this

16    session.  I think for CeaseFirePA and

17    many of our partners, one of our

18    recommendations is to really target

19    those programs.  I want to be clear.

20    We need community cleanup and

21    community investments.

22             We need libraries and rec

23    centers and opportunities for youth

24    and everything that you heard from the

25    Enough is Enough Coalition, but we
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 1    also need to make sure we are

 2    providing resources and connections

 3    and tools and outreach to those most

 4    likely to perpetrate the violence that

 5    is causing the trauma in our

 6    communities.

 7             In one study in another

 8    state, in Massachusetts, they fund

 9    about $80,000 per homicide dedicated

10    to programs to mostly in their cases a

11    demographic of 18- to 30-year-old

12    Black men who are most likely to be

13    involved in violence were able to

14    reduce aggravated assault and homicide

15    by 30 percent over five years.  Now,

16    we have to go far beyond 30 percent

17    considering what we are experiencing

18    here in Philadelphia.  But I think the

19    key point here to take away is that

20    having a set-aside, resources for

21    individuals most likely to be involved

22    in violence in addition to other

23    funding is really going to be critical

24    to preventing the shootings before

25    they happen.
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 1             In the City of Philadelphia

 2    based on our current homicide rate,

 3    that would mean a dedicated program of

 4    about $40 million a year that would

 5    slowly decrease over time as we get

 6    the homicides under control.  It has

 7    the added benefit of not only reducing

 8    homicides, but reducing aggravated

 9    assault.  That's the first piece.

10             The second piece I think is

11    much more clear coordination.  I think

12    as this Committee and others have

13    heard, we are investing resources but

14    we need on-the-ground strategic

15    programs that are coordinating the

16    multitude of efforts from workforce

17    development to community improvement

18    to outreach efforts within each highly

19    targeted neighborhoods that is

20    experiencing high rates of violence,

21    whether you want to do that by block,

22    neighborhood or zip code.

23             And so, having someone who is

24    in charge of those resources at the

25    City or state or local level and is
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 1    really playing a quarterbacking role

 2    to ensure that we are filling the gaps

 3    rather than having community

 4    organizations compete with each other

 5    or overlap with each other in terms of

 6    the resources being provided, we'll

 7    make sure that we can stretch our

 8    limited dollars of the City and

 9    hopefully the state level further in

10    addressing this crisis.

11             So I think obviously there

12    are some limitations in terms of what

13    City Council can do within that

14    regard, but I think thinking about how

15    do we set up programs where there is a

16    dedicated quarterback who has the

17    overview of the community needs and

18    really crafting plans that are filling

19    the gap, and this is something that

20    Office of Violence Prevention and the

21    Mayor's Managing Director's Office

22    should be doing as part of those

23    grant-funded programs will go a long

24    way and has been proven to be

25    effective at other places like
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 1    Milwaukee, like Atlanta and D.C. and

 2    Baltimore by having that local effect.

 3    So that's the second.

 4             The third recommendation I

 5    want to make is the other side of the

 6    coin.  Much of today's conversation

 7    has focused on how do we address the

 8    damage and the hurt to our communities

 9    that are driving this violence, help

10    people heal and help prevent it, and

11    that could not be more important.  But

12    we know from research that access to

13    firearms leads to more violence.

14             And in Philadelphia, a recent

15    study from the Brady Group found that

16    just six gun stores, six gun stores

17    are responsible for 57 percent of

18    recovered crime guns in the state of

19    Pennsylvania, and those six stores are

20    here in Philadelphia.  That is huge

21    evidence of what we know is an ongoing

22    problem with stores failing to enforce

23    existing law and allowing more illegal

24    firearm trafficking.

