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COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
nor ni ng, everybody. | understand that
state law currently requires that the
fol | ow ng announcenent be nmade at the
begi nning of every renote public
hearing as follows: Due to the
current public health enmergency, Cty
Council Committees are currently
neeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teanms to make these renote
heari ngs possi bl e.

I nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Commttees are included in the
public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News,

Phi | adel phia I nquirer and Legal
Intelligencer prior to the hearings
and can al so be found on
PHLCouncil.com | now note that the
hour has cone.

M. Forster, will you please

call the roll to take attendance.
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Menbers who are in attendance pl ease
i ndi cate that you are present when
your nane is called. Also, please say
a few brief words when respondi ng so
that your inmage will be displayed on
screen when you speak.

THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chair, coll eagues. |
am present .

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
nor ni ng.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER Good

nor ni ng, Madam Chair and col | eagues.

Present.
THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Johnson.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good

nor ni ng, Madam Chair. Good norning,
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col | eagues. Good norning to the
listening public. |'m present.

THE CLERK: Good norni ng
And, Chairperson Gym

COUNCI LMOVAN GYM | am
present. Thank you. A quorum of the
Commttee is present and this hearing
Is now called to order. This is the
public hearing of the Commttee on
Children and Youth regarding Bill No.
220239 and Resol ution No. 220436.
Prior to the Clerk reading the titles
of the legislation, | would like to
note for the record that Bill No.
220239 i s bei ng hel d.

M. Forster, will you please
read the title of the |legislation
bei ng consi dered today.

THE CLERK: Resol ution No.
220436, authorizing the Commttee on
Children and Youth to hold hearings
addressing the findings of the Enough
I s Enough Students Agai nst Gun
Vi ol ence Canpai gn survey, which ains

to address the experiences of

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Children and Youth Commttee
6/ 15/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Phi | adel phi a H gh School students
surroundi ng gun violence in the Cty.

COUNCI LWVOVAN GYM  Thank you.
Bef ore we begin to hear testinony from
the witnesses we have for today,
everyone who has been invited to the
neeting to testify should be aware
that this is a public hearing. It is
bei ng recorded. And because the
hearing is public, participants and
vi ewers have no reasonabl e expectation
of privacy. By continuing to be in
the neeting, you are consenting to
bei ng recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the questions
or comments they have for w tnesses, |
will note for the record at this tine
that we will use the chat feature
avail able in Mcrosoft Teans to all ow
Menbers to signify that they wwsh to
be recognized. In order to conply
wi th the Sunshine Act, the chat
feature nust only be used for this

pur pose and solely by Gty
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Counci | menbers. And (inaudible) --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

M. derk, this is Vice-Chair Thonas.
Did our Chair lose Internet -- there
she is. Never m nd.

COUNCI LWVOVAN GYM A little
bit of a technical glitch. W
apol ogi es, everybody.

Before we begin, | would Iike
to invite our Council sponsor to nake
sonme opening remarks and to wel cone
our guests, especially the young
peopl e who are present today.
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Madam Chair. And | can
conpletely relate to the technica
I ssues yesterday. Technol ogy defeated
me so | understand.

Good norning, everyone. (Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. And nost
i mportantly, good norning to the young
peopl e who decided to join us today.
Madam Chair, | appreciate the

opportunity to just frame our

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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1 conversation. | don't want to be too
2 | ong-w nded now because | know we're
3 going to go in-depth, but the young
4 peopl e across the City of Phil adel phia
5 t hought it was necessary for their
6 voi ces to be heard and for their
7 perspective to be communicated as it
8 relates to the gun violence crisis
9 that we're dealing with in the Gty of
10 Phi | adel phi a and honestly all across
11 the country.
12 The perspective that young
13 peopl e have, their |ived experiences
14 and the things that they're going
15 through, it's sonething that none of
16 us can relate to. Wile we m ght have
17 gone to the simlar schools and we
18 grew up in simlar nei ghborhoods, none
19 of us knows what it nmeans to do these
20 t hi ngs during the pandem c. None of
21 us knows what it neans to do these
22 things with the gun violence crisis
23 the way it is as well as a nunber of
24 other ills as it relates to the
25 society we live in.
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1 Over the past week, |'ve been
2 privileged enough to attend four
3 di fferent graduations, high school as
4 wel |l as middle school. And out of the
5 four graduations, | was able to attend
6 not even including ny own son's, three
7 out of the four had gun violence as a
8 part of the remarks as it relates to
9 graduation. | renenber graduating
10 from hi gh school 20 years ago. This
11 year makes 20 years since | graduated
12 from high school. And at ny high
13 school graduation, gun viol ence wasn't
14 atopic. And I'mpretty sure nost of
15 the adults on this call right now can
16 relate to the perspective that | had
17 wher eas though gun vi ol ence was not
18 sonet hi ng we di scussed on the podi um
19 as it relates to acconplishing one of
20 the nost inportant things that you can
21 acconplish before the age of 18.
22 So what our young people are
23 goi ng through today is unprecedented.
24 It's inmportant that we give them
25 platfornms like this to be able to
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comuni cate their perspective and
their opinion, and I'"'mexcited to
listen to not just the data and the
findings fromtheir research and their
survey, but nore inportantly,
recommendations as it relates to what
we can do to inprove the quality of
life for them

Thank you, Madam Chair. |
appreci ate the opportunity to make a
few brief remarks. And thank you to
all the young people who thought it
not robbery to be a part of this
conversation today even while they're
on sumrer break

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWMOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much, Vice-Chair Thonas.

Are there any ot her Menbers
who woul d |i ke to make any openi ng
comment s?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Seei ng

none, |I'll just wel cone many of the

guests who are on here today. Thank

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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you so nuch for being a part of this
Commttee hearing. | want to thank

Vi ce-Chair Thomas for his trenmendous
work in shining a light on youth

voi ces. He's done nuch nore than
maki ng sure that he listens. He's

br ought young people's voices to the
hi ghest | evel s of governnent and he is
bringing it hone.

This is why | ocal governnent
has been created, to make sure that we
are responsive to, listening to,
shaped by and neeting the needs of the
constituents whom we serve right on
the ground. W're not far away in
sone other city doing our work. W're
ri ght here alongside all of you.

| want to thank especially
t he young peopl e who are on today.

Vi ce-Chair Thomas, | also did a nunber
of graduations. W did seven
graduations this year, and | wll
concur that nmany young peopl e spoke
about a year that was filled with

enornous pride in their
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acconpl i shments but al so real concerns
about the future. And part of what we
are doing today is to make sure that
we open up space for young people to

| et them know, to let all of us --
remnd all of us actually that their
voi ces right now, whether they're 8
years old or 18 years old, is the nost
i nportant tine for them

You' re never going to wal k
through the City again at age 16, and
how you feel and nove through the Cty
right now is of the utnost inportance,
ensuring that the Gty is a place of
opportunity, a place of security, a
pl ace of joy, it's childhood, it's
youth. That is our primary, prinmary
reason for many of us on this Cty
Council Committee, our prinmary reason
for even being in office.

So we | ook forward to the
testinony ahead and just honor
everybody who cane forward. And
agai n, thank you, thank you,

Vi ce-Chair Thomas for |eading on this
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wor K.
M. Forster, will you please
call the first panel we have to

testify this afternoon on Resol ution

220436.

THE CLERK: Yes. LaDeshia
Maxwel | .

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
nmorni ng, Ms. Maxwell. Are you

connected and ready to proceed?

M5, MAXWELL: Good norni ng,
Madam Chair. Yes, | am

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Great .
Thank you. Please state your nane for
the record and you may proceed with
your testinony.

M5, MAXWELL: H. M nane is
LaDeshia Maxwel . |'m Governor Tom
Wl f's Deputy Sout heast Regi onal
Director and the Executive Director
for the Governor's Advisory Comm ssion
on African American Affairs. Governor
WIf is unable to attend today's
hearing, but wanted to share the

foll ow ng remarks:

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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|"mproud to join with
students fromall across Phil adel phi a
to call for an end to gun viol ence,
but Enough is Enough Students Agai nst
@un Vi ol ence Canpai gn pul |l together
the voices of the City's youth to cal
for change. And | want you to know
that | hear you. | hear you and |
will continue to fight for your right
to live, play and |learn in peace.

You shoul dn't have to beg
your legislators to keep you safe at
school. W nust cl ose background
check | oophol es, enact red flag | aws,
add safe storage requirenents and
strengt hen mandatory reporting of | ost
guns. |'mproud of each and every one
of you for standing up and rai sing
your voices to call for change, and I
vow to keep standing with you. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nmuch, Ms. Maxwel .

Are there any questions or

comments from nenbers of the

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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Committee?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Seei ng

none - -
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Madam
Chair --
COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  |'m
sorry. I'mjust struggling a little

bit with the chat feature so |'m goi ng
to go ahead and apol ogi ze for that.
That's ny little technical issue and
"Il get it together.

| just wanted to say thank
you to LaDeshia who's here on behal f
of our Governor Tom Wl f. And | was
just also hoping that LaDeshia would
be wlling to nake a few brief renmarks
about the surplus that the state is
sitting on and sone of the things that
t he Governor mght be doing to try to
advocate for those dollars to be
rel eased.

We know that the state has a

mul ti-billion dollar surplus right

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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now. We know that there are

| egislators in Harrisburg who don't
want that noney released for politica
reasons, while in the Gty of

Phi | adel phia we're dealing with a
nunber of different crises. So before
we | et LaDeshia from Governor Wl f's
Ofice go, again | wanted to say thank
you and | was hopi ng you can give a
few remar ks about the surplus of
dol l ars and what we can antici pate
here in Phil adel phi a.

M5. MAXVELL: Thank you,
Counci | mrenber Thomas, for the
question. | amunable to tal k about
the surplus because | amunsure. But
| know that we are working on to
rel ease a gun vi ol ence package of
about $35 million and | think a little
bit nore. 1'Il have the nunbers -- |
can definitely get the nunbers over to
your office. But, yeah, | can't
di scuss that.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: No

problem No problem | just think

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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1 it's inportant -- first of all, again
2 t hank you for being here. But | think
3 it's inportant to put that information
4 on the record that while we in
5 Phi | adel phia are spread thin with a
6 $5.6 billion budget, the Commobnweal t h
7 of Pennsyl vani a has nore than doubl ed
8 that in a fund that they're
9 essentially not using that we are
10 obligated to use based on the
11 requi rements of federal stinmulus
12 dollars. So | just think that that's
13 i nportant information to put out there
14 for the record.
15 And of course, thank you for
16 all the work that you're doing and we
17 appreci ate you being here supporting
18 our young people this norning. Thank
19 you.
20 M5. MAXWELL: Thank you very
21 much.
22 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
23 very much, Vice-Chair Thomas. And
24 ["l1l echo Vice-Chair Thomas' remarKks.
25 Thank you very nuch,
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Ms. Maxwel |, for being here today to
deliver the Governor's nessage. And
then of course as you know, you can
feel our City and its needs and we
firmy believe that handling gun
violence is not only an urgent public
safety issue, it's an econonic
security issue, it is a health issue,
it is a children and youth issue.
It's a school's, an education issue,
there's no question. So we appreciate
a concentration of effort around this.
If the state won't enact --
I f our state |egislature won't enact
commonsense gun | aws, then they should
be directing noney towards the
muni ci palities that are working hard
to heal our young people on the
ground, neeting needs and ensuring
that they are kept safe from harm
But we appreciate so nmuch your work on
that. Thank you so nuch.
And, M. Forster -- are there
any ot her questions? Before we close

out, are there any other questions for

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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Ms. Maxwel | for Panel No. 1?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Great.
Seei ng none, M. Forster, wll you
pl ease call the next panel to testify
on the resol ution.

THE CLERK: Asiyah Jones.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
after --

M5. JONES: Good norning.
How are you?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
norni ng, Ms. Jones. Are you
connected -- you're connected and
ready to proceed it appears. So if
you coul d pl ease state your nane for
the record and then you may proceed
Wi th your testinony.

M5. JONES: Good norning,
everyone. M nane is Asiyah Jones.
am a recent graduate fromlLa Salle
University in which | received both ny
Bachel or's and Master's in Public
Health and I'mcurrently the Youth

Leader shi p and Advocacy Proj ect
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Coordi nator at Care of Phil adel phi a.

During nmy | ast year of
graduate school, | had the pleasure of
interning for Council nenber 1| saiah
Thomas to conplete ny practicum
course. Prior to this internship, |
had taken an advocacy class in which |
decided to focus on youth viol ence
prevention, which ended up being a
topic that | quickly noticed |I was
very passionate about.