25             What we know from past
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 1    research is some of those stores have

 2    never been inspected.  And when they

 3    have been by ATF, that they get a slap

 4    on the wrist.  You could imagine if we

 5    had restaurants that every week we're

 6    giving people salmonella and E. coli,

 7    everyone would be calling on the

 8    Department of Health to shut them

 9    down.  We have stores that are fueling

10    a crisis that are taking the lives and

11    causing trauma to our youth in

12    Philadelphia, and they are a -- I'm

13    not saying that we shouldn't sell guns

14    in the City.  That's not our position,

15    but they need to follow the laws to

16    prevent straw purchases to prevent the

17    diversion of firearms underground that

18    are fueling these shootings.

19             The City of Philadelphia has

20    more opportunities and I think City

21    Council can be a partner and provide

22    resources to allow enforcement of

23    existing law.  For instance, two

24    opportunities.  One is Brady provides

25    a code of conduct for good gun stores



Children and Youth Committee 110 
6/15/2022 

Strehlow and Associates/LEXITAS 
215-504-4622

 1    that goes above and beyond existing

 2    law.  And maybe we can explore ways to

 3    encourage the use of that code of

 4    contact as good neighbors within our

 5    City of Philadelphia if they're going

 6    to sell firearms here.

 7             The second is enforcement

 8    capacity, which is the City and the

 9    Law Department and the Police

10    Department should look at mechanisms

11    to evaluate and investigate those

12    stores.  And when there are trace-back

13    crime guns, to increase enforcement,

14    increase inspections or stop buys to

15    hopefully hold them because ultimately

16    what we know from other locations is

17    if someone's looking over your

18    shoulder, sadly you're more likely to

19    follow the law.

20             I'm sure these youth know it

21    from their teachers and parents.  We

22    could say, and we know it in the

23    corporate world, that having someone

24    who is helping you enforce the

25    existing laws will save lives.  I
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 1    think these three recommendations are

 2    the place I would start in terms of

 3    addressing this crisis.  Increased

 4    targeted funding that is really highly

 5    targeting those most likely to be

 6    involved in violence, two, deeper

 7    coordination at a neighborhood level

 8    with a quarterback and, three,

 9    enforcement of existing laws for gun

10    stores.

11             The last piece I would just

12    say is the continued advocacy for

13    action at the state level.  We have a

14    state level crisis and we're stuck

15    here in Philadelphia with limits.  But

16    I think what you heard today and I

17    went on the record because there's a

18    court case going hopefully in front of

19    the Supreme Court is that

20    fundamentally the youth you heard are

21    being deprived of their constitutional

22    right to life and liberty, and that is

23    a failure of our government and it is

24    not just a failure for lack of

25    solutions, but a failure for refusal
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 1    of solutions at the state level.  And

 2    it is time for our court system to

 3    recognize that failure, and I know the

 4    City and many of y'all are involved in

 5    that effort.  But it is important that

 6    the students understand that they have

 7    that right to life and liberty, and

 8    that they understand that we are going

 9    to fight for it and that hopefully the

10    court will recognize that it

11    ultimately outweighs the access to a

12    firearm.  Thank you for the time to

13    talk to you today and for this

14    important hearing.

15             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

16    so much, Mr. Garber.

17             Can the next witness please

18    be -- are you ready to testify and if

19    you are, you may state your name for

20    the record and then you may proceed

21    with your testimony.

22             MS. MENAPACE GLAVIN:  Good

23    morning.  Thank you.  I am ready.  My

24    name is Caroline Menapace Glavin.  I

25    am a clinical social work supervisor
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 1    at the Children's Hospital of

 2    Philadelphia Center for Violence

 3    Prevention.  Our center has various

 4    programs to prevent, intervene and

 5    address violence in our communities.

 6             I will primarily be sharing

 7    the work of CHOP's Healthier Together

 8    Initiative, Growing Resilience in

 9    Teens Program as well as CHOP's

10    Violence Intervention Program.  These

11    programs work with youth ages 8 to 18

12    years old to address social

13    determinants of health, specifically

14    around youth's exposure to community

15    violence and trauma.