The news conti nuously showed
young peopl e being affected by gun
vi ol ence both as victins and
perpetrators. Then outside of the
news unfortunately | began to attend
funerals, both of famly and friends
around ny age who had lost their |ives
because of gun violence in our City.
When it was tinme to search for a
practicumsite, | wanted to do
everything -- do sonething related to
gun vi ol ence prevention, but struggled
to find a space in which |I woul dn't

just be an intern who filed papers
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away but really would be able to
i npl ement a project that could have an
I nfl uence.

Through ny education, | began
to notice how inpactful the advocacy
policy world was and deci ded to stop
| ooking for sites with just a health
view, but realize how nuch overal
politics played in public health and
as a public health major finding a
pl ace on the nore political side
wasn't the usual idea, yes.

This made nme renenber that
Counci | man Thomas' Chief of Staff had
given ne her card. And before
reaching out, | decided to do sone
research to make sure that Council man
Thomas' O fice would be a good fit and
qui ckly noticed the agendas on both
specifically gun viol ence agenda and
t he yout h agenda posted on his
websi te.

| then reached out to Dom
MIler, Chief of Staff for Council nman

Thomas, to see how | could conplete ny
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practicumw th them and ensure that ny
project idea was a great fit for the
office. They were very supportive and
willing to help. So in August of

2021, | began ny internship and
started to devel op ny practicum

proj ect plan.

My main goal was to focus on
getting Phil adel phia H gh School
students involved in advocacy around
surroundi ng gun viol ence prevention by
allowing themto know that they have a
voi ce when it conmes to decisions nade
in their Cty, especially when the
I ssues are affecting their lives too.
My original practicum project plan was
to host a listening session with
Phi | adel phi a H gh School students and
City Council around gun viol ence and
then provide a space to teach students
skills to advocate for thensel ves, an
I ssue they are passionate about.

A couple nonths into ny
practicum Sister Erica reached out to

Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thonas' O fice in
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regards to a collab with starting the
Enough i s Enough canpaign. |Isaiah's
office imedi ately put ne in contact
with Sister Erica since nmy project
i dea was very simlar and they thought
that col laboration with the office
woul d be a great idea.

The col | aborati on was
sonet hing inportant to nyself and the
of fi ce because we often see so many
organi zations doing simlar things but
wor ki ng separately instead of
conbi ning forces for a stronger
outcone. Wth the resources of the
office and the teamthat could focus
solely on this project, the results
ended up being better than we could
have imagined. To officially begin,
we rmade the Steering Conmittee so we
began to contact Phil adel phia Hi gh
School s to request that they have two
students represent their schools in
t he Enough i s Enough canpai gn.

We then began weekly staff

meetings and bi-weekly nmeetings with

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
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students. During our second neeting,
we had a goal of bringing in speakers
fromlocal organizations with the sane
goal of finding ways to prevent gun
violence in our City. After research
I n many organi zations, | selected the
Bel oved Care Project to provide the
students with a comunity-based
organi zation in which the founder
Khalif will bring a personal and
rel atabl e touch and then invite
CeaseFi rePA, which who could give a
st at ewi de perspective and give nore
facts and statistics about gun
vi ol ence around PA

During this time, Adam
Gar ber, the Executive Director for
CeaseFirePA, invited Enough is Enough
participants or students to
participate in their Advocacy Day in
which | was able to bring three
students along with ne to cone and
speak with Phil adel phi a
representatives about their

experiences as a young person in the
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City and their recommendations for
change.

After bringing back what we
| earned to the rest of the Steering
Committee, the visit with the
represent -- the rest of the Steering
Committee, it was great to brainstorm
effective recommendati ons for when we
officially -- for when EIE finally
cl osed the survey launch. For the
survey, the students for each schoo
had a question that they thought woul d
be good for the survey, when they went
t hrough those questions -- as we went
t hrough those questions as a | arger
group and edited them and nade sure
they were best and effective and ready
to send out.

After launching the survey,
after a few weeks students were able
to get over 1,000 responses from ot her
hi gh school students. | then brought
back those results to Council man
Thomas and his staff, and they were

amazed by the results and suggested
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that we introduce the resol ution
i nstead of just having | egislative
nmeeti ngs which was the original plan.

In order to ensure that this
was done in the best way, the staff
hel ped to thoroughly review the survey
and were a huge part in hoping to
cover the gaps and participants by
reaching out to their networks from
the parts of the Cty that the nine
school s i nvol ved did not cover.
Nor t heast Phil adel phia specifically
bei ng one maj or blind spot, but it was
qui ckly resolved by the help of the
Thomas team

By the end with the help all
around as the Enough is Enough
Canpaign Commttee along with the help
of the office of Council menber Thonas,
the survey received over 1, 300
respondents. Seeing how many students
took the tinme to fill out that survey
has shown ne how nuch young peopl e do
care, and the results show that the

I npact -- shows the inpact of this
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i ssue has on so many |ives. Although
the policies and practices put into
pl ace to keep students safe are nade
with good intention, | |learned from
t hese students that just sinply asking
them what they will want to do and
i ncl udi ng them can make a huge --
including themin the decisions can
make a huge difference rather than
t hose ol der than them nmaki ng deci si ons
based on what they think wll be best.

Throughout nmy time in
Counci | man Thomas' O fice, | was able
to gain experience with review ng and
editing resolutions which ultimately
all owed me to work wi th Council man
Thomas' staff to wite the resol ution
for Enough is Enough, in which we were
so grateful for the cosponsors who
took the tine to review this and
hopefully wll continue to help us
make a change in the City.

After the introduction of the
resolution, the Councilman's staff

hel ped us to prepare for a rally at
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1 City Hall. H's Communication Director
2 pl ayed a huge part in gathering press
3 to ensure that the students got the
4 coverage that they deserved. Spending
5 the year with Council man Thomas'
6 O fice was one of the best |earning
7 opportunities for me and allowed nme to
8 finish ny PH degree successfully. |
9 even earned the Honorable Mention
10 Practi cum Award for ny degree having
11 such an inpact on different people in
12 the CGty.
13 | sai ah and his staff
14 continuously allow young people to
15 have a voice and his office does
16 everything in their power to provide
17 you with the resources they need to be
18 successful. And we are hopeful that
19 the work done between us young peopl e
20 and Gty Council doesn't stop here.
21 Thank you.
22 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
23 so much, Ms. Jones, for your
24 i ncredi bl e amount of work, your
25 dedi cation. | know how fortunate

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




Children and Youth Commttee
6/ 15/ 2022

28

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Counci | mrenber Thomas was to have you
in the office and for what you've been
abl e to do.

| had a few questions and
then I wll pass it on to other
menbers of the Cormittee. W are
currently in budget session. And in
readi ng about sone of the things that
t he Enough is Enough Coalition has
been tal king about, there was a | ot of
di scussi on about how little there is
for young people to find things to do.
And one of our questions is that we
don't have any rec centers or
i braries open on weekends, for
exanple, we're pushing for that.

So could you maybe talk a
little bit about what you think it
woul d mean to have nore comunity
spaces for youth to go to, especially
on the weekends, to hel p address sone
of the concerns that you've raised?

M5. JONES: Yeah. | think
opening rec centers is, |ike, one

great step, but also we have to think
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about the children that nay not be
into sports, the children that may not
be necessarily or figuring out things
to do in the rec centers that aren't
necessarily just sports, but sports
are great.

| noticed that one of the
qguestions way back when we had our
first call sonmeone nentioned there's
nothing to do for fun here, like they
can't really go outside especially if
your parents are protective. So
really | think it's just a matter of
us maybe speaking with the children to
find sonething to do. And |like, from
nmy side I know of a | ot of
organi zations and things that do
things for the youth, but then when we
bring it back to the Steering
Comm ttee of high schoolers, they're
i ke we never heard of these things.

So whether it be
adverti senent, the way things are
advertised, whether it's working with

the School District nmore, | think
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there needs to be nore conversation
and col | aboration fromall parties
that are trying to do sonething for
the youth. Because on the one side,
we all know that we think that there's
so much for them But fromtheir
perspective, | don't think that was
shown as nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM | think
you touched on a really inportant
point, which is that the Gty is
putting a | ot of noney towards anti -
vi ol ence prograns and resources,
whet her they cone through non-profits
or through the City of Phil adel phia's
governnent, but | think you' re saying
that do you feel |ike students are
heari ng about them enough, | think you
said no is the answer, that we're not
feeling it on the ground.

And | think you nentioned
that they don't really know, but do
you have any indication about whether
t hese services are hard to access to

say they do know about thenf? Have you
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heard about problens that young people
have nmaybe in ternms of identifying the
desire to be part of them but not
bei ng abl e to?

M5. JONES: Yeah, I'mnot 100
percent sure. | just know from when
we had talked, it was, like, fromny
wor k and research | had known of a | ot
of prograns. And even just the two
organi zations that we brought back
t hat were doing sonething for gun
vi ol ence and wanted the youth
i nvol ved, we brought them back and it
was two organizations that are pretty
wel | - known in Phil adel phia but not
wel | - known in the high school aspect.
So | think just trying to open that
conmmuni cat i on.

And even | think the reason
they may not know is where the things
are advertised. So nost students are
in school, so we can get a way to nake
sure that we are relaying those
nessages to schools. And really sone

school s do provide students wth way
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nore resources than others and we know
that's the issue, so really naking
sure that that is fair across the

boar d.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Great .
Thank you so nuch.

Vi ce- Chair Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank
you, Madam Chair. |'mgoing to be
very brief. | just want to say thank
you to Ms. Jones for her phenonenal
work as an intern in ny office. Her
testinony today was noving. And just
t hi nki ng about her journey fromthe
time that she joined us to where she
IS nowis a testanment to not just what
she was able to acconplish, but the
I nportance of interning. Being an
intern is sonetines an often thankl ess
j ob, but also one of the nost
rewar di ng j obs.

| had the opportunity to
speak at a graduation earlier this
week, and one of the things | told

young people is that a job leads to a
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check and that an internship |leads to
a career. And so, |'mso proud of

Ms. Jones and the work that she's
doing, and | know that in her next
phase of |life she's going to continue
to have a huge inpact and put a dent
in sone of the issues that we know our
children face across the Gty of

Phi | adel phia. So thank you, Sis. W
appreci ate you and we | ook forward to
wor ki ng with you even though you're
not interning wwth the Gty anynore,
so thank you.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

M5. JONES:. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much, Vice-Chair Thonas.

Are there any other questions
frommenbers of the Commttee for this
W t ness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM G eat .
Thank you so nmuch, Ms. Jones. W
can't wait to see all the things that

you wi Il do next.
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M5. JONES: Thank you so
much.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM
Absol ut el y.

M. Forster, will you please
call our next panel to testify on the
resol ution.

THE CLERK: Yes. For our
next panel, we have Erica Asikoye,
Kayl a WAaddi ngt on, Egypt Payton, Hadja
Donza, George Lane and Shahydah
Merritt.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
nor ni ng, everybody. W are thrilled
to have you join our City Counci
hearing. There are a nunber of you,
SO we are going to go in the order in
which M. Forster called. So in the
order in which he called, could you
unmute. And if the rest of you could
just stay nuted until the next person
I's finished.

So with our first wtness,
are you unnmuted and able to testify?

MS. ASI KOYE: Yes, | am
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great. Thank you so nmuch. Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMOVAN GYM I f you
coul d pl ease state your nanme for the
record, you may proceed wth your
testinony. And then when you are
conpl eted, the next person can testify
after you. Thank you so nuch.

M5. ASI KOYE: Good norni ng.
My nane is Erica Asikoye. So before |
even begin testifying, | just want to
qui ckly say that Enough is Enough
nmenbers are in a range of places.

Sonme of themare here with ne in the
background, you see their faces. Sone
of themare joining us on canera, SO
we will do our best to nove snoothly
and graciously from one person to the
other. But we do ask for your

pati ence as we transition from speaker
to speaker.

Okay. Wth that out of the
way, good norni ng again,
Counci | menbers and ot her di stingui shed

guests. M nane is Erica Wods
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Asi koye and | am Coordi nator of the
Enough i s Enough Students Agai nst Gun
Vi ol ence Canpaign. It is ny pleasure
to cone before you and provide
testinony for this special hearing.

You may hear sone facts
repeat ed over the course of the
vari ous people that are testifying --
sorry, one second. W are located in
a school, so there's sone professiona
devel opnent and some announcenents
going on so | do apologize for that.
The point | was just making is to the
degree that any of thisis alittle
repetitive with sone of the facts that
we are repeating, | do apol ogize,
al though | think nmuch of it bears
repeating in sone instances.

And so, again | will rem nd
you that the students that you wll
hear fromtoday formthe Steering
Commttee of EIE or Enough is Enough
Students Agai nst Gun Vi ol ence Canpai gn
in early February as a result of

conversati ons between the founder and
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CEO of Sankofa Freedom Acadeny Charter
School and Counci | menber | sai ah
Thomas.