16             The Violence Intervention

17    Program is an example of many

18    hospital-based programs around the

19    country that are dedicated to breaking

20    the cycle of violence for children and

21    young adults following a violent

22    injury.  The Growing Resilience in

23    Teens Program works with violence-

24    exposed youth and intervenes early to

25    provide support and services to
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 1    bolster resilience and promote

 2    healing.  Because we know that

 3    violence permeates communities,

 4    impacts entire families and can lead

 5    to poor outcomes, our programs support

 6    youth and families with intensive case

 7    management as they obtain medical

 8    follow-up care, navigate the legal

 9    system and engage in trauma-focused

10    mental health treatment.

11             I appreciate the opportunity

12    to speak today on this very important

13    issue of gun violence in the City.  I

14    hope to provide insight based on my

15    work that can improve access,

16    resources and policies that amplify

17    youth voices and support families

18    while working towards solutions to gun

19    violence prevention in the City of

20    Philadelphia.

21             I will begin by discussing my

22    experiences working with children

23    exposed to gun violence, review

24    findings from a recent study conducted

25    at CHOP and then outline some
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 1    recommendations to support youth and

 2    adolescents who have been exposed to

 3    gun violence.  One child's story comes

 4    to mind, a 14-year-old African

 5    American male entered CHOP's Growing

 6    Resilience in Teens program, which we

 7    call GRIT, last September after

 8    exposure to significant gun violence

 9    in his community.

10             He was experiencing post-

11    traumatic stress and anxiety symptoms

12    such as trouble sleeping,

13    hypervigilance and fear of returning

14    home from school.  He shared with me

15    that he and his family recently had to

16    duck behind their car while unloading

17    groceries because there was a shoot-

18    out nearby.  He also shared that a

19    bullet had recently come through his

20    bedroom window, shattering the glass

21    but missing him and his brother while

22    they slept.

23             Data from our Violence

24    Intervention Program tells us that

25    almost 50 percent of the youth
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 1    enrolled in the program have heard

 2    gunshots in their neighborhood at

 3    least several times.  With the support

 4    of his family and their GRIT case

 5    manager, this youth and family

 6    relocated to a safer area, enrolled in

 7    trauma-focused therapy to address his

 8    symptoms and he engaged in a peer

 9    support group.  By engaging in trauma

10    therapy now, he is less likely to

11    experience long-term mental or

12    physical health issues.

13             He made great strides to heal

14    and recover from his post-traumatic

15    stress symptoms and was excelling in

16    school.  While this family was able to

17    relocate within Philadelphia and

18    ultimately feel safer, relocation is

19    only one response to this problem.

20    While relocation may seem like the

21    best option, there may be unintended

22    consequences.  After relocating, a

23    child is uprooted from their

24    community, their supportive teacher or

25    a great football team.
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 1             Relocation cannot be our only

 2    or even our first response to violent

 3    crime.  We need to address the root of

 4    the violence, bolster resources and

 5    create safer communities.  In my

 6    experience, we as providers tend to

 7    focus services on the identified

 8    victims of gun violence.  While this

 9    is essential, we know all too well

10    that each victim is someone's child,

11    best friend, sister, brother, cousin,

12    nephew, niece or student.

13             46 percent of the youth

14    enrolled in the Violence Intervention

15    Program since 2020 have had a close

16    friend or family member been shot.  We

17    know that for each episode of gun

18    violence an entire community is

19    crushed.  I also want to highlight

20    that in Philadelphia, like many other

21    cities, gun violence

22    disproportionately impacts Black

23    children and families living in

24    poverty often in small specific

25    locations within neighborhoods.  This
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 1    is due to the enduring effects of

 2    structural racism which have led to

 3    persistent racial segregation and

 4    concentrated poverty.

 5             Reducing neighborhood gun

 6    violence must therefore be a priority

 7    for all health systems and

 8    policymakers who care about promoting

 9    health equity.  We know that youth who

10    are exposed to community violence are

11    at risk for long-term mental health

12    problems.