The formation of our group
was borne out of their desire to
create a space where young people from
di fferent schools, both public and
charter, living in different parts of
Phi | adel phia could neet to discuss the
i npact of gun viol ence and possi bl e
solutions for this issue. Like each
of you, these students are extrenely
concerned about gun viol ence and |
i mgi ne |i ke each of you, they have
been inpacted and it's touched their
lives in sone way.

Menbers of our Steering
Comm ttee have | ost students. There
are adults that have supported each of
t hese young people so we consider them
nmenbers, and they've | ost students,
they have | ost col |l eagues. Qhers
have | ost | oved ones, so there's not
one person who you will hear from

t oday untouched in sone way.
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We have shared the results of
our survey, created and distributed to
students in Gades 7 through 12. To
date, there have been 1, 340
respondents and our goal today is to
bring your attention to sone of that
data. Each student selected the data
that they were nost concerned about.
You will hear their thinking and their
recommendati ons that they think wll
make a difference. W hope that you
wi || engage themin conversation and
ask them questions so that they can
continue to have a place to express
their thoughts.

You wi Il hear about how the
student respondents have been
i npacted. You wll get a sense of
where they think there has been a | ack
of | eadership, where they think there
has been a gap in resources and you
will also hear themarticulate their
expectations of you, the elected and
appoi nted | eaders they are relying on

to bring about change.
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1 Finally, you will also hear
2 t hem descri be their understandi ng of
3 publ i shed reports |ike the 100
4 Shooti ng Review Commttee Report and
5 how sone of the reconmendations from
6 that report connect with sonme of the
7 findings fromour survey. Before you
8 hear fromthem | would like to take
9 just a few nore mnutes to highlight a
10 few addi ti onal points.
11 As a 25-year educator, |'ve
12 had the pleasure of working in
13 traditional public and charter school
14 settings, in an alternative education
15 environnent, as a | eader for sumrer
16 and afterschool progranms and as an
17 educational researcher, very first job
18 in Cakland, California, then here in
19 Phi | adel phia, and finally in the
20 District of Colunbia and in the City
21 of Baltinore, working wwth the EIE
22 students has reinforced what | al ready
23 knew, there is no comrunity problem
24 that can be effectively solved if the
25 approach is not intergenerational in
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the m dst of their personal
obl i gations at honme and at school .

These young peopl e have
brought to bear their experiences, the
things they've | earned from hone and
at school, their own thinking, their
own opi nions and of course their
passion. Qur group is small, but they
are representative. They are hard-
wor ki ng, but they are not special.
They are anong -- there are many,
sorry, there are many other young
peopl e across the City, who if asked
and supported and trained, could
significantly contribute to the
conversation had by those of you here
t oday.

If we take a few nonents to
t hi nk about any problemthat this
country, and nore specifically,
underesti mat ed and underresourced
communi ti es have faced, young people
have played a critical role in
resolving the issue. The gun viol ence

i n Phil adel phia cannot be effectively

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




Children and Youth Committee 41
6/ 15/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

addressed without them For these
reasons, | consider it not only a
privilege to work with them but ny
and our responsibility to do so.

And our first recomendation
therefore is that any future funding
provi ded to organi zati ons engaged in
this inportant anti-gun violence and
anti-gang work wll conme with a
requi rement to coll aborate with at
| east two high school students from
the community where they are | ocated
and not just collaborate with them
but place themin decision-nmaking
authority so that they can have a real
and genui ne voice at the table and
hel p contribute to resolving the
I ssues that they will one day inherit
and that are already inpacting them

|'ve spent ny last two
m nut es tal ki ng about our survey. |
hope that each of you has had a chance
to review the survey. And if you
have, |'m sure you have questions and

recommendat i ons about what shoul d
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1 happen next just as we do. | wl|
2 spend just a few mnutes adding to
3 t hose ideas by bringing your attention
4 to three questions that stood out to
5 me, really two answers.
6 As | mentioned and as others
7 have nentioned, we surveyed young
8 people in Gades 7 through 12. And
9 it's worth nentioning that young
10 peopl e ages 14 and 15 conbi ned nade up
11 40 percent of the respondents. Let ne
12 say that again. Although we gave the
13 survey to students in Grades 7 through
14 12, nost of our students when
15 conbi ned, there were 20 percent
16 respondents that were 14 years old and
17 about 21 of respondents that were 15.
18 So together they made up 40 percent of
19 the respondents. 17 percent of the
20 respondents were age 16 and the
21 remai ni ng ages fell under that 17
22 per cent .
23 Wth this context in mnd, we
24 must submit to the weight of the data
25 that points to so nmany of our young
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peopl e respondi ng that they have

wi t nessed gun vi ol ence and even nore,
indicating that they fear for their
personal safety. Wile | am not

sure -- while | amsure rather, | do
not need to convince -- |I'msure |
don't need to convince anyone here
that this is deeply concerning. |I'm
hi ghlighting this to nake anot her
reconmendat i on.

The age group should be the
target audi ence for trauma-inforned
care and programmi ng goi ng forward
ages 14 and 15. If we believe in the
research of child devel opnent
theorists |ike Masl ow who created
Masl ow s hierarchy of needs, a theory
t hat descri bes hunman devel opnent and
says that people are notivated by five
basi c needs.

The first being
physiological. As a human, | nust
have things like air and |light and
food and shelter. And the second one

bei ng, as a human | nust have persona
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and enotional security. Once those
two are net, then | can concern nyself
with friendship and famly and
acceptance. And once those things are
met, | can begin addressing nore
cognitive needs |ike curiosity and
nmeani ng- maki ng.

So if our young people are
consuned by a |l ack of safety, we
cannot reasonably expect themto
devel op positively or even normally.
For this reason, | think it is
i nperative that resources be all ocated
to overwhel mthe hardest-hit
communi ti es where we know t hose 14-
and 15-year-ol ds are worryi ng about
their personal safety on a daily
basi s.

We nmust overwhel mthose
communities with the resources that
will be required to help our young
peopl e get what should be considered a
very basic need net. And those
resources need to work at both ends of

the spectrumso that there are a nenu
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of prevention services and
I ntervention services avail abl e.

| really appreciate being
given this time. | appreciate working
with these great young people, and
thank you for allowing ne to testify.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much, Ms. Asikoye. | know that we
are going to have |l ots of questions,
but we want to nove to our young
people so we will proceed to them

Should I let you handle the
order? Would that be --

M5. ASI KOYE: Could I'?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yeah, |
think that'll be fine.

M5. ASI KOYE: Okay. Thank
you so nuch. So Cayla Waddington is
the next person fromour Commttee
that will testify. And then |I may
change the order slightly, but many of
t hose young people are here in the
roomwth ne.

COUNCI LWVOVAN GYM G eat .

Ms. Waddi ngton, wel cone and we | ook
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forward to your testinony. Wlcone to
Cty Council.

V5. WADDI NGTON:  Good
norning. My nanme is Cayl a Waddi ngt on.
I'"'ma 10th grader at the Mathenmatics,
G vics and Sci ences Charter School and
I'm 15 years old. | have been an
advocate to end gun violence in our
Cty for over a year now. |'ve spoken
at press conferences with District
Attorney Krasner. |1've been a part of
the DA's Ofice listening sessions.
|'ve traveled to Harrisburg to talk
about gun viol ence solutions with our
state legislators. And this summer
I'"'mgoing to be an intern with
Counci | man | sai ah Thonas.

Most recently |'ve been a
menber of the student-led Enough is
Enough Students Agai nst Gun Viol ence
Canpaign. As Ms. Erica said, Enough
I s Enough created a survey for the 7th
t hrough 12th grade students of
Phi | adel phi a aski ng about their

experiences with gun viol ence and
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about what they thought would help
quel | the epidemc.

| surveyed over 200 teenagers
out of the nore than 1300. And one
conclusion |'ve reached is that
limted spaces avail able for talking
about the problens in our world breed
a sense of hopel essness. | n response
to being asked to take the survey,
sonme peopl e said why, not I|ike
anything is going to change. Students
are beginning to think that nothing
can be done to fix this issue of gun
vi ol ence.

| would like to direct your
attention to two data points from our
13- question survey. Qur survey
results show that 72.5 percent of
Phi | adel phia's youth have been
I npacted by gun violence in sone way.
Sone have a | oved one who has been
shot. Wile many ot hers worry about
the safety of friends and famly
menbers as well as thensel ves.

VWhen | think about what |'ve

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Children and Youth Comittee 48
6/ 15/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| earned about the difference between
the teenage mnd and the adult m nd,
this data point becones even nore
alarm ng. You see, our brains |ack
the ability to reason or nake good
j udgnents because the prefrontal
cortex, the part of the brain that
makes decisions, isn't fully devel oped
until age 25. This neans teenagers
act nore on feelings and enpotions than
rational logic. Qur brains don't
perceive the concept that there is a
future or that our actions have
consequences. It's hard to care about
school or doing well on the Keystones
when we're worried about our own
safety or when you don't even believe
you'll live past 20.

To account for the devel opi ng
m nds of teenagers, schools need to
teach us conflict-resolution skills so
peopl e don't get hurt. How many
shooti ngs and deat hs coul d have been
avoi ded if teenagers were just taught

to probl emsolve, resolve conflicts
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and think before they act.

Take the South Street
shooting, for exanple. 11 people were
injured and 3 people were killed
because an 18-year-old and a 17-year-
ol d heard gunshots and figured they
shoul d start shooting too. Qur survey
al so showed that 57 percent of
students said that nore nental health
prof essionals in schools could be a
potential solution to gun violence.

| come before you asking that
you al |l ocate resources to schools so
that every school has a necessary
ment al heal th professional -to-student
ratio. Many of our schools have nore
police and security guards than they
do school counsel ors or psychol ogi sts.
According to the Anmerican Schoo
Counsel or Associ ation, there should be
1 counselor for every 250 students to
hel p students plan and prepare for
their futures, whether that be
college, the mlitary, trade school or

j oi ni ng the workforce.
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School s al so need 1
psychol ogi st for every 500 students to
hel p students deal with any nental
health crisis they may be facing. |If
this is the suggested required nunber
of professionals under nornal
ci rcunst ances, what should the ratio
be after a global pandemic in a city
wi th gun violence rates |Iike ours?
Many states and school districts
across the country do not neet these
standards. Phil adel phia is one of
t hem

If our City can allocate
resources to schools in the form of
nore therapi sts and counsel ors t hat
kids can talk to about what is
happeni ng beyond the school walls, we
won't have to hold everything inside
anynore. There's a well-known quote
that is scientifically proven, "Hurt
peopl e hurt people.” Wen kids don't
have a place to let out their anger
and aggression towards the world in

positive ways, they do so in violent
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ones. Providing students with a space
to tal k about things Iike gun violence
can prevent them from becom ng
perpetrators of violence thensel ves.

| understand that you al
have i npl enmented neasures to deter gun
vi ol ence across Phil adel phia and to
catch perpetrators such as installing
security canmeras outside of school s,
but the truth is the people who are
shooting aren't thinking far enough
ahead to consider the consequences of
their actions. A teenager whose brain
doesn't have a fully devel oped
deci si on- maki ng center believes that
they sinply won't get caught. Because
of this deterrence, |ike nore security
caneras and police officers in
schools, don't actually deter
Vi ol ence.

Provi ding teenagers with a
safe place to talk about their |ives
can help quell any sense of
hopel essness that comes with living in

a post-pandemc world full of gun
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vi ol ence. Providing teenagers with
counsel ors who help us to see and
believe there is a future wll give us
hope and sonething to | ook forward to,
sonething to live for. Providing
teenagers with conflict-resol ution
skills can nake soneone think before
they pull out a gun.

Philly's youth needs the City
Council to allocate nore resources to
schools in the formof counselors and
psychol ogi sts so that we aren't scared
tolive in this world that we wll
soon inherit. Thank you for
listening.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nuch. Can we have the next
W t ness.

MR, LANE: Good norning. You
can hear ne?

COUNCI LMOVAN GYM  Yes. If
you coul d pl ease state your nane for
the record, you may proceed wth your
testi nony.

MR. LANE: Good norning. M
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1 name is George Lane. |'man upcom ng
2 sophonore who attends Sankofa Freedom
3 Acadeny Charter School. I'malso a
4 nmenber of the Enough is Enough
5 Canpai gn. This canpaign is so
6 i nportant to ne because | have | ost
7 many | oved ones in periods of gun
8 violence. |In today's tine, |ooking
9 over your shoul der and questi oni ng
10 will you nake it back honme alive is
11 t he norm of being a youth of
12 Phi | adel phi a.
13 My first experience with gun
14 vi ol ence was when ny ol der brother
15 becane a victimthrough hom cide. M
16 brot her Trey Col somdied by a stray
17 bullet. He was still a high school.
18 My brother, the trauma that cane al ong
19 wth this has had an effect on nme to
20 this day. It didn't just change ne,
21 but | wanted to say it changed ny nom
22 and ny other siblings. | amproud to
23 be a nenber of the Enough is Enough
24 novenent and would like to share nore
25 deeply fromthe results of our
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ci tywi de survey.

The data | would like to
hi ghl i ght from our study focuses on a
limted awareness of our City |eaders.
More than 86 percent of the 1300
students surveyed were unaware of
anyone that makes decisions for their
own conmunity such as world | eaders,
bl ock captains or Cty Council nenbers.
In addition, 95 percent of students
cannot nane a nei ghbor or research to
go to for help the inpact about gun
vi ol ence.

Based on the conversations
El E has been engaged in, we have
becone aware of sone of the
organi zati ons and prograns of places
for prevention of incidents relating
to gun violence and al so for people
who are affected. However, why aren't
all young people aware of these
pr ogr ans.

This gun epidemc is referred
to as a health crisis by many | eaders

of power, so why can't we treat this
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the sanme as other health crisis
simlar to COVID. To address this

I ssue, the people in office need to do
nore footwork and interact with
communi ties they are supposed to | ead.
Leaders need to feel obligated to
connect with us. W are the ones you
are maki ng choi ces for.

As City officials, you should
not feel confortable with seeing how
many young peopl e are unaware of who
you are or what you have inpl enented
in our comunities. Comunication is
necessary in order for this to be
sol ved. Advertising prograns you all
have advocated for and created should
be a focus of your offices.

Again, | would like to
reaffirmthat Gty Council nust
I nprove communi cation with the
comunity, especially with the youth.
W need nore town hall neetings. W
need nore visits to churches and
masjids. W need nore visits to

school s and recreation centers.
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District Council menbers should forma
commttee of youth | eaders with whom
they neet nonthly fromthe high
schools in their Districts.

These neetings can be
opportunities for youth to becone
i nformed of our resources and be live-
streanmed and upl oaded to all soci al
nedia platfornms so that other students
in schools can see. Another
recommendation is the Council's 100
Shoot ers Revi ew Report can be used as
a starting point for discussions about
what we can do together and should be
di stributed and used in school s.

Lastly, | want you all to
hol d each ot her accountable to
interact wth us nore and to be
commtted to conquering this gun
epidemc wth the sane energy and
attention that was given to COVID. W
need action. W need change. W owe
it to victins |like ny brother and
famlies like nmy famly. Enough is

surely enough. Thank you for
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| istening to us again.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nuch. The next witness. |Is the
next witness ready to testify?

MS. PAYTON: Hi. Can you
hear nme?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes, we
can. Good norning and thank you so
much. |If you could state your nane
for the record and then you may
proceed with your testinony.

M5. PAYTON. Good norni ng,
menbers of Gty Council. M nane is
Egypt Payton. | ama nenber of the
Nat i onal Honor Society, Vice-president
of (i naudi ble) Student Governnent and
a menber of Mnds Matter, a Tenple
Uni versity precollege program In
this summer |'Il be attendi ng Boston
Uni versity for a sumer enrichnent
program t hrough M nds Matter.

| want to begin with a quote
by Mal col m X, which reads "The
greatest m stake of the novenent has

been trying to organi ze sl eeping
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peopl e around specific goals. You
have to wake the people up first.
Then you'll get action.” | think you
all have been asleep. So | wll
attenpt by waki ng you up gently.

The first thing children are
taught in schools is that sharing is
caring. Do you care about the gun
vi ol ence happening in our GCty? Have
you had enough? |If so, what are you
going to do about it? Are you sharing
the information to bring awareness to
the issue plaguing in our City? Are
you usi ng your powers for good to
ef fect change?

Recently | mhotep partici pated
in an anti-gun viol ence denonstration
cal l ed Enough is Enough. 1In the
survey, roughly 46.2 percent of
students who participated in Enough is
Enough's survey indicated that gun
vi ol ence should be di scussed at
schools nore. | ampart of that 46.2
percent. | propose that the

Counci | mrenbers should forma commttee

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Children and Youth Conmmittee 59
6/ 15/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

wi th student representatives and wl|l
meet nonthly on Zoom and tal k about
solutions, statistics and information
needed to bring back to the school and
nost inportantly, visit our schools to
have nore interactive neetings.

School s should al so be where
students | earn about gun | aws, gun
vi ol ence statistics and what young
peopl e can do about it except kids
going into trauma blindly w thout
solutions. For instance, at |nmhotep
we practice pillars of peace. |f any
student or staff nenber has an issue,
they can request nediation. O her
tinmes they're referred to nediation to
prevent incidents from occurring.

What if we practiced pillars
of peace in our communities. Wat if
we can attenpt to prevent viol ence
before it happens. W have to know
that gun violence is not normal and
don't have to keep us up in the rising
nunbers. Have you opened your eyes

yet? Are you awake? Do you
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1 al ready -- we want your help. W need
2 your help. It's up to you to take the
3 next step. Thank you for |istening.
4 THE CLERK: Can we have our
5 next panelist.
6 MR, JACKSON: Good norni ng.
7 THE CLERK: Good norni ng
8 Coul d you pl ease just state your nane
9 and then begin your testinony. Thank
10 you.
11 MR. JACKSON: Good nor ni ng,
12 menbers of Gty Council. M nane is
13 Davi on Jackson. | ama rising senior
14 at Inotep Institute Charter Hi gh
15 School. As an Inotep scholar, | serve
16 as a STEM anbassador, a schol ar
17 athlete and | amcurrently an active
18 nmenber of the Enough is Enough
19 Steering Conmittee. | want to discuss
20 data points that are of concern to ne.
21 Qur Enough is Enough survey
22 I ndi cated that out of 1300 students
23 surveyed, 455 of those students
24 responded no when asked if they had
25 sonething fun to do in their
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nei ghbor hoods. Apparently, there's a
di sconnect there. According to the
Cty of Phil adel phia Parks &
Recreati on website, there are over 300
nei ghbor hood parks, rec centers and

pl aygrounds, 166 mles of trails and
40 historical sites, 60 comunity
gardens and orchards, gardens, farns
and orchards, 3 environnent al
education centers, over 600 baseball,
softbal |, football and soccer fields,
400 basketball courts and 200 tennis
courts, 5 ice skating rinks, 5 golf
courses and 25 public conputer

centers. Wth these nunbers, the Cty
of Phil adel phia's youth can find
plenty to do.

Many young peopl e are proud
to be from Phil adel phia, so we need to
pronote positive ways for themto
interact in the Gty. | believe the
Phi | adel phia Gty Council and the
Mayor should put nore funds into
activities at our recreation centers.

Maybe even think outside of the box,
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advertise effectively and help
students find a passion instead of a
gun.

| f students are given
positivity and nore opportunities to
try new things, they mght stick with
it instead of finding negativity. Can
you help our Gty youth and find a
safer Phil adel phia? Thank you. Thank
you for your tine.

THE CLERK: Thank you very
much for your testinony. Could we
have the next person.

MS. ASI KOYE: Sorry. Just
junping in really quickly. W have
two nore young people that wl|
testify today. One of themis present
and ready to go. The other one is
just getting settled wal king into the
bui l ding, so we're going to switch the
order slightly.

So, Ms. Merritt, you can go
ahead from Strawberry Mansion. And
then lastly, we will hear from Hadja

Donza from Audenried. Thank you.
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THE CLERK: Al right. Thank
you. Could you pl ease state your nane
for the record and then you can begin
your testinony. Thanks.

M5. MERRITT: Good nor ni ng.
My nane is Shahydah Merritt and | am a
rising senior at Strawberry Mansion
Hi gh School. As you have heard today
fromthe Enough is Enough group, the
young people in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a have concerns and
recommendations as it pertains to gun
vi ol ence.

At Strawberry Mansion, we
al so conducted a survey of our school
because Strawberry Mansi on has one of
t he hi ghest gun violence rates in the
Cty. Wen surveyed about gun
vi ol ence, the students of Strawberry
Mansi on reported the follow ng, 58.2
percent of the students have seen
shootings in their neighborhood, 42
percent of the students have a famly
menber that is in jail because of gun

vi ol ence, 53 percent of the students
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have a friend that was injured because
of gun violence, 43.2 percent of the
students believe that gun violence is
necessary sonetines, 52 percent of the
students have a friend that has died
as a result of gun violence, 66
percent of the students have a famly
menber who has di ed because of gun

vi ol ence, 65 percent of the students
worry about getting hit by stray
bul | ets when they are outside.

For the past few nonths, the
11t h grade at Strawberry Mansion have
studi ed the 100 Shooting Revi ew
Conmm ssion by Councilman Curtis Jones
and studying this docunent and
exam ni ng how other cities have
handl ed gun viol ence. W were nost
i npressed with how gun viol ence was
handl ed i n Gakl and, California and
felt that the 100 Shooting Revi ew
docunent was sonmewhat aligned with
what David Muhanmad fromthe Nationa
Institute for Crimnal Justice Reform

did in Gakland in 2012 to cut gun
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vi ol ence by 50 percent. Added on to
what ny fell ow group nenber George
said, this gun epidemc is listed the
same as a health crisis by nmany

| eaders in power.

This same idea is al so stated
in the 100 Shooting Review which
states that gun violence in
Phi | adel phia is both a public health
crisis and a racial justice crisis.

If we can all agree that gun viol ence
Is a public health crisis, then would
you agree that we should treat it Iike
we did any other public health crisis
we have dealt with in the past or nore
recently like we are dealing with
COVI D right now?

The actions i n OGakl and,
California were actions that align
with dealing with a public health
crisis, using the gun violence
reduction strategy CeaseFire, Cakland
instituted a first-step approach.

One, data-driven identification of the

peopl e who are the highest risk for
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being a victimof gun violence or for
perpetrating gun viol ence; two,
directly conmuni cating and with these
targeted groups of people informng
themof their risk and their risk
factors that will have you nore likely
to be involved in gun violence; three,
of fer intensive support and
opportunities to those targeted

i ndividuals to give thema serious
opportunity to get out of the risk
category; four, focus |aw enforcenent
so that arrests are targeted when it
cones to gun viol ence.

The 100 Shooti ng Revi ew
addresses sone of these approaches
under the recommendati on categories of
enforcenent, prevention and
i ntervention, but not all of the
approaches used in Qakland and not in
a coordinated way. |f the gun
vi ol ence issue in Philadel phia was
handl ed |i ke a public health issue,
then we woul d seek public service

announcenents di scussing the risk
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factors and the people who are nost at
ri sk for becom ng involved. Those
peopl e woul d know where to go and what
to do. There would be coordination of
services in the Cty specifically for
people who fall into these risk areas,
and those services will also reach out
to these groups.

The people nost at risk for
gun violence will be given resources
and opportunities that will assi st
themin getting out of the risk
category or prevent themfromgetting
caught up in a risk factor. The
Police Departnent and the DA's O fice
will work together better to focus on
governnent's arrests. Wen studying
the 100 Shooting Review, it seened
i ke they were both bl am ng each
other. How can we solve this issue if
we are bl am ng each ot her.

Anot her area where the 100
Shooti ng Review fell short was with
yout h i nvol venrent. The i nput of the

yout h does not exist in the 100
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Shooti ng Review. Today we are
requesting that the input of the youth
be added in every step of the process
of addressing gun violence in

Phi | adel phi a, because too many peopl e
are doi ng the shootings. Qur
testinony here today should be just a
first step. The youth should be

i nvol ved and planted and supported in
organizing in the Cty around this

ar ea.

The 100 Shooting Revi ew
docunent is a great start because of
the identifying -- because it
identifies issues and nakes
reconbi nation -- yeah, involving gun
vi ol ence, but we can only make it work
if we all work together. Thank you
for listening today. Madam Chair, nmay
| ask a question?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM W are
going to hold questions just until the
end. So why don't we allow all the
nmenbers to testify first and then

we'll have sone back-and-forth. Thank
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you so nuch for your testinony.

M. Forster.

THE CLERK: Yes. W have the
next w tness and you can just read
your nane and start your testinony.
Thank you.

M5. DONZA: H . M nane is
Hadja Donza. |'m 17 years ol d.

attend Uni versal Audenried Charter

Hi gh School. | live in Southwest
Philly. 1'malso a part of Enough is
Enough. | participate in Harrisburg

@un Vi ol ence Canpaign and |'ma former
menber of the Community Youth Cohort.
My opi nion on gun violence is that the
maj ority of my peers in our comunity
don't have the support fromtheir
parents and famlies, so they depend
on their schools for things |like food,
safety and activities.

For exanple, in our survey
students were to nane a place they
could go in their neighborhood to talk
about the inpact of gun violence and

for support. 95 percent of the
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students cannot name a nei ghbor hood
resource. Therefore, ny
recommendations is that nore resources
shoul d go to our school s because
that's the only place that is
mandatory for students to go. And if
you don't make school safe and fun, it
won't notivate kids to want to attend.