13             A study done here at CHOP and

14    the University of Pennsylvania showed

15    that children who lived closest to

16    incidents involving guns were more

17    likely to have emergency department

18    visits for mental and behavioral

19    health issues in the weeks after those

20    incidents.  Beneath the numbers of

21    gunshot injuries and deaths are the

22    stories that I hear on a daily basis

23    from children and families impacted by

24    gun violence.

25             The youth I work with at CHOP
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 1    are clearly experiencing increased

 2    trauma symptoms.  Many of them have

 3    trouble sleeping, have nightmares,

 4    suicidal thoughts, trouble focusing

 5    and are hypervigilant and afraid to

 6    walk down certain streets.  Our

 7    children tell us that they cannot stop

 8    worrying that something bad will

 9    happen to them or their family or

10    their loved ones.

11             We need to do better.  We

12    need to come together to prioritize

13    the health and well-being of our

14    children.  We must find ways to

15    coordinate efforts and services across

16    systems.  Our social work case

17    managers spend their days and often

18    their nights helping youth and

19    families obtain medical care, mental

20    health services and advocating within

21    other social service areas where

22    representatives speak different

23    language and have differing goals.

24             We must reduce silos and work

25    together to eliminate redundancy and
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 1    reduce the logistic and emotional

 2    barriers for our youth and families

 3    who are navigating multiple systems.

 4    While no one program initiative or

 5    intervention is going to fix the

 6    crisis that our children face, we can

 7    work together to ensure that we care

 8    for the entire family to provide a

 9    holistic approach.

10             I have learned firsthand the

11    importance of wrapping support and

12    services around the whole family

13    directly, especially after gun

14    violence.  By providing a youth-

15    centered and family-led approach, our

16    programs at the Center for Violence

17    Prevention prioritize the youth and

18    family's voice and choice.  We work

19    together with families to identify

20    goals and work toward addressing

21    needs.  We allow youth the space to

22    identify the goals they have for

23    themselves and we work in

24    collaboration with caregivers to

25    accomplish these goals.
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 1             In addition to our case

 2    management support, we offer a psycho-

 3    educational peer-led support group

 4    called BRAVE, Building Resilience

 5    After Violent Experiences, available

 6    to youth enrolled in our Violence

 7    Intervention Program and Growing

 8    Resilience In Teens program.  Group

 9    members learn about common stress

10    reactions and coping skills while

11    receiving increased social support and

12    a sense of belonging.

13             Our peer mentors lead the

14    group.  Members hear from someone with

15    the same experience while peer mentors

16    gain leadership skills, job readiness

17    skills and continue healing from

18    telling their story and helping

19    others.

20             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:

21    Ms. Glavin, I apologize.  But I just

22    need you to probably wrap up your

23    testimony.  I appreciate so much what

24    it is, but we have to conclude by

25    11:00 am, and we are really against
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 1    it.  We would love to be able to also

 2    just invite a few comments from our

 3    Members.

 4             And I know that Councilmember

 5    Kenyatta Johnson has joined us as well

 6    and has been on the call for a while,

 7    so my apologies for not recognizing

 8    him a little earlier.  But if we could

 9    just wrap up, that would be really

10    critical right now for us.  Thank you.

11             MS. MENAPACE GLAVIN:  Yes.

12    There is significant evidence that

13    youth benefit from feeling like they

14    are contributing to their community

15    and their storytelling and sharing

16    one's experience can be beneficial.

17    We must work together to create a

18    larger, more robust network of

19    providers so that every child in

20    Philadelphia and their loved ones have

21    access to the care they need and

22    deserve.  I want to thank

23    Councilmember Thomas for the

24    invitation to testify and the members

25    of the Council for holding a hearing
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 1    on this important issue.  Thank you.

 2             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

 3    so much, Ms. Glavin.  Thank you so

 4    much, Mr. Garber.