Anot her point | would like to
make i s that students are unaware of
who their Gty |eaders are. W asked
students if they can nane soneone
responsi bl e for maki ng deci sions for
t heir nei ghborhood. 87 percent of the
students cannot. They should start
of f by knowi ng who their Gty
Counci | man or woman i s because a | ot
of the changes and differences are
made by those peopl e.

My recommendations is that
Counci | renbers should make it a
priority to visit all Philadel phia
school s and sonetines take part in
school activities so young people w |

get to know who they are. One fina
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point | want to address is that
al t hough we definitely don't overl ook
the good the City has to offer, the
tremendous increase in gun violence
causes us to not acknow edge the good
that can be found in our City.

Qur survey asked students if
t hey have been inpacted by gun
vi ol ence, 46 percent of respondents
said they have | oved ones who have
been shot. W don't want to have to
live every day like there's a war
going on. W don't want to worry that
our lives wll be taken on our way to
school or to work when we are out with
our famlies and friends.

Lastly, we don't want to see
So many seats in our graduating class
enpty because they did not live to see
their senior year. 1In closing, |
think a stronger support systemin
schools wi Il help Philadel phia youth
feel nore notivated and safe. By
doing this, | guarantee gun viol ence

will decrease and we w |l see a change
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in our City. Thank you everyone again
and nmy nane is Hadj a.

THE CLERK: Thank you very
much for your testinony.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Are there
any nore speakers for this panel ?

M5. ASI KOYE: That was the
| ast speaker.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Great.
Thank you so nmuch. First of all, |
want to thank all the young people who
spoke today. Your testinonies are
incredi bly powerful. W were talking
alittle bit about how inpactful they
were for the entire Commttee and j ust
want to thank you for the dedication
and the thought that you put in to all
of this effort.

And | al so especially want to
t hank Ms. Asi koye for your trenendous
wor k on the Enough is Enough Coalition
focusi ng extensively on the needs of
young people. In a targeted way |
t hi nk you are speaking our |ove

| anguage. We have been very cl ear
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that we have a very specific agenda
around gun vi ol ence.

We have tal ked about on our
Children and Youth Conmittee | ast year
delivering a youth anti-gun viol ence
effort that focused in on the areas in
whi ch young people are nost directly
I npacted. It tal ked about guarant eed
enpl oynent for young peopl e,
enpl oynent programr ng and nentorship
progr ans.

It tal ked specifically about
opening up rec centers, libraries,
mul ti pl e spaces for young people and
it tal ked about expediting nental
health services directly to young
peopl e, reducing barriers to entry,
ensuring that there would be soci al
wor kers in our public schools and
expansi on of counseling and safe
spaces Wi thin school communities, so
not everything is just about reading,
writing and academ c worK.

| think you spoke very

el oquently to the inportance of
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Masl ow s hi erarchy of needs, but we've
been very clear that addressing young
peopl e's health, allow ng young peopl e
to be fully expressive and to be their
authentic selves is an academ c
venture. It is core to unlocking
young peopl e's potential .

The second thing | wanted to
add just for the young people and to
t he Enough is Enough Coalition is that
we're al so focused on and
Counci | nrenber Gaut hi er has tal ked a
| ot about a Just Services Canpai gn,
whi ch neans that we | ook at delivery
of Gty services based on outcone and
not just on delivery. In sone
nei ghbor hoods once-a-week trash pickup
may be enough. But in other
nei ghbor hoods, once-a-week trash
pi ckup is sinply not enough. And so,
we are | ooking at addressing the
cl eanl i ness of communities, of
lighting, making sure that there is
greeni ng and sealing the vacant |ots,

greening particul ar spaces and just an
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all-out effort around that.

And then finally, our
Comm ttee has been really aggressive
about mental health resources on the
ground. [It's why we've been pushing
for nobile health crisis units.

I nstead of having the police respond
to a nental health energency seeing if
we can have a non-police nental health
response unit that goes out, supports
fam lies and communiti es.

W' ve been very aggressive
about young people getting themthe
services they need at the Juvenile
Justice Services Center. But | think
nost inportantly other than what we do
and what we've been tal king about, |
think the testinony today just
reaffirnms the need for young people to
be able to see this for it to be
visible in their lives. And so, we
have a | ot of work to do on that
front. | want to thank this panel for
your trenmendous anount of work and

| ook forward to hearing nore as we go
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1 t hrough questi ons.
2 Are there Menbers -- | know
3 Vi ce- Chair Thonmas has a question for
4 this panel. So | will recognize Vice-
5 Chair Thomas and then we can conti nue
6 on with other questions.
7 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
8 you, Madam Chair. Before | begin with
9 nmy questions, | know that there was
10 one of the panelists who had a
11 question for us, so I'll allowthat
12 panelist to ask their question first.
13 And then after that, 1'll go into ny
14 guesti ons.
15 MS. MERRITT: How cone
16 Strawberry Mansion did not make it to
17 the list of schools for caneras
18 outside the school? The caneras we
19 have do not work. Dobbins, the other
20 school in our area nmade the list, but
21 Strawberry Mansion did not.
22 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you
23 for your question. | appreciate it.
24 | think it's a great question. And if
25 | knew the answer, | could assure you
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that | would tell you, but | honestly
don't know the answer to that. But ny
staff and I wll nmake sure that we do
our due diligence and if we can get an
answer before this hearing is over,
we'll try to deliver that information.
So | appreciate that question.

Just a few questions: First
of all, young people, you did a
phenonenal job with your testinony.
It was amazing. Sone of the
I nformati on broken down froma data
perspective, froma scientific
perspective to nme nakes 100 percent
sense. | think that if we're going to
be serious and intentional about
al l owi ng young people to be a part of
the conversation, it's inperative that
we make sure that we get infornmation
right.

So if sonebody can just take
a nmonent to list very quickly all of
t he demands that have been
communi cated so far so we can neke

sure that we got every single request
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and recommendati on that was

conmuni cated today even if each person
just takes about 15 seconds because we
are pressed for tinme because |I know we
got to have anot her hearing and

anot her resol ution.

So each person coul d just
take maybe 15 seconds or so or if one
person can deliver all of the
recommendations. | definitely heard
t he recommendati on around counsel ors
and supports in school. | heard the
recommendati on specifically related to
comm ttees and sonme type of | guess
you coul d say new platformthat you
reconmended that we create where
Counci | menbers work col | aboratively
with the young people and neet on a
nont hly basi s.

We heard nore transparency as
it relates to information and
resources for free prograns and
services. But I"'msure | mssed
sonet hi ng because you had a nunber of

di fferent recommendations. So |'I|
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stop right there and hope sonebody can
junmp in and help conplete that |ist.

M5. ASI KOYE: So thank you,
Counci | menber Thomas. |f you did not
hear the reconmmendation that you
named, then | will ask you to speak,
but he just ran through quite a few of
them | did not hear one that |
mentioned, which is to nmake sure
or gani zati ons who are receivVving
funding for anti-gun violence work are
required to include at |east two high
school students. Maybe it's not two,
but sone nunber of high school
students in a deci sion-naking
capacity. That was one
reconmendat i on.

MS. MERRITT: A
recommendation that | said was that
this be treated like a health crisis,
like a public health crisis.

MR. LANE:  Anot her
recommendati on that we both had that
was simlar is how we don't know who

Counci | renbers are accountable for
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interacting with us and al so
advertising those prograns that are
already intact. Fromus being nenbers
of the Steering Committee, we have
knowl edge of what the prograns are,

but our parents and just regular youth
people aren't aware of that stuff that
Is already intact and inplenmented in
our communities. And | feel |ike
that's a big conmuni cation gap.

MS. WADDI NGTON: And t he
recommendati on | made, which kind of
falls into line with what George was
sayi ng, about how there's a gap in the
adverti senent and that young people
don't know about all of these, all of
the prograns that are available, and
havi ng nore counsel ors or
psychol ogi sts in schools. Those
counsel ors could be the ones, could be
t he channel, the bridge, between the
adult world and us and our teenage
worl d or the counselor could tell us
about all these different prograns

that could hel p us.
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you. We just wanted to nmeke sure that
we had that |ist of recommendati ons.
| see that other -- | see that there
are a | ot of young people from across
the Gty of Philadelphia. |I'm
wonderi ng based on the data that you
coll ected were there different
responses fromdifferent sections of
the City? So were young peopl e who,
you know, maybe are in the Audenried
area, were their responses and how
they viewed this gun violence issue
di fferent than young people in
Strawberry Mansion, North Phil adel phia
area conpared to maybe young people in
t he Northwest |nhotep area? D d
geographics cone in at all as it
relates to the type of feedback that
you got from young peopl e across the
Gty of Phil adel phia?

M5. ASIKOYE: So we could
make sone inferences, but we really
asked young people to give their zip

codes because we wanted to know nore
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about where they lived and | ess about
where they went to school. But we
| ater |earned that that was kind of a
tricky question because a | ot of young
peopl e were unaware of their zip code.
So we're not even -- we're not totally
sure or confident in our sort of zip
code data. So that's one answer.

But | know that Strawberry
Mansi on also did their own survey with
sonme nore specific questions given
sort of what that community has seen.
So | think they should also junp in
and answer.

M5. MERRITT: 58.2 percent of
t he students have seen shootings in
t heir nei ghborhoods. 42 percent of
the students have a famly nenber that
was in jail because of gun viol ence.
52 percent of the students have a
friend that died because of gun
vi ol ence. 65 percent of the students
worry about getting hit by stray
bul |l ets going outside. 66 percent of

the students have a famly nenber who
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has di ed because of gun viol ence, and
this is fromour area.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you. Thank you. That is very
hel pful. Again, | want to say thank
you to everybody for your questions.

Madam Chair, | m ght cone
back for a second round. | see
col | eagues are queued up for questions
so I'll yield the floor. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
very much, Vice-Chair Thonas.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: | want
to begin by saying thank you guys so
much for taking the tine and j ust
doi ng the work of | ooking through the
100 Shooting Report and taking the
time to prepare for this hearing. To
the young man's point, this is not
sonet hi ng you guys often have an
opportunity to do or fol ks that are
fromwhere you're fromeven know t hat

t hey shoul d.
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| want to thank the teacher
or the organizer of this as well for
the efforts and hard work. As a
former educator, | know what it neans
and the inportance of bringing young
peopl e into the space for themto
begin to access their power.

My question is we tal ked
about communi cation, the best way to
get this information out to young
people. | would like to know what are
sonme of the recommendati ons. Because
fromny experiences in schools,
there's usual ly roadbl ocks.

Strawberry Mansi on m ght have a
wonder ful program where the counsel or
gets all the information out, but we
send information out through the
School District methods, to individual
school s.

|"ve tried to get information
into schools and get roadbl ocks and
communi -- whet her soneone drops the
bal | or whatever the situation. |

would i ke to know what is the best
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way to get this information into your
hands directly so you can be the
advocate for yourself and your peers?

M5. MERRITT: 1'd say the
best way woul d be through social nedia
because a | ot of people our age and
younger than us is always on soci al
nmedi a, so the best way to get things
out to the young is social nedia.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  So
you' re tal ki ng about | nstagram
Tiktok? I'mtrying to figure out, you
know, does it have to have a song? |
have children that are ol der than you
guys and you're sanme age, and | just
want to nmake sure as we're tal king
about getting this information, and a
communi cation style and delivery is
inmportant. | just want to rmake sure
that we're aligning with this request
in a way, if possible.

MS. WADDI NGTON:  |' m sure
social nedia could play a part init,
but | feel like it also mght just be

an echo chanber. Because | know on
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platfornms |ike Instagram and Ti kt ok
and Facebook and things |ike that, you
only get the information from people
who you already follow or from peopl e
who you follow that are like that --
like if sonmebody follows ballet,
they're not just going to randomy get
don't shoot people advertisenents on

t heir page.

So | really do think that the
nost viable way to get this all out to
our teenagers is through our schools.

I know you tal ked about the

roadbl ocks, but | think we just have
to figure out a way to steanroll over
t hose roadbl ocks. Because if this is
where kids are, we're at school,
that's, like, just where we are. So
that's the way to get the nost reach.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  And is
it in paper fornf? Is it in robo
calls? | know I'magetting into the
weeds with it, but as a parent | know
t hat these chains of comunication

will go to the parent if we send it to
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1 the school. And | don't knowif we're
2 still in the age where people give out
3 paper to put in a bookbag to get those
4 comruni cati ons out to young peopl e.

5 M5. DONZA: | was going to

6 say | feel like school is the right

7 option because if you host |ike

8 cl assroom cl asses or you guys cone to
9 t he school and speak and pass them out
10 or so, we'll have to, like -- we'll

11 actually have to do it or if they nmake
12 It mandatory for us to doit. |If you
13 go on social nmedia, we can just go

14 past it and, |like, just look at it

15 like it's a regular post. [It's not

16 mandatory for us to click the post and
17 actually go pronote your gun viol ence
18 thing or your gun violence post. But
19 if it's in school, we have to do it.
20 Especially if they make it an
21 assi gnnent or classwork, it's a grade
22 for us. So, like, we're going to have
23 to achieve it or do the work.
24 MS. WADDI NGTON:  Exactl Yy,
25 i ke Hadj a was sayi ng. \Wen we
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1 have -- in school we have our
2 assenblies in the Iunchroom everybody
3 just conmes in the Iunchroom and
4 sonebody cones to talk to us. Like
5 when that happens, at |east we're
6 hearing it, at |east we know LiKke,
7 it can -- like, if it applies -- if it
8 doesn't apply, let it fly, right. But
9 to those people who it does apply to,
10 you'll at |east have it as an option.
11 COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  And
12 what grade do nost of you guys
13 represent ?
14 M5. WADDI NGTON:  |I'mgoing to
15 the 11th grade next --
16 COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  You're
17 goi ng to what grade?
18 M5. WADDI NGTON:  |I'mgoing to
19 the 11t h grade.
20 COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: 11th
21 gr ade.
22 M5. DONZA: |'Ill be a senior
23 next year.
24 MR LANE: 1'll be a
25 sophonore this year
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1 M5. MERRITT: [I'll be a

2 seni or too.

3 COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  So i f

4 we were to reach back out again and

5 ask you guys to help us get this

6 information out via social nedia and

7 be a part of creating a social nedia

8 canpaign, is this sonething that would
9 I nterest you because we need you. |I'm
10 going to be honest. I'mold. M Kkids
11 have to handle ny Ti ktok and | nstagram
12 and all that kind of stuff.

13 But if that is a nmethod, I

14 woul d love to be able to work directly
15 with this group of young people

16 because you still have some years in
17 hi gh school to help us get this

18 nmessagi ng out and focusing on schools
19 that were nost affected by this work.
20 I"'ma North Philadelphia girl too, so
21 I have an infinity for Strawberry
22 Mansi on and schools in North Philly.
23 Even though I'man At-1arge
24 Counci | person, | understand it in a
25 very different way and | want to nake

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Children and Youth Conmmittee 90
6/ 15/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

sure that | amoffering every
opportunity for you guys to be a part
of the sol ution.

So I'lIl nmake sure soneone on
nmy teamreaches out to the coordinator
and we can get sone of this work done
t oget her because | need your help. |
can't, you know, we can't as el ected
officials, it would be ridiculous in
saying | could do this w thout you and
the work that you guys put in here,
for me the reward i s maki ng sure that
young people |like you are being able
to lead in this fight. Thank you so
much.

MR. LANE: Before we end, we
al so wanted to say that (inaudible)
woul d al so play a part in
communi cation, so it shouldn't be an
excuse for |ike 96 percent out of 1300
students not being famliar with who
makes deci sions for our conmunity. |
bel i eve just seeing those faces and
being famliar with who i s enpowered

shoul d make us feel |ike we have
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people to go to or be aware of where
t hose resources are actually planned
and it also leads to social nedia
platfornms. Like, we would see who
t hose people are and al ready know who
they are and then just make it
snoot her with other things.
MR JACKSON: And
Phi | adel phia School District, we all
have sonme type of website that we use
to contact with our counsel ors,
princi pal of the H gh School | mhotep,
School ogy, (inaudible), our enunils.
You guys can send us enmails about
these things also. Like, that's one
way to advertise. Send it to us a
good two or three tinmes. W' re going
to get annoyed by it so we're
eventually going to read it.
I"'mtelling you from
experience | just got sonething sent
fromny principal that sent it a good
four tinmes. | got annoyed by it so |
read it, but that's just one way you

can get it to us.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you.
Thank you very nuch.

Counci | mrenber Thomas, did you
have a question or, Council menber
Brooks, are you --

MS. AKISOYE: [|'msorry. W
had one young person who was trying to
get her response in to how we can get
into the school s.

COUNCI LWVOVAN GYM  Sure. o
ahead.

M5. MERRITT: Anot her would
be conmttees in the school and not
just social nedia, but also in the
school because if young peopl e see
ot her people doing it in their school,
then they're also going to want to do
it.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
didn't hear you. Another way is doing
what into the school, comng in?

M5. MERRITT: Conmmttees in
school .

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  (Oh,

commttees. Ckay.
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1 M5. DONZA: | was al so going
2 to say, like, and you know with the

3 school thing it'll notivate kids nore
4 if they had, |ike, scholarship

5 prograns with this because you know a
6 | ot of kids also want to go to coll ege
7 so they'Il do anything for a

8 schol arship or anything that wll

9 benefit themto notivate themto go to
10 school because a |lot of kids stop at
11 i ke what, 12th grade and | eave their
12 life undeci ded after they graduate.

13 So if this programoffers

14 i ke what, workforces, anything

15 that' Il help themincrease their life
16 or anything that'll benefit them

17 they'Il do. So that's what | was

18 goi ng to say.

19 M5. PAYTON: Yeah, | also
20 wanted to add in one of ny
21 recommendati ons was a nonthly neeting
22 with Gty Council nenbers and for a
23 commttee with student
24 representatives. | also think we
25 shoul d have that as well, because ne
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personally growing up | never took gun
vi ol ence seriously until | had a
one-on-one conversation with others
about who faced it and stuff actually
was, |ike, recognizing it instead of
seeing it on social nedia and just,
| i ke, oh, whatever, it's just soci al
media, it could be true or it could
not be, you never know. So that's why
| think it's better to have a
conversation with the students face-
to-face and see what they want instead
of, like, throwing it on social nedia
just hoping it wll get picked up.

COUNCI LMOVAN GYM W
appreciate that. Thank you so much.

| know t hat Counci |l nenber
Thomas had his hand up. So, Vice-
Chair Thomas, did you have a question?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Yes,
Madam Chair. And I'mactually in the
sanme spirit as ny sister coll eague
Counci | renber Brooks. [I'mgoing to go
ahead and take the young peopl e and,

you know, this is the first I'm
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hearing their reconmendations, but |I'm
going to go ahead and take them up on
that offer as it relates to formng
sone type of comrittee with the youth
that neets wwth Gty Council on a
nont hl y basi s.

Clearly, you have three
At -l arge nenbers here right now so we
m ght not be able to nail it down by
District. That m ght be naybe anot her
phase for another time. But | think
at | east that recommendation |'m
commtted to that and just know ng the
spirit of the other nmenbers of this
particular Commttee, |'ll bet that
they would al so be conmmtted to
honoring the recommendation as it
relates to neeting with the young
people on a nonthly basis to nake sure
that we're noving in the right
di recti on.

So | appreciate you,
Counci | menber Brooks, for your |ine of
guesti oni ng because it led to

sonething that | think we can nove on
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as it relates to action itens, not
just going into the schools and
delivering nore information,
especially jobs. | think as I'm
listening, one thing that we get is we
get a ton of folks who are |looking to
hire and far too often nore job

openi ngs than people willing to
fulfill them

And it's always chal | engi ng
to us because we know that 25 percent
of our Gty is living in poverty, and
we know that a | arge percentage of
t hose fol ks are actually working poor.
So we know that a job and a quality
wage is a big part of addressing sone
of these issues, but | do agree with
t he young people as it relates to the
i ne of conmuni cati on.

One thing | wll say, for us
on the Gty Council side, we don't
have the biggest staff. There's only
about seven of us. So when we do, and
| think seven is generous, it's

probably not even the right nunber,
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that's probably including us the
Counci | mrenbers, so when it cones tine
to being able to plan these things and
make sure that we have these
conversations, | just want to
enphasi ze what Counci | nrenber Brooks
said it's going to be inportant that
we | ean on you guys.

It's going to be inportant
that we put ourselves in a position to
make sure that we're maxi m zing our
time, we're using our platforns and
our resources to conme with real
tangi bl e solutions and things that we
feel like we can nake a difference
with. So | appreciate the list that's
been communi cat ed t oday.

| appreciate the testinony
fromeverybody. But in the spirit of
doi ng, which | appreciate fromyou,
Counci | menber Brooks, I'"'mconmtted to
that as well as exploring the other
recommendati ons and figuring out what
we can do and how we can nbve on sone

of those things.
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Thank you, Madam Chair. |
appreci ate your patience and |
appreci ate your |eadership in allow ng
us to have this platformfor our young
peopl e.

COUNCI LMOVAN GYM  No,
absolutely, M. Thonas. And we have
frequently had youth advisories. Mbst
of our work around foster youth, nost
of our work around youth returning
fromresidential placenent have been
directed in partnership with other
youth | eaders. | think we would be
honored to have this group neet with
our Cty Council Committee on Children
and Youth on a regul ar basis.

And | think the Enough is
Enough Coalition has nore than
denonstrated their capacity to not
only be a soundi ng board, but actually
a driver of ideas for us. And | think
we are in alignnent because this
Conm ttee has been so aggressive about
the focused attention on areas nost

I npacted, on the youth enpl oynent
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programm ng, outreach. W've been
focused on nental health resources and
support networks within schools and
we' ve been focused in on your

nei ghbor hoods in a Just Services
Canpai gn to nake sure that they are as
clean, as well-lit, as green and

vi brant as any ot her nei ghborhood or

t he weal t hi est nei ghborhood in

Phi | adel phia, to be clear.

So | think we can nmake that
comm tment. Vice-Chair Thomas, we
will stay in close touch on all of
this. Council nmenber Brooks and ot her
menbers of this Commttee, we'd be
honored to do that.

We have a hard deadline at
11: 00 a.m and we have one nore panel
of really wonderful testifiers. But
before we close this out, are there
any ot her |ast questions from nenbers
of this Committee for this panel?

(No response.)
COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Seei ng

none, | want to thank these young
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1 peopl e so very much. | want to thank
2 t he Enough is Enough Coalition and
3 your fantastic |eader Ms. Asikoye -- |
4 hope | pronounced that correctly --
5 for your amazing work. | think when
6 young people shine it speaks a lot to
7 the | eadership that supports them and
8 just honor all the work that went into
9 it. So thank you everybody for this.
10 M. Forster, could you pl ease
11 call the next panel of witnesses to
12 testify.
13 THE CLERK: Yes. Qur next
14 panel of w tnesses are Adam Gar ber and
15 Carol i ne Menapace d avi n.
16 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
17 nor ni ng, everybody. Thank you so
18 much. M. Garber, if you are ready to
19 go, if you could just please state
20 your nane for the record, though we
21 all know your work, and then you may
22 proceed with your testinony.
23 MR, GARBER: Thank you, Chair
24 Gym and thank you, Vice-Chair Thonas,
25 for organi zing today's hearing. W
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1 nane i s Adam Garber. |I'mthe
2 Executive Director at CeaseFirePA
3 Educati on Fund, the state's gun
4 vi ol ence prevention advocacy
5 organi zation. |It's an honor to be
6 here with you and with the Enough is
7 Enough Coalition. |'ve gotten to know
8 sonme of these amazi ng youth through
9 the work that they nentioned
10 advocating for solutions locally and
11 statewi de and hel pi ng t hem under st and
12 the nature of the policies and the gun
13 vi ol ence i ssues and how t hey can have
14 an i npact.
15 And | would say that they
16 give me and |'msure each of you hope
17 that we will get to a place where
18 everyone feels and is actually safe,
19 but also the recognition that we can't
20 wait for their sake and for the sake
21 of the rest of the people in
22 Phi | adel phi a.
23 Il wll take a slight detour
24 to go fromny prepared renmarks to go
25 back to one thing that Vice-Chair
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Thomas asked at the begi nni ng about
what was going on in Harrisburg. And
I"'mgoing to start with ny bad news
pi ece for a second, which | think is
I mportant to be on the record for a
vari ety of reasons.
Earlier this week and | ate
| ast week there was an attenpt to
force votes on lifesaving laws in
Harri sburg that woul d reduce gun
vi ol ence here in Phil adel phia, from
safe storage to an assault weapons ban
to allowing |ocal control over gun
violence laws. And unfortunately, not
only did we not get a vote, we didn't
get a debate because the majority
decided to play ganmes with honestly
the lives of our children and our
yout h and nmake maneuvers that are
procedural rather than substantive.
And so, the reality is that
in many ways we are fighting this
crisis with a hand tied behind our
back. But |I'malso confident with the

| eadership here in Council and the
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| eadership of our youth in the City
that we can still rise to this
occasi on and hope for the day that
Harrisburg will do nore to help us
address it.

In ternms of funding, we are
in the mdst of a budget fight right
now and hope that the state and the
Governor will continue to invest
resources in violence intervention
prograns. These progranms range -- but
I want to talk a little bit about the
specificity that's inportant in them
along with two ot her sol utions.