 5             We have just a few minutes.

 6    Are there any questions from any

 7    members of the Committee?  I do want

 8    to note for both of you that your

 9    testimony has been circulated to all

10    members of the Committee.  We are

11    taking them in close consideration,

12    especially, Mr. Garber, will probably

13    circle back to you on Question No. 3

14    or Recommendation No. 3, which I'm

15    very much interested in following up

16    with you on.

17             Are there any questions from

18    any members of our Committee?

19             COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I

20    have one.  Madam Chair, is any of the

21    youth still on or did they log off

22    from the testimony that was given?

23             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:

24    Mr. Forster, are there any members of

25    the former panel --
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 1             MS. DONZA:  Yeah, we right

 2    here.

 3             MS. PAYTON:  Yes.

 4             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Okay --

 5             COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Yes, I

 6    just have a question.  My name is

 7    Councilman Kenyatta Johnson.  I just

 8    want to thank you for your testimony.

 9    Thank you for taking time out of your

10    schedule and making a choice to be a

11    part of this dialogue, which

12    ultimately impacts you and your

13    generation.

14             A lot of times us as adults

15    we're looking at comprehensively and

16    holistically.  We talk about trauma.

17    We talk about addressing institutional

18    racism.  We talk about the issue of

19    poverty, which all of those things

20    play a role in addressing the issue of

21    gun violence.

22             But can y'all enlighten me

23    regarding the issue of how we look at

24    the culture of violence and how it

25    relates to some of the things around
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 1    music and things that are totally

 2    accepted or I don't want to say

 3    glorified, but at the end of the day

 4    things are "cool,".  So for instance,

 5    Lil Durk, NBA YoungBoy, how does that

 6    play a role in the context of how we

 7    can change the attitudes -- that's

 8    really what I want to get at --

 9    changing the attitudes of what's cool

10    when it comes to gun violence and

11    what's not that part of our culture?

12             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  And if we

13    could try to keep this somewhat brief,

14    that would be great.  We want to keep

15    all the testimony, so please proceed.

16    If any young person would like to

17    respond to Councilmember Johnson, if

18    you could just state your name for the

19    record.

20             MS. DONZA:  My name is Hadja,

21    and I was going to say it is -- I

22    think the kids don't really look at

23    the music videos and stuff as if it's

24    like a big problem because it's used

25    for props, like that's how they make
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 1    their videos and stuff.  It'll be hard

 2    for you to get in contact with Lil

 3    Durk and say, oh, Lil Durk, if you can

 4    stop using guns in your videos,

 5    that'll help the youth.  Lil Durk is

 6    all the way in Chicago.

 7             And then we have the same

 8    issues in Philadelphia.  Some people

 9    don't listen to Lil Durk and they

10    still shoot guns, so I don't think the

11    music is a big issue.  I mean, they do

12    say, like, bad things in the music and

13    stuff, but anybody that knows

14    actually that uses their brain

15    actually, you know, I don't know how

16    to explain it, but you shouldn't go

17    off music and live your life off the

18    music.  Like, that's what I'm trying

19    to say.

20             COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.

21    How does drill music play a role in

22    some of the things that we're seeing

23    today, and I'll wrap up on that, or it

24    may not play a role?  But I've seen a

25    lot of diss -- I've seen a lot
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 1    recently of diss videos from one

 2    neighborhood to another neighborhood

 3    and putting people's relatives inside

 4    of these videos based upon the various

 5    things that happen inside the

 6    neighborhood.  How do we combat that

 7    aspect from a youth standpoint?

 8    Because y'all -- the power is really

 9    with the young people.

10             MR. JACKSON:  Can you hear

11    me?

12             COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.

13             MR. JACKSON:  My name is

14    Davion Jackson, and I just want to say

15    that it just brings what's happening

16    in these cities, these different

17    cities, like to light and, you know, a

18    lot of young people such as ourselves

19    watch these videos and hear these

20    songs that's talking about it.  And

21    some people take it as you know what,

22    they're doing this to their, I'll say,

23    ops, let me do it to mine and see how

24    this goes.  So they want to make songs

25    about it now.
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 1             Now, they're dissing their

 2    ops, dissing their ops as dead people

 3    and then it becomes a whole situation

 4    towards where this person did this,

 5    I'm going to get back at them, not

 6    even just coming back at them in a

 7    song, now, I want this person dead.