Last year the state put $45
mllion in violence intervention
prograns across the Commonweal th
t hrough the PA Conm ssion on Crine and
Del i nquency, and that was a start.
There was a start in investing in our
comuni ties and hel ping not only heal
the trauma but prevent the trauma in
the first place by having sone of
t hose solutions that you heard from

outreach workers to victimservices
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and wor kf orce devel opnent prograns.

What we know i s that those
prograns are nost successful when they
are targeted at those nost likely to
be involved in violence, so only about
1 percent of a city is actually
directly involved as a perpetrator in
vi ol ence, though obviously the ripple
effects as you heard are nuch | arger
her e.

And so, one of our
recommendations and the Gty has put
its own noney, about $20 million into
such prograns | ast session, | knowis
considering what is appropriate this
session. | think for CeaseFirePA and
many of our partners, one of our
recommendations is to really target
those prograns. | want to be clear.
We need community cl eanup and
comunity investnents.

We need libraries and rec
centers and opportunities for youth
and everything that you heard fromthe

Enough i s Enough Coalition, but we

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Children and Youth Conmmittee 105
6/ 15/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

al so need to make sure we are
provi di ng resources and connections
and tools and outreach to those nost
likely to perpetrate the violence that
IS causing the trauma in our
communi ti es.

In one study in another
state, in Massachusetts, they fund
about $80, 000 per hom ci de dedi cat ed
to prograns to nostly in their cases a
denographic of 18- to 30-year-old
Bl ack nmen who are nost likely to be
i nvolved in violence were able to
reduce aggravated assault and hom ci de
by 30 percent over five years. Now,
we have to go far beyond 30 percent
consi deri ng what we are experiencing
here in Philadel phia. But | think the
key point here to take away is that
havi ng a set-aside, resources for
i ndi viduals nost likely to be invol ved
in violence in addition to other
funding is really going to be critica
to preventing the shootings before

t hey happen.
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In the City of Phil adel phia
based on our current hom cide rate,
that woul d nean a dedi cated program of
about $40 mllion a year that would
slow y decrease over tinme as we get
the hom ci des under control. It has
t he added benefit of not only reducing
hom ci des, but reduci ng aggravated
assault. That's the first piece.

The second piece | think is
much nore cl ear coordination. | think
as this Coomittee and ot hers have
heard, we are investing resources but
we need on-the-ground strategic
prograns that are coordinating the
mul titude of efforts from workforce
devel opnent to comrunity i nprovenent
to outreach efforts wthin each highly
target ed nei ghborhoods that is
experiencing high rates of viol ence,
whet her you want to do that by bl ock,
nei ghbor hood or zi p code.

And so, having soneone who is
in charge of those resources at the

City or state or local level and is
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real ly playing a quarterbacking role
to ensure that we are filling the gaps
rat her than having comunity

or gani zati ons conpete with each other
or overlap with each other in terns of
the resources being provided, we'l]l
make sure that we can stretch our
limted dollars of the Cty and
hopefully the state level further in
addressing this crisis.

So | think obviously there
are sonme limtations in terns of what
City Council can do within that
regard, but | think thinking about how
do we set up prograns where there is a
dedi cat ed quarterback who has the
overvi ew of the community needs and
really crafting plans that are filling
the gap, and this is sonething that
Ofice of Violence Prevention and the
Mayor's Managing Director's Ofice
shoul d be doing as part of those
grant -funded prograns will go a | ong
way and has been proven to be

effective at other places like
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M | waukee, |ike Atlanta and D. C. and
Bal ti nore by having that |ocal effect.
So that's the second.

The third recommendation |
want to nmake is the other side of the
coin. Mich of today's conversation
has focused on how do we address the
damage and the hurt to our conmunities
that are driving this violence, help
peopl e heal and help prevent it, and
that could not be nore inportant. But
we know fromresearch that access to
firearns | eads to nore viol ence.

And in Phil adel phia, a recent
study fromthe Brady G oup found that
just six gun stores, siXx gun stores
are responsi ble for 57 percent of
recovered crinme guns in the state of
Pennsyl vani a, and those six stores are
here in Phil adel phia. That is huge
evi dence of what we know i s an ongoi ng
problemw th stores failing to enforce
existing law and allowng nore ill egal
firearmtrafficking.

What we know from past
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research is sone of those stores have
never been inspected. And when they
have been by ATF, that they get a slap
on the wist. You could inmagine if we
had restaurants that every week we're
gi ving people salnonella and E. coli,
everyone would be calling on the
Departnent of Health to shut them
down. We have stores that are fueling
a crisis that are taking the lives and
causing trauma to our youth in

Phi | adel phia, and they are a -- |I'm
not saying that we shouldn't sell guns
inthe Gty. That's not our position,
but they need to followthe laws to
prevent straw purchases to prevent the
di version of firearns underground that
are fueling these shooti ngs.

The City of Phil adel phia has
nore opportunities and I think City
Council can be a partner and provide
resources to all ow enforcenent of
existing law. For instance, two
opportunities. One is Brady provides

a code of conduct for good gun stores
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t hat goes above and beyond exi sting

|l aw. And nmaybe we can explore ways to
encourage the use of that code of
contact as good nei ghbors wi thin our
Cty of Philadelphia if they're going
to sell firearns here.

The second i s enforcenent
capacity, which is the Cty and the
Law Departnent and the Police
Depart nment shoul d | ook at mnechani sns
to evaluate and investigate those
stores. And when there are trace-back
crime guns, to increase enforcenent,

I ncrease inspections or stop buys to
hopefully hold them because ultimtely
what we know from other |ocations is

i f soneone's | ooking over your

shoul der, sadly you're nore likely to
follow the | aw

"' msure these youth know it
fromtheir teachers and parents. W
could say, and we know it in the
corporate world, that having soneone
who i s hel ping you enforce the

existing laws will save lives. |

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Children and Youth Conmmittee 111
6/ 15/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

think these three recommendati ons are
the place | would start in terns of
addressing this crisis. |ncreased
targeted funding that is really highly
targeting those nost likely to be

i nvol ved in violence, two, deeper
coordi nation at a nei ghborhood | evel

wi th a quarterback and, three,
enforcenent of existing |aws for gun
st ores.

The | ast piece | would just
say is the continued advocacy for
action at the state level. W have a
state level crisis and we're stuck
here in Phil adel phia with limts. But
| think what you heard today and |
went on the record because there's a
court case going hopefully in front of
the Suprene Court is that
fundanental ly the youth you heard are
bei ng deprived of their constitutional
right to life and liberty, and that is
a failure of our governnent and it is
not just a failure for |ack of

solutions, but a failure for refusal
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1 of solutions at the state level. And
2 it is time for our court systemto
3 recogni ze that failure, and I know t he
4 City and many of y'all are involved in
5 that effort. But it is inportant that
6 t he students understand that they have
7 that right tolife and liberty, and
8 that they understand that we are going
9 to fight for it and that hopefully the
10 court will recognize that it
11 ultimately outwei ghs the access to a
12 firearm Thank you for the tine to
13 talk to you today and for this
14 I mportant hearing.
15 COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
16 so nuch, M. Garber.
17 Can the next w tness please
18 be -- are you ready to testify and if
19 you are, you may state your nane for
20 the record and then you nay proceed
21 Wi th your testinony.
22 M5. MENAPACE GLAVIN. Good
23 nmorni ng. Thank you. | amready. M
24 name is Caroline Menapace davin. |
25 ama clinical social work supervisor
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at the Children's Hospital of

Phi | adel phia Center for Violence
Prevention. Qur center has various
prograns to prevent, intervene and
address violence in our conmunities.

Il wll primarily be sharing
the work of CHOP's Heal t hi er Toget her
Initiative, Gowng Resilience in
Teens Program as well as CHOP's
Vi ol ence Intervention Program These
prograns work with youth ages 8 to 18
years old to address soci al
determ nants of health, specifically
around youth's exposure to conmunity
vi ol ence and trauna.

The Vi ol ence Intervention
Programis an exanpl e of many
hospi t al - based prograns around the
country that are dedicated to breaking
the cycle of violence for children and
young adults follow ng a violent
injury. The Gowing Resilience in
Teens Program works wi th viol ence-
exposed youth and intervenes early to

provi de support and services to
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bol ster resilience and pronote
heal i ng. Because we know t hat
vi ol ence perneates conmunities,
i npacts entire famlies and can | ead
t o poor outcomes, our progranms support
youth and famlies with intensive case
managenent as they obtain nedical
followup care, navigate the |ega
system and engage in trauma-focused
mental health treatnent.

| appreciate the opportunity
to speak today on this very inportant
i ssue of gun violence inthe Gty. |
hope to provide insight based on ny
wor k that can inprove access,
resources and policies that anplify
yout h voices and support famlies
whi | e wor ki ng towards sol utions to gun
vi ol ence prevention in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

| wll begin by discussing ny
experi ences working with children
exposed to gun violence, review
findings froma recent study conducted

at CHOP and then outline sone
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recomendati ons to support youth and
adol escents who have been exposed to
gun violence. One child' s story cones
to mind, a 14-year-old African
Anerican male entered CHOP's G ow ng
Resilience in Teens program which we
call GRIT, |ast Septenber after
exposure to significant gun viol ence
in his comunity.

He was experiencing post-
traumati c stress and anxi ety synptons
such as troubl e sl eeping,
hypervi gi | ance and fear of returning
honme from school. He shared with ne
that he and his famly recently had to
duck behind their car while unloading
groceri es because there was a shoot -
out nearby. He also shared that a
bull et had recently cone through his
bedr oom wi ndow, shattering the gl ass
but m ssing himand his brother while
t hey sl ept.

Data from our Viol ence
I ntervention Programtells us that

al nrost 50 percent of the youth
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enrolled in the program have heard
gunshots in their nei ghborhood at

| east several tines. Wth the support
of his famly and their GRIT case
manager, this youth and famly
relocated to a safer area, enrolled in
trauma-focused therapy to address his
synptons and he engaged in a peer
support group. By engaging in trauma
therapy now, he is less likely to
experience |long-termnental or

physi cal health issues.

He made great strides to hea
and recover fromhis post-traumatic
stress synptons and was excelling in
school. Wiile this famly was able to
rel ocate within Philadel phia and
ultimately feel safer, relocation is
only one response to this problem
Wil e relocation nmay seem i ke the
best option, there nmay be unintended
consequences. After relocating, a
child is uprooted fromtheir
comunity, their supportive teacher or

a great football team
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Rel ocati on cannot be our only
or even our first response to violent
crine. W need to address the root of
t he vi ol ence, bol ster resources and
create safer communities. In ny
experience, we as providers tend to
focus services on the identified
victins of gun violence. VWhile this
Is essential, we know all too well
that each victimis soneone's child,
best friend, sister, brother, cousin,
nephew, ni ece or student.

46 percent of the youth
enrolled in the Violence Intervention
Program si nce 2020 have had a cl ose
friend or famly nenber been shot. W
know t hat for each episode of gun
viol ence an entire community is
crushed. | also want to highlight
that in Philadel phia, |ike many ot her
cities, gun violence
di sproportionately inpacts Bl ack
children and famlies living in
poverty often in small specific

| ocations within neighborhoods. This
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is due to the enduring effects of
structural racismwhich have led to
persi stent racial segregation and
concentrated poverty.

Reduci ng nei ghbor hood gun
vi ol ence nmust therefore be a priority
for all health systens and
pol i cymakers who care about pronoting
health equity. W know that youth who
are exposed to comrunity violence are
at risk for long-termnental health
probl ens.

A study done here at CHOP and
the University of Pennsylvania showed
that children who lived closest to
i nci dents involving guns were nore
likely to have energency depart nent
visits for nental and behavi oral
heal th issues in the weeks after those
I ncidents. Beneath the nunbers of
gunshot injuries and deaths are the
stories that | hear on a daily basis
fromchildren and famlies inpacted by
gun vi ol ence.

The youth I work with at CHOP
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are clearly experiencing increased
trauma synptons. Many of them have
troubl e sl eepi ng, have ni ght nares,
sui ci dal thoughts, trouble focusing
and are hypervigilant and afraid to
wal k down certain streets. CQur
children tell us that they cannot stop
worrying that sonmething bad wll
happen to themor their famly or
their | oved ones.

We need to do better. W
need to conme together to prioritize
the health and wel | -bei ng of our
children. W nust find ways to
coordinate efforts and services across
systenms. Qur social work case
managers spend their days and often
their nights hel pi ng youth and
fam |lies obtain nedical care, nenta
heal th services and advocating within
ot her social service areas where
representati ves speak different
| anguage and have differing goals.