 8    So they follow --

 9             MS. PAYTON:  It's more

10    generational --

11             MR. JACKSON:  In some

12    cases --

13             MS. DONZA:  That's what I'm

14    saying.  Like, it'll be harder to stop

15    it with us.  Like, I think we need a

16    bigger group because these things

17    happened from people like 10 years

18    ago.  Sometimes they don't even know

19    the history who died.  They'll just

20    feed off, oh, their dad died, so

21    they'll get back to somebody else's

22    daughter or somebody else's son.

23             So that's what I'm saying,

24    like, if you stop it in the shorter

25    run instead of waiting until they're
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 1    18, 19, then all of a sudden the youth

 2    programs end at 18.  Like, you got to

 3    continue with all to 20 because you

 4    could pick up a gun at 50 and want to

 5    kill somebody because they killed your

 6    dad.  Like, I feel like it should

 7    never stop at no age range.  Everybody

 8    should be a part of the situation or

 9    get everybody involved.

10             COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Okay --

11             MR. JACKSON:  And

12    personally -- I'm sorry.

13             COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Go

14    ahead.

15             MR. JACKSON:  And personally,

16    we have to be as older as we are all

17    the way down to the younger ones that

18    that is happening to.  We have to be

19    smarter about it.  We have to help

20    them understand that this is just

21    drill music.  You don't have to go out

22    and do it.  It's not something for you

23    to go out and do.  It's just for you

24    to listen to.  We have to have some

25    type of acknowledgement to let them
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 1    know this is not something for them to

 2    do.

 3             COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.

 4    Well, listen, I want to thank all

 5    three of y'all.  And I thank

 6    Councilman Isaiah Thomas for really

 7    hosting the most important people that

 8    need to be at the table which is our

 9    young people, because that's the only

10    way we're going to go out and address

11    the situation from a realistic

12    perspective.  So thank you all for

13    your testimony.

14             No more comments, Madam

15    Chair.  Thank you to the panelists,

16    Adam and everyone else.  Thank you.

17             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you,

18    and thank you to our young people for

19    answering as well, and thank you for

20    staying and listening.

21             This is really important,

22    Councilmember Johnson.  We made a

23    commitment earlier that we were going

24    to work -- this Committee will work

25    closely with the Enough is Enough



Children and Youth Committee 131 
6/15/2022 

Strehlow and Associates/LEXITAS 
215-504-4622

 1    Coalition on a regular basis to be

 2    able to expand on the recommendations

 3    that they have delivered to our City

 4    and to ensure that we're reaching

 5    young people a little bit better than

 6    what we've been doing for, you know,

 7    certainly better than what we've been

 8    doing.

 9             Are there any other questions

10    for the final panel from any other

11    members of the Committee?

12                  (No response.)

13             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Seeing

14    none, we will have some closing

15    comments.  And I'd like to turn it

16    over to Vice-Chair Thomas.

17    Councilmember Thomas.

18             COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm going

19    to be very brief.  Thank you, Madam

20    Chair.  I appreciate it.

21             I want to say thank you to

22    that last panel of experts who do this

23    on a consistent basis as well.  I wish

24    we could have engaged a little bit

25    more in dialogue, but we did run out
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 1    of time.  So I do want to say thank

 2    you to that last panel.  But more

 3    importantly, thank you to the young

 4    people.

 5             At the end of the day, we are

 6    involved in a lot of conversations and

 7    there are a lot of recommendations and

 8    things that are suggested that we can

 9    do about gun violence.  But at the end

10    of the day, often those things are out

11    of our jurisdiction.  The young people

12    came today with deliverables that we

13    can actually do, that we can control

14    and impact ourselves.  And I'm excited

15    for their recommendations.

16             And I think more importantly

17    I'm optimistic for the future.  They

18    are the future of our City.  They are

19    the future of our country.  They are

20    the future of our world.  And at the

21    end of the day, they're able to

22    identify these problems and are able

23    to offer recommendations for us now,

24    which I'm optimistic will turn into

25    permanent solutions as they grow into
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 1    the same seats that we currently hold

 2    right now.

 3             So thank you, Madam Chair.  I

 4    appreciate the leverage and the

 5    opportunity to have this important

 6    conversation, and I look forward to

 7    continuing to work with the entire

 8    collective to make sure that we are

 9    fighting for the citizens of

10    Philadelphia.

11             One of the things I always

12    say, we never know how many lives

13    we'll save when we do this work.  And

14    one of the things that young people

15    are asking for is prevention-based

16    initiatives.  We do a lot of

17    intervention and we want to put up a

18    lot of different initiatives to catch

19    people when they do something wrong.

20             And I think what the young

21    people are putting the emphasis on is

22    not necessarily catching somebody when

23    they do something wrong, but

24    preventing them from doing something

25    wrong in the first place.
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 1             Thank you, Madam Chair.  I

 2    appreciate you.

 3             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Yes,

 4    that's right.  And if we could just

 5    put an amen on that.

 6             Also, just a reminder that

 7    it's not just about the future for

 8    these young people, and I think we all

 9    know that.  You're more than our

10    future.  You're our right now.  You're

11    the leaders we need right this moment.

12    And I've frequently said it's

13    different five years from now for all

14    of you.  It'll be a different city, a

15    different feeling.

16             And so, we need you right

17    now.  We need you in your sophomore

18    year.  We need you in your junior

19    year, in your senior year to be

20    guiding us through this because there

21    isn't any other time that it feels

22    like this for you.  And so, we are

23    committed.  I think you heard that

24    we've been pushing on our own.  I

25    think we're in alignment.
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 1             I want to thank Vice-Chair

 2    Thomas for his tremendous resolution

 3    and reminding us that this City

 4    Council body was built for exactly

 5    moments like this and this Committee

 6    dedicated to children and youth in

 7    particular is built for uplifting the

 8    voices of our young people.

 9             I want to thank all of our

10    Committee members.  I know,

11    Councilmember Johnson, you're up next

12    with yours.

13             So I would like to ask, there

14    being no further questions from

15    members of this Committee and no other

16    witnesses to testify, I will ask if

17    there's anyone else present in this

18    hearing whose name we have failed to

19    call upon and that wishes to offer

20    testimony on the resolution being

21    considered today?

22                  (No response.)

23             COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  I want

24    to give you your props, Madam Chair,

25    for always -- you're not new to this.
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 1    You've always been focusing on keeping

 2    young people at the forefront.  And

 3    even in the midst of the work that I'm

 4    doing, you'll say, hey, Councilman,

 5    that's great the work that you're

 6    doing, let's partner to make sure that

 7    we're addressing and supporting our

 8    young people in a proactive way so

 9    they can be a part of this

10    conversation.  So thank you.

11             And again, I thank the

12    sponsor of the resolution, the mighty

13    young Councilman Isaiah Thomas from

14    the mighty Northwest Philadelphian

15    empowering our youth.  Enough is

16    Enough, keep up the good work,

17    everyone.

18             All right.  I'm quiet, Madam

19    Chair.

20             COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

21    very much, Councilmember Johnson.

22             Hearing none, I want to thank

23    all the panelists, all the witnesses,

24    all of our young people for their

25    participation today.  We value your
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 1    opinions and we will take them to

 2    heart and we will be back in touch

 3    with you.

 4             This concludes the public

 5    hearing of the Committee on Children

 6    and Youth.  We will now recess this

 7    hearing until the call of the Chair.

 8    Thank you everybody for your

 9    attendance.

10             (Committee on Children and

11    Youth concluded at 11:04 a.m.)
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