We nmust reduce silos and work

together to elimnate redundancy and
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reduce the | ogistic and enoti onal
barriers for our youth and famlies
who are navigating nmultiple systens.
Wiile no one programinitiative or
Intervention is going to fix the
crisis that our children face, we can
wor k together to ensure that we care
for the entire famly to provide a
hol i stic approach.

| have |l earned firsthand the
I nportance of w apping support and
services around the whole famly
directly, especially after gun
violence. By providing a youth-
centered and famly-1ed approach, our
prograns at the Center for Violence
Prevention prioritize the youth and
famly's voice and choice. W work
together with famlies to identify
goal s and work toward addressing
needs. W allow youth the space to
identify the goals they have for
t hensel ves and we work in
col | aboration with caregivers to

acconplish these goal s.
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In addition to our case
managenent support, we offer a psycho-
educati onal peer-1led support group
cal | ed BRAVE, Building Resilience
After Violent Experiences, available
to youth enrolled in our Violence
I ntervention Program and G ow ng
Resilience In Teens program G oup
menbers | earn about conmon stress
reactions and coping skills while
recei ving increased social support and
a sense of bel ongi ng.

Qur peer nentors |lead the
group. Menbers hear from soneone with
the sane experience while peer nentors
gain | eadership skills, job readi ness
skills and continue healing from
telling their story and hel pi ng
ot hers.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM
Ms. davin, | apologize. But | just
need you to probably wap up your
testinony. | appreciate so nuch what
it is, but we have to concl ude by

11: 00 am and we are really against
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it. We would |ove to be able to al so
just invite a few comments from our
Menbers.

And | know t hat Counci | menber
Kenyatta Johnson has joi ned us as wel |l
and has been on the call for a while,
so my apol ogies for not recognizing
hima little earlier. But if we could
just wrap up, that would be really
critical right now for us. Thank you.

MS. MENAPACE GLAVI N  Yes.
There is significant evidence that
yout h benefit fromfeeling Iike they
are contributing to their comunity
and their storytelling and sharing
one's experience can be beneficial.
We nust work together to create a
| arger, nore robust network of
providers so that every child in
Phi | adel phia and their | oved ones have
access to the care they need and
deserve. | want to thank
Counci | mrenber Thomas for the
invitation to testify and the nenbers

of the Council for holding a hearing
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on this inportant issue. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nmuch, Ms. davin. Thank you so
much, M. Garber.

We have just a few m nutes.
Are there any questions from any
menbers of the Commttee? | do want
to note for both of you that your
testinony has been circulated to all
menbers of the Commttee. W are
taking themin close consideration,
especially, M. Garber, will probably
circle back to you on Question No. 3
or Recommendation No. 3, which I'm
very nmuch interested in follow ng up
wi th you on.

Are there any questions from
any nmenbers of our Commttee?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah, |
have one. Madam Chair, is any of the
youth still on or did they |og off
fromthe testinony that was given?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM
M. Forster, are there any nenbers of

the forner panel --

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Children and Youth Commttee
6/ 15/ 2022

124

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M5. DONZA: Yeah, we right
her e.

M5. PAYTON: Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Ckay - -

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes,
just have a question. M nane is
Counci | man Kenyatta Johnson. | just
want to thank you for your testinony.
Thank you for taking tinme out of your
schedul e and maki ng a choice to be a
part of this dialogue, which
ultimately i npacts you and your
generati on.

Alot of tinmes us as adults
we' re | ooki ng at conprehensively and
holistically. W talk about trauna.
We tal k about addressing institutional
racism We tal k about the issue of
poverty, which all of those things
play a role in addressing the issue of
gun vi ol ence.

But can y'all enlighten ne
regarding the issue of how we | ook at
the culture of violence and how it

relates to some of the things around
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music and things that are totally
accepted or | don't want to say
glorified, but at the end of the day
things are "cool,". So for instance,
Li | Durk, NBA YoungBoy, how does t hat
play a role in the context of how we
can change the attitudes -- that's
really what | want to get at --
changi ng the attitudes of what's cool
when it cones to gun violence and
what's not that part of our culture?

COUNCI LMOVAN GYM  And if we
could try to keep this somewhat brief,
that would be great. W want to keep
all the testinony, so please proceed.
If any young person would like to
respond to Council nenber Johnson, if
you could just state your nane for the
record.

M5. DONZA: My nane is Hadj a,
and | was going to say it is -- |
think the kids don't really | ook at
the nusic videos and stuff as if it's
like a big problem because it's used

for props, like that's how they make

Strehl ow and Associ at es/ LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




Children and Youth Conmittee 126
6/ 15/ 2022

1 their videos and stuff. 1t'll be hard
2 for you to get in contact with Li
3 Durk and say, oh, Lil Durk, if you can
4 stop using guns in your videos,
5 that' Il help the youth. Lil Durk is
6 all the way in Chicago.
7 And then we have the sane
8 I ssues in Phil adel phia. Sone people
9 don't listen to Lil Durk and they
10 still shoot guns, so | don't think the
11 music is a big issue. | nean, they do
12 say, like, bad things in the nusic and
13 stuff, but anybody that knows
14 actually that uses their brain
15 actual ly, you know, | don't know how
16 to explain it, but you shouldn't go
17 off music and live your life off the
18 music. Like, that's what I'mtrying
19 to say.
20 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Ckay.
21 How does drill nusic play a role in
22 sonme of the things that we're seeing
23 today, and I'll wap up on that, or it
24 may not play a role? But |'ve seen a
25 lot of diss -- I've seen a | ot
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recently of diss videos from one
nei ghbor hood to anot her nei ghbor hood
and putting people's relatives inside
of these videos based upon the various
t hi ngs that happen inside the
nei ghbor hood. How do we conbat that
aspect froma youth standpoint?
Because y'all -- the power is really
with the young peopl e.

MR, JACKSON: Can you hear

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.

MR, JACKSON: My nane is
Davi on Jackson, and | just want to say
that it just brings what's happening
Iin these cities, these different
cities, like to |ight and, you know, a
| ot of young peopl e such as oursel ves
wat ch these videos and hear these
songs that's tal king about it. And
sone people take it as you know what,
they're doing this to their, 1'll say,
ops, let ne do it to mne and see how
this goes. So they want to nake songs

about it now.
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Now, they're dissing their
ops, dissing their ops as dead people
and then it beconmes a whole situation
towards where this person did this,
I"m going to get back at them not
even just com ng back at themin a
song, now, | want this person dead.
So they follow --

M5. PAYTON: It's nore
generational --

MR, JACKSON: I n sone

cases --
M5. DONZA: That's what |'m

saying. VLike, it'll be harder to stop

it wmth us. Like, | think we need a

bi gger group because these things
happened from people |ike 10 years
ago. Sonetines they don't even know
the history who died. They'll just
feed off, oh, their dad died, so
they' Il get back to sonebody else's
daughter or sonebody el se's son.

So that's what |'m saying,
like, if you stop it in the shorter

run instead of waiting until they're
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18, 19, then all of a sudden the youth
prograns end at 18. Like, you got to
continue with all to 20 because you
could pick up a gun at 50 and want to
kill somebody because they killed your
dad. Like, | feel like it should
never stop at no age range. Everybody
shoul d be a part of the situation or
get everybody invol ved.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay - -

MR, JACKSON: And
personally -- |I'msorry.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: o
ahead.

MR JACKSON:. And personally,
we have to be as older as we are all
the way down to the younger ones that
that is happening to. W have to be
smarter about it. W have to help

them understand that this is just

drill music. You don't have to go out
and do it. It's not sonmething for you
to go out and do. It's just for you

tolisten to. W have to have sone

type of acknow edgenent to |et them
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know this is not sonething for themto

do.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Ckay.
Well, listen, | want to thank all
three of y'all. And | thank

Counci |l man I sai ah Thomas for really
hosting the nost inportant people that
need to be at the table which is our
young peopl e, because that's the only
way we're going to go out and address
the situation froma realistic
perspective. So thank you all for
your testinony.

No nore comments, Madam
Chair. Thank you to the panelists,
Adam and everyone el se. Thank you.

COUNCI LMOVAN GYM  Thank you,
and thank you to our young people for
answering as well, and thank you for
staying and |i stening.

This is really inportant,
Counci | renber Johnson. We nade a
comm tnent earlier that we were going
to work -- this Committee will work

closely with the Enough is Enough
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Coalition on a regular basis to be
able to expand on the recommendati ons
that they have delivered to our Gty
and to ensure that we're reaching
young people a little bit better than
what we' ve been doing for, you know,
certainly better than what we' ve been
doi ng.

Are there any other questions
for the final panel from any other
menbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Seei ng
none, we wll have sone closing
comments. And I'd like to turn it
over to Vice-Chair Thonss.
Counci | menber Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  |' m goi ng
to be very brief. Thank you, Madam
Chair. | appreciate it.

| want to say thank you to
that | ast panel of experts who do this
on a consistent basis as well. | w sh
we coul d have engaged a little bit

nore in dialogue, but we did run out
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of time. So | do want to say thank
you to that |ast panel. But nore

i nportantly, thank you to the young
peopl e.

At the end of the day, we are
involved in a |lot of conversations and
there are a | ot of recommendations and
thi ngs that are suggested that we can
do about gun violence. But at the end
of the day, often those things are out
of our jurisdiction. The young people
cane today wth deliverables that we
can actually do, that we can contro
and i npact ourselves. And |'m excited
for their recommendati ons.

And | think nore inportantly
["moptimstic for the future. They
are the future of our Gty. They are
the future of our country. They are
the future of our world. And at the
end of the day, they're able to
identify these problens and are able
to of fer recommendations for us now,
which I"moptimstic will turn into

per manent solutions as they grow into
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the sanme seats that we currently hold
ri ght now

So thank you, Madam Chair. |
appreci ate the | everage and the
opportunity to have this inportant
conversation, and | look forward to
continuing to work with the entire
coll ective to make sure that we are
fighting for the citizens of
Phi | adel phi a.

One of the things | always
say, we never know how many |ives
we'l |l save when we do this work. And
one of the things that young people
are asking for is prevention-based
initiatives. W do a |lot of
intervention and we want to put up a
ot of different initiatives to catch
peopl e when they do sonethi ng wong.

And | think what the young
peopl e are putting the enphasis on is
not necessarily catchi ng sonebody when
t hey do sonet hi ng wong, but
preventing them from doi ng sonet hi ng

wong in the first place.
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Thank you, Madam Chair. |
appreci ate you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes,
that's right. And if we could just
put an anen on that.

Al so, just a rem nder that
it's not just about the future for
t hese young people, and I think we all
know that. You're nore than our
future. You're our right now You're
the | eaders we need right this nonent.
And |'ve frequently said it's
different five years fromnow for al
of you. It'll be a different city, a
different feeling.

And so, we need you right
now. W need you in your sophonore
year. W need you in your junior
year, in your senior year to be
gui ding us through this because there
isn't any other tine that it feels
like this for you. And so, we are
commtted. | think you heard that
we' ve been pushing on our own. |

think we're in alignnent.
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| want to thank Vice-Chair
Thomas for his trenmendous resol ution
and remnding us that this Cty
Counci| body was built for exactly
nonents |ike this and this Commttee
dedi cated to children and youth in
particular is built for uplifting the
voi ces of our young peopl e.

| want to thank all of our
Commi ttee menbers. | know,
Counci | renber Johnson, you're up next
wi th yours.

So | would like to ask, there
bei ng no further questions from
menbers of this Commttee and no ot her
Wi tnesses to testify, I will ask if
there's anyone el se present in this
heari ng whose nane we have failed to
call upon and that wi shes to offer
testinony on the resol ution being
consi dered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | want

to give you your props, Madam Chair,

for always -- you're not newto this.
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You' ve al ways been focusing on keeping
young people at the forefront. And
even in the mdst of the work that |I'm
doi ng, you'll say, hey, Council man,
that's great the work that you're
doing, let's partner to make sure that
we' re addressing and supporting our
young people in a proactive way so
they can be a part of this
conversation. So thank you.

And again, | thank the
sponsor of the resolution, the mghty
young Counci |l man | sai ah Thonmas from
the m ghty Northwest Phil adel phi an
enpoweri ng our youth. Enough is
Enough, keep up the good work,
everyone.

All right. |'mquiet, Mdam
Chair.

COUNCI LWVOVAN GYM  Thank you
very nuch, Counci | nenber Johnson.

Heari ng none, | want to thank
all the panelists, all the w tnesses,
all of our young people for their

participation today. W value your
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opinions and we will take themto
heart and we will be back in touch
wi th you.

Thi s concl udes the public
hearing of the Commttee on Children
and Youth. We will now recess this
hearing until the call of the Chair.
Thank you everybody for your
at t endance.

(Conmittee on Children and

Yout h concluded at 11:04 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic notes
taken by ne in the foregoing matter, and that

this is a correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproduction of the sane by any neans, unless
under the direct control and/or supervision

of the certifying reporter.)
